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THE NEW NICHE GARDENS AND VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL�Was dedicated at the Downey Cemetery as part of Memorial Day
ceremonies Monday, May 30th. Funds from the sale of the niches will go toward continued upkeep of the cemetery. The black granite wall is
both beautiful and impressive.

Memorial Day at
Downey Cemetery

By John Adams
DOWNEY�-Downey turned out to honor its war dead in Memorial

Day ceremonies at the Downey Cemetery Monday, May 30th, and also
dedicated a new Memorial Wall and Niche Garden.

Former Mayor Diane Boggs opened ceremonies, and was followed by
a salute to Veterans by former Mayor Dr. Gary McCaughan.

Ceremonies included a wreath laying and gun salute by American
Legion Post 723, a brief speech by Boggs on the creation of the wall and
niche gardens, and presentation of certificates of appreciation to major
contributors. These included the Disabled American Veterans Foundation,
the Downey Historical Society, Downey Y Service Club, Barbara
Halbmaier, Irene and Thomas Longergan, McKinnon and Sons Plumbing,
Hazel Shepherd, Thomas and Joy Strickfaden, the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 4138, and the Woman�s Club of Downey.

Karnette and Havice
McCaughan and Boggs also thanked Betty Karnette, who sponsored a

state senate bill which made the niche garden possible. And they also
thanked Sally Havice for securing two state grants that provided partial
funding for the construction.

The wall and niche garden allow the cemetery to provide additional
niche space, which in turn will provide funding for the cemetery�s contin-
ued upkeep. Most agree that the wall�s black granite facade with inscrip-
tion is a magnificent addition to the cemetery�s decor.

Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard gave a brief speech on
Memorial Day and veterans.

Others
Other noteworthy participants included Kenneth Beckner, the Sweet

Adelines, Chaplin Mario Guerra and Boy Scout Troop 441.
Those spotted in the crowd included Mayor Anne Bayer, councilper-

sons Meredith Perkins, Kirk Cartozian and David Gafin; Kent and Barbara
Halbmaier, Pauline Hume, John Vincent; former councilman Keith
McCarthy; former assemblywoman Sally Havice; Planning Commissioner
Mike Murray, and many more.

$120 million City
Budget under study

DOWNEY�City Manager Gerald Caton and his staff have produced
a $120,045,030 City Budget proposal which is currently under study by
the City Council.

The proposed budget is scheduled for a study session by the Council
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 21 at City Hall.

In a letter accompanying the huge document Caton points out that the
budget is composed of two main parts, operating and capital. The operat-
ing budget equals $85,838,109, and the proposed capital budget equals
$40,200,807.

The funds
The budget is also divided into different parts called funds. Each fund

is a separate operation of the City. Although interrelated, each fund has its
own budget with its own expenditures and revenues.

The proposed budget is for a city of 113,607 residents, with 720 city
employees, of which 437 are fulltime.

Caton points out that this 2005-06 budget deals with the third year of
the state budget crisis, which caused the state to reduce revenues to the
City in each of the three years and to make changes in revenue sources for
Downey and all other California cities.

Motor Vehicle Fees
Starting in 2003-04 the state reduced the city�s Motor Vehicle in-lieu

fee (VLF) which cost the city $1,893,908.
The following year the state developed a two-year plan for budget cuts

using three components.
1) A reduction in property tax revenue for fiscal 2004-05 and 2005-06.

The City lost $1,384,262 in fiscal 2004-05 and is scheduled to lose the
same in 2005-06.

2) A smaller reduction in specific areas such as library services and law
enforcement amounting to a total of about $120,000.

3) A shift of revenue from sales taxes, property taxes, and VLF which
are intended to be revenue neutral.

All this has resulted in fiscal confusion. Some of the reductions are
scheduled to end this year, and some are supposed to be paid back to the
City during 2006-07. However, since the state budget crisis does not
appear resolved, the future is still uncertain.

Uncertainty
Given the uncertainty, Downey�s budget situation is reasonably stable.

The City faced a $1,530,000 operating deficit in the General Fund in fis-
cal 2004-06, but development-related revenues and lowered revenues
taken by the state, plus reduced expenditures have bridged the gap.

The city still faces problems as the 2005-06 budget before the Council
still contains a $565,000 deficit. However, experience from last year, abil-
ity to control expenditures, and expected future revenue from the develop-
ment of the NASA property are expected to bridge the gap.

New programs
The proposed budget contains some noteworthy new programs which

include:
The Development Services Department. The new budget reflects the

reorganization that occurred in February. As part of this reorganization,
City staff has been working to improve the development review process in
accordance with a study completed by a consultant last year. New proce-
dures for improved communication and coordination have been establishedDRESS AT THE MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE�At the Downey

Cemetery ranged from military uniforms to this couples� adoption of
an American flag motif.

FLOWERS�Were placed at the graves of veterans as part of the
Memorial Day ceremonies at the Downey Cemetery Monday, May
30th.

