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� Ralph and Jeanette Granata
named grand marshals of
Holiday Lane Parade.

BY LAWRENCE CHRISTON

Jeanette and Ralph Granata have been named grand marshals of the Holiday Lane Parade on Dec. 6.
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See DUSD, page 4

DOWNEY – There are many

ways to serve a community. You

can be a firefighter, or a philanthro-

pist. Or you can create a warm,

friendly place where strangers

come for an excellent meal, and by

the end, don’t feel like strangers

anymore.

That’s what Ralph and Jeanette

Granata have done. Granata’s

restaurant is the longest-running

family business in the history of

Downey, and it’s still going strong.

It first opened at Paramount and

Alameda in 1955, moved to

Florence three years later, and

proved so successful that

Downey’s city manager, Gerald

Caton, and Maria Larkin and John

Croshaw of the Downey City

Committee thought it’d be great for

the city if they moved downtown,

which they did in 2001.

During all those years, the fam-

ily has worked together, including

two sisters, one grandmother, and

son Paul, who managed the current

Downey Avenue site.

“I go to the new restaurant, and

the grandchildren who came to the

old one now come in with grand-

kids of their own,” says Jeanette.

An old picture of Ralph over-

looks the dining room. He’s scarce-

ly changed. The same joie de vie
remains in the warmth of his greet-

ing.

He has always taken a lot on

himself. He was born in Gaeta, an

Italian seaside town that was in

harm’s way during World War II.

The fighting was so fierce that the

Granatas will ride as grand marshals

German army leveled a nearby

town. Most of Gaeta’s citizens fled

to the hills. The teenager joined a

small group that grabbed a rowboat

and rowed to Naples, over 40 miles

away, where he worried about his

family in its life or death situation

and continued to worry after the

American army relocated him to a

refugee camp in Sicily.

Ralph always dreamed of com-

ing to America, and once the war

was over he did, first to Maine,

which was way too cold for his

Mediterranean blood – he’d never

seen snow before – and then to

Boston. One night he was invited

by a Catholic women’s club to join

in a musical celebration of folklore

DOWNEY – Conceived ini-

tially by Downey Mayor Mario

Guerra, the City of Downey Green

Task Force has been meeting

monthly since its inception last

May.  

During its one year commis-

sion, as mandated by City Council,

the task force’s objective is to rec-

ommend to the council ways in

which the city can move towards

becoming a more sustainable com-

munity.

Topics of research and discus-

sion have included water conserva-

tion and related city ordinances,

permit fees for environmentally

friendly building projects, as well

as community education on sus-

tainable practices.

To date, the Green Task Force

has put forward a series of some-

times multi-topical recommenda-

tions to City Council, beginning

with a recommendation to lower

the cost of permits for solar instal-

lation. In this instance City Council

was already discussing the possi-

bility of lowering solar fees and

ultimately approved a reduction to

$200 for single family resi-

dences—down from $1,162.

In addition, the Task Force has

recommended that the council pro-

vide for a Downey Green page on

the city’s website, which is current-

ly being updated. Also recom-

and stood close to a young girl

named Jeanette Bianuccio, who’d

just graduated high school.

They’ve stood close ever since.

They were married in 1951, while

he was serving in the U.S. Army in

the Korean conflict.

Southern California seemed a

natural place for them to settle.

They drove out in a brand new ’53

Ford, fully paid for.

“I can still smell the lemons

and orange blossoms,” says

Jeanette. “There was a lot of

warmth in the people. They were

hospitable. Downey had an inti-

mate feel then. We fell in love with

it.”

Ralph went to work as a chef at

Michael’s Restaurant, a site cur-

rently occupied by Vasilio’s night

club.

“I’m not afraid of hard work,”

he says. “I figured the future is

where you open your own busi-

ness.”

As for being named grand mar-

shal, he says, “I feel honored, I

appreciate it. But I’m not a big

shot.” And she says, “I’m scared to

death.”

“If I got to live my life all over

again, I wouldn’t change a thing,”

he said. 

“That’s the truth,” she added.

DOWNEY – After an eight-

year absence, Lions Clubs

International is returning to

Downey, pledging to promote serv-

ice and volunteerism, while sup-

porting local projects in the com-

munity.

“We’re excited to be back in

Downey,” said Larry Dicus,

District Governor for 48 Lions

clubs stretching from Long Beach

to Pasadena to Covina. “We’re here

to help you – we want you to know

that you’re joining an organization

that’s a solid organization in the

area.”

Inside Café ‘N Stuff restaurant,

surrounded by a dozen community

members, Dicus explained the pur-

pose of Lions Clubs International

and urged those in attendance to

consider taking on leadership roles

in the club.

“We have over 46,000 clubs in

more than 202 countries and nearly

1.3 million members,” said Dicus,

a member since 1996. “In 1925,

Helen Keller asked us to be nice to

the blind and since then we’ve pro-

vided over $300 million for eye

care.”

In addition to their sight first

program, dedicated to fighting

Lions Club 
can’t stay away
from Downey
� Club is aiming for 20
members by January.

BY CHRISTIAN BROWN, 

STAFF WRITER

blindness, Lions Clubs

International has also provided

resources to youth programs, disas-

ter relief and humanitarian aid.

“We bring a lot of benefits to

the community,” said Dicus. “We

work hand in hand and 100 percent

of the money we raise goes back

into the community.”

Before joining the Lions club

of Bellflower, Ted Edmiston was a

faithful member of the original

Downey chapter.

“I had perfect attendance, if I

remember right,” said Edmiston

with a laugh. “I’ve been a member

for 33 years and my father was a

Lion before me.”

Edmiston, who sits on the

Board of Trustees at Cerritos

College, attributes one main factor

for the closure of the Downey club.

“We got old,” he said. “The

base of the community started

changing and we weren’t good at

change.”

Dicus said the group has col-

lected the names of 16 people

interested in joining, but hopes to

have 20 by the beginning of the

year.

“We encourage people to invite

their friends,” he said. “Once they

see our enthusiasm about serving

our community, we hope they will

join us.”

Several local cities have Lions

clubs including Norwalk, Bell

Gardens, Pico Rivera, Paramount,

Bellflower and Lakewood. 

Green Task Force
staying active

mended has been participation in a

high efficiency toilet distribution

program for multi-family

dwellings, in partnership with the

Central Basin Municipal Water

District, as well as two drought tol-

erant gardening workshops.

Most recently, the Green Task

Force has encouraged City Council

support of a pilot student education

program within the Downey

Unified School District teaching

the environmental advantages of

reusable grocery bags. Council

considered and authorized their

support of this program in conjunc-

tion with the third Los Angeles

countywide “A Day Without a

Bag” celebration, sponsored by

Heal the Bay, which will take place

this year on Dec. 17.

City Council has thus far

approved all Green Task Force rec-

ommendations. The task force will

continue meeting through April

2010, with more far-reaching rec-

ommendations under considera-

tion. 

Meetings are the first Tuesday

of the month at noon, and have

been taking place at the Cormack

Room of the Downey City Library.

The public is invited.

Information from the Green Task
Force was used in this report.

Warren wins $100K fitness challenge
� New fitness center will be
installed in two months.

BY HENRY VENERACION, 

STAFF WRITER

In making the announcement at

the Board of Education meeting

Tuesday, Harris introduced

Latham, along with the Governor’s

Council on Physical Fitness and

Sports executive director Kenny

Rogers, who exhorted everybody

to join the project and exercise.

The theme of the Governor’s

Challenge Competition is “Don’t

Quit! Rise to the Governor’s

Challenge.” 

Harris said the fitness lab will

be delivered in two months, and

there will be an appropriate ribbon-

cutting ceremony then.

Vision Award

Meanwhile, three certificated

employees (read teachers) were

honored with the superintendent’s

Vision Award in the area of instruc-

tion: Downey High’s Jeannette

Hernandez, West Middle School’s

Louis Cortez, and Unworth

Elementary’s Carole Ozima.

Hernandez was in the news

recently for having tutored

Downey grad Kalief Rollins in a

nation-wide business plan competi-

tion which Rollins won. Rollins

was awarded $10,000 for his entry

and won an audience with

President Barack Obama. 

He was accompanied on the

trip by Hernandez who, Downey

High principal Tom Houts said,

even as a new teacher already dis-

played a talent for thinking “out-

side the box” and on her own initia-

tive developed, among other

things, a curriculum on entrepre-

neurship.

West Middle School principal

Craig Bertsch lionized Cortez, who

joined DUSD in 2001 as a science

and math teacher, as a real profes-

sional whose “every lesson he

teaches is well-planned and

exhibits research-proven strategies

that promote student learning of

the California content standards as

well as important life skills.” 

He added: “Every lesson maxi-

mizes instructional time and is dif-

ferentiated to meet the unique

needs and learning styles of our

diverse student population.” 

Bertsch also cited Cortez for

being West’s SIOP coach, responsi-

ble for “developing, monitoring,

and implementing a plan to assist

fellow teachers with professional

self-reflection and instructional

improvement.” SIOP (Sheltered

Jeannette Hernandez Louis Cortez Carole Ozima

DOWNEY – Warren High

School was recently recognized as

California’s “2009 High School of

the Year” for beating out a number

of other high schools representing

different school districts through-

out the state in the Governor’s

Challenge Competition.

According to Warren principal

John Harris, who flew to

Sacramento with Warren senior

Alex Galiviz and PE teacher Dan

Latham for the recognition cere-

mony, Warren High was selected

from among 19 finalists in the

state, from which one elementary

school, one middle school, and one

high school were chosen to each

receive a grand prize of a $100,000

fitness center. 

The governor personally con-

gratulated the winners. 

The competition is an annual

contest among K-12 California

schools that encourages students,

teachers, and parents to be, in

Harris’ words, physically active

30-60 minutes a day, at least three

days a week. Harris said that more

than 2,300 Warren students com-

pleted the governor’s prescribed

fitness program. 



EPA seeks Rockwell workers
LOS ANGELES – The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is

seeking former Rockwell employees who worked on nuclear and radio-

logical projects at the now closed Santa Susan Field Lab near Los

Angeles.

Former employees of Atomics International and Rocketdyne are also

sought as the EPA works to identify potential radiological contamination

at the lab, which is being prepared for clean-up.

The EPA is interested in interviewing former employees that have

knowledge of spills, dumping or other types of releases of radiological

material to the land, air and water. 

The EPA is soon planning a study of radiological contamination at the

lab.

Interviews will be conducted in-person with EPA representatives. To

participate, contact Andrew Taylor at (415) 972-3129 or

taylor.andrew@epa.gov.

High school club washing cars
DOWNEY – The newly-formed Relay For Life Club at Downey High

School will be washing cars tomorrow from 8 a.m. to noon to raise money

for the American Cancer Society.

The club will wash any car for $5.

Church collecting blankets
DOWNEY – Messiah Lutheran Church will be collecting blankets and

quilts to send to a Mexican orphanage when it holds Thanksgiving Eve

worship service Wednesday at 7 p.m.

For more information, call the church office at (562) 923-1215.

OLPH luncheon Dec. 5
DOWNEY – The OLPH Women’s Guild will host its annual

Christmas luncheon Dec. 5 at the Rio Hondo Event Center.

Center pieces and a large wine gift basket will be raffled off. Christine

Pohlen will provide Christmas music.

The luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m.

Cost is $30; children 5 to 11 are $15; children 4 and under are free.

Checks should be made payable to Catholic Women’s Guild and mailed to

Terry Ramirez, 10238 Chaney Ave., Downey, CA 90241. Indicate your

choice of salmon or chicken.

Deadline for reservation is Nov. 30.

Christian church to
mark 140 years

DOWNEY – More than 140 years ago – Jan. 3, 1869 to be exact –

William Justice preached at the first worship service for what is now the

First Christian Church of Downey.

This Sunday, the venerable congregation, located at 4th and New

streets near downtown, will celebrate nearly a century and a half of pro-

claiming the Gospel message to the local community and literally through-

out the world.

The church has celebrated its 140th anniversary throughout 2009 and

the celebration culminates Sunday with special services and a barbecue

luncheon open to the community.

The English service begins at 10 a.m., followed by a Spanish service

at 1 p.m. 

Scott Martin, senior high pastor at Huntington Beach First Christian

Church, will be the guest preacher at the English service. Martin was

raised in the Downey church and later served as its youth pastor before

accepting his current position. He has been at Huntington Beach for seven

years.

Lunch catered by Chris & Pitts will feature hot dog and hamburger

meals with corn on the cob, baked beans and potato salad. Lunch will be

served between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. and is “economically priced.”

For more information on the anniversary celebration or the church in

general, call the office at (562) 862-2438.

Resident is ‘Citizen of the Year’
DOWNEY – Randall Courtney, a longtime Downey resident and

board member for Los Amigos Kiwanis, has been named Santa Fe Springs

Business Professional Citizen of the Year for 2009.

