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DOWNEY – A suspected

gang-related shooting left one man

dead near Treasure Island Park on

Monday night, leaving family

members and neighbors to grieve

and cry out against escalating gang

violence in the secluded Northwest

Downey neighborhood.

Police responded to a shots

fired call on the 7300 block of

Cleargrove Street at about 8:22

p.m. Monday, said Downey police

Sgt. Randy Wells. Officers found

the victim, identified as 20-year-

old Francisco Josue Iniguez, of

Downey, lying on the front lawn of

a home with gunshot wounds to his

body and head.

Iniguez was treated by para-

medics and taken to the trauma unit

at St. Francis Medical Center in

Lynwood where he was pro-

nounced dead, Wells said.

According to neighbors and

police, Iniguez was part of a group

of young men playing soccer on

the residential street when two

unidentified men approached.

Witnesses say the men asked

Iniguez’s younger brother “where

he was from.” When Iniguez

approached to find out what was

going on, an argument ensued.

Iniguez was shot several times,

Wells said.

“They shot him execution style.

Deadly shooting
rattles Island
community
� Police seek two men in suspected gang shooting that
left one resident dead.

BY ERIC PIERCE, 
CITY EDITOR

He fell into his brother’s arms and

the gangsters ran off,” said Lucy

Rivero, a neighborhood resident

who identified herself as a friend of

the family’s. 

The men, described as

Hispanics between 20-30 years old,

were last seen running into

Treasure Island Park, police said.

“We don’t believe this to be a

random act,” Wells said. 

Wells said the neighborhood,

located in a secluded area of

Downey near Suva Street and

across the Los Angeles River, has

seen an increase in crime recently.

Most of the problems stem from

late-night loitering with drug use

and alcohol consumption in the

park, Wells said.

“But it should be said that most

of the activity coming into Downey

is from Bell Gardens,” said Wells.

“It’s usually not Downey residents

we see out there.”

As residents of the neighbor-

hood huddled Tuesday around a

makeshift shrine placed by

Iniguez’s family and friends,

neighbors lambasted city officials

for allowing the crime to get out of

hand.

“I just saw 10 gangbangers in

[Iniguez’s] house and I heard they

were probably going to go retali-

ate,” said one resident who wished 

DOWNEY – Police are seek-

ing the public’s help in capturing a

man who sexually assaulted a

female employee inside a Downey

barbershop last week.

The victim was closing the

store, located on the 12000 block

of Paramount Boulevard, at about

7:45 p.m. Feb. 23 when the

assailant asked to use the restroom

before getting his hair cut, police

said. When he exited, he pretended

to have a gun and demanded

money from the victim, which she

did not have. The man then took

the victim to a back room and

raped her, police said.

The man drove off in an older

model white Honda coupe parked

Suspect sought in
barbershop rape

Police have released the composite sketch of a man they say raped a
woman inside a Downey barbershop last week. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call Detective Jerry Price at (562) 904-2359.

BY ERIC PIERCE, 
CITY EDITOR

in front of the barber shop and

headed westbound on Cole Street

from Paramount Boulevard. The

license plate contained the num-

bers “44”.

The Sheriff’s Department’s is

conducting forensic tests on evi-

dence left at the scene, said

Downey police Sgt. Randy Wells.

Results typically take about two

weeks to come back, Wells said.

The suspect is described as a

male Hispanic in his late 30’s with

a bald or shaved head, 5 feet 8, and

weighing about 210 pounds. He

was wearing a navy blue hooded

sweatshirt, blue jeans and white

shoes.

Anyone with information is

asked to call Detective Jerry Price

at (562) 904-2359.

Warren came up short in overtime, 10-9, in the CIF Finals against
Cerritos High School last week. Photo by James Quick III

DOWNEY – Regulation time

wasn’t enough, but overtime was a

little too much in the CIF Southern

Section Division VII finals for the

Warren girl’s water polo team in

their 10-9 loss against Cerritos

High School last Saturday.

The game saw four different

lead changes and an overtime peri-

od that was forced after Warren

tied the score 9-9 with seconds left

in regulation.

Cerritos was first on the board

with two goals, but the Bears came

charging back and led 7-5 with

5:34 left in the fourth quarter. After

another change in momentum,

Cerritos scored three more goals

and led 8-7.

With 6.9 seconds remaining in

regulation, Warren drew a 5 meter

penalty and capitalized with a

score from freshman Ivana Castro

that sent the game into overtime.

The game remained tied at 8-8

after the first quarter of overtime.

Cerritos took the lead, 9-8, in the

second quarter, but a goal from jun-

ior Brittany Vasquez tied the game

once again.

The Lady Bears came close to

Warren forces OT,
but loses in thriller

BY SCOTT COBOS, 
STAFF WRITER

There’s fire in chief
Turner’s blood

BY HENRY VENERACION, 
STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY – Local yoga expert Yogi Ramesh Pandey will offer a free

demonstration session of his widely-acclaimed “Laughing Yoga” program

tomorrow at 9:30 a.m. at the Downey farmers market.

Different from traditional yoga, laughing yoga focuses on controlled

breathing exercises, positive thoughts, and laughter.

Ramesh began learning yoga at age 5, and has been practicing for more

than 40 years. A yoga teacher the past 25 years, he is a member of the

California Yoga Teachers Association and the founder of the Universal

Yoga Center in Paramount. He also leads classes at the Barbara J. Riley

Community & Senior Center.

For more information on Ramesh, visit his website at

www.laughingyogi.org.

The Downey farmers market is open every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1

p.m. on Second Street, between New Street and La Reina Avenue. 

Yoga expert giving
free demonstration

Yogi Ramesh Pandey, center, shown during a recent taping for a
London news show, will give a free yoga demonstration tomorrow at
the Downey farmers market.

E
ven before Fire Chief Jeff

Turner joined the fire serv-

ice some 33 years ago, he

was already steeped in its culture.

His father was a fire captain for the

Los Angeles County Fire

Department. “I grew up with the

fire service,” he says. 

Turner’s fire service career

started inauspiciously with a stint

as a wildland firefighter for the

county fire department, then as a

firefighter for the city of Azusa. In

1979, he and Mark Sauter (they

went to high school together),

signed up at the same time with the

Downey Fire Department. 

He says one particularly valu-

able thing he brought to the depart-

ment was people skills, which he

honed in high school, where he

played football and baseball. 

When Sauter was made deputy

city manager for emergency man-

agement last December to avoid

potentially disruptive future sce-

narios such as a major disaster or

another boil water order incident,

the mantle of fire chief fell on

Turner.  

See SHOOTING, page 2

Fire Chief Jeff Turner has been with the Downey Fire Department for
33 years. He replaced Mark Sauter late last year.

See TURNER, page 4

There is yet another connection

worth mentioning. Turner was born

at the old Downey Community

Hospital (now DRMC), but grew

up in the same Norwalk neighbor-

hood as Police Chief Roy

Campos’. The family was to move

later to La Mirada. 

Not one to rest on his laurels,

Turner nevertheless points with

pride to his rapid rise within the

department. His selection to go to

paramedic school in May of 1980

came as a result, he says, of dis-

playing good judgment and sound-

ness in his field work. 

Four years later, in August of

1984, he earned a promotion to fire

engineer. This meant getting to

drive the fire engine and the ladder

truck. At the same time he got

involved with department training

issues and with Joint Powers

Communication Center (JPCC)

operations which serve the cities of

Downey, Santa Fe Springs,

Compton and Montebello. 

His next significant promotion

in February of 1986, this time to

captain, included “bugles”—a fire

service term indicating one has 

clinching a championship when

Amber Smith fired a point-blank

shot that clanked off a crossbar and

floated by the goal long enough for

Cerritos’ Jane Kok to grab it.

But with just under nine sec-

onds left on the clock, Cerritos’

Raquel Gabayeron beat Warren

goalie Kristyn Casas for the game

winner.

Warren was led in scoring by

Ivana Castro with four goals, fol-

lowed by senior Hannah Colvin

with three. Goalie Kristyn Casas

recorded a career high 17 blocks.

Prior to this season, the Bears

had never advanced past the first

round of playoffs. The team will be

honored in April at the All CIF

Awards Banquet, which recognizes

CIF finalist teams from all divi-

sions.

Senior Leslie Poole, captain of

the team, will sign a letter of intent

to play water polo for Wagner

College, a Division 1 school,

Warren head coach Josie Cordero

said. Poole will be the first water

polo player in Warren’s history to

attend a Division I school on a

scholarship, Cordero said.

Warren finishes their season

25-8.
Additional reporting by Eric Pierce.



 
 
 
 

Residents do well in competition
DOWNEY – Downey resident Richard Elliot, representing Downey’s

Toastmaster Club 587, took first place in a recent competition in Santa Fe

Springs.

Elliot won Toastmaster International’s Area E-2 International Table

Topics Contest, which took place Feb. 21 inside Santa Fe Springs’ coun-

cil chambers. 

Freddy Clark, also representing Club 587, won second place in the

International Speech Contest.

Elliott will now compete in the Division E contest scheduled for

March 21 at the Smart and Final headquarters in Commerce.

Richard Elliot, of Downey, won first place in Toastmaster
International’s Area E-2 International Table Topics Contest in Santa
Fe Springs.

to stay anonymous out of fear for

her safety. “And then the other

gang is going to retaliate back and

they’re going to shoot up the

neighborhood. I live here. Now I’m

involved.”

Rivero, the family friend,

helped found Unity in the

Community six years ago. She said

the neighborhood group has made

great strides in improving the com-

munity, but problems exist, partic-

ularly at Treasure Island Park.