HEALTHIER DIET�Is the goal of a program at Downey Unified
School District schools. Here, third graders work on a mural at
Alameda promoting healthier foods.

Nutrition is goal
of school program

DOWNEY�Healthy eating and a healthy lifestyle are the goals of a
nutrition program funded through the U.S. Department of Agriculture and
administered by the Downey Unified School District.

�Our goal is to help students adopt healthy eating and physical activi-
ty patterns as part of a healthy lifestyle,� said Colleen Anderson,
Registered Dietician and project director of the Nutrition Network.

Threat of obesity
With childhood obesity rates in the news, reportedly more than dou-

bling for children ages 6-11 over the past three decades, she says her goal
is essential for the future health of youngsters.

To achieve her goals she promotes the following activities:
1) Harvest of the Month Program, in which elementary teachers at 12

school sites each month receive a newsletter featuring a produce item.
Teachers discuss the newsletter contents with students to increase interest
in more fruits and vegetables. Students are able to order the featured pro-
duce so each can be sampled in the classroom. (The sample for June is
watermelon).

2) Nutritional training for teachers, who are provided basic nutrition
principles in order to better prepare them for classroom instruction.

3) Parent nutrition education, including parent nutrition classes so
nutritional principles may be applied in the home.

Mural
One recent project was a mural painting at Alameda Elementary. About 

See NUTRITION, Page 5



ALF director to recount NASA history
DOWNEY�Gerald (Jerry) Blackburn, former Boeing project manag-

er on the Apollo and Space Shuttle programs and currently director on the
board of the Aerospace Legacy Foundation, will recount the 70-year his-
tory of the NASA Downey site and will describe some of the new devel-
opments for the area at the upcoming monthly meeting Wednesday, June
20 of the Eldorado Chapter of the American Business Women�s
Association (ABWA).

The meeting takes place at the Rio Hondo Country Club, 10627 Old
River School Road, Downey. Networking begins at 5:30 p.m., and the din-
ner is at 6:30 p.m. The public is invited to attend.

Blackburn, a member of the nonprofit Downey City Columbia
Memorial Space Science Learning Center, has worked with a group of vol-
unteers to collect and secure artifacts for the new learning center and an
Aerospace Research Library. He currently teaches at Cerritos College and
USC.

For information/reservations, call Nada Singh at (562) 439-1782.

GIRLS STATE � Marianne Shortridge of Downey High School and
Alexandria Cole-Farias of Warren have been selected to attend the
2005 Session of Girls State at Pitzer College in Claremont, where they
will study the patriotic principles of city, county, and state govern-
ment functions through mock proceedings. Pictured from left are
Lara Petrossian (La Serna High School), Shortridge and Cole-Farias.
The trio are being sponsored by the Downey American Legion
Auxiliary Unit #270.

ROTARY CLUB OF DOWNEY � Was honored at the Rotary
District Conference in Palm Springs with the Club of Excellence
Award, one of 22 awards the local club was bestowed with. Pictured
from left to right, Past President Kevin MacDonald, Vice President
Darren Dunaway with Cindy Dunaway, President Elect Carol Pearce,
President Doug Baker and Past President Dr. Wayne Wilcox.

Applications accepted
for bond committee

DOWNEY�The Downey Unified School District is currently accept-
ing applications for its Citizens� Bond Oversight Committee. The terms of
seven of the nine members will be expiring on June 30, 2005. The com-
mittee was established as a state-required condition of the passage of
Measure D, the local school bond election approved by the voters in 2002.
The purpose of the committee, pursuant to the California Education Code,
is to inform the public concerning the expenditure of the local bond pro-
ceeds. The committee members may serve for no more than two consecu-
tive terms, without any compensation.

The composition of the committee must include:
*One member who is active in a business organization representing the

business community wthin the school district boundaries;
*One member active in a senior citizens� organization;
*One member who is a parent or guardian of a child enrolled in the

district;
*One member who is both a parent or guardian of a child enrolled in

the district and active in a parent-teacher organization;
*One member who is active in a taxpayers� organization; 
*At least two other members may come from any of the five areas list-

ed above.
The committee members are appointed by, and report directly to the

Board of Education. Applications for consideration are available in the
Superintendent�s office, and must be completed and returned to that office
on or before June 10, 2005.

Summer reading program at library
DOWNEY��Super Readers, Super Heroes� is the theme for the

upcoming Downey City Library�s summer reading program for children
ages preschool though 8th grade. Registration begins Monday, June 20. 

From June 20 through Aug. 6, children may check out books and read
them at home to earn prizes. Kids who read 20 books or 1,000 pages
receive a reading certificate and free book during the program. Sponsored
by the Friends of the Downey City Library and community donations, the
program also features �Super Wednesday� special events at 2 p.m. for kids
ages 5-12. Middle school students may register for a cartoon workshop on
June 27, and �Monday Movie Madness� on July 11, 18 and 25.