Courtney owns a commercial printing company, Digital Datawerks

and The Copy Center, in the city of Santa Fe Springs and “is always try-

ing to give back to the local community.”

He was honored at a luncheon Wednesday at the Santa Fe Springs

Towne Center Hall.

Free Thanksgiving dinner
DOWNEY – Downey First Christian Church invites the community to

a free Thanksgiving dinner Wednesday from 4 to 8 p.m. in the gymnasi-

um.

The church is located at 10909 New St. in downtown.

Airman reports to Tokyo
DOWNEY – Air Force Capt. Laura Apeldoorn has arrived for duty at

Yokota Air Base in Tokyo.

Apeldoorn, an air freight officer in charge with five years of military

service, is assigned to the 730th Air Mobility Command.

She is the daughter of Lawrence and Hyonae Apeldoorn of Downey.

She graduated from Downey High School in 1998 and received a bache-

lor’s degree from Cal State Long Beach in 2004.

Bus trip to Pechanga Casino
DOWNEY – Seats are still available for a Dec. 7 bus trip to the

Pechanga Resort and Casino.

Proceeds will benefit a scholarship fund from the Woman’s Club of

Downey.

The bus leaves the Woman’s Club at 8 a.m. and will return by 6 p.m.

Cost is $6 for club members, $11 for non-members, and includes a $5

voucher for casino play.

Bingo is played on the bus and guests must be at least 21 years old.

For reservations, call Jeanine Keys at (562) 923-6620 or Doris

Patterson at (562) 869-0377.

Holiday fundraiser tickets on sale
DOWNEY – The Assistance League of Downey will host its major

fundraiser of the year this Sunday at the Long Beach Hilton.

The event begins at 10 a.m. and will include a drawing for a decorat-

ed Christmas tree; silent auction; vendors; handmade crafts and baked

goods; drawings (first prize is two tickets to anywhere Southwest Airlines

flies); and entertainment by the Citrus College Singers.

Funds from the event will go towards the Assistance League’s philan-

thropic projects, including Operation School Bell, H.O.M.E., Kids on the

Block and Hug-A-Bear.

Reservations and drawing tickets are available at the Second Tyme

Around Thrift Shoppe on Downey Avenue or by calling (562) 869-0232.

Church in need of tutors
DOWNEY – First Presbyterian Church of Downey is in need of vol-

unteer tutors for its after-school program.

Tutors are particularly needed in math, science, English and music.

Volunteers may work as little as two hours per week.

For more information, call Alfredo Delgado or George Leiva at (562)

861-6752.

Club celebrates Christmas
DOWNEY – The Downey Christian Women’s Club will celebrate

Christmas on Dec. 9 at Los Amigos Country Club.

Guest speaker Pam Hage will discuss “The Very Best Christmas Gift.”

Cost to attend is $13 and includes a buffet lunch. RSVPs are request-

ed by calling Sonja at (562) 862-4347 or Jean at (562) 861-1114.

Downey resident is a gamer
DOWNEY – David Villalobos, a lifelong resident of Downey, beat out

30 participants to win a “Call of Duty” video game competition at Best

Buy.

Villalobos, a graduate of St. Raymond’s School and currently a senior

at Loyola High School, outlasted his rivals in the single-elimination tour-

nament that lasted several hours.

His prize was a free copy of the sixth edition of the highly-popular

video game franchise “Call of Duty.” Villalobos was allowed to be first in

a line that extended around the corner to collect the game at midnight on

Nov. 10. (Retailers were prohibited from distributing the game any earli-

er.)

Villalobos, a pending Eagle Scout, said he did get up the next morning

to go to school. 

David Villalobos, a pending Eagle Scout, won a “Call of Duty” video

game tournament at Best Buy.
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Thanksgiving storytime for kids
DOWNEY – Preschool children ages 3-5 and their parents can cele-

brate Thanksgiving at a special storytime event at the Downey City

Library on Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. in the Cormack Room.

Children will hear stories about family, friends and the traditional day

of giving thanks.

A bilingual storytime in English and Spanish will be given Wednesday

at 10:30 a.m.

For more information, call (562) 904-7360, ext. 4.

Singing group
needs new
members

DOWNEY – The Joyful

Singers, an ensemble of mixed

voices, is seeking additional

singers to join its group. 

Tenors, basses and baritones

are particularly sought to join the

4- and 5-part harmonies.

The Joyful Singers have per-

formed for the OASIS group at

Downey Adult School and at St.

John’s Lutheran Church in

Cerritos.

The group rehearses a varied

repertoire of new compositions,

show tunes, classics and oldies at a

private home in Bellflower on

Sundays from 6 to 8 p.m. 

The ability to read music is a

plus, but is not required. There is

no fee to join.

For more information, call

Yvonne Blew at (562) 926-2445.



The Downey Bocce Club won first place in the Las Vegas

International Bocce Tournament held Nov. 14-15. The winning team

consisted of, left to right: Alfonso Di Palma, Don Gaggiano, Vince

Zoida and George Castagna.
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Torrid to preview Iraheta’s
debut album

DOWNEY – The Torrid clothing store inside Stonewood Center will

host an Allison Iraheta “listening party” this Sunday.

Beginning at 3 p.m., Iraheta’s new CD will be played in its entirety. A

limited edition T-shirt iron-on will also be raffled away for free.

Iraheta, a Downey resident who advanced to the final four on

“American Idol,” will release her debut album, “Just Like You,” on Dec.

1.

The music video for Iraheta’s first album single, “Friday I’ll Be Over

U,” premiered Thursday on Yahoo Music. 

Music from “Just Like You” is also playing before performances of

“Twilight Saga: New Moon,” which opened in theaters this weekend. 

Kids interpret character
through artwork 

DOWNEY – Downey Federal Credit Union sponsored its fourth annu-

al Character Counts Coloring Contest at two Downey schools.

Students at Ward and Lewis elementary schools were encouraged to

display their interpretation of one of the six pillars of Character Counts. 

Finalists received a $25 cash prize and a gift bag with Character

Counts merchandise.

Eleven winners from Ward and 14 winners from Lewis were

announced. 

Winning students from Ward included Mel Mencos and Isabella De

Lira (kindergarten); Allison Rangel and Syed Zaidi (first grade); Jorge

Perez, Vianka Bernal and Lucia Medina (second grade); and Isaac

Arredondo, Carl Moreno, Stacy Cordero and Elizabeth Morales (third

grade).

Lewis winners included Jaydin Lucero and Daniel Garcia (kinder-

garten); Esteban Bowen and Filifili Fanua (first grade); Quanje Maxwell

and Julieta Meillon (second grade); Anthony Rivera, Aotoa Fanua and

Noronzie Malala (third grade); Christopher Anselmo and Gisselle

Gamarro (fourth grade); and Nicholas Rhodes, Lucia Rios and Savannah

Bala (fifth grade).

“Downey Federal Credit Union is proud to be a partner of Downey

Unified School District and the Character Count program,” said Barbara

Lamberth, president and CEO of DFCU. “We support the school district’s

adoption of Character Counts and all the activities associated with build-

ing character with the students in all Downey schools.”

Jennifer Robbins, principal of Ward, said, “We are pleased that

Downey Federal Credit Union is a close associate of Ward Elementary.

Not only has the credit union acted as a partner with our teachers and stu-

dents, but they have gone the extra mile in providing financial education

for our students.”

A partial list of winners of a Character Counts coloring contest is pic-

tured above. From left: Jorge Perez, Syed Zaidi, Isaac Arredondo,

Allison Rangel, Carl Moreno, Vianka Bernal, Stacy Cordero, Lucia

Medina and Elizabeth Morales. 
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City toy drive starts Monday
DOWNEY – The city’s 24th annual holiday toy drive begins Monday

and ends Dec. 11.

Collection bins will be placed at City Hall, the Barbara J. Riley

Community & Senior Center, all Downey fire stations, all Downey public

schools, the library, and at many local businesses displaying a city toy col-

lection box.

Toys must be new and unwrapped. No used toys will be accepted.

Toys will be distributed through the Downey PTA HELPS’ holiday

basket program, the fire department’s Operation Santa, and to other local

children’s organizations.

For more information on how to get involved with the toy drive, call

the city’s Recycling Office at (562) 904-7103.

Author will be at Borders
DOWNEY – Gerald Blackburn, author of the retrospective book

“Downey’s Aerospace History 1947-1999,” will be at the Borders Express

inside Stonewood Center on Saturday from noon to 3 p.m.

The book, published by Arcadia Publishing, includes more than 200

photographs of what has been called “one of aerospace history’s most

sacred sites.”

Wealthy industrialist E.M. Smith began the history when he purchased

a portion of the Huynan Ranch in 1929. His company, EMSCO Aircraft,

was the first of what would become a memorable list of pioneers in avia-

tion and space.

The story of the site’s aerospace history, where engineers and scientists

designed and developed the technology that took man to the moon and

established a permanent presence in space, extends from North American

Aviation’s tenancy in 1947 to the site closure in 1999.

Blackburn spent 35 years at the Downey site as an engineer and proj-

ect manager with North American Aviation and Boeing.

Copies of the book will be available for purchase. A portion of the

book’s proceeds are being donated to the Aerospace Legacy Foundation.

Thanksgiving service for all
DOWNEY – Downey Memorial Christian Church will host the fifth

annual Downey Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, featuring clergy mem-

bers from various beliefs and faiths in Downey, on Monday at 7 p.m. 

The service draws upon the religious traditions of both Christian and

Jewish communions and “reflects the cultural richness of our community,”

organizers said.

The Rev. Dave Smith of Downey First Christian Church will lead the

service. Mayor Mario Guerra, a deacon at St. Raymond’s Catholic Church,

will present a proclamation from the city.

In addition to traditional and contemporary music, Rabbi Efraim

Wazshaw of Temple Ner Tamid will teach the audience to sing two

Hebrew songs.

Visitors are asked to bring a non-perishable food item which will be

donated to the PTA Helps program.

Refreshments and fellowship will follow the service. 

Downey Memorial Christian Church is at 8441 E. Florence Ave., just

west of Brookshire Avenue.

Straight A students

rewarded by Stauffer
DOWNEY – Local philanthropist Dr. Mary Stauffer wrote checks

totaling $22,800 to more than 175 Downey middle school students during

a recognition ceremony Nov. 4-5 at the Barbara J. Riley Community &

Senior Center.

The money will be used by students to open or add to their college sav-

ings plan.

All 176 DUSD students who received awards earned straight A’s for

both semesters as fifth or sixth graders during the 08-09 school year. A

total of 218 students qualified, and 186 applied for the award. 

Of the 186 applicants, 176 attended the awards ceremonies. 

Checks for $100 each were issued to 163 students. Thirteen students

were recognized as “Stauffer Scholars of the Year” and received $500

checks.

Stauffer Scholars have their names engraved on their school’s perpet-

ual plaque which hangs at the school.

This year’s Stauffer Scholars include Christopher Portillo (East Middle

School), Whitney Pemberton (Griffiths), Calyn Herrington (Sussman),

Johnny Yu (West), Alexis Guerra (Carpenter) Ellis Tirado (Gallatin),

Candice Burruel (Gauldin), Anthony Laverde (Lewis), Jaqueline Martinez

(Old River), Javier Padilla (Price), Kristi Bourret (Rio Hondo), Jonathan

Yi (Rio San Gabriel) and Amber Martinez (Unsworth).

Linda Kennedy, retired director of curriculum and instruction at

DUSD, was guest speaker at the event. She spoke about the benefits of

starting a college savings plan early.

Stauffer told the kids that, “Education is the best investment that you

could ever make.” She encouraged all the children to attend college. 

School board members Willie Gutierrez and Donald LaPlante also

spoke on the importance of a college education. 

Assisting with the event were students from Warren High School’s

Girls League (Simrat Thind, Gifty Assibey, Maria Santana, Sanjana

Narkar and Michelle Bertinelli) and Link Crew (Ana Perez, Brianna

Mendoza, Esteban Garcia, Juan Lopez and Matt Lilley). 

Ana Thorne, a senior secretary, coordinated the application process

and prepared the certificates.

Library items up for bid
DOWNEY – Holiday silent auction items are now available for view-

ing in the foyer of the Downey City Library.

A partial list of items includes: “Only the Best: A Celebration of Gift

Giving in America” by Jill Spalding, containing famous and no-so-famous

gifts beautifully photographed; “Light Post for Living” by Thomas

Kinkade, which tells us how to slow down, simplify options and have a

more joyful life; “Frank Sinatra and the Lost Art of Living” by Bill

Zehme; and “There’s No Business Like Show Business 3 CD Set,” an

inside look at Frank Sinatra and 36 songs to go with it. 

The deadline to bid on items is 12 p.m. on Dec. 12. Bids may be placed

inside the Friend’s Book Store. 