Rivero said residents have been

lobbying for security lights at the

park the last five years, but have

been rebuffed by city officials.

“It’s just ridiculous. We want

action, and we want to know why

we don’t have lights,” said Rivero,

who claimed the park is often lit-

tered with needles, bottles and con-

doms. “There are drug sales in the

park every day. Every day! 

“Politicians come out here

before every election and promise

change. They promise to help us

Continued from page 1

Shooting: Residents
say crime is rampant 
at local park.

become a safer community. We

vote for them and then they disap-

pear. They have other priorities I

guess.”

Councilman Roger Brossmer

attended a community meeting in

the neighborhood Tuesday night.

He said he would include the

installation of park security lights

on the City Council agenda this

Tuesday.

“Although lights would not

have prevented this tragedy from

occurring, we see security lights at

the park as a health and safety

issue,” Brossmer said. 

Preliminary estimates have the

lights costing about $150,000, said

Brossmer. Unless the city is suc-

cessful in securing a grant to pay

for the lights, the project will have

to be paid out of the city’s general

fund.

In the meantime, detectives are

hoping for more help from the

community. Anyone with informa-

tion on the shooting is asked to call

detectives at (562) 904-2332

Candles, balloons and flowers help mark the spot where 20-year-old
Francisco Josue Iniguez was gunned down in a suspected gang-relat-
ed shooting Monday night. Photo by Art Montoya

Perfitt scheduled to speak
DOWNEY – John Perfitt, economic development director for

Downey, will be the guest speaker at Wednesday’s meeting of Citizens for

Downey at the Rio Hondo Event Center.

Perfitt is expected to speak on key areas of planning and development,

including the Avenue Theatre and Verizon building in Downtown Downey.

The meeting’s new start time is 7:30 a.m. A breakfast buffet will be

available for $7 per person, or $10 per couple. No reservations are

required and the community is welcome.

E-waste collection March 28
DOWNEY – West Middle School will be collecting e-waste March 28

from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. as part of a fundraiser supporting the school’s stu-

dents.

Residents can dispose of their broken or unwanted televisions, com-

puters, monitors, printers, scanners, circuit boards, copiers, fax machines,

audio visual equipment, CD and DVD players, telephones, cell phones,

and most other electronic devices.

If you have a large number of items, or something too big to bring, call

Omni Technics at (562) 627-1910.

Items that can not be collected include large household appliances,

broken glass, fluorescent devices, batteries, toxic materials, or unsafe-to-

handle products.

West Middle School is at 11985 Old River School Rd.

StoryTime Festival on March 14
DOWNEY – The Gypsy Johnson Auxiliary of Assistance League of

Downey will hold its annual StoryTime Festival at the Downey City

Library on March 14 from 11 a.m. to 1 pm.

Activities will include readings of selected stories, a book giveaway,

and face painting. The free event is for kids in preschool through fifth

grade.

Children are encouraged to arrive 15 minutes early.

Soroptimists honoring local women
DOWNEY – Soroptimist International of Downey will host its annu-

al Women of Distinction award breakfast March 26 at 7:30 a.m. at the Rio

Hondo Event Center.

The honorees are Mayor Pro Tem Anne Bayer, director of the

LivingHelp Center; Dr. Wendy Doty, superintendent of the Downey

Unified School District; Katie Hare, businesswoman and community vol-

unteer; and Mary Zoe Phillips, philanthropist involved with the Medical

Books for China program.

Being honored with the Violet Richardson Award for student volunteer

of the year is Carli Ciatti. 

A new award this year, Making a Difference for Women, will be

awarded to Nina Smart, founder of Servicing Wild Flowers International,

an organization formed to stop the practice of involuntary female circum-

cision in the West African country of Sierra Leone.

For information and reservations, call (562) 861-9874.

Scholarships for students available
DOWNEY – The Assistance League of Downey is once again offer-

ing $1,000 scholarships to graduating seniors from DUSD high schools

who have “excelled as community volunteers.”

To qualify, students must have a minimum 3.0 GPA and be in good

standing with their school, including citizenship and attendance. 

Applications are available at school guidance offices. Completed

applications should be mailed to the Assistance League of Downey,

Scholarship Award Committee, 11026 Downey Ave., Downey, CA 90241.

Applications must be postmarked by March 31.

Awards will be announced at the annual awards assembly scheduled at

their respective high school at the end of the school year.

Curves collecting food for needy
DOWNEY – During the month of March, Curves of North Downey is

collecting food to donate to local food banks. 

Over the past five years, nearly 50 million pounds of food has been

distributed to local communities through the national Curves Food

Drive.

“The Curves Food Drive is always exciting,” said Meena Katakia,

owner of the Downey club, located at 9206 Lakewood Blvd. “We have a

chance to help so many people at a time when the food banks are lowest.

Especially during these uncertain times, this food is needed more than

ever.”

For more information on the food drive, call (562) 862-2220. 



Please Call 562-244-3241

Lost - Lava

DRMC featured on news program
DOWNEY – Downey Regional Medical Center was recently featured

on the KCET program, “SoCal Connected,” as the news show examined

the hospital’s challenges in light of area emergency room closures and

declining MediCal reimbursement rates.

The show, which originally aired Feb. 19, also explains how the hos-

pital has one of the three emergency rooms currently serving the 105

Freeway Axis – down from seven emergency rooms just 10 years ago.

Several members of the nursing staff are interviewed for the show,

along with Rob Fuller, Downey Regional’s chief operating officer.

“SoCal Connected” airs throughout Southern and Central California

on KCET. New episodes are broadcast Thursdays at 8 p.m., with encores

throughout the weekend. The show recently won two Golden Mikes,

including Best News Public Affairs Show.

To view the 8 ½ minute segment, go online to www.drmci.org and

click the link on the left hand side of the home page.

Lifeguard training offered at DHS
DOWNEY – Lifeguard certification training, approved by the

American Red Cross, will be offered during spring break, April 13-17, at

the Downey Aquatic Center at Downey Adult School.

The course, offered Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., will

provide the necessary minimum skills training for a person to qualify to

serve as a non-surf lifeguard. Students must be at least 15 years old at the

time of the course to participate (proof of age is necessary at time of reg-

istration).

Students will receive certificates of completion on the final day of

class if they pass both the written and physical testing.

The fee for the week is $110, which includes the training book, pock-

et mask and certification card.

Registration is underway at City Hall. For more information, call (562)

904-7238.

The San Antonio Guild of Childrens Hospital Los Angeles made a

$25,000 donation to the hospital last week. President Rosie Shelton

made the presentation, which will help the hospital as they construct

a new 7-level, 460,000 sq. ft. facility. For membership information,

call (562) 862-6015.

The Gauldin Dolphin Fitness Club, composed of Gauldin Elementary School students, represented Downey in the 27th annual Race on the Base
at the Joint Forces Training Base in Los Alamitos. The 5K marathon raises money for the Cancer Support Foundation. The Gauldin students
donned camouflage T-shirts and Army face paint and were complemented by military personnel as they ran the five miles. “The kids were
inspired to run for a cause of great importance and learned a lesson about putting others before themselves,” said Alex Gaytan, the fitness
club’s advisor.

The Women’s Guild at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church will be
hosting their annual St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon honoring their past
presidents on March 14. The event will be held at the Rio Hondo
Event Center at 11 a.m. Pictured from left: Bette Lloyd, Charlene
McCluskey, Joyce Prokop and Terry Rodriguez.

Crime WatchCrime Watch
Friday, February 27:

At 1:20 p.m. two students were arrested for selling and distributing

marijuana brownies at a local middle school. No one was injured

At 10:15 p.m. 11 juveniles were cited for curfew violations in the

area of the Krikorian Theatre; one of the juveniles was in posses-

sion of marijuana and a spray paint can. All were released to their

parents.  None of the cited juveniles actually attended a movie and

most were either skateboarding or just "hanging out.” 

At 11 p.m. shots were fired in the 8800 block of Dalen Street.  A

resident returned home and found a bullet hole in her living room

wall.  No one was injured. 

Saturday, February 28:

At 9:45 p.m. an attempted kidnapping occurred in the 11200 block

of Garfield Ave. The male victim managed to fight the suspect off.

He was not injured. 

At 10:35 p.m. shots were fired in front of 12417 Clark Ave. The

suspect(s) fled before officers arrived. No one was injured.   

Sunday, March 1:

At 4:45 p.m. officers stopped a stolen vehicle in the 9300 block of

Elm Vista Drive. The driver was arrested and charged with grand

theft. 

Source: Downey Police Department

DOWNEY – Police arrested a

20-year-old suspected drunk driver

last night after he allegedly stole

his mother’s car and collided with

two vehicles before crashing into a

garage.

The Long Beach Press-
Telegram first reported the incident

on its website Thursday morning.

The man took his mother’s

2002 Nissan Altima at about 6:30

p.m. Wednesday, the newspaper

reported. He allegedly crashed into

a vehicle at 7646 Phlox St., contin-

BY ERIC PIERCE, 
CITY EDITOR

Alleged drunk
driver crashes 
into garage

ued driving, and hit another car at

11423 Horton Ave.

He then slammed the car into

the home’s detached garage, the

newspaper reported.

The man ran to his sister’s

house at 7953 5th St. where family

members restrained him until

police arrived, according to

reports.

The man, who has not been

publicly identified, was arrested

for grand theft auto, leaving the

scene of an accident, and for driv-

ing under the influence of alchol,

police officials said.



attained ‘brass’ or significant rank. He was 30 years old, and had been with

the department less than seven years. As captain, Turner served as training

officer, a USAR (search and rescue) team member, and broadened his

work with JPCC. 