For a complete list of the 12 auction items up for bid, go to

www.downeylibrary.org and click on the “Friends” tab.

Event to feature ethnic food
DOWNEY – A free community event, “Kermes 2009,” featuring food

tasting from more than 20 countries, will be held tomorrow from 9 a.m. to

7 p.m. outside the offices of Zion Media, 12145 Woodruff Ave. 

In addition to food tasting, there will also be bands, CD giveaways,

toys, health screenings and more.

The community is invited.

Church giving away turkeys
DOWNEY – The Love, Peace and Happiness Church will be distrib-

uting free turkeys and serving free Thanksgiving meals on Sunday. 

The free dinners will be served to the “homeless and hurting” of our

community.

Meals will be served beginning at 10 a.m. The community is invited to

the event, regardless of church affiliation.

For more information, call (562) 806-9890.

City Hall to light up tree
DOWNEY – The city of Downey will host its annual Tree Lighting

Ceremony at City Hall on Nov. 30.

The free event runs from 6-8 p.m. The actual tree lighting will occur at

6:30 p.m.

Local schools will provide entertainment. There will also be arts and

crafts for children, a snow play area, a raffle, and a visit from Santa Claus.

Food and refreshments will be sold by the Downey Rose Float

Association.

For more information, call (562) 904-1895.



Instruction Observation Protocol)

addresses methods of academic

instruction for “limited English

proficient” English Learner stu-

dents.

Unsworth Elementary School

principal Yolanda Cornair used

many superlatives in describing

Ozima, who she said began teach-

ing in 1988 at Carpenter and imme-

diately won notice for her “strong

focus on instruction” and for work-

ing well with students, parents and

staff members. She has also been

praised for “demonstrating the

highest level of professional con-

duct, both within her classroom, in

the Rio San Gabriel community,

and in the larger educational com-

munity.”

Currently serving as the Title I,

school improvement and English

resource teacher at Unsworth,

Ozima was lauded for her valuable

work and contributions in several

areas (curriculum and instruction,

BTSA, math leadership team, etc.).

“She has enriched the lives of

Unsworth students in many ways,”

said Cornair.    

In other action, the Board: 

•Accepted with gratitude vari-

ous cash and in-kind donations

from several individual and institu-

tional donors for use at various

schools, including: $3,900 from the

East Middle School PTA in support

of student activities and recogni-

tion, Character Counts and the

Renaissance at East Middle

School; nine large koi fish valued

at $2,000 from Randy Brandon for

the koi pond at Downey High

School; and $1,000 from the

Eleanor Kehoe Eck Trust, in addi-

tion to other no less important

donors, for use by the TLC Family

Resource Center;

•Authorized the payment of

expenses for convention and con-

ference attendance;

Continued from page 1

DUSD: $3,900 donation from East PTA.
•Ratified the general agree-

ments entered into with various

institutions, including one with the

Downey Family YMCA, for the

2009-10 fiscal year effective July

1, 2009 though June 30, 2010; 

•Ratified the payments for spe-

cial education placements;

•Approved the revision to AR

2380 dealing with eligibility

requirements involving grades 6-

12 when they participate in such

extracurricular activities as inter-

scholastic athletics, cheer leading,

drill team, student council, band,

dance team, etc.;

•Ratified purchase orders by

the Purchasing Department; 

•Ratified the issuance of pay-

roll orders for hourly, overtime,

and Civic Center work performed

by classified personnel, Adult

School, and Food Services,

through October 2009;    

•Ratified B warrants;

•Ratified the agreements

between the Downey Adult School

Career and Education Center and a

number of clinics/institutions to

provide practical experience to stu-

dents enrolled in the Medical

Assistant/Dental Assistant pro-

gram; 

•Ratified the license agreement

with the Administrative Office of

the Courts for use of space in

Downey Superior Court, at 7500

East Imperial Highway, for SARB

(School Attendance Review Board)

hearings, effective Oct. 1, 2009;

•Ratified the services agree-

ment with LifeCare Resources, Inc.

for the DUSD employees’ Wellness

Program (provides administration

of the following services: influen-

za, pneumonia, hepatitis B, tetanus

& diphtheria shots, tuberculosis

tests, and lipid profile services)

effective Oct. 1, 2009-Oct. 1, 2011;

•Ratified the contracts with the

Los Angeles County Office of

Education for a)  state fiscal stabi-

lization fund entitlements for use in

DUSD’s ROP program, and b)

bilingual teacher training program

curriculum and instructional serv-

ices, to run till June 30, 2010:  

•Approved the fifth year renew-

al of Bid #05/06-02 for roof

repairs, replacement & asbestos

abatement of roofing materials,

with FC & Sons Roofing, Inc. of

Bell Gardens, in the annual esti-

mated amount of $800,000 to be

charged to the General Fund,

Maintenance Fund, and/or Bond

Funds, as appropriate;

•Approved the change order for

low voltage systems for the new

library, classroom building and

modernization (Bid Package #20)

at Warren High School, with JAM

Fire Protection, Inc. of Monrovia,

in the increased amount of

$27,880;

•Accepted as complete electri-

cal, roofing, fencing, backhoe serv-

ices, carpentry work, doors and

framing, HVAC, concrete, and

food service equipment & cafeteria

modernization (at WHS) work per-

formed by various contractors,

•Approved the adjustments to

the 2009-10 General Fund restrict-

ed and unrestricted budgets;

•Approved the adjustments to

the 2009-10 budget for all funds to

reflect the 2008-09 ending

Unaudited Actuals in the 2009-10

beginning budget;

•Approved routine Personnel

items until subsequent action is

taken by the Board of Education;     

•Authorized the approval by the

Committee on Assignments to

approve teaching assignments

based on special skills and prepara-

tion, for the 2009-10 school year

(for a maximum of one school year

at a time), pursuant to Ed. Code

44258.7 (c) & (d);

•Authorized the service of the

teachers, as submitted, assigned a

subject area not listed on their

teaching credentials for the 2009-

10 school year, pursuant to the cor-

responding sections of the

Education Code;

•Ratified the abolishment of a

few vacant positions in the

Instructional Assistant area and one

Senior Accounting Technician, and

the establishment of mostly Senior

Instructional Assistants in the

behaviorally-challenged and

severely/multiply handicapped

areas, assigned to different schools

and Downey Adult School, with

varying effective beginning and

ending dates; 

•Meanwhile approved the

changes to the duties of the

Instructional Assistant position, per

attached updated duty statement;

•After a public hearing on the

receipt and use of certain Tier III

categorical funds in accordance

with Ed. Code Section

42605(c)(2), approved the use of

available funds in such programs

as arts and music block grant,

CAHSEE intensive instruction,

community-based English tutoring

(CBET), school safety and vio-

lence, etc., as follows: 1)

$2,000,000 for the purchase of

approved textbooks; and 2)

$2,519,093.62 to offset the cost of

35 full-time equivalent certificated

and classified positions to avoid

further staffing cuts; 

•Reviewed and approved the

annual report on developer fees for

fiscal year 2008-09; total income

received from residential and com-

mercial transactions was

$429,802.26, while total expendi-

tures amounted to $258,445.27;

and

•Endorsed the actions taken by

the superintendent on all student

cases, noting that not a single one

involved expulsion.

The next regular meeting of the

Board will be at 5 p.m. on Tuesday,

Dec. 15, 2009 at the Gallegos

Administration Center, 11627

Brookshire Ave.  

Credit union

collecting books
DOWNEY – Downey Federal

Credit Union is collecting new

books suitable for children ages 5

to 10 years old to benefit Downey

elementary school students.

Collection bins are located in

the main branch and at the express

office in the lobby of Downey

Regional Medical Center.

The credit union is also accept-

ing monetary donations.

For more information, visit

either branch or call (562) 862-

8141.



Letters to the Editor:

Teachers criticize budget cuts
DOWNEY – It’s American Education Week across the country this

week, but not all teachers are happy, particularly those in California.

The Downey Education Association put out a press release Monday

“drawing attention to the fact that California and local schools don’t have

much to celebrate this year.”

“If we are going to offer quality education to our students, we have to

stop impoverishing our schools,” Jeff Orlinksy, a science teacher at

Warren High School and president of the Downey Education Association,

said in a statement. “Public education is essential. Quality public schools

build strong communities, and that’s worth fighting for.”

State budget cuts have decimated funding to public schools. More than

$17 billion has been cut from education budgets the last two years, accord-

ing to the Downey Education Association.

No defense
Dear Editor:

Edy Grayson did not defend the picture. (Letters to the Editor,

11/13/09) It was simply a diversionary tactic. After reading the letter to the

editor I wanted to hold hands with my neighbors and sing Kumbaya.

“Hands to put in his pockets,” indeed.

Whether you like or dislike President Obama, you should still show the

respect that his office deserves. Mr. Obama was neat as a pin and had that

great smile on his face. On the other hand, the young man looked like he

slapped his clothes on and was “hanging with his homie.”

— Kenneth Stallcup,

Downey

Ashamed of photo
Dear Editor:

I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw the picture in the Patriot of our

mayor, Mario Guerra, and a visiting Sister City official from Zacatecas,

Mexico. 

Our mayor and David Monreal Avila, mayor of Fresnillo and candidate

for governor of Zacatecas, are shown in the police gun room armored with

automatic assault weapons.

What kind of message does this send to Mexico and the rest of the

world? As a longtime Downey resident I am embarrassed and ashamed

that Downey would be perceived as a third world city without laws and its

citizens having to protect themselves with assault weapons.

Mayor Guerra, you have gone too far in the name of a photo-op and

you owe the citizens of Downey an apology.

— Dennis Pagenkopp,

Downey

Government healthcare
Dear Editor:

Well, as President Reagan would say, here we go again.

After reading Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard’s comments, she

states that it was the most important single piece of legislation being con-

sidered by this 111th Congress. (“Roybal-Allard’s Remarks on

Healthcare,” 11/13/09) However, when she was called two days before the

vote, Roybal-Allard didn’t know how she was going to vote. She also

states that without a doubt this has been the most transparent and inclusive

legislative effort she’s seen in 17 years in Congress.

Transparent to whom? They had four days to read almost 2,000 pages

and it was not put out for the public to read in time for them to react. It

seems that her constituency doesn’t matter since Congress doesn’t seem to

understand or care what the “lowly people” think. Maybe just as the word

“illegal” isn’t understood in D.C., so the word “transparent” isn’t under-

stood either.

I understand that people who have good insurance will probably lose

it and be forced to go on this government plan. I also understand that we

will either be taxed heavily or President Obama and Congress will drop

the tax codes that are helpful. I understand that Congress and the “elites”

will still have their “Cadillac” policies. If we are forced to go on this gov-

ernment program, then President Obama, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,

senators Boxer and Feinstein, and the other big spenders should be stand-

ing in the same health care line with us.

Roybal-Allard says, “We can’t afford to do nothing.” I don’t under-

stand why. Congress and she have sat around 17 years and have done noth-

ing to help or correct the waste they say is in Medicare and Medi-Cal.

Everything the government has control over is deeply in debt and going

deeper every day.

Taxes will be imposed and collected as soon as the bill is passed, but

it won’t be effective until 2013. Strangely this is just after the presidential

election. 

— Betty Logan,

Downey

Sinking into debt
Dear Editor:

First let me say I am all for everyone having medical insurance, hav-

ing survived several serious cancer operations that would have killed me

had it not been for insurance. 

But to insure 30 million new people we will first have to find 30,000

new doctors, if each takes on 1,000 new patients, plus new nurses. When

President Obama can’t find 30,000 new doctors, present doctors will suf-

fer from a heavy overload of patients, a cut in their payments by Medicare

of 20 percent, a raise in taxes, and they will be forced to spend less time

with patients and family.

With not enough money to cover everyone equally there will be

rationing of care given to older patients depending on their remaining

years.

The cost of Obama’s health plan, estimated at more than $1 trillion,

will require we borrow more from China. China is not impressed with

Obama, who they blame for the failing world economy, but they will prob-

ably grant the loan to keep U.S. buying huge amounts of their goods, and

if his health care plan gets into trouble, which is becoming more probable,

they will be in a position to demand they be allowed to drill offshore for

Alaska’s oil, which they have been after, to appease their huge growing

demand.

— James Hawkins,

Downey

Letters to the Editor:

Congressional disconnect
Dear Editor:

Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard asked my opinion of Afghanistan in an e-

mail. I gave it:

“You asked my opinion about Afghanistan and here it is: Give Gen.

McChrystal what he asks for and let him fight the war and do not let the

politicians (e.g., you) sitting around 12,000 miles away worrying about

campaign contributions muck up the effort. Obama will turn Afghanistan

into another Vietnam if he continues dallying, dawdling and delaying like

a confused hamster scurrying around wondering which hole leads to day-

light. If the hole goes up it probably leads to daylight, take the one the

General recommended.

“However, 12,000 miles away in Afghanistan doesn’t concern me

nearly as much as what you politicians, obviously out of touch with reali-

ty, are doing to our economy and want to do with our health care. That

affects me every day. Quit the spending like there is no tomorrow and for-

get health care! What you have done with the economy and plan to do with

health care is an abomination beyond my wildest imagination. Not only

are you planning on taxing the very air I breathe with the carbon tax, but

you are intent upon cutting Medicare just when I’m going to be eligible to

draw on what I’ve been paying into for all these years.

“Why should I worry about the Taliban in Afghanistan when we seem

to have our own Taliban hard at work in Washington, D.C.?”

What bothers me most about Roybal-Allard isn’t that we disagree on

major issues because people disagree all the time. Rather it’s that the only

questionnaire mailed to me deals with events almost half a globe away,

ignoring serious problems on my doorstep, in my home. 

This is a disturbing disconnect from very important matters right at

hand and steering the conversation to an unpleasant, but necessary, task

that infrequently touches my personal life. Something like your or my

teenager, after crashing the family car, asking, “How’s work going?”

Understandable for a teenager but Ms. Roybal-Allard is no teenager and

none of us should have to be reminding her of what matters most.

Such is the sorry state of leadership in our government in this topsy-

turvy world.

— Scott Ramey,

Downey

Christmas in July
By Eric Pierce

W
hat is it about the holidays that brings out the best in peo-

ple? (Most people, anyway.) People are just happier and

far more charitable when the calendar flips to November.

Maybe it’s the weather and potential for hot chocolate.

I think jolly Santa Claus has something to do with it too. And all

that food we stuff ourselves with on Thanksgiving. After a meal like

that, who has the energy to fight?

Whatever the reason, I wish people were in this type of mood

year-round. Why can’t we?

Why do the greeting cards, feasts with families, Starbucks pep-

permint lattes and donations to charities end on December 26?

Can’t we have toy drives in, say, June? 

Do the hungry only eat on Thanksgiving? Let’s all pitch in and

have food drives year-round.

Every Christmas, local shopping malls hoist Christmas trees

with ornaments listing a needy child and a toy they requested. It’s a

great effort, and fun for consumers. Let’s make it a year-round pro-

gram.

I wish my mom made tamales in December and April. 

Let’s move Thanksgiving to February.

Is there a law that says eggnog can only be manufactured and

sold two months out of the year? 

Maybe if we spread this Christmas cheer over 12 months we

would all be happier and more selfless. 

Maybe next time we’re inclined to make a donation to a local

food pantry, or buy a needy child a toy, we won’t check the calen-

dar before taking out our debit card.

Ticket problems
Dear Editor:

I am writing to inquire about whether or not The Patriot will be

addressing the controversial surplus of tickets sold for the Warren vs.

Downey game last Friday. 

My family purchased tickets to the Downey-Warren varsity football

game in advance to watch my brother play at 7 p.m. They entered the sta-

dium and saved a few seats for my husband and I so that we could arrive

at the game at 6:45 p.m.  We have a 10-month-old son and did not want to

spend any more time than was necessary in the cold weather. 

However, when we got there, we were turned away from the gates with

at least 100 other people. When those of us with tickets asked if we could

have refunds, the Warren staff said that they were not issuing refunds

because they had signs posted stating "no refunds" and that it was our

responsibility to enter the stadium as soon we purchased our tickets. 

I, along with many others, was outraged! I began to ask numerous peo-

ple who claimed to be in charge why so many extra tickets were sold when

they knew there weren’t enough seats to accommodate all ticket holders. I

received different answers from everyone. 

One official told me that they do not count the seats, so they did not

know how many seats their stadium holds. Another person told me that

they do not pre-count their tickets and that they have numerous students

who have ASB cards that allow them to enter the game for free. My

response to that was that it was their responsibility to keep track of the

number of students who hold these cards so that they know how many

tickets should be sold, especially since it was expected to be a popular

game.  

Finally, at 7:20 p.m., after dozens of people had already left after being

denied their refunds, Warren decided to start giving refunds to get rid of

the remaining people who were still outraged. This refund period lasted

approximately 10 minutes and was only offered to whoever happened to

be by the front gate at the time. 

Once I received my refund, I noticed two women arriving at the gate

with two small children and they were allowed in. I was furious! I asked

the man at the gate why he just let the women in with their children when

they had been telling everyone that they were at capacity? The man told

me that the women were with Downey administration and that he had been

given orders to let them in. I was upset and told him that being at capaci-

ty means being at capacity, regardless of whether or not they were admin-

istration and that it wasn't fair that I was expected to be seated in the cold

stadium two hours earlier than that woman and her small children.  He had

nothing to say except that he was just taking orders.   

When I asked the ASB coordinator if people who had already gone

home after being denied a refund would be able to get refunds on Monday,

she said NO! This was after another official had told me that everyone

would get a refund and that they never intended to not give refunds.  I then

asked her why there were signs posted stating "No refund" and she said it

must have been an oversight.  

By the end of the night, with no definitive answer, it was very clear to

me that Warren knew they were selling extra tickets and were out to make

a profit, instead of taking the necessary precautions to make sure that their

supporters were not cheated out of their hard-earned money. 

I hope that this issue is addressed and that people who did not get a

refund at least receive an apology from whoever was supposed to be in

charge. 

--Rachel Cuevas,

Downey

Letters to the Editor:

A design failure
Dear Editor:

I am  glad that the city of Downey always has had a reputation for

enforcing their building codes, making sure new homes or additions were

being built to city standards.  So when the hotel on the corner of Gallatin

and Downey Avenue resumed construction again after being left half com-

pleted for more than a year,  I knew that city inspectors would not allow

construction to continue building over the existing original structure,

which has been standing exposed to the elements. 

But for some reason they did allow it, and  in fact, it seems like the city

has fast tracked the project. So what is usually a long drawn out  process,

is now in the final stages. 

In most cases it takes months and even years to get building plans

approved before building can begin and finally completed. But in this

case, in just a few months the project is almost completed. Yet, I had faith

that city would never let this monster destroy the look and feel of the

neighborhood.

I thought the Design Review Board would ride to the rescue and never

allow the 10-bedroom structure to be built, mainly because it lacks both

design or style  which the board is suppose to enforce. But, sadly, I learned

that the Review Board only oversees the construction of condos, town-

houses and apartments and various other commercial buildings.

Apparently  residential structures can be built in any shape or form, with

or without style. 

I know that there must be a logical answer but I can't tell what it can

possibly be. All I know is, if you build a warehouse but call it a single fam-

ily residence, it is still a warehouse.  

On the other hand, this disaster might be a wake up call to the city to

widen the board's  scope  to include all structures, so that streets through-

out the city will remain residential and in the future we will not see a

“Comfort Inn"  being built next to Furman Park and the city calling it a

family residence.

-- Ed Romero,

Downey

Editor’s note: The Design Review Board was dissolved late last year. Its
duties are now handled by the Planning Commission.

Housing money
Dear Editor:

If the city is putting affordable housing downtown, how will the resi-

dents be able to afford supporting downtown businesses? (“City Seeks up

to $2 Million for Downtown Housing,” 11/13/09)

Seems like a logical question to me.

— Barry Dunlap,

Downey

Store openings
Dear Editor:

Thank you, Fresh ‘N Easy, for deciding to open a store in Downey.

You are saving me a trip to Norwalk.

I also extend my thanks to BJ’s, which I understand is doing very well,

and Porto’s Bakery, which I know will be a delightful addition to our com-

munity.

If Trader Joe’s says our demographics stink, I don’t know what demo-

graphic numbers they are looking at.

— Martha Godinez,

Downey



SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

On This Day...
Nov. 20, 1620: Peregrine White is born aboard the Mayflower, which was docked at Massachusetts Bay,

becoming the first child of English parents to be born in present-day New England.

1789: New Jersey becomes the first state to ratify the Bill of Rights.

1966: “Cabaret” opens on Broadway.

1969: DDT is outlawed as a residential pesticide.

1995: Princess Diana admits to infedelity during an interview on BBC TV.

Birthdays: Senator Robert Byrd (92), Vice President Joe Biden (67), baseball player Rick Monday (64), game

show host Richard Dawson (77), actress Bo Derek (53) and gymnast Dominique Dawes (33).
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After spending an exciting

three hours with animation-indus-

try celebrities Dan Povenmire and

Tom Kenny on Nov. 5, the students

of Warren’s CTE Graphics and

Animation class were both

intrigued and inspired by the

speeches and advice of these big-

name guest speakers. 

An old acquaintance of

Povenmire, Warren’s Graphics and

Animation teacher Bill Austin con-

tacted Povenmire to come and

speak to the students. Povenmire is

a writer and animator on many hit

cartoon shows including “The

Simpsons,” “Family Guy,”

“Rocko’s Modern Life,” and is

most recently the creator of the hit-

sensation “Phineas and Ferb,”

which airs on Disney Channel. 

Kenny is the voice of the uni-

versally loved Spongebob, as well

as 50 other voices, most recently of

a character in the new movie “The

Terminators.” The motivational

lectures were truly an unforgettable

event for the Graphic and

Animation students of Warren

High School.

“The best way you can define

success in your life is to do some-

thing that you love for a living,”

said Povenmire during his lecture.

“If you are doing something you

love, it doesn’t matter what you’re

getting paid, it will always be

enough. If you are doing something

you hate, it doesn’t matter what

you’re getting paid, it will never be

enough.”

Both Povenmire and Kenny

emphasized to the students the

importance of finding a career path

that they will truly enjoy being a

part of. Kenny explained that he

had not immediately started off in

the career he is in now, and had

gone through multiple jobs before

finding his “soul mate” career in

the animation industry. Surging

motivation throughout the crowd

of eagerly listening students, the

speakers told of how they were

able to turn a passion into a career,

and encouraged the students to

work hard in their education in

order to succeed.  In addition, they

walked the students through the

basic features of animation, and

elaborated on the multiplicity of

jobs that are available in the anima-

tion industry

“Mr.Dan Povenmire was so

sophisticated and inspiring, I never

was sure what I wanted to be in

life, and listening to him pushed

me over the edge in animation,”

said junior Bryce McFall. “And

Tom Kenny was outright hysteri-

cal. He made me laugh even when

it wasn’t funny. They both persuad-

ed me to do what makes me happy

in life, and I now want to pursue

animation for a living.” 

Students were particularly

impressed when Povenmire walked

up to the whiteboard and began to

swiftly draw the familiar carica-

tures of several animation charac-

ters from “Phineas and Ferb,” as he

entertained the students with the

story of how this show had

Animation Industry Celebrities
Inspire Warren High Students

By: Deborah Won, Intern

emerged, starting from when he

had began doodling his first ideas

in a restaurant. 

A murmur of awe, followed by

rounds of applause, arose from the

students when Kenny began read-

ing down his resume list of past

voices he had done, speaking each

one in the character’s voice. He

even sang a couple lines of popular

“Spongebob” songs, as several stu-

dents nodded their heads to show

their familiarity with this show. 

“[The lecture] showed me how

a simple idea can turn into some-

thing huge, how successful you can

become by pouring your heart and

soul into animation,” said Manuel

Fuentes. 

Quite evidently, the students

were thoroughly impressed and

inspired by both Povenmire and

Kenny.

“It was a humbling experience

to meet two guys who love what

they do best,” said senior Eric

Valle. “We appreciate the time and

effort Mr.Kenny and Mr.

Povenmire took to share their sto-

ries and advice.”

After the speeches in the

library, Povenmire and Kenny were

given a tour of the Graphics and

Animation lab, and gave sugges-

tions for program improvements.

In addition, both have agreed to

serve on Downey’s local advisory

board, which will meet annually to

give private sector business and

industry advisement.

Photo Courtesy of Craig Karli

Dance Contract Hoopla
By: Joseph Apodaca, Intern

Since Downey had their annual

Homecoming dance October 23rd,

students couldn’t go anywhere

without listening to media cover-

age regarding what many consid-

ered a typical and harmless high

school requirement: dance con-

tracts.

For as long as anyone could

remember, a contract was always a

part of the deal when purchasing

tickets to Homecoming, Sadie

Hawkins, Winter Formal and even

Prom. So, when major news net-

works such as ABC and CNN and

newspapers like the Los Angeles

Times ran stories regarding the

contracts, it was greeted with con-

fusion and shock from students.

“To be honest, it surprises me

that it’s such a big deal since we all

complete [the contracts] with no

problem, no questions asked,” said

senior Hope Gettler. “I thought

every school had one.”

The contracts are rather cut and

dry, easy enough for students to

understand why the need to fill

them out in the first place. Photo

identifications are required upon

entry of the dance, no profane lan-

guage, and the possibility of being

searched are all clearly detailed in

the contract. In addition, drafters of

the contract explicitly request that

dancing in sexual means be prohib-

ited. Many students, to some sur-

prise, are happy to oblige.