He had also by this time accumulated many hours doing volunteer

work with the kids at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center,

an activity he remains committed to today. 

In early 1995 came another promotion, this time to battalion chief.

His duties included managing the JPCC, work with which he was thor-

oughly familiar, and overseeing the department’s stations and grounds.

He was also put in charge of the city’s preparedness efforts, tasked with

ensuring city services were not interrupted through the century change.

Meanwhile, in 2000 and again in 2006, he worked tours of duty as the

assistant fire chief (a position now vacant and frozen because of eco-

nomic constraints).

As everyone knows, fire is a two-edged sword. If tamed, it works

wonders. Untamed, it destroys. Armed with the fire code and attuned to

the other provisions and nuances of the municipal code, DFD seeks to

prevent injury or loss of life and property due to fire.

Educating the public—residents, schoolchildren, etc.—on fire safety is

therefore a major part of its mission. Citing a 2006 finding that U. S. fire

departments across the country responded to almost 400,000 home struc-

ture fires, the department insists that many of these fires could have been

prevented by taking simple precautions.

Thus the sharp focus the department places on safety training and fire

prevention. “Our personnel put in a minimum of twenty hours a month in

training,” says Turner. There are also the year-round random visits to busi-

nesses, etc. Easily a high point of the year is its weeklong mock ‘drink-

and-drive’ traffic collision dramatization staged at Downey High to jar

seniors’ senses right before prom night. 

“We’re always looking to do better in what we do,” he says. 

The department is on emergency response alert 24/7, working three

shifts 365 days a year. “This is priority number one,” Turner says. “We’re

lucky in Downey because the big one hasn’t hit yet. Mind you also,

Downey lies along the LAX flight corridor. We’ve got to be ready for any-

thing, anytime.”

The city recognizes the indispensable role DFD plays in the city’s wel-

fare. Together, the budgets for police and fire alone account for two-thirds

of the general fund—an index of the city’s priorities. To augment JPCC’s

operations and further enhance the departments’ emergency response

capability, Downey has joined the Los Angeles Regional Interoperable

Communications System (LA-RICS), a radio system designed to provide

voice and data information across the entire county, which should prove

valuable especially in the event of a major disaster.   

Rounding out the city’s arsenal against such threats is its latest cre-

ation, Sauter’s emergency management function.  

The father of two, he exudes an easy charm along with a certain calm

and confidence, born no doubt of a supportive family (his parents reside

in San Clemente), knowledge (requirements for his public administration

degree from Cal State-LA are almost complete; he has completed a col-

lege-level fire chiefs certification course sponsored by the state fire mar-

shal’s office), solid experience, and unwavering dedication to the fire serv-

ice. His 22-year old married daughter Amanda six months ago presented

him and his wife, Gail, with twin boys—Turner and Tyler. Younger daugh-

ter Alixandra attends CSU-Long Beach. 

Chief Turner will further articulate his vision for the department in two

weeks, at the second installment of the City Council Priority Workshop.

No dramatic announcements are anticipated, a sure sign that all systems

are go at the department. “I enjoy what I do, serving the people,” he says.

“And I’m having fun.”

Downey High School students are collecting pennies to donate to the

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. The school has raised nearly

$200,000 the last four years. From left: students Heather Miller,

Aileen Manjarrez, Nickelodeon star Simon Curtis, Kristin Nepi, and

Catalina Guzman.

Downey collecting
pennies for patients

DOWNEY – Downey High School students are collecting spare pen-

nies as it works to raise money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Downey High participates in the Pennies for Patients fundraiser annu-

ally. Downey has been one of the top four fundraising schools in the nation

the past five years, and the No. 1 school in the region the last eight years.

In 2006, the Vikings were the top fundraising school in the nation, col-

lecting $50,000. Over the past four years, Downey High has raised

$198,425, school officials said.

Downey High’s ASB organizes the drive, and this year is led by senior

Jessica Montoro. Nickelodeon star Simon Curtis, a cancer survivor him-

self, recently attended Downey’s kick-off assembly.

The drive runs through March 31. To donate to the fundraiser, call

Cindy Foley at (562) 869-7301, ext. 5568. Checks can be made out to the

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Continued from page 1

Turner: Confident,
calm and charming.

Day camp for kids available
DOWNEY – Kids ages 6-14 are invited to spend spring break at

Wilderness Park for a day camp offered by the city of Downey

Community Services Department.

From April 13-17, children can enjoy crafts, cooking and games, all

managed by an experienced staff. Cost is $80 and includes materials, sup-

plies, a walking field trip to Rio San Gabriel Park, and a daily snack.

For an additional $40, extended care is available from 7-9 a.m. and

3:30-6 p.m.

Registration is currently underway at City Hall. For more information,

call (562) 904-7238.

Casino night tickets on sale
DOWNEY – Soroptimist International of Downey invites the commu-

nity to “A Night at the Copacabana Casino” on April 17 at the Rio Hondo

Event Center. 

The event begins at 6:30 p.m. and will feature live music with a DJ,

$100 in scripts, silent auction, 50/50 drawings, and more. 

Pre-sale tickets are $40 and available now. For tickets, contact Dorothy

Pemberton at (562) 927-9908 or Monica Goel at mgoel@tldlaw.com. 

Little League opening day tomorrow
DOWNEY – West Downey Little League will host their opening cer-

emonies tomorrow at West Middle School from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The

event’s theme is “America and Baseball.”

The event will include free jumpers, a paintball booth, face painting,

exhibition games, raffles, food, and special guests. Guests can also enjoy

a French toast breakfast for $2 from 7-9 a.m.

American veterans are also invited to be honored during the ceremo-

ny. For more information, e-mail westdowney@yahoo.com.

Retired teachers to meet Tuesday
WHITTIER – The California Retired Teachers Association will meet

Tuesday at the Greenleaf Masonic Center in Whittier, where they will

enjoy a presentation by Tiny’s Troupers, a group of singing and dancing

grandmothers.

The public is invited to attend the meeting. For more information, call

(562) 696-4474.



Letters to the Editor:

Football lovers wanted
Dear Editor:

Since the fall of 1961, hundreds of generous, giving and knowledge-

able men and women from Downey have freely donated their expertise,

time and effort to coach youth football – both touch and tackle – and

cheerleading.

Downey Pop Warner Football is currently in the process of assembling

the coaching staffs for the 2009 season. Interviews for head coaching posi-

tions will soon be conducted to fill the many positions required to staff the

six tackle and cheerleading teams and several flag teams (last year,

Downey Pop Warner Football fielded four flag teams).

Consider becoming a Razorback coach if:

You love the game of football.

You want to give back to the game that gave you so much.

You recognize how few experiences in life there are where you can

spend time with so many people focused on a competitive goal.

You enjoy the camaraderie with people you might not otherwise get to

know.

You enjoy emotion involved in the competition.

You want to get to know the kids and enjoy watching them learn, grow

and mature.

You enjoy the satisfaction of achieving a common goal.

Coaching can be an immensely satisfying choice, particularly today.

The greater need to channel youngster’s energy in a positive direction

increases each year.

The Razorbacks have been an extraordinarily successful youth organ-

ization, placing teams from each of their five divisions in the conference

playoffs during the 2008 season and one team played in the conference

championship game. The cheerleaders own several conference awards in

their competition.

Join the Razorbacks as a coach. Contact Louis Morales, Downey Pop

Warner Football president, at (310) 350-0220, or vice president Mike

Baumann at (562) 889-1183 for further information. Do it today.

— Mike Baumann,

Vice President, Downey Pop Warner Football

Not just a boy’s sport
Dear Editor:

Downey High School has long been known for its dedication to athlet-

ics, but their spring sport schedule appears to bring that dedication to a

whole new extreme.

Since bringing boys lacrosse to Allan Layne Stadium in 2004, the

2008-09 school year has brought on a set of aggressive and intense girls

ready to compete in the sport. Principal Tom Houts and boys’ lacrosse

coach Scott Witkin were approached by a large number of enthusiastic

girls ready to form their own team. 

After a lot of work and searching for faculty, the girls had their team,

but the journey didn’t stop there. Because lacrosse isn’t a widely played

sport on the West Coast, the greater majority of girls had the heart and

desire but needed to be taught the game. 

After months of long, hard practices and training, Head Coach David

Thompkins along with assistant coaches Sybil Shetler, Kelly Stratford,

and Anthony Matas took their new team to kick off their first season and

played their first tournament March 7 at the Rose Bowl. The first home

game will be against Mira Costa on Monday, March 16 at Downey High

School – junior varsity at 5:30 p.m., and varsity at 7 p.m.

— Kelly Statford,

Assistant Coach, Downey High School girls’ lacrosse

Codes, water and rats, oh my
Dear Editor:

Living in the city of Downey has been great for my husband and now

myself, but recent events have us wondering if it’s all worthwhile.

After the death of my husband’s wife of 28 years, in which they had

their home here in Downey, he contemplated moving. We met and, cours-

es being set as they were, married four years ago. We again contemplated

selling the house, but chose to remodel, adding a bathroom, family room

and an office.

Although we had to comply with some brand new requirements from

the city that cost us several thousands of dollars more than anticipated, we

complied. These new regulations included a water collection system that

collects water from our roof and drains it into three drums in our lawn due

to the increase in the size of the house. This is supposed to prevent water

from running off our roof and into the street.