“It shouldn’t look like students

are acting sexual on a dance floor,”

said senior Dominique Diaz.

“There should be some level of

censorship at the school dances.”

The use of the dance contracts

has become such a routine at

Downey that many students actual-

ly find it quite laughable that rep-

utable news outlets have spent so

much time to cover it as a story.

Many argue that with major issues

such as the H1N1 vaccine, school

budget cuts, and the economic

nature of our state, that there might

be more important things to talk

about.

“It was just very weird because,

it’s just a dance contract,” said sen-

ior ASB member Serro Park. “I

believe that keeping [dances]

appropriate is perfectly normal for

a school event. It’s not that news

worthy.”

With the overwhelming amount

of students that attend such dances

and sign the contracts multiple

times throughout the year, one

must wonder what was all the fuss

about? 

The dance contracts seem to be

an extremely effective way regulat-

ing behavior at dances. In what can

be thought of as an overblown

story, students are welcoming of

the dance contracts and haven’t had

any heavy protests against them.

But while they are not generating

massive objections, there are still a

few who don’t agree with them.

“There are always the ones who

don’t follow the rules,” said Hope

Gettler. “And those are the ones

who get caught.”

Downey Students attend
MLS Game

By: Alyssa Wynne, Intern

Downey students were part of

the crowd to watch the Los

Angeles Galaxy and Chivas USA

battle it out at the Home Depot

Center on Nov. 1, after being given

free tickets by the organizations.

“Most of us don’t even know

why they did this,” said Downey

senior Mariana Mejorado.  “I guess

they were filling seats to make it

look more crowded on TV.  It just

really gave me something to do

though, and I had a lot of fun.”

Mejorado was wrong however,

as were many of the students that

attended the game. The event,

which was organized by Downey

vice principal Horacio Freijo and

USA Chivas representative Alisia

Mendoza, was for a college schol-

arship called School of the Game.

California State University

Dominguez Hills, Downey High,

and Chivas USA are united in this

organization and awarded varsity

soccer player Antonio Roman a

$250 college scholarship and varsi-

ty soccer coach Steve Barber a $75

gift card to Staples. 

“I nominated [Roman] due to his

excellence in character on and off

the field,” said Freijo.  “He is a very

dedicated player and exemplary stu-

dent.  He needed to be recognized.  I

hope that this gives him the courage

to continue his college career.”

Freijo hopes that this event will

bring a partnership with everybody

and he is going to try and continue

the organization to help bring

fundraising and scholarship opportu-

nities to the school and it’s students. 

Downey Students Help
Special Ed Grow Garden

By: Gabriela Coya, Intern

Since the summer, the botany

class at Downey has helped special

education students cultivate a veg-

etable garden. 

According to Downey principal

Tom Houts, botany students

worked with the special education

students in mending the soil and

planting vegetables. The special

education students then tend the

garden and use the grown vegeta-

bles in class to make a meal. 

This project began when Houts

and science teacher Greg Pittenger

discussed building a garden in

front of the X-building for the spe-

cial education students. 

“We decided to use wood

already here for the botany pro-

gram, construct and install wooden

frames, and add soil and compost

so they could plant,” said Pittenger. 

Teachers and students alike

have seen positive results from the

project. 

“The general education stu-

dents were really kind to my stu-

dents,” said special education

teacher Charlotte Mann. “It’s a

really good project and my stu-

dents get excited when they see the

plants growing.”

“It was a good experience,”

said botany student and senior

Bianey Valdez. “They were so

eager to help. We helped them

work in the flower beds to get them

ready for planting. They all looked

so happy. I felt fulfilled because I

was able to make their day better.”

“The botany students get just as

much out of it [as the special edu-

cation students]. I think they now

see them in a different light as

more of a defined person with

strengths. They are more real to my

students than before when they just

saw the special education students

separated,” said Pittenger. 

The growing, maintaining, and

harvesting of the vegetable garden

Gay - Straight Alliances at Downey High
By: Joanna Quintana, Intern

Though fighting opposition

from various directions, the Gay

Straight Alliance club, or GSA, at

Downey seeks to inform students

interested in the gay cause, creating

a safe place where open discussion

and differences are welcome.

Listed under various names,

GSA is a nation-wide program with

the same intention to inform stu-

dents who are interested in sup-

porting each other and a communi-

ty that has faced many forms of

opposition.  Though this organiza-

tion is widespread, it has only just

begun at Downey as a club where

open discussions are held between

students, some who are heterosexu-

al and homosexual.  No matter

what sexual preference a student

holds, all are welcome to come and

talk about any issues of interest, as

well as ask questions.

“It’s a gay and straight alliance,

gay and straight people come to the

meetings,” said GSA president

Rodolfo Mendoza.  “We try to offer

a place where they can feel com-

fortable and we don’t ask anyone to

name their sexual preference.  It’s

really students helping other stu-

dents, a support group, even.”

Though faculty members of

Downey may not particularly

believe in the same cause as GSA,

is also beneficial to special educa-

tion students because it is part of

the Individualized Education

Program (IEP) and helps build a

sense of responsibility. 

“It’s really good for them

because they have IEPs and their

IEPs teach them goals such as

growing a plant,” said Mann. 

“Education psychology experts

said it is a good idea to build

responsibility by allowing them to

plant things,” said Pittenger. 

Houts, Pittenger, and Mann

hope to continue this project in the

upcoming years. The botany stu-

dents will help the special educa-

tion students with the garden when

it needs taking care of.

“We’ll help with the big things

whenever the garden needs rehabil-

itation. The garden belongs to

them,” said Pittenger.

“It was seriously a life chang-

ing experience,” said Downey jun-

ior Stephanie Gutierrez.  “I hadn’t

been to a game since I was five

years old.  [As a Galaxy fan] it was

kind of cool to see how Beckham

actually moves, like how he has

different strategies to score a goal.

It was something different, some-

thing new.”

Students also received excel-

lent seats, considering the tickets

were free.  Many of them arrived

hours early to the game just to be

sure that they would be able to

actually watch the game.  Downey

senior Monica Rodriguez was

lucky enough to sit five rows away

from the field, and, being a Chivas

fan, this was definitely a plus for

her she said.

most of the administration and staff

at this large high school have

shown their acceptance of the club

as simply another organization led

by students on campus.

Essentially, this is the sort of equal-

ity GSA hopes to continue receiv-

ing.  

Focusing on a cause with such

a strong history of controversy,

however, is almost certain to be

met with an opposition unknown to

a majority of other high school

clubs.  Opposition has not failed in

rearing its ugly head at the infant

club through several members of

the community.  However, GSA

hopes to persevere and intends to

focus mainly on establishing itself

so that a safe haven may continue

to be provided for all curious stu-

dents of any religion and sexual

preference.  

“We try to promote understand-

ing,” said Jennifer King, Downey

mathematics teacher who provides

the location for GSA meetings.

“(There are) a lot of questions. A

lot of it is curiosity, and a lot of

Christians show up to this club just

to support their friends. That is

what I promote.”
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DOWNEY – The Friday night

lights have dimmed on a season of

high hopes and major upsets for

Downey football this season.

After losing 49-14 to the Warren

Bears in their last game of the year, the

Vikings’ season has come to an end,

with no hope of making the playoffs

this year. They finished 2-3 in league

and 3-7 for their overall season. 

While the goals of entering the

playoffs and defeating their biggest

rival fell short, there’s no doubt that the

Vikings managed to keep everyone on

their feet in an exciting season of foot-

ball.

There were high hopes for the

Vikings at the beginning of the season,

coming off their first win of 17-13

against La Serna High School.

However, due to the ineligibility of a

Downey player, that game was forfeit-

DOWNEY – The win against

Downey to wrap up the regular

season 9-1 was nice, but tonight is

what the Bears have been working

toward all season long as they host

their first round CIF playoff game

against West Torrance tonight at 7

p.m.

There isn’t much known about

the No. 3 seed out of the Bay

League. Coming out of league play

with a 3-2 record means they were

basically in the middle of the pack

when it comes to their division, and

having a 7-3 record means they

were successful in non-conference

play. 

But what can be noted are the

teams that they did play. The Bay

League is not known to be a pow-

erhouse conference such as the

Moore League or any division that

has the likes of a Mater Dei, Mira

Costa or Santa Fe. However, they

did play one team that Warren has

played this year.

The only game we have to

judge the West Warriors from is

their game against Torrance, the

same Torrance that was drubbed by

Warren. West defeated Torrance by

the narrowest of margins 17-6 at

home. 

If there’s one thing that West

has been able to do all season, it’s

win at home. Their 4-1 record at

their house helped keep them afloat

during the season. They also

played a team that Warren is famil-

iar with but has not played yet this

year in Mira Costa.

Against Mira Costa, West did-

n’t fair too well losing 28-3 on the

road. Visiting teams has been a

problem for West as they broke

even 2-2 this season. They’ll have

to revisit the winning strategies on

the road this year in order to pull

the first round upset, or they’ll

have to do what every other team is

trying to do against Warren: stop

Jesse Callier.

The Bears are coming off the

best season they’ve had in decades.

The last time a Warren team went

undefeated in league was in 1978

when the Bears managed to

advance to the semifinals of the

playoffs.

Hopefully this season will be

much more of the same if not more

successful. The only way they’re

going to do that is if Callier

explodes like he’s known to be able

to .

Callier on the year is averaging

263 yards per game on close to 16

carries per game. As of the last

game of the season, he has already

passed his yards in a season mark

from last year and has 38 touch-

downs.

The scariest thing about Callier

is that in about four of the games

played, including the first game of

DOWNEY – In a game that

started out messy for Warren, it

was quite the opposite the rest of

the way in their 49-14 blowout win

at home against cross-town rival

Downey, last Friday night.

The win avenges last year’s

upset loss at Downey and com-

pletes Warren’s sweep through the

San Gabriel Valley League. Putting

their record at 9-1 before entering

the playoffs, the win will certainly

give the Bears a No. 1 seeding

come playoff time, and most likely

a first round home game.

But first, some celebration was

in store for the thumping the Bears

delivered to the Vikings. 

“Oh man it feels great,” said

Warren running back Jesse Callier.

“And in my senior year, but we

have playoffs though. But now we

beat them Ducks.”

On Warren’s first possession

Callier tossed the ball behind Jamil

Magee on an option play and

Downey recovered the ball. But

Downey ended up not getting any-

thing off the turnover and ended

punting the ball away.

The very next play after the

Downey punt, Callier busted out of

the backfield for a 50-yard touch-

down.

Downey responded with a drive

that ate up much of the clock in the

first quarter and a few minutes in

the second quarter.

Quarterback Steven Cervantes

marched his team down the field

and capped the drive with a 5-yard

hand off to running back Steven

Williams who punched in the

touchdown.

It went downhill for Downey

from there. The Bears started to

pour it on with another big play

from Callier, this time a 67-yard

touchdown rush. Then two posses-

sions later, the dagger came from a

32-yard pass from quarterback

Sam Bettencourt to Bailey Cowins

for a third touchdown in the half.

Warren’s defense locked up

Downey, who looked like they did-

n’t expect some of the defensive

schemes that were thrown their

way by Warren head coach Chris

Benadom and crew. But then again,

it’s possible they hadn’t seen

Warren run these defenses before.

“Defensively we had a couple

new tricks in the bag and [Jamil

Magee] seemed to find those right

places,” Benadom said. 

Magee played a key part in

keeping Downey’s offense off bal-

ance, taking away a huge part of

the Vikings’ attack by picking off

two of Cervantes’ passes. Magee

It’s duck hunting season! 
Warren thumps Downey, 49-14

� Jesse Callier leads the way
with three TDs.
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STAFF WRITER

returned one of his picks for a

touchdown in the beginning of the

third quarter and the rout was on.

In their first possession of the

second half, Bettencourt again con-

nected for a 34-yard touchdown

pass after a spectacular one-handed

catch by Cowins in the end zone.

With practically no room to move,

Cowins stuck out his hand, caught

the ball with the other hand pinned

down, and managed to keep one

foot in bounds to complete the

pass.

On their next drive, Callier fin-

ished off his scoring on the night

with another big play from the

backfield, this time a 30-yard trot

down the sidelines for his third

touchdown of the game.

Callier finished his night with

282 yards and three touchdowns on

22 carries and didn’t play most of

the fourth quarter. Cowins had four

catches for 104 yards and two

touchdowns, including the fantas-

tic catch in the third quarter.

Bettencourt completed four of

his six passing attempts, all thrown

at Cowins, for 104 yards and two

touchdowns.

The loss for Downey means no

playoffs and a season that saw

them start out promising in league

play to only stumble to the finish

line with three straight losses.

Instead of slipping into the playoffs

with an upset win at Warren like

last year, they will be going into the

off season trying to figure out what

happened, think especially about

why they weren’t able to stop

Callier this year.