The other regulation we needed to comply with is a full indoor sprin-

kler system with a water riser on the front of the house with a high-deci-

bel alarm system. If we have a fire and the sprinklers come on, the sharp

drop in water pressure will set off the alarm and notify neighbors and the

fire department. When the city tested it, the alarm was ear-piercing, but no

neighbors showed up or came, and neither did the fire department. I hope

it works, but hey, we complied. I always conform to safety regulations,

even at the cost of several thousands of dollars.

We have a nice home now, comfy and built for entertainment and fam-

ily gatherings. A few incidents now have us rethinking living in Downey.

Remember a few months back with the tainted water situation that was

all over the news? Too bad the residents weren’t notified. For two days

straight there were rivers of water on our street, from one side to the next,

up and over the curb and even undermining a neighbor’s driveway that

was being repaired. Poor guy, he had all the work done ready for the

cement pour and now the water washed it away. The water on our street

alone was more than 100 years worth of water that may have leaped off

my roof during a rain. 

We found out about the tainted water, not from the city, but from the

Channel 5 news. I particularly liked the 2 a.m. recorded message that the

water was now safe to drink several days later.

For many years, my husband found it a pleasure to put up a nice

Christmas display in the yard, along with lights on the house. Last year,

during the night, the day before a Christmas party for a large group of

friends, all the lawn décor was stolen. We reported it to the police and they

said, “Yeah, we have a lot of this, and they take them and sell the stuff at

the swap meets.”

We had the last remaining lawn décor stolen this year. We simply can-

not afford to keep replacing these decorations to just be taken again.

Vandals have been pretty recent visitors in our neighborhood, stealing the

tailgate of our neighbor across the street, stealing the rear view mirrors on

our car in our driveway, gang graffiti marked on our sidewalk, graffiti on

our trashcans, eggs thrown to coat the paint of our cars three times, and not

just vandals but the shootings/murder on the end of our street.

Now for another treat: rats. Rodents. Not one or two but dozens.

Destructive, dirty and multiplying at an enormous rate. We and our neigh-

bors have incurred thousands of dollars in damages. Downey does not

have a vector control. That is handled through the county. You can call and

they will tell you that they can come out and advise you on how to protect

your home, but they cannot come onto private property to inspect. County

vector control can give me bait, but they are all out. I asked if there were

other rat problems and they said yes. I asked where and they told me they

could not give that information. Oh fine, a rat infestation and they won’t

let me know where it is.

I have spent hundreds if not thousands of dollars to protect my home

and repair the damage done by these rodents. I pay for vector control on

my property taxes twice a year. I contacted the city to help me out.

Well after three months of asking and complaining I have no resolu-

tion from the county or city. The county never showed up to inspect, the

city tells me they will get back to me. I guess an uncontrolled rat infesta-

tion isn’t that important to the city or county. They must have more impor-

tant things to do.

Oh well, at least we complied.

— Roxanne Swift,

Downey

Big spending
Dear Editor:

Enough is enough. It’s time we the people rise up and tell what is hope-

fully the last of the big spenders, President Obama, that we have had more

than enough of his reckless spending.

He wants to spread the wealth around. I have a suggestion for him to

achieve this: Let him, Al Gore, Hillary and Bill, Ted Kennedy and many

others walk the walk – start with themselves and when their resources are

depleted, come to us. 

I wish President Obama would cease to campaign and cease from giv-

ing speeches, because every time he gives a speech, the stock market

drops. When all our 401(k)s and our IRAs and investments are gone, who

is going to foot the bill for all these trillions that House Speaker Nancy

Pelosi has written for him in the spending bill? He kept saying “I have a

plan,” but then we learned that his policies and big spending programs

were written by Pelosi who, by the way, is the only speaker of the house

to ever have her own private airplane; and guess what, paid by the taxpay-

er.

— Elsa Van Leuven,

Downey

CEO blues
By Eric Pierce

Blessed is the person who thought up the rule not to talk about
politics or religion at the workplace. It’s a subject that gets
people riled up, and really, when’s the last time you were

successful at changing someone’s mind?
Sports and last week’s episode of “The Bachelor” are always

safer topics of discussion.
But something has been bugging me lately, and it has nothing to

do with Jason Mesnick (that creep). What bothers me is that the
government is handing out billions upon billions of dollars in
bailout money. The government is like a loose slot machine right
now, looser than the Slots-A-Fun casino in Vegas.

The government gave Northern Trust bank $1.6 billion, an
unthinkable amount of money that it didn’t even ask for. Can’t
blame someone for accepting free money.

What bothers me is not that the government is doling out bil-
lions of dollars per se; what I’m wondering is where did this money
come from?

If our country is so flush with dispensable cash, why hasn’t the
government taken a more aggressive role in feeding the poor, pro-
viding shelter for the homeless, or assisting the nation’s non-profits?

Suddenly, seemingly out of nowhere, the government has bil-
lions of dollars to give away. 

But the ultimate irony is you have to be rich, like a CEO or bank
executive, to cash in.

Downey’s selling points
Dear Editor:

As I always do, when I talk about Downey with people from other

places in L.A., I get the sense that one of the main problems with our city

is basically image and identity. Most people really have no idea where

Downey is, or what it's about, the people that live there, the community,

etc. I find that a lot of people consider this area to be “ghetto.” Of course,

we all know that it's not, but the fact is that that’s the perception, coupled

with an urban environment that seems to sprawl at times with no specific

direction and intent (I'm talking about design), I believe hinders the possi-

bility of getting high quality investments into the city. 

So what I propose is that we look at the possibility of rebranding the

city, just as you would a clothing brand or any other consumer product.

Downey needs to connect with an image. I believe it’s difficult to attract

high-end investments when we aren't putting an image out there of the city

that calls for that. I feel like we need to make the city look diverse, cul-

tured, artistic, historic, energetic, colorful, young, vibrant, urban, etc. (add

in more as you want). By showcasing the elements of our city history that

make it unique, (neighborhoods, architecture, 50's, 60's, churches) and

combining that with the youthful and colorful nature of  the present day,

(kids, skateboarding, full grown trees, portraits of people, diversity, differ-

ent foods, events, families, etc.) I think we can show off Downey in a very

unique way that separates us from surrounding cities and makes us attrac-

tive again.

Think about what a coffee table book on Downey would look like:

well-designed, artistic, colorful, detailed. It would connect with the past...

but have a major emphasis on the present. You don’t need paragraphs and

paragraphs of text. Pictures and the emotional connection you can make

with a good photo is worth more than line and line of text. Example: a

photo showing the texture of an old brick wall. Not super exciting, but

when laid out next to a wider shot of the building, you make a more phys-

ical connection with the place, a deeper level of connection. The general

feeling I'm getting from traveling around L.A. and in other places is that

everything old is new again. There is a newfound appreciation for the past,

because people are realizing how unique it is. That's what Downey has,

and it needs to showcase it, protect it and take advantage of it.

I know its not an easy task, and we are trying. However, I recently

received a brochure from the Downey Chamber of Commerce about doing

business in Downey. Maybe you have seen it or not, but I think it does not

serve the purpose of showcasing our city well. It’s bland, it’s not artistic,

it’s boring, it doesn't excite or show anything important. It just doesn't do

a good job of selling the city, and at the end of the day, that’s pretty much

what it comes down to. 

I know many people don't realize the importance of good design, and

are really oblivious to it, but let me tell you, it does make a huge differ-

ence. We live in a designed environment, and the appearances put forth by

those designs affect our psychology, whether it’s consciously or uncon-

sciously. Very simple example: the streetlight banners advertising the

Farmers Market, black text on a blue background. Bad design, hard to

read, bad color choices for high contrast. Most good graphic designers

would not make that mistake. Well, anyway, I'm not writing to give a

design lesson, my point is that design in the communication of informa-

tion is very important and we need to take notice of that, and fix those

issues. I don’t think it takes more money, just a bit of awareness.

Lastly, I will once again reiterate how much I feel like tearing down

the Avenue Theatre in favor of housing is a huge missed opportunity to

bring entertainment and art and culture into our city. I really hope that

there is something that can be done here to find suitable investors to take

over that property and create what the downtown area really needs, enter-

tainment! I know they are out there and we shouldn’t rush into things,

because we're going to have to live with these buildings for some time. I

feel like there are other places in our downtown area that could be used for

housing. Everyone I talk to says the same thing. 

Thanks for reading, and sorry for rambling.

— George Manzanilla,

Downey

Letters to the editor may be submitted by writing to The Downey Patriot,
8301 E. Florence Ave., Suite 100, Downey, CA 90240 or by e-mail to
downeypatriot@yahoo.com. Letters may be edited for style and/or con-
tent. Letters must include a full name and address for verification.

Open letter to readers
Dear Editor:

It is amazing what you can stuff in a Kia Spectra. They really are

roomy.

I am headed to Arizona where I will be writing for another newspaper.

As I leave Downey with my car full of my belongings, my heart is full of

cherished memories.

It will be impossible to forget the Chamber mixers, Sue Norton, and all

of the ambassadors who always made me feel welcome. I will miss drop-

ping off papers at the Downey Adult School every Friday, and I don’t think

I will find another hair stylist as wonderful as Sherry from Johnny and Co.

Even though I now belong to a new newspaper family, I will miss

drinking Eric’s coffee in the morning and my lunch buddy Dorothy. I don’t

think anyone will ever shoot rubber bands at me like Linda, and no one

makes cupcakes better than Jennifer.

It has been a pleasure meeting so many different Downey business

owners and representatives, city employees, and residents. It has been a

privilege helping you with your advertising needs and sharing your stories

with the community.