“It was all about attitude last

year [in stopping Callier],” said

Downey head coach Will Capps.

“Last year, we were motivated, but

this year, [Warren’s] juniors from

last year were motivated.”

Amongst many things that went

wrong, Downey wasn’t able to

cover Cowins in the game even

though they saw it coming.

“We figured they’d go to

[Cowins],” Capps said. “We didn’t

think we wouldn’t cover him.”

Capps also said that they tried

to get the running game going but

weren’t able to get it started which

really hurt their normally very bal-

anced attack. The Vikings ran the

ball 24 times for 112 yards with a

chunk of those yards coming when

the game was out of reach in the

fourth quarter.

The only weapon Downey had

was Cervantes’ arm that only

passed for 114 yards and no touch-

downs. He completed just over half

of his passing attempts and the two

interceptions really hurt Downey’s

offensive flow.

Downey’s game overall wasn’t

one of great execution and in the

end is what beat them according to

Capps saying they were just beat

by a better team.

A Warren High School player celebrates after his team’s 49-14 victo-

ry over Downey last Friday. The Bears now look ahead to the postsea-

son and will host West High School tonight at 7 p.m.
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Jamil Magee, left, and Bailey Cowins celebrate after a Warren touch-

down last Friday.
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Jesse Callier will be relied upon as Warren High School opens CIF

playoffs tonight at home.

For Warren, the real
season begins tonight
� West Torrance High
School is a relative
unknown.

BY SCOTT COBOS, 

STAFF WRITER

the season against Torrance, he

played only three quarters because

he wasn’t really needed.

At the beginning of the season,

Warren head coach Chris Benadom

answered questions on Callier’s

quest of 3,000 yards and 50 touch-

downs. He said while that was a

great goal to have, Callier was only

going to be used as much as he is

needed, meaning that if Warren

was up by 40 points, Callier would

find himself on the sidelines cheer-

ing for his teammates.

Benadom said the purpose to

that was to make sure his legs are

fresh come CIF playoff time. Now,

the reason why it’s scary to know

that he only played three quarters

in some of the games is because

now there’s no mercy.

Look for Warren to make sure

that the games played are out of

sight if they’re winning, meaning a

big dose of Callier.

But Warren is a “duel threat” as

Benadom called them last week

after the Downey game. It comes

without any surprise that Warren

indeed has a great wide receiver in

Bailey Cowins. 

Cowins showed his talents last

week when he caught four passes

for over 100 yards and two touch-

downs, both on challenged fade

routes. The uncommonly used

wide out is quarterback Sam

Bettencourt’s main target averag-

ing 19.42 yards per catch. On only

26 catches, Cowins has collected

seven touchdowns and 505 receiv-

ing yards.

Warren’s defense relies on the

pressure that can be put on oppos-

ing team’s quarterbacks and

Cowins and Jamil Magee’s ability

to jump passing routes. Augafa

Vaaulu and David Del Toro lead

Warren’s defensive line and team

in sacks and are the main focuses

when offensive lines prepare for

coverage.

Cowins and Magee though lead

the team in interceptions and are

the two guys that tighten the

screws in Warren’s secondary.

When everything is clicking,

Warren’s defense is rather vaunt-

ing. They do have a tendency to

only lock down one facet of an

opposing team’s game. There has

yet to be a game this season where

Warren has completely locked

down a team’s running and passing

in a complete game.

But in the only game we can

compare the two teams to, there

was one specific thing that should

be pointed out. West Torrance

against Torrance was a grind until

the end, as noted in a 17-6 victory.

Warren’s game against Torrance

was a laugher with Callier and

Cowins only playing three quar-

ters. Also, Torrance didn’t score

until the final minutes of the game

when the junior varsity defense

was substituted in.

This game shouldn’t be any dif-

ferent and barring any injuries or

upsets, Warren should beat West

Torrance and move on to the sec-

ond round.

Downey fails to qualify for playoffs
BY JOSEPH APODACA, 

SPORTS INTERN

ed. 

The Vikings walked away from

their pre-season games winning only

one against Schurr and losing three

additional games to La Habra,

Kennedy and Santa Fe.

After a lackluster pre-season, the

Vikings seemed to be turning their

game around, winning their first two

San Gabriel Valley League games

against Gahr and Paramount. After

teasing us with hopes of a possible

streak, the Vikings lost their last three

games of the season against

Dominguez, Lynwood and Warren. 

While the team as a whole didn’t

match up against their competitors,

many of the players still managed to

standout on the field. Quarterback

Steven Cervantes, who sat out three

games this season due to a shoulder

injury, was 103-for-172 passing this

season, totaling 1,317 yards. Full back

Joseph Ortiz rushed the most yards for

team honors, with 107 carries totaling

703 yards. Tight end Isaac Dan

received the most passes, catching 29

passes for 506 yards. Linebacker Justin

Haro made the most tackles of the sea-

son, with 38 tackles and 64 assists

totaling 102 total tackles. 

Head coach Will Capps had high

hopes for his team this season, with the

addition of many new members to var-

sity. Dedicated and eager to learn they

remained, with the help of Capps and

his assistant coaches. Capps’ “treat the

game like a class” strategy benefited

his team, who though they didn’t

always make the grade, were prepared

for “the big test on Friday.”

PHOTO BY PAUL HEIDECKER
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DOWNEY – After losing 15-6

in the first round of CIF against

Arroyo Grande, the Downey boys’

water polo team completed their

season achieving almost every goal

they set out to achieve.

Under the direction of head

coach Shaun Delhousay, the

Vikings ended their season 3-2 in

league and 12-13 for their overall

season record. 

Starting out fresh and turning a

team of mostly new members into

athletes were two things the

Vikings succeeded in this season.

Returning varsity veterans Serro

Park, Derek Dodson, and Derek

Klotzer continued to shine as

standouts throughout the season,

proving each game that they had

what it took to start on varsity. 

Klotzer reigned supreme as the

team’s sprint, who despite facing

off against tough opponents man-

aged to gain control of some of the

toughest games by winning sprints.

Team captain Park stood out as

a leader, leading the offense to the

best of his abilities throughout the

season. Dodson set a Downey

school record this season with an

impressive 126 total goals. As a

junior, Dodson is well on his way

to leading the team next year and

setting a new school record.

New additions to varsity Juan

DOWNEY – In their first CIF

tennis match of the season last

Tuesday, Downey played St.

Bonaventure and lost, 10-8.  

“St. Bonaventure was a really

strong team and a good team to

play against,” said No. 2 doubles

player Christine Tran.  “The loss

was, of course, disappointing, but it

was great just being able to go to

CIF.”

Many of the points that the

team lacked came from the singles

team.  No. 1 player Sandra Lee

earned her set scores of 5-7, 6-1,

and 1-6.  Lee was surprised to have

lost against the her No. 3 ranked

opponent but it is to be considered

that she was tired after putting up a

fight in her first two sets.  No. 2

player Christina Arsenescu had set

scores of 1-6, 6-0 and 0-6 and was

also shocked to lose against the

DOWNEY – At the end of the

San Gabriel Valley League tourna-

ment, Warren’s girls’ tennis team

started their CIF tournaments with

the first match against Millikan

and then against San Marino. 

Warren High qualified as a

wild card team and played

Millikan last Tuesday. After a long

and strenuous match against

Millikan, the Bears came out on

top tying 9-9 but earning individ-

ual points of 74-71.  In a

previous match against this oppo-

nent, Warren fell short, earning a

mere 16-2 loss.  

Obviously, the ladies stepped

up their game, and with the help of

Nicole Kosakowski, they were

able to step out on top and achieve

their goal of winning.  

The ladies then moved on to

their second round Saturday

against San Marino High School.

This school located in the Rio

Hondo division had a lot to offer

to Warren and unfortunately, the

ladies could not match the skill.

They lost their match 16-2.  

Now that Warren is no longer

in the CIF matches, they have

more time to focus on No. 1 sin-

gles player Nicole Kosakowski

who has qualified for the individ-

ual CIF competition after winning

the league tournament in her

place.  Kosakowski will be play-

ing today.  

DOWNEY – Warren’s Dani

Moreno finished second in her race

in the CIF Division I preliminaries

on Saturday at Mt. San Antonio

College, and Warren registered the

second best team time in their heat,

qualifying them for the finals

tomorrow.

Moreno’s 18:04 race time was

only 11 seconds behind Catrina

McAlister of Arcadia who won the

race. Moreno’s 6:01 mile pace was

also second to McAlister’s 5:58

pace.

In the race, Warren had four

girls finish in the top 10 with

Monique Diaz finishing fourth

with an 18:22 race time, Melissa

Quintero finishing seventh with an

18:31 race time, and Danielle

Rodriguez finishing tenth with an

18:400 race time.

Warren’s 92:45 team time was

also one of the top times in their

division, finishing only five sec-

onds behind Dana Point’s 92:45.

The team will race tomorrow at

9:45 a.m. at Mt. San Antonio

College in the team finals against

powerhouse programs such as

Trabuco Hills and Great Oak.

Moreno leads Warren 
to CIF finals
� CIF finals tomorrow at
Mt. SAC.
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BY SCOTT COBOS, 

STAFF WRITER

Four Warren runners finished in the top 10 at a CIF preliminaries last Saturday at Mt. San Antonio

College.

Warren’s Dani Moreno finished in second place Saturday.
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Bears
tennis
stopped
in second
round
� San Marino proves too
tough.

BY ALYSSA WYNNE, 

SPORTS INTERN

Downey water polo
achieves goal,
makes playoffs
� But lose in opening round,
15-6.

BY JOSEPH APODACA, 

SPORTS INTERN

Rivas, Richard Gomez, Andrew

Caero, and goalie Matthew Sims

rounded out the starting lineup. It

took Sims time to adjust to his new

position as goalie, but as league

games approached, he continued to

improve. Rivas, Gomez, and Caero

all contributed to scores often mak-

ing unexpectedly against some of

their toughest opponents. 

Some of the varsity boys’

strongest points of the season came

from their offensive strategies.

After struggling at times during the

first half of games, the Vikings

usually managed to turn everything

around by communicating with

each other and passing the ball

around rather than going straight

for a goal. Six-on-five plays bene-

fited the team immensely, where

they had more manpower and con-

trol of the game. 

Defensively, the boys still man-

aged to give it there all. Despite the

new members not having the same

amount of strength and experience

of the season players, they held

their own against physically

aggressive teams, doing their best

to defend the goal from shots.

While the team achieved their

hopes in making it to the first round

of CIF, their hopes of beating

cross-town rival Warren came

close, losing 7-6 at the latter half of

the fourth quarter after previously

beating the Bears 15-3. 

The season may be over, but the

training continues as a majority of

the team will be participating in the

swim season that is right around

the corner starting in the spring.

St. Bonaventure too
much for Vikings
� Downey singles surprised
by loss.

BY JOSEPH APODACA, 

SPORTS INTERN

player below her.  No. 3 player

Irene Saavedra’s sets were similar

to those of her teammates, 0-6, 6-0,

and 1-6.  

With No. 1 doubles partners

Katie Medina and Janette Rico to

the rescue, Downey was able to

earn most of their points, 6-0, 6-1,

and 6-0.  Unfortunately, the

remainder of the doubles team was

not as lucky.  No. 2 partners

Caroline Tran and Tran had set

scores of 5-7, 6-2 and 1-6 and No.

3 partners Claudia Guzman and

Rosanna Calderon earned the

scores of 1-6, 6-1, and 3-6.  Once

again, the ladies encountered a No.

3 ranked team that appeared to be

better than each of the other play-

ers.

This loss in the first CIF round

eliminates the ladies to advance to

the next game and thus their season

as a team is over.  

However, Medina and Rico

will be attending the individual

CIF doubles matches after earning

2nd place in the San Gabriel Valley

League Tournament last week.

These matches will begin today.  

Downey
golfer
advances
to finals

DOWNEY – Downey High

School senior Jonathan Strang

went undefeated again this year

to help the L.A. County Juniors

win their regional qualifier at El

Cariso Golf Course in Sylmar.

Strang won three junior tour-

naments over the summer but fin-

ished in second place, one stroke

behind the winner in the PLGA

Junior Boys Championship after

shooting a 3-under par 69 at

Mount Meadows Golf Club in

September.

At El Cariso, Strang was

paired with PLGA girls champion

Arica Rodriguez, of Whittier,

who made a number of long putts

to secure their matches.

Strang and Rodriguez will

next participate in the L.A.

County/PLGA Partner’s Cup

Final to be held Sunday at

Mountain Meadows. Four

regional winners will go head-to-

head.

The Partner’s Cup is a yearly

event that matches 20 men’s club

teams from the L.A. County

Public Links Golf Association,

including Downey’s Los Amigos

Men’s Club, in a team match-play

golf tournament. One of the

teams is comprised of junior

golfers from L.A. County.