My best wishes to The Downey Patriot staff and to all of you. Thank

you for helping make Downey my home for awhile.

—Mary Forney,

Downey

Letters to the Editor:



SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

On This Day...
March 6, 1836: The Alamo in San Antonio, Texas is defeated by Mexican forces after an early-morning
assault. The battle concludes 13 days of fighting.
1857: The Supreme Court rules that Dred Scott, a black slave, could not sue for his freedom in a federal court.
1923: TV personality Ed McMahaon is born. Also born March 6: former Federal Reserve chairman Alan
Greenspan (83), Pink Floyd lead singer David Gilmour (63), director Rob Reiner (62), actor Tom Arnold (50),
comedian D.L. Hughley (45), and basketball player Shaquille O’Neal (37). 
1981: Walter Kronkite signs off as host of “The CBS Evening News.”
2006: Baseball hall of famer Kirby Puckett dies unexpectedly. He was 45.
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Cancellation of School Play
A Mystery to Students

By: Keysi Carrasco, Intern

By: Bridget Sagrero, Intern

Ash Wednesday

DVD RELEASES FOR
march 10

March 17

Cadillac Records

Milk

Rachel Getting Married

Role Models

Transporter 3

The Girls Next Door: Season 4

South Park: Season 12

Punisher: War Zone

Van Wilder: Freshman Year

Elegy

JAG (Judge Advocate General): Season 8

On Wednesday, Feb. 25, many

teens showed up to school with a

cross marked with ash on their

forehead due to Ash Wednesday,

which marked the beginning of

Lent.

Lent is associated with Baptism

and the preparation it takes to

becoming baptized. This celebra-

tion of Lent is a 40-day process,

which is said to have been devel-

oped in the fourth century.

On Ash Wednesday those of

Catholic morals according to

ancient ways, are encouraged to go

to the altar before the beginning of

Mass, and there the priest dips his

thumb into ashes and marks the

forehead with the symbol of the

cross. During this ceremony the

priest repeats the words:

“Remember man that thou are dust

and unto dust shalt return.”

Mystery still surrounds the can-

cellation of Warren’s school play,

“The Diviners,” as theater teacher

Kyle Deichman refuses to com-

ment to reporters about its halt. 

The play tells the story of a

mentally challenged young boy

who feared water and kept a close

relationship with the preacher in

the state of Indiana. The play fol-

lows the life of the boy and the

events that occur after losing his

mother. 

Many are wondering why the

sudden cancellation of a play that

was supposed to come out this

week has been completely thrown

off the list for the year. When asked

about the play, many of his stu-

dents refused to comment. 

“I’m not talking, Deichman’s

already [mad] and I don’t want him

taking his anger out on me,” said a

“[My family and I] went to

church and marked on our fore-

heads [the cross] as a way of fol-

lowing the Nine vitas example,

who did penance with sackcloths

and ashes.” said Pedro Peralta, a

student at Warren High.  “We also

do not eat meat on Ash Wednesday

and on Fridays for one month.”

The ashes that are used during

this ceremony are those of burnt

remains of the palms of the previ-

ous Palm Sundays, and are sprin-

kled with holy water and incense.

Ash is said to be an ancient symbol

of repentance.

Another action that comes

along with Lent is giving up some-

thing as a sacrifice of purifying the

soul. The goal is not just to hold

back from doing something that is

done on a daily bases for the 40

days, that may be sinful and then

go back to one’s old ways after the

time is up. The goal is to make a

habit of stopping for good. This is

one element of the process to con-

version of a new life in Christ.

Many people choose different

things to give up, for example stop-

ping the usage of “bad” words, or

dedicating the time one used to

watch television and read the bible

instead, the list could go on.

“As a child I would give up

candy, fighting with my siblings, or

promised to keep my room clean.”

said Adriana Rodriguez, a student

at Warren High. “Now I mainly

promise to try to be a better per-

son.”

For Peralta the significance of

giving up something resembles to

him the way in which Jesus gave

up his life for all of human kind.

Along with giving up some-

thing for Lent, comes Scrutinies

and Penance. This is the time in

which baptismal preparation and

baptismal renewal takes place.

During this time one reflects on

their life and prays to God for the

grace to over come the power of sin

student who wished to remain

anonymous. 

People are speculating that the

show was cancelled because the

lead roles did not memorize their

lines in time, which made some of

the other cast members feel as if

there was no point in giving their

best.

“I think he cancelled [the play]

because the play had more poten-

tial than what we were going to

show,” said a student who was

close to the situation. The student

said the play will most likely be at

its best next year when cast mem-

bers have had a chance to improve

and fix their mistakes. 

“Everyone feels a little guilty

for not giving it our all,” said a stu-

dent who only would comment if

remained anonymous. “It’s still a

touchy subject for some of us. We

Blood Drive
By: Helena Park, Intern

The American Red Cross is

holding its Blood Drive at Warren

High School on March 19. It is

open to any student older than 16

years of age. However, if you are

16, you must have parent consent

to donate blood. 

Many students are excited to

take part in this great organization.

Warren High junior Irene

Sinsombutcharoen, who is not only

donating blood this year but has

donated once before, said, “The

wait was long, but worth it. It’s

very fulfilling because I’m saving

three lives and contributing to a

great organization.” 

A donor needs to go through

different stages before actually

donating blood. The wait time

varies depending on how many

people are donating but it usually

takes a couple of hours. Once

entering the gym, one must check

in with the supervisors and ASB

members. From there on, they will

provide you with food, such as

Twinkies and water, to help build

up energy. During the process, one

must read a pamphlet regarding the

blood donating procedures. It is

very important to understand the

terms of conditions and the physi-

cal side effects that will occur after

donating blood.

After reading, the student will

be interviewed by the nurses on

past health issues and other infor-

mation that may affect one’s ability

to donate blood. Then, the donor

needs to answer survey questions

based on sexual and travel experi-

ences. Finally, the student will be

able to donate blood, which usual-

ly takes up to 10 minutes. 

Before donating, a student must

know how to prepare themselves

for the donation. The student

should get at least eight hours of

sleep before the donation. They

should also eat a healthy breakfast

that includes proteins, such as lean

meat, cheese, and yogurt, and com-

plex carbohydrates, such as bread,

cereal, and fruit. It is also helpful to

include iron-rich foods, such as red

meat, fish, poultry, beans, raisins,

and iron-fortified cereals, to your

diet.  A student donating blood

should also drink a few extra glass-

es of water before donating. After

donating blood, it is beneficial to

drink more water to stay well-

hydrated, which will decrease the

chance of feeling dizzy and light-

headed. 

The blood drive is a great way

to give back to the community. 

“I’m very excited to be helping out

for such a great cause,” says

Warren High junior Gesabel

Gutierrez. “It’s great that our

school is conveniently providing us

with an opportunity to help those in

need.” Students who are healthy

and are able to donate should defi-

nitely seize this opportunity.

By: Michelle Muller, Intern

Junior State of
America (JSA)

Over the years, the Junior State

of America (JSA) has had many

students partake in this national

organization. Being in the 75th

year of existence, JSA has man-

aged to attract more than 500,000

student members. This organiza-

tion was created to allow students

who are interested in politics and

government, the law, education and

foreign affairs, to converse among

their peers and be introduced to the

different ways of politics. 

JSA is a national organization

that is prearranged at the local

chapter level. It is an organization

run by student leaders, whom are in

charge of doing all necessary plan-

ning to carry out all conventions,

any conferences and political

awareness events. 

The Model Congress

Legislature delegations from

schools in California and Arizona

attended the, Winter Congress

2009 convention on Feb. 20, at

Westin Hotel in Pasadena. At these

types of conventions, the delega-

tions have the opportunity to pro-

pose bills and discuss the advan-

tages and drawbacks they could

pose if any of the bills were to be

passed. 

This year, Warren High School

will be hosting a mini-convention

along side the existing delegations

at El Camino Real High School

and Birmingham High School.

JSA’s President Samuel Yun found-

ed the delegation at Warren High

School, three years ago, and is cur-

rently running for Vice Mayor of

this region. 

The regulations for these char-

ters vary across the nation.

Warren’s delegation has a fee as

high as $4. This fee covers the

national, state, and regional school

tax.  

This organization invites stu-

dents to exchange ideas through

stimulating student debates, and

through trying to discuss problems

that are faced today, politically

wise.

JSA also offers summer trips to

several elite campuses, such as

Georgetown, Princeton, Stanford

and Yale. At these conventions, the

student members take college

courses six times a week, that are

purposed to develop the members’

knowledge of politics, leadership

and history, and develop their skills

of writing and speaking persua-

sively. These trips are averaged to

last less than a month. 

The young delegates attend

other activities where they get to

interact with other students. As

well as, attending sessions where

they get to interrelate with well-

known journalists, politicians, and

opinion leaders. 

What the organization tries to

achieve through offering these

opportunities, is when the students

conclude the program, they meas-

ure off with higher knowledge of

civic responsibility. 

JSA encourages students to

start their own delegations at their

school, if one does not exist

already. In order to run a successful

delegation; it must consist of a

minimum of eight members. 

“We encourage people who are

fun loving, motivating individuals

to join the club,” said Warren High

School student and JSA’s President

Samuel Yun. Yun goes on to say

that this organization should not be

seen as an organization for those

that are socially misfit, rather for

those who seek a place where they

can speak with their peers about

what is occurring in the nation

today. 

Other events that are organized

by the members are dances, and

activities where they can go out

and have fun with not only the

friends they already had prior to

their involvement in this program,

but to consort with the new friends

they made through this program.  

spent a lot of time on our project.”

Some students are wondering why

Deichman did not just choose to

postpone the play or why alterna-

tives were not assigned to these

important roles. It has been said

that Deichman put in a substantial

amount of money from his own

pocket into the production of the

play. Postponing it for later would

only add to higher costs. 

Many of the cast members are a

bit heartbroken, but they also

understand that it had to be done.

They hope to prove themselves in

the next upcoming plays set for the

year. 

that they face everyday. 

Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving

are the three traditional pillars of

Lent. More time is given to prayer

for oneself and others who are in

search of the Lord. Fasting in the

early Church was to be two days

before Easter, but later became a

40-day celebration process. Fasting

includes not eating any red meats

on Ash Wednesday and every

Friday after that until Easter. To

Catholic’s fasting is as linked to

living the baptismal promise.

Almsgiving is the third tradi-

tional pillar, which is a sign of care

for those in need and expression

and gratitude for all God has given

humans. 

During Lent at least once there

is a service on the Stations of the

Cross. For many people this is a

very moving and overwhelming

time as the fourteen stations are

remembered or reenacted.

Station one is when Jesus is

condemned to death. Station two is

when Jesus is made to bear His

Cross. Station three, He falls under

His Cross. Station four, Jesus

meets His mother. Station five is

when Simon the Cyrene helps

Jesus carry His Cross. Station six is

when Veronica wipes the face of

Jesus. Station seven, Jesus falls the

second time. Station eight, Jesus

speaks to the daughters of

Jerusalem. Station nine, Jesus falls

the third time. Station ten, Jesus is

stripped of His garments. Station

eleven, Jesus is nailed to the Cross.

Station twelve, Jesus dies on the

Cross. Station thirteen, Jesus is

taken down from the Cross. Station

fourteen, Jesus is buried in the sep-

ulcher.

Video game
tournament
at Best Buy

DOWNEY – The Best Buy at Downey Landing is hosting a Street

Fighter video game tournament tomorrow from 1-6 p.m. 

The tournament will be played on the Playstation 3 console. Sixty-four

participants have already signed up, but more are welcome. 

Sign-ups will be taken inside the store, or by calling Best Buy at (562)

803-9850 (ask for Mike Rodriguez).



W
ith no end of the ecomonic down-

turn in sight the number of people

serving as their own lawyers is on

the rise across the country, and these cases are

no longer limited to uncontested divorces and

small claims. Even people embroiled in child

custody battles, potentially devastating law-

suits and bankruptcies are representing them-

selves.

This trend has resulted in court systems

being bogged down with filings from people

unfamiliar with legal procedure. Moreover,

some of these pro per litigants, as they are

known, are making mistakes with expensive and long-lasting conse-

quences — perhaps confirming the old saying that he who represents him-

self has a fool for a client.

I have been in court on a number of occasions and have witnessed

cases in which parents have lost custody disputes because they were unfa-

miliar with such legal standards as burden of proof and how to present

their case before the Court.

While the fees lawyers charge vary widely, the average hourly rate

ranges from around $260 to more than $400  in California, depending on

what legal issue they are helping you with.

With legal fees this high and unaffordable for some people it is not sur-

prising that  about 80 percent of people in California represent themselves

in civil family law cases — such as divorce, custody and domestic vio-

lence cases — according to the Self-Represented Litigation Network. In

San Diego alone, the number of divorce filings involving at least one per-

son not represented by a lawyer rose from 46 percent in 1992 to 77 per-

cent in 2000.

The result also leaves the Courts absolutely inundated with people who

do not understand the procedures, it is a disaster for high-volume courts,

because an inordinate amount of their clerks’ time is spent trying to make

sure that the procedures are correctly followed.  In California many Courts

offer self-help Web sites or desks at court offices that offer standard legal

forms for such things as simple divorces. In some Courts, volunteer

lawyers are made available to give legal advice to those who cannot afford

an attorney.

The legal profession may not like the trend but realizes it is here

to stay, and has gotten behind the effort. The American Bar

Association is encouraging states to set up self-help desks and adopt

standard forms.

Also, a majority of states have amended their attorney ethics rules to

promote a growing practice known as “unbundling,” (also known as

“Limited Scope Representation”) in which a lawyer handles just part of a

contract, lawsuit, divorce or other litigation for a small fee, rather than tak-

ing on the entire case. The ethics rules have been changed to make it clear

that lawyers can do this without being held responsible for the entire case.

That can ease their fears of being sued for malpractice. 

Chance to ask an attorney
your questions
DOWNEY – By popular request, attorney Carol A. Peters is returning

to the Ezra Center for Mature Adults at Temple Ner Tamid on March 17. 

Part of the program will be an open forum, “Ask the Attorney,” where

guests can ask general legal questions (no private legal matters will be dis-

cussed). 

The second part of the program is titled “Bioethics.” Peters will dis-

cuss choices and options to consider should you become disabled, and

how to “make sense of all the rules, regulations and red tape.”

Registration begins at 9:45 a.m. and the program begins at 10. A

kosher lunch will be available after the program. Cost is $6 for Ezra mem-

bers, $7 for non-members.

For more information, call Miriam Brookfield at (562) 943-3170.

Counsel’s Corner: Limit your attorney
fees with limited scopes

BY STEVE LOPEZ, 
LAW OFFICES OF STEVE LOPEZ

If you choose to handle your case this way, remember that communi-

cation and teamwork is the key to success in limited scope representation

cases. You must make sure to discuss your legal matter with the attorney

in detail and ask questions about issues that are not clear to you.

Remember that you and your attorney must have a clear understanding of

each others’ assignments. 

The benefit to you is that you can use your litigation budget best by

doing the simpler parts of the case yourself and focusing the attorney’s

time on the complicated tasks that you do not think you can do effective-

ly yourself. This way you keep greater control of your case than if the

attorney was handling the entire case. Remember that the attorney has had

the education and experience to work on the more technical parts of your

case, guide you throughout the court process, and spot important legal

issues that you may not see on your own.

There are special forms and service contracts that have to be used by

you and your attorney when you agree to limited scope representation.

You can always agree to increase or change the scope of representation

between the two of you at any time. 

A special notice has to be filed in the case to inform the court and the

other party of the limited scope representation if the attorney is going to

appear in the case for you [Form FL-950, Notice of Limited Scope

Representation].

To find a lawyer who is willing to help you in a limited scope manner,

you may contact the Lawyer Referral Service. If you already know a

lawyer that you would like to hire, ask him/her about a limited scope rep-

resentation arrangement.

The purpose of this column is to provide general information on the law,
which is subject to change. It is not legal advice. Consult a lawyer if you
have a specific legal problem.

West receives field trip grant
DOWNEY – West Middle School has received a $700 from Target

Corporation to take 120 students to the Getty Center in Los Angeles.

The grant request was made by school librarian Julia Desalernos,

whose submission was chosen from more than 25,000 applications nation-

wide.

“With the nation’s schools facing increasing budget shortages each

year, field trips are often one of the first elements eliminated from the cur-

riculum,” Target said in a statement. “The Target Field Trip Grants

Program, which launched in September 2006, distributed 5,000 grants

totaling $4 million in funds this year to education professionals to help fill

this gap, so that teachers may continue using the valuable experiential

learning gained from field trips to enhance students’ classroom studies.

Students will visit the Getty April 2 and June 4. The school also

received a $20 Target gift card to purchase snacks for the trip, a digital

camera, window cling sets, and school supplies.

Pop Warner in need of coaches
DOWNEY – Downey Pop Warner Football is in the process of assem-

bling coaching staffs for the 2009 season. Potential coaches will soon be

interviewed to fill the many positions required to staff the six tackle teams

and cheerleading squads and several flag teams.

Last year, the Razorbacks placed teams from each of their five divi-

sions in the conference playoffs, and one team advanced to the conference

championships. The cheerleaders also won several awards in their confer-

ence competition.

For more information on volunteering as a coach, call Louis Morales

at (310) 350-0220 or Mike Baumann at (562) 889-1183.

Tennis classes begin March 17
DOWNEY – The next session of tennis classes for children and adults

at Independence Park begins March 17.

Instruction is led by tennis professional Fabian Grassini and his staff.

The classes are offered by the city of Downey Community Services

Department.

Adult classes will be held Wednesdays from 6-7 and 7-8 p.m. Each

class will focus on continued skill development for beginning and

advanced players. The fee for the 8-week class is $95.

Classes for children ages 4-7 and 8-14 will be Tuesdays and

Wednesdays from 4-5 p.m. (level 1) and 5-6 p.m. (level 2). Cost is $95 for

eight weeks.

For more information, or to register, call (562) 904-7238.

Buy a shamrock, help fight disease
DOWNEY – Residents are encouraged to buy and sign $1 or $5 sham-

rock mobiles at local restaurants and supermarkets, with money helping to

support the Muscular Dystrophy Association’s outpatient clinic at Rancho

Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center in Downey.

The clinic helps to fund neuromuscular disease research, send kids to

MDA summer camp at Camp Palomar in San Diego, and more.

Shamrocks Against Dystrophy is the nation’s largest charitable cam-

paign associated with St. Patrick’s Day. The shamrock mobiles are avail-

able at several restaurants, markets, convenience stores, and other local

retailers. For information about participating stores, call MaryBeth

Stepehens, district coordinator for MDA, at (562) 498-4923.

The fundraiser will continue through March 17.



Mildred Sader was
active in community
DOWNEY – Mildred Corinne Sader, a

Downey resident since 1954, has passed away.