DOWNEY – Both Downey

and Warren girls volleyball

have been eliminated from the

CIF playoffs.

At home, the Warren girls

were able to eliminate

Campbell Hall, beating them

25-21, 25-22, 17-25, 27-25.

Being able to win the first two

Downey, Warren both 
eliminated from playoffs

BY SCOTT COBOS, 

STAFF WRITER

sets helped Warren keep the

momentum in their quarterfinal

match and ultimately put away

Campbell Hall for good.

Warren, however, was elimi-

nated by Los Altos on Tuesday

in the semifinals.

Downey, a team with high

hopes and expectations this

year, advanced to the quarterfi-

nals but fell to Palm Springs,

25-22, 25-22, 25-22.

The straight sets loss elimi-

nated Downey and ultimately

ended their season. The turn-

ing point for the Downey girls

was the upset loss against

Warren in their final game of

the season.

With the loss, Downey

had to split the league cham-

pionship and was given the

No. 2 seed in the CIF playoffs

after tie breakers.

ATTENTION COACHES, 
TEAM PARENTS, 

SUPPORTERS
AND ORGANIZERS: 

Submit your sport scores,
recaps & photos

via e-mail:

news@thedowneypatriot.com

Boys qualify for finals
DOWNEY – Warren High School’s boys cross country team has

advanced to CIF finals for the first time in school history.

The boys will compete tomorrow at Mt. SAC.

The Bears qualified last week despite the absence of sophomore

Omar Torres, the team’s top runner, who was out with food poisoning,

said coach Ramon Miranda.

“I was really proud of the way the other boys stepped up,” Miranda

said.

While the Warren girls will participate in their fifth CIF finals this

decade, the boys have never made it this far.

The team is led by Torres, junior Christopher Enriquez and sopho-

more Alec Dominguez. –Eric Pierce



New Titles at the 
Downey City Library

Fiction
• “Americans in Space” by Mary E. Mitchell. Two years after

she woke one morning to find her husband dead beside her,

36-year old Kate Cavanaugh is still mired in missing him,

unable to move on with her life.

• “Knit the Season” by Kate Jacobs. The latest in the ‘Friday

Night Knitting Club” series is a story about the richness of

family bonds and the joys of friendship.

• “No Less Than Victory: a Novel of World War II” by Jeff

Shaara. The conclusion to Shaara's World War II trilogy vivid-

ly portrays the European war's last act, from the Battle of the

Bulge to Germany's unconditional surrender--told through the

viewpoints of the men at the top, including Eisenhower and

Patton.

• “To Desire a Devil” by Elizabeth Hoyt. Bestselling author

Hoyt delivers the final installment in her “Legend of the Four

Soldiers” series.

• “True Blue” by David Baldacci. What begins as a fairly rou-

tine homicide investigation quickly turns into something com-

plex and possibly lethal for Mace Perry--a former D.C. cop

working gang narcotics--who is rebuilding her life after being

framed and imprisoned for a crime.

Non-Fiction
• “Alex and Me: How a Scientist and a Parrot Discovered

a Hidden World of Animal Intelligence” by Irene

Pepperberg. From Alex's first words to his sudden death,

"Alex & Me" tells the story of a delightful and mischievous

parrot that rocked the scientific establishment. Yet his real

story can't be found in any science journal--the story of a rela-

tionship.

• “Andy Rooney: 60 Years of Wisdom and Wit” by Andrew

A. Rooney.  Like Mark Twain and Will Rogers, Andy Rooney

is a classic chronicler of America.  This diverse collection

brings together the best of more than a half-century of his

work.

• “Consequential Strangers:  the Power of People Who

Don’t Seem to Matter…But Really Do” by Melinda Blau

and Karen Fingerman. Baristas, mechanics, coworkers--they

populate everyone's day, but are often taken for granted.  A

psychologist and a journalist present the science of casual con-

nection and chronicle the surprising impact on our lives. 

• “The Cost of Bad Behavior: How Incivility is Damaging

Your Business and What to Do About It” by Christine

Pearson and Christine Porath. Two management professors

argue that incivility in the workplace is not just a human

resources problem:  it has a financial cost.

• “Is This Thing On? A Computer Handbook for Late

Bloomers, Technophobes and the Kicking and Screaming”

by Abby Stokes. Do you feel like the only person on earth who

hasn’t mastered technology?  This reassuring, straightforward

guide introduces you to the wonders of using a computer.

Visit www.downeylibrary.org and click on “New and Notable Books”
to browse more titles

E
uripides’ play, “Troades” (the

Trojan Women), was per-

formed at the Downey Theatre

on Nov. 14 attended by nearly a full

crowd of Greek Americans who came

Euripides’ Troades caters to Greek
BY HENRY VENERACION, 

STAFF WRITER

from all corners of Los Angeles

County and beyond. 

It was the only performance in the

Los Angeles area. The Leonidas

Loizides Theatrical Group responsi-

ble for its U.S. tour had already cut a

swath across selected parts of the

country, and was on its final leg that

started from Seattle, proceeding to

Oregon, then San Francisco, then here

to Downey. 

San Diego was to be its last stop

before going back home to its home

base in Athens. 

The Trojan Women is about the

women and children of Troy, left hus-

bandless and fatherless and without

hope right after the end of the Trojan

War. 

The key characters in the play are

Andromache, the wife of the slain

Trojan hero, Hector, and the mother

of the boy Astyanax who, as a further

spiteful punishment by the Greeks,

was soon flung to his death from the

battlements; Cassandra, Priam and

Hecuba’s daughter who was given the

gift (and curse) of prophecy (she fore-

told the fall of Troy, among other

things, but no one believed her);

Hecuba, king Priam’s former queen,

who bore 19 children, including Paris,

Hector and Cassandra; Helen, “the

face that launched a thousand ships”

and the cause of all the troubles that

came before, during, and after the

Trojan War; Talthybius, herald of the

Greeks; Menelaus, king of Sparta and

husband of Helen who was abducted

by Paris; and the chorus of captive

Trojan women.

The one scene of the play was

somewhere outside burning Troy with

the wailing women awaiting

embarkation to separate distant parts,

the only sure thing the prospect of

slavery or death at the hands of the

victorious Greeks.

The play, as presented to U.S.

audiences with music by composer

Mikis Theodorakis (of Zorba the

Greek fame) and translation by direc-

tor Michael Kakoyiannis, was per-

formed in (modern) Greek with

English supertitles. This made for a

very interesting situation. Anybody

not conversant with Greek would nat-

urally read the supertitles and hope-

fully catch the nuances of the actual

drama being performed below eye

level. 

As it was, the whole play (which

lasted about an hour and a half, which

only means that the translation was

tightly compressed) was one long and

often loud lamentation: Andromache

bewailing her impending fate of

becoming the slave and concubine of

Neoptolemus, Achilles’ son, as well

as the sight of her son’s mangled

body; almost crazed Cassandra

expressing her tearful grief at being

claimed as Agamemnon’s prize; and

vengeful Hecuba’s desperate cries

welling from a sense of humiliation

and utter loss of dignity after being

allotted to Odysseus. 

Otherwise the lamentations of the

chorus (who essentially supplied the

story’s background and context), and

of Hecuba, dominated the presenta-

tion. Only Helen didn’t weep; she

instead strongly argued her case with

Menelaus that she was not to be

blamed for so many deaths, and so her

life was spared.

There were a number of English

misspellings, but this didn’t really

sabotage the tone and flow of the

story. All in all, it was a good show.

To enjoy it, however, one must be

familiar with the outlines at least of

the Trojan War. And to fully enjoy it,

one must know at least passable

Greek.               

The presentation in Downey was

sponsored by the Los Angeles-based

American Hellenic Society.

Information: (323) 651-3507.



 
 
 
 

DOWNEY – The Downey

Razorback youth tackle football

teams faced difficult opposition in

the second round of the Pacific

Coast Conference playoffs last

Saturday and three out of five

teams are in contention for the

championship game in two weeks.

The MityMite Razorbacks

upset Lakewood 13-12 in the quar-

terfinal game. Connor Freire ran 15

yards for the Hogs’ first score and

Julian Velasquez added the PAT.

Lakewood led at the half 12-7. 

In the fourth quarter Velasquez

scored on a 2-yard QB keeper for

the winning score. 

Downey’s defensive team, led

by Joshua Williams, Justin

Cardenas, Andrew Talavera, Daren

Marquez, Richard Suastegui,

Julian Arellano and Matthew

Gomez, shut down Lakewood the

remainder of the game to ensure

the victory. 

The MityMites will play No. 1

seeded Santa Monica at 9 a.m. at

Banning High School in the semi-

final game Saturday.

The Lakewood Junior

PeeWees, last year’s champion

MityMite team, shut out the

Downey Junior PeeWees 20-0.

The loss eliminated the Hogs from

the playoffs.  

The PeeWee Razorbacks

advanced to the PCC semi-finals

with a 6-0 victory over Gardena.

The Hogs defense held Gardena

twice in the first half with first and

goal situations. 

The D-line, led by Jesse Saenz,

Sunny Gill, Anthony Campos,

Fernando Vides, Manny Ramirez

and Aaron Ramirez, held

Gardena’s running game all after-

Funeral services 

for Elenore Gasdia
DOWNEY—Elenore Lucille Gasdia, a longtime

Downey resident and active member of the communi-

ty, died Nov. 1. She was 84.

She was born June 9, 1925 in Los Angeles. 

She lived in Downey for 56 years and was involved

with the Assistance League of Downey, PEO

(Philanthropic Educational Organization) and the

Downey Community Hospital Auxiliary.

A memorial service will take place at 1 p.m.

Tuesday at First Presbyterian Church of Downey.

Pastor Candice Blankman will officiate.

Burial will follow at Downey Cemetery.

Gasdia is survived by a brother, John Cairns, of Norco; son, Brian

(Noreen) Gasdia; and four grandchildren, Kristin, Nicholas, Andrew and

Jaclyn.

Miller-Mies Mortuary assisted with services.

Paul Riccobon was

active in community
DOWNEY – Paul J. Riccobon, a former

longtime resident of Downey, passed away Nov.

11 at St. Jude’s Hospital in Fullerton after a short

illness.

He was born May 2, 1920 in New York. He

moved to California in 1946 with his wife

Elizabeth and they settled in Downey in 1957,

where they lived until Elizabeth passed away in

1998.

Riccobon established his own printing and

office supply business, Riccobon & Co., in the

Santa Fe Springs area. He was an active member

of Downey Elks Lodge 2020, where he was a

past exalted ruler. He was also active in his church, Our Lady of Perpetual

Help Church, and was involved with Rotary Club.

He ran for Downey City Council in the early 70s and later served on

the city’s board of Parks and Recreation. 

An avid boater, he captained his boat, the “Carmen Maria,” to many

destinations, including Alaska and Mexcio. Riccobon twice steered his

boat to Hawaii as an escort vessel on the Trans-Pacific Yacht race. 

He was a past commodore of the Fourth of July Yacht Club and

belonged to the Long Beach Yacht Club. 

In 1999, Riccobon married Dorothy Hynes and moved to La Habra

Heights, where he became an active member of the Los Compadres Men’s

Club.

He is survived by his wife, Dorothy; four daughters, Jeannette

Haberman, Susan Simon, Linda Martinelli and Lisa Garrison; son, Paul

J.G. Riccobon; 15 grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. He is also

survived by his wife’s family, including daughters Tara and Cindy, daugh-

ter-in-law Connie, and five grandchildren.

Funeral services and interment will take place today at Queen of

Heaven Chapel and Cemetery in Rowland Heights beginning at 11 a.m.

Marjorie Erwin 

services Monday
DOWNEY – Marjorie Erwin, a Downey resident for 50 years, passed

away peacefully Nov. 14. She was 89.

She was born in Dearborn, Mich., and grew up in St. Joseph, MO

before coming to Los Angeles in 1939.

She married Warren L. Erwin in 1942. They had three children and

resided in Downey.

She was a secretary with the Downey Unified School District for 20

years before retiring in 1983 and moving to Torrance. She was an avid

reader, gardener and traveler.

She is survived by a son, Mark (Janet) Erwin; daughters, Cathy (Jerry)

Gillman and Laura (Forrest) Newhall; five grandchildren; and sisters,

Helen Michalek, Carmen Valcour and Rita Sandburg.

A Rosary will be held Sunday at 7 p.m. at Rice Mortuary Chapel in

Torrance. A memorial Mass is scheduled for 1 p.m. Monday at St.

Lawrence Martyr Church in Redondo Beach. More information is avail-

able online at www.lafuneral.com.

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested donations to Providence

Trinity Care Hospice Foundation, 2601 Airport Dr., Suite 230, Torrance,

CA 90505.

William Grant was

longtime Elk
DOWNEY – William Lawson Grant, 83, passed

away Nov. 14 in Downey with his family by his side. 

He and his wife, Beverly, moved to Downey in

1950. They were involved in a variety of clubs and vol-

unteer groups.

Grant was a member of the Hollywood Yacht Club

and the United States Power Squadron the past 60 years

and was the youngest district commander in their histo-

ry. He was also a member of Downey Elks for 49 years.

He was in the printing industry and owned his own

company for several years. He changed careers in the 1980s to be closer

to his passion – the ocean – and became a tugboat captain for the L.A.

Harbor, where he was licensed to bring in 100-ton ships.

He is survived by a son, Gary (Charleen) Grant, of Huntington Beach;

a daughter, Rhonda (Mike) McConohy, of Dublin, Calif.; grandchildren,

Danielle McConohy, of Dublin, and Chaz, Eric and Cara, of Huntington

Beach.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Beverly Elain Grant.

Services were held yesterday at Miller-Mies Mortuary Chapel. He will

be laid to rest next to his wife at Inglewood Park Cemetery in a private

graveside service at a later date.

Razorback teams advance in playoffs
� Playoffs continue 
tomorrow in Downey.

BY MIKE BAUMANN, 

DOWNEY YOUTH FOOTBALL

noon. When the Mohicans tried to

go to the air, outstanding plays by

Jacob Diaz, Ian Sonico and Eddie

Preciado did not allow a comple-

tion all day. 

In the second half the

Razorbacks’ offensive line com-

prised of Beto Lara, Anthony

Campos, John Boik, Joaquin

Guerrero and Drew Gonzales made

it easy for the Hogs to take control.

With 9:00 left in the game, the

Hogs took over on their own 25-

yard line and began a seven minute

drive.  Ramirez and Preciado got

two first downs in a row and a 40-

yard run by Kiefer Enslin led to

first and goal. Two plays later

Enslin scored the game winner. 

The PeeWee Hogs will play

Long Beach tomorrow at 1 p.m. at

Downey High School.

The undefeated Downey

Junior Midget Razorbacks (9-0)

won their uarter final PCC playoff

game at Serra High School by

thrashing the Gardena Mohicans

42-0. The win propelled the Hogs

into the semi-final game against

the Santa Monica Vikings Saturday

at 3 p.m. at Downey High School. 

Downey’s wingbacks Justin

Huff, Joshua Medina, Jelani

Dozier-Jones and Miguel Esquitin

and the Hog offensive line dis-

played a potent running attack

which was no match for Gardena.

Huff scored on a textbook double

wing counter play of 35 yards in

the first quarter to begin the scor-

ing.  Justin Commodore added the

two point PAT.  

In the second quarter, fine

defensive plays by Jose Rosales

Austin Espinosa, Joshua Palacios

and Huff completely stifled the

Mohicans. The Hog offense soon

upped the tally with a 48-yard

scamper by Huff. 

When the Hog offense next

took to the field, fullback Nicholas

Luna had two nice runs to get the

ball near midfield. Speedy Joshua

Medina then tore off a 55 yard

sweep to make the score 20-0.

Quarterback Rafael Rodriguez’

toss to Anthony Menendez set up

Medina’s second touchdown, a run

of 20 yards, making the score 26-0

at the half. 

The intermission had no effect

on the Razorbacks. The defense,

led by ends Jonathan Haik and

Espinosa, did not let up. In the final

quarter, Dozier-Jones’ interception

set up what was the most spectacu-

lar play of the game, a 85-yard trap,

in which Huff broke through a

huge hole created by pulling guard

Angel Luevanos, bowled over one

defensive back at midfield, then

outran the entire Gardena team.  

The Downey Midgets encoun-

tered the No. 1 seed in the division

in facing the Tri-City (Harbor City,

San Pedro, and Lomita) team. The

Hogs were no match for the unde-

feated Falcons and lost 34-6. The

Loss eliminates the Razorback

Midgets from the playoffs.

On Sunday the Downey cheer-

leading teams competed in their

championships at the Pyramid in

Long Beach. The MityMite cheer-

leaders (ages 7-9) placed third in

the conference, the Junior Midgets

also placed third, and the Midget

cheer team came in second place in

their division.

Downey Youth Football will be

hosting a portion of the semifinal

playoff games at Downey High

School Saturday. The first kickoff

is at 9 a.m. 

Police search for missing man
DOWNEY – Police are searching for a 60-year-

old Downey man with mental health issues who dis-

appeared Saturday.

Family members took David Lewis from his

adult day care facility for a trip to Downey Landing

at about 11 a.m., police said. 

At some point, Lewis became angry and walked

away. He was last seen walking towards Lakewood

Boulevard.

Lewis suffers from several mental health issues

and has attempted to commit suicide before, family members said. He

requires daily medication.

He is described as a white male, 6 ft. tall, 180 pounds, with gray hair

and hazel eyes.

Anyone with information on Lewis’ whereabouts is urged to call the

Downey Police Department at (562) 904-2308.



QUIET DOWNEY APT.

2 bed, 2 bath $1,250 mo.,

elec. stv., A/C, ceiling fan,

new carpet & paint, pool,

covered prkng.

(562) 776-8494

MOVE-IN SPECIAL

2 bed, 1 bath apt., new carpet,

tile, A/C, stove, ldry facilities,

pool, near Stonewood. No

Sec. 8

(714) 318-3762

2 BED, 1 BATH APT.

Dwy., Move-In Special $500

Newly remodel w/ prkng.,

$1,100/mo. + $200 dep. Call

Marcela. (562) 923-6459

N. DWY. STUDIO APT.

Kitchen has stv. & refrig. 1

off st. prkng. $775 Sr. dis.

(562) 862-9466

N. DOWNEY

2 bed, starting @ $1,350 &

up. Pool, secured bldg.

(562) 869-4313 mgr.

EXECUTIVE 4 BED

3 bath $2,800 mo + dep.

8508 Quinn, Downey

Nice 3 bed, 2 bath

$1,900 + dep.

8401 Comolette, Downey

2 bed, 1 bath Apt.

$1,050 + dep.

8821 Stoakes, Downey

3 bed, 2 bath Condo

$1,400 + dep.

13840 Leffingwell Rd.,

Whittier

Imperial Properties

Call Agt. (562) 862-9246

2 BED APTS.

Amenities, $1,175 & up.

(562) 862-7355

FOR RENT

DESIRABLE

FLORENCE AVE.

OFFICE SPACE

1,200 sq. ft., $1,800.00

Call Jim (562) 533-2108

OFFICE FOR RENT

DOWNEY HOUSE FOR

RENT

2 stories, excellent condition

4 bed, 2 bath, c/air, fp, lndry,

2 car gar, $2,300/mo + sec. 

8422 Fontana St. Downey 

(562) 244-9834 or 

(562) 254-5874

DWY. 2 BR, 1 BA APT

Upper level, W/D hk-up, 1

carport, close to mall, restau-

rants & frwys. $1,200 mo.

Call Flora Mendez

(562) 927-2626

MOVE-IN SPECIAL

2 bed, 1 bath apt. $1,125, 1

bed, 1 bath $925, Sec. 8 OK,

pool, ldry., prkng.

12527 Paramount Blvd.

(562) 375-3539

RENTAL PROPERTY

HOUSE FOR RENT

3 bed, 2 bath, dble gar., $1,950

mo. + $1,000 sec. dep.

7121&7123 Dinwiddie, Dwy

(310) 433-6513

(310) 944-1851

FOR RENT

SAT. NOV. 21, 7 AM

Collectable plates, baby bed,

high chair, childrens clothes

& misc. items.

9309 Gainford

GARAGE SALE

VENDORS NEEDED

For Downey Elks Xmas

Boutique. Sun. Dec. 13th.

$20 per space, must register

by 12-1. Call Patty Thompson

(562) 862-8362

VENDORS

THE SALVATION ARMY

Needs Bell Ringers

(562) 696-9562

SHOW MODEL

AND SALES

Sales assistant/convention

model for film production

company. Lots of travel.

Salary, fun, easy hours, great

boss.

(424) 653-8504

KEEP ME

ORGANIZED!

Screenwriter needs secretari-

al assistant while searching

movie locations. You: sharp

in EVERY way. Will train.

Learn movie biz from

ground up. R U “The One?”

(424) 603-6122

EMPLOYMENT

HOUSEHOLD FURN.

L/R, coffee & 3 end tables,

lamps, futon, 2 TV’s, 2 book

cases w/drawer, W/D & new

sewing machine.

(562) 715-2155

FURN. FOR SALE

OPEN HOUSE

8561 11TH ST., DOWNEY,

CA  90241 Saturday &

Sunday Nov. 21 & 22 from

12-4pm.  Beautiful house, 3

bd, 2 ba in one of Downey's

best areas. Short Sale, asking

price $449,999 

For questions, call 

Arminda Gomez, Owner

and 

Real Estate Agent at 

(562) 619-4966

HOMES FOR SALE

1988 EL CAMINO 350

Blue on blue, matching bed

cover, 77,850 miles, $8,000

1990 BUICK RIETTA

Convertible red, 75,650

miles. $8,000

(562) 775-9816

AUTO SALE

FULL SERVICE

PLUMBING

Licensed, bonded & insured,

24/7, senior discount

McKinnon & Sons

Plumbing of Downey

(562) 904-3616

COMPUTER

CONSULTING

Senior tutoring, upgrade,

repairs, system set up, virus

removal, troubleshooting.

(562) 714-9876

ROSCHE’S

POOLS AND SPAS

Residential & Commercial.

Service, Repair & Remodel.

Free Estimates. Rates as low

as $65 a month

(562) 413-6154

ACTION PAINTING &

CONSTRUCTION

Painting, remodel, interior &

exterior. Lic. 456722. Call

Steve Kennedy

(562) 928-7680

(562) 441-6509

NEED A PAINTER

Interior & exterior, ref.

Call Rick (562) 225-0540

MIKE

THE ELECTRICIAN

FREE NO OBLIGATION

ESTIMATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SUPERB PAINTING

Exterior, interior, senior dis-

counts, references, depend-

able & reliable. Free esti-

mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

SERVICES

BLACK FEMALE CAT

Short hair. 1 1/2 yrs. old, last

seen 11-14 at Old River

School Rd. & Stewart and

Gray Rd.

(562) 480-7480

LOST CAT



Downey
barefootin’

By Ben Platt

C
an going barefoot at the

park feel priceless? Can it

bring the ‘sweet life’?

There’s no ticket. I pay no sales

tax or gratuity. No waiting in line

for souvenirs, hot dogs or churros.

I don’t need a parking ticket,

because my feet are my wheels. I

do it alone, or with my girlfriend,

Karolin, here more than anywhere

else. Walk with me.

At Furman Park, doing the

loop, see my face light up on the

third lap. Near those tennis courts,

hear my blackened feet pound a

hard sandy path. Now look at that

soft sea of green – I feel earth’s

energy shooting up its veins into

my soles. Near the baseball dia-

monds, three 30 foot oak trees

tower over us. I lean on the earth.

Each step I take gets stronger,

feels sharper – barefoot. Red sun-

sets turn crimson and yellow sun-

light turns gold. Do the mocking-

birds, sparrows and crows make

an orchestra? Does the honeysuck-

le smell like love? My senses light

up, turn on and burn. Tag it –

priceless.

Shoes don’t do service to

earth’s power. Barefoot, there’s no

insulation. I could step on a thorn

or shard and feel the pain. Like

real life and its challenges. But

usually, my feet get tougher and so

do I. Tag it – priceless.

Gallatin, in Downey, became

the first school I went to that had

grass. Before I went to Hamlin, in

Los Angeles City Terrace – all

blacktop. Nothing grew there, not

even weeds. The air reeked of tar

from a factory. I thank my dad. He

got a teaching job here and I found

a fresh new world – grass. I love

Downey. Warm down-to-earth

people here throw me hellos more

than anywhere else I’ve lived.

That’s why my shoes come off

here more. No one, no thing can

take my light. They say if you

want to feel wealthy, count the

things you have that money can’t

buy. Going barefoot is one of

mine.

Now I’ve counted three laps. A

thin overcast sky serves up 68

degrees and I walk in my shirt-

sleeves. A half-breed Dalmatian

curses me a hundred times. A jog-

ger who never lost his breath pass-

es me five.

I walk tall, a growth of the

earth like the three monster oak

trees at Furman. I possess the

earth, my personal endowment.

My toes rub over new blades of

crabgrass, Bermuda grass and yes

– thorns too. Earthworms, ants and

gophers belong to me. I own the

grass and that moment as much as

Kobe Bryant, Bill Gates or the

President would if they walked

with me. No one could fill those

seconds more fully than I. You

lasted three laps with me for some

reason. Call it whatever you want,

I tag it – priceless.



Downey-Warren 
Faculty Basketball

Downey 61, Warren 53

Photos by Art Montoya and Paul Heidecker
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