She was born in Minneapolis, Minn. in 1909

and came to California in 1930. Her husband,

Clayton, died in 1978. She was employed by

Bullocks Department Store and later by

Goodyear Tire and Rubber in payroll until her

retirement.

Since moving to Downey, she was a member

of Downey United Methodist Church and served

as president of the Wesleyan Service Guild. She

was also a member of many circles, committees and the Crusaders Sunday

school class. 

Sader was also a member of several local service organizations,

including P.E.O., Downey Woman’s Club, the Downey Symphony Guild,

Sons or Norway and Job’s Daughters. She also played the piano and sang.

Sader was predeceased by her parents, Chris and Amelia Hansen, and

sister, Evelyn McDonald. She is survived by her daughter, Lynda Sader, of

Downey; three grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.

She was laid to rest at Rose Hills Memorial Park in the Masonic

Gardens. A celebration of life service will be held Tuesday at 11 a.m. at

Downey United Methodist Church. In lieu of flowers, her family requests

donations to the Mildred Sader Memorial Fund at Downey United

Methodist Church.

Carmen Acevedo 
services today
DOWNEY – A funeral service will be held today for Carmen E.

Acevedo, a longtime Downey resident, who passed away Feb. 26 in

Ontario. She was 74.

She was born Nov. 21, 1934 in New York City.

Services will be held at 11 a.m. today inside the Miller-Mies Chapel in

Downey. Pastor Poncho Juarez of Calvary Chapel in Montebello will offi-

ciate. Burial will immediately follow the service at Resurrection Cemetery

in Montebello.

She is survived by a son, Paul; daughter, Cynthia; and grandchildren,

Bryan, Brianna and Brandon.

“The family would like to express their appreciation to the physicians

and staff at Downey Regional Medical Center, for the fine care they pro-

vided for their mother over the past year,” Miller-Mies Mortuary said in a

statement.

Virginia Morris 
passes away peacefully
DOWNEY – Virginia Mae Morris, a long-

time resident and active in schools and her

church, passed away peacefully in her sleep on

Feb. 28. 

Morris was recently admitted to Kaiser

Permanente Hospital with an infection, and later

contracted pneumonia. Her death was due to

complications of pneumonia and Alzheimer’s

disease.  She was 91, and had suffered from

Alzheimer’s for more than 10 years.

She and her late husband, Mack Morris,

moved to Downey in 1946, and purchased property for a home when the

surrounding area was all orange groves and corn fields.

Morris was born in Ogden, Utah, where her father was a railroad engi-

neer with Union Pacific. The family lived in Ogden and Park City until her

father’s death in 1932. The family (her mother and two older brothers)

then moved to Huntington Park when she was 16. After graduating from

Huntington Park High School, she attended a trade school and became a

licensed beautician, and worked out of a beauty shop in Los Angeles.

Morris’ best friend, Elizabeth Morris, introduced Virginia to her broth-

er, Mack, who was on furlough from the Army. Mack and Virginia mar-

ried in 1943 and had one son, D. Mark Morris in 1947. 

Mack worked as a general contractor until his death. She then worked

at Grants in the day, and was trained as a nursing attendant for Rancho Los

Amigos Hospital, where she worked nights in the amputee and spinal

chord ward. She retired from Rancho after 25 years of service.

Morris was an active member of the Downey Fourth Ward of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, where she served in many

positions of leadership. She was Primary President and Relief Society

President, and a Sunday school teacher. She was a temple ordinance work-

er at the Los Angeles Temple, and did genealogy and family history.

Morris was active in the community and served in the Boy Scouts of

America, and the PTA while her son attended Downey schools. She served

as treasurer of the Downey Council PTA.

Morris was preceded in death by her husband, Mack, in 1966. She is

survived by her son, D. Mark (Pamela) Morris, of Downey; five grandchil-

dren, Allison (Scott) Marshall, of Whittier, Kathryn Morris, Brian Morris,

Sharon Morris, and Wayne Morris, of Downey; and one great-grandchild,

Brent Marhsall. 

Services were held yesterday at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints in Downey at 10 a.m., with interment following at Rose Hills

Memorial Park in Whittier. Allen-English & Estrada Funeral Service in

Bell Gardens assisted the family.

Sobhy Gad Makary
mourned by family
DOWNEY – Sobhy Gad Makary, a Downey

resident since 1981, passed away Feb. 26.

Makary was born July 24, 1925 in Egypt and

was married to the late Viola Makary. He came

to the United Sates in 1974 and moved to

Downey in 1981.

He worked as a cabinet maker until he was

hurt in 1984. He enjoyed making things for his

church, including wooden offering boxes and

framed holy pictures.

He is survived by his four children, Mark,

Eivon, Richard and Isis; and grandchildren, Peter, John, Miriam, Daniel,

Amanda, David, Youstina, Krystal, Kativon and Verena.

Funeral services were held Wednesday at St. George Coptic Orthodox

Church Bellflower. Interment followed at Holy Cross Cemetery in Culver

City.

Celtic music group at OASIS
DOWNEY – Band members Barbara Gershman and Patty McCollom

will present “The Legacy of Celtic Music” at Monday’s OASIS (Older

Adults Seeking Information and Skills) meeting at Downey Adult School.

The duo has practiced traditional music for years, and entertain audi-

ences with the ancient sounds of the dulcimer, fiddle and banjo. The Celtic

music is part of OASIS’s St. Patrick’s Day celebration.

All older adults are welcome to the free meeting. Registration begins

at 2:45 p.m., followed by the program at 3:45. An optional dinner ticket

may be purchased at time of registration for $3.50. 

Downey Dial-a-Ride can provide transportation to those who qualify.

For more information on OASIS, call (562) 940-6200.

Barbara Gershman and Patty McCollom will present traditional
Celtic music Monday at Downey Adult School.

St. Joseph Table on March 15
DOWNEY – The Italian Catholic Federation, branch 362 of St.

Raymond’s parish, will sponsor their 26th annual St. Joseph Table on

March 15 in the Msgr. Robert Gipson Hall, 12348 Paramount Blvd., in

Downey.

The day begins with the viewing of the table at 9 a.m., followed by the

liturgy celebration and procession at 11 a.m., the blessing of the table at

noon, and a pasta dinner from 12:30-5 p.m.

For more information, call Charlene Drobeck at (562) 928-1937 or

Aline Amatisto at (562) 693-9430.

Champagne luncheon March 14
DOWNEY – The Our Lady of Perpetual Help Women’s Guild will

host a champagne luncheon March 14 at 11 a.m. inside the Rio Hondo

Event Center.

Price is $25 and includes choice of beef or salmon lunch. Door prices

and centerpieces will also be raffled off.

Reservation deadline is March 9. Make checks payable to Catholic

Women’s Guild and mail to Terry Ramirez, 10238 Chaney Ave., Downey,

CA, 90241. Indicate your preference of beef or chicken when mailing the

check.

Christian club meets Wednesday
DOWNEY – The Downey Christian Women’s Club will listen to Lona

Beardsley speak on “The Inside Story on Family Relationships” when it

meets March 11 at the Los Amigos Country Club.

The meeting, titled “Spring Jewels,” will feature music by Alan Kerr

and Derek Delp and a special feature from Elena’s Kreations.

The meeting begins at 11:45 a.m. and is open to both men and women.

Cost for the lunch meeting is $13 and reservations are requested by call-

ing Sonja at (562) 862-4347 or Jean at (562) 861-1114.

History of Downey a weekend event
DOWNEY – The Downey Historical Society will host the 2009

Conference of California Historical Societies Southern Symposium,

scheduled this weekend, March 6-7.

The event begins today with registration from noon to 5 p.m. The day’s

highlight is a dinner and program at 7 p.m. 

John Vincent, president of the Downey Historical Society, will be the

speaker. He’ll give a slide presentation of the history of Downey.

For information on pricing, reservations, and scheduled events, call

Ann Shea at (562) 408-6959 or e-mail ashea@caaamuseum.org.



HONEST HANDYMAN

Painting, plumbing, electri-

cal, carpentry.

Call Jim (562) 869-0741

ARMAS PATCHING

& RESTUCCO

Exterior & interior plaster

patching, matching all stucco

textures. Very clean. 25 years

exp. No patch too small. Free

estimates. Ask for Ray Armas

Lic# 882779

(562) 923-8227

NEED A PAINTER

Interior & exterior, ref.

Call Rick (562) 225-0540

SERVICES

$400 OFF

1ST MO. RENT

W/1 year lease on approved

credit. FREE CREDIT

CHECK. 2 bed Available now!

Starting @ $1,200 & up. Large

floor plans, garages, A/C, ver-

ticals, dishwasher, stove,

sparkling pool & BBQ area.

7117 Stewart & Gray Rd.

Downey

(562) 928-9808

N. DOWNEY

2 bed, starting @ $1,350 -

$1,450 incl. water, trash, gas

pd. Pool, spa, C/A, secured

bldg.

(562) 869-4313 mgr.

2 BED DOWNEY

A/C, new flrs., off street

prkng. $1,125

(562) 803-1467

DOWNEY $300 OFF

FIRST MONTHS RENT

SUPER LARGE STUDIO

ALSO 2 BEDS, 1 BATH.

Water/trash pd., pool, A/C,

cable. Close to fwys., shops,

schools, bus , park.

Call (562) 861-9100

NORWALK 1 BED $895

A/C, gtd. prkng., new flrs.

(562) 863-6599

2 BR, 2 B, LG. APT.

1,300 sq. ft., dbl. gar., avail.

Mar. 15. $1,400 mo. + sec. dep.

(562) 477-2026

FOR RENT

GREAT

OPPORTUNITY

Dependable mature adult

couple to manage 14 units in a

great area of Downey.

Experience required both in

management & light mainte-

nance. Great rental allowance.

(714) 547-4049 9-5 pm

ADVERTISING

SALES REP.

Needed for local newspaper

to sell advertising to

businesses in Downey.

Experience helpful

Email Resume to:

Jennifer@

TheDowneyPatriot.com

or call (562) 904-3668

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVER LOOKING

FOR WORK

Experienced, ref. avail.

Call Erica (323) 557-3368

WORK WANTED

DOWNEY 1 BEDROOM

Small quiet complex, fully

enclosed single gar. $900 mo.

+ $900 sec., no pets.

(562) 862-8820

NORTH DOWNEY

DUPLEX

2 bedroom, garage, no pets,

$1400 per month

(562) 862-8820

DOWNEY APT.

Very quiet bldg., 2 bed, 1 1/2

bath. $1250/mo., Elec. stove,

A/C, ceiling fan, new carpet

& paint, pool, covered prkng.,

no pets, avail. April.

(562) 776-8494

HOUSE FOR RENT

Downey, lg. 2 bed, 2 bath, nice

back yard, 2 car garage.

(562) 927-4448

(562) 879-4177

DOWNEY TOWNHOME

STYLE APT.

2 bed, 2 bath, $1,300 mo. + sec.

Call Steve (562) 927-2626

DWY. 1 BED APT.

Lndry. room, 1 parking space,

$850 mo. + $500 deposit.

(562) 861-5757

3 BED, 2 BATH HOUSE

Bellflower $2,095, double

garage, central. heat & air.

(562) 867-4710

FOR RENT

CEMETERY PLOTS

Two plots at Rose Hills.

Asking $5,000 total. email

bluesky81303@msn.com

FOR SALE

BIG SALE ON

Pre owned appliances wash-

ers, dryers, warranty. Free

local delivery.

Johnnies Maytag

12018 Paramount Blvd., Dwy.

(562) 927-7433

APPLIANCES

SUPERB PAINTING

Exterior, Interior, senior dis-

counts, references, depend-

able & reliable. Free esti-

mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

FULL SERVICE

PLUMBING

Licensed, bonded & insured,

24/7, senior discount

McKinnon & Sons

Plumbing of Downey

(562) 904-3616

DEBT TROUBLES?

www.Bankruptcyquick.com 

Federally Designated Debt

Relief Agency

Law Office of

Michael Bourdaa.

(562) 622-0820

CARPET 4 U

Nylon Carpet w/Pad

installed: $1.40 sq. ft. Vinyl

Floor installed $2.45 sq. ft.

(562) 866-2195

Showroom at 9303 Alondra

Blvd., Bellflower

ACTION PAINTING &

CONSTRUCTION

Painting, remodel, interior &

exterior. Lic. 456722. Call

Steve Kennedy

(562) 928-7680

(562) 441-6509

MIKE

THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel

home and office, service

upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE

NO OBLIGATION ESTI-

MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SERVICES

DOWNEY $300 OFF

FIRST MONTHS RENT

LARGE & BEAUTIFUL 1

BED. Walk-in closet, water &

trash pd., cable, A/C. Nr.

mall, schools, bus 

(562) 869-2919

BELLFLOWER HOUSE

1 bed, carport, lndry. rm.,

stove & frge. $895.

(562) 867-4710

DOWNEY $300 OFF

FIRST MONTHS RENT

BEAUTIFUL 1, 2 & 3 BEDS

Water/trash pd., pool, A/C,

ceiling fans. Nr. shops,

schools, bus, 105, 710, 605

fwys.

Call (562) 923-8400

FOR RENT

NORTH DOWNEY

1 BR $900 + sec. La Reina bt.

7th/Florence, Locked gates,

lndry., blt. ins.

2 BR $1,175 + sec. Newville

nr. R.S. Gabriel pk. New

floors, paint, blinds, stove,

lndry. hookup.

Ultra clean apts. with A/C,

carport, very quiet.

No Section 8

(562) 862-7071

OPEN HOUSE

SAT. & SUN. 11-1PM

3 bed Downey houe $1,895

12834 Verdura

(909) 266-0037

FOR RENT
AVON BEAUTIFIES

Buy or Sell Avon Today!

youravon.com/scallahan

Ind. Sls. Rep., Hablo Espanôl

Call Janie (562) 631-9357

EMPLOYMENT



Giulio Mirabella, a Downey resident since 1963, celebrated his 95th

birthday with family at Dattilo’s Italian Restaurant in Whittier on

Feb. 6. Giulio’s younger brother, Frank Mirabella, and Isetta

Bernhard arrived from Melbourne, Australia to help celebrate.

Giulio’s family surprised him picking him up in a stretch limousine,

and enjoyed champagne and long-stemmed chocolate-covered straw-

berries inside. Giulio recently renewed his driver’s license and his

renewed license will expire on Feb. 6, 2014, on his 100th birthday.

DOWNEY – Over the past few years, it seems as if baseball in the San

Gabriel Valley League has transformed itself. While we’re so used to see-

ing Downey and Warren compete for the top spot in the division,

Paramount has all of a sudden become a power in the league, along with

Gahr who always has the pitching to put them over the top. But with

Paramount being the defending champions, don’t expect anything differ-

ent this year.

Paramount did it in dominating fashion last year, running the table in

the SGLV, finishing 15-0 in league. If they weren’t shutting out teams with

their pitching, they were running up the score. If they weren’t running up

the score, they were smothering you with defense. While this team had

high hopes in playoffs, they struggled in the second and third rounds

offensively and were knocked out. You can’t knock a team from the top

spot in preseason though after they go undefeated in the division.

Every year, Gahr seems to grab a pitcher that goes the max amount of

innings he can per week. But while it’s nice having that one ace, it’s nor-

mally a combined staff effort for the Gladiators. Last year, if you remove

the ugly loses against Paramount and Warren, their pitching staff gave up

on average under three runs a game. As the old baseball cliché goes, pitch-

ing and defense will win championships. While they might not have the

firepower to compete with Paramount, they’ll be right there in the end.

Downey, Warren expect to be
challenged in SGVL

BY SCOTT COBOS, 
STAFF WRITER

Downey had a very good season last year, and has a lot of returning play-

ers except for a few key contributors, one including ace Nate Coronado.

They do though have team stud Ivory Thomas returning. Thomas earlier this

year already signed a letter of intent to play for Cal State Fullerton when he

graduates. Last year, Thomas led the Vikings in all major categories includ-

ing average, homeruns, and RBIs. But the Vikings probably won’t finish

better than third because pitching seems thin on the team.

After the second coaching change in as many years, it might be at least

one more year until Warren’s baseball program is back on track. The Bears

again had a sub-.500 record and didn’t win 10 games for the first time in

over five years. Manager Paul Alvarez will have his hands full with a

bunch of players this year that have not played at the varsity level. Again,

patience is key in revamping this once highly regarded baseball program.

Fourth place seems fitting.

It’s hard to say anything great about Lynwood baseball because they

are so hit-and-miss. They always seem to be the team with some flashes

of talent but are never able to put it together and come out with a squad

that can be competitive. As their record from last year indicates, unless

their returning players improved immensely in the off season, it’s hard to

even imagine them finishing higher than fifth.

Unorganized would probably be the best way to describe Dominguez

baseball. They haven’t been over .500 in league play for what seems like

eternity now. Not much has changed over time and the best way to put a

last place finish is this: Dominguez High School is a basketball school.

Wells Fargo names new manager
DOWNEY – Danny Chang has been named dis-

trict manager for Wells Fargo’s Pacific Gateway

region, where he will oversee more than 209 employ-

ees at 10 Wells Fargo bank branches, including those

in Downey.

Chang, who holds a bachelor’s degree in political

science from UCLA, began his career at Wells Fargo

as a personal banker in 1997. In his most recent posi-

tion, he was a sales development consultant for the

company’s professional development program, where

he mentored and coached emerging leadership including managers, serv-

ice managers and bankers.

“I am excited about joining Wells Fargo’s Long Beach Coastal com-

munity banking team,” Chang said. “I look forward to working with this

experienced team of professionals to help our customers achieve their

financial goals.”



“Dames at Sea,” a musical produced by the Downey Civic Light Opera and starring many local favorites,
is now in its final weekend at the Downey Theatre. For tickets, call (562) 923-1714. Photo courtesy Downey
Civic Light Opera

Century 21 My Real Estate and the American Red Cross collected 37 pints of blood at a community blood
drive Feb. 12. “We are happy to help make a difference in the lives of others,” said Steve Roberson, bro-
ker and owner of My Real Estate. “With additional help from within the community, we have an outstand-
ing donation of life to those who need it so desperately.”

Warren High School made it to the CIF water polo finals last week, the first in school history the Vikings
have made it past the first round. Warren came up short in overtime, but will be honored at a CIF ban-
quet next month. Photo by James Quick III

The Kiwanis Foundation presented a $50,000 donation to Downey Unified School District last week in sup-
port of a new computer lab at Sussman Middle School. This marks the second DUSD middle school
(Griffiths, ’07-08) to date that has received a similar donation for a new computer lab. The Kiwanis
Foundation has pledged to support the two remaining DUSD middle schools in the future with like dona-
tions. From left: Jerry Wetzstein, Downey Kiwanis Foundation board chairman; Dr. Wendy Doty, super-
intendent of DUSD; and Mario Trujillo, Downey Kiwanis Club president.
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