For more information, contact Children�s Services at 904-7360, Ext. 4.
The Downey City Library is located at 11121 Brookshire Ave.

Report illegally dumped garbage
DOWNEY � Illegally discarded items may be reported for pickup by

calling 904-1161. 
If you have items of your own to be picked up, call Calmet at (562)

869-0901.

CNA training classes taking sign-ups
DOWNEY�Residents can become a Certified Nurse Assistant in less

than 17 weeks at Downey Adult School, which has had a 100 percent pass-
ing rate on the state exam for the past several years. Classes begin June 20.

Orientation and registration are scheduled for Thursday, June 7, at 9
a.m. for morning classes, and at 6 p.m. for evening classes. Bring your
photo ID, social Security card and $50 (cash or m.o.) registration fee. 

Call Downey Adult School for further information, (562) 940-6200.



DOWNEY HIGH JUNIOR�Karina G. Mariscal has been selected
for membership in the National Society of High School Scholars.

DHS student gets national honor
DOWNEY�Downey High School junior Karina G. Mariscal has been

selected for membership in the National Society of High School Scholars
(NSHSS), which was formed in 2002 to �recognize academic excellence
at the high school level and encourage members of the organization to
apply their unique talents, vision, and potential for the betterment of them-
selves and the world.� 

The announcement was made recently by NSHSS founder and chair-
man Claes Nobel, senior member of the Nobel Prize family.

DOWNEY KIWANIS CLUB � Recently held a dinner reception for
Cal-Nev-Ha District of Kiwanis International Governor Larry
McLeland, who made an official visit to Division 13. Thirty-two mem-
bers of local Kiwanis clubs were honored with Hixson Awards for
their work with the International Foundation Worldwide Service
Project, a group working to eliminate iodine deficiency disorders.

Free DUSD lunch program for students
DOWNEY�The Downey Unified School District will be offering the

Seamless Summer Food Service Program (all lunches free) to all students
in the community this summer at selected school sites. All children ages
3-18 are invited to participate. Meal service is on a Monday-Thursday
schedule only: no available lunches on Fridays. 

The program will be available at the following locations:
Warren High School 6/20-7/28    11-11:15 a.m.
Downey High School 6/20-7/28    11-11:15 a.m.
Griffiths Middle School 6/20-7/21    11-11:15 a.m.
Sussman Middle School 6/20-7/21    10:45-11 a.m.
West Middle School 6/20-7/1      11:15-11:30 a.m.
Gauldin Elementary 6/27-7/28    11:15-11:30 a.m.
Imperial Elementary 6/27-7/28    11-11:15 a.m.
Price Elementary 6/27-7/28    11-11:15 a.m.
Golden Park 6/20-7/28    11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

For information, contact DUSD�s Department of Nutrition Services at
(562) 469-6672.

�Fiddler on the Roof�
tugs at your emotions

By Henry Veneracion
DOWNEY�Everytime I see a play or a Broadway musical like

�Fiddler on the Roof,� which will run until next weekend (June 12) at the
Downey Theatre, I tend to compare it with past incarnations, be it a stage
or a film version.

I saw the film with Zero Mostel as Tevye a long time ago, and the
haunting lyrics particularly of �Sunrise, Sunset� have lodged in my sub-
conscious ever since. I couldn�t wait to hear it sung when I attended last
Saturday�s Downey Civic Light Opera performance, and, in all honesty,
the singing didn�t disappoint.

Even on a basic story level, �Fiddler� has enough elements of bitter-
sweet experience to prompt a strong emotional response. Add a fondly
remembered song or two, and it can evoke a tear or a rush of memories�

The DCLO productions I�ve seen over time have been uniformly
good�not as spectacular perhaps as those seen on Broadway itself, but
good, given the naturally limited resources with which producer-director
Marsha Moode has had to deal.

The performance by the ensemble cast was efficient and strong, but
Downey-born and -bred Joe Matarazzo�s as Tevye was particularly good,
and the audience recognized his acting as well as vocal range by giving
him its biggest ovation.

You who haven�t seen it yet should see it (and hear its tender, memo-
rable music), for what has been described as �one of the giants among
American musicals� is exactly that.

Luncheon/book signing set for June 18
DOWNEY�Author Patricia Smiley, one of the rising stars of the pop-

ular mystery genre, will be the featured speaker at a luncheon and book
signing from 11:30 a.m.-2p.m. Saturday, June 18 at the Rio Hondo
Country Club, 10627 Old River School Rd. The event is being sponsored
by the Friends of the Downey City Library 

Tickets for the luncheon are $15, which includes a choice of roast beef,
chicken Marsala or vegetarian plate. All proceeds support library pro-
grams. Reservation deadline is June 10.

Copies of Smiley�s novel, �False Profits,� will be available for pur-
chase and signing at the event. For reservations, call 904-7360, ext. 32
or visit the Friends� Shop located inside the library at 11121 Brookshire
Ave.



The poets� corner

Back Yard Face-Off
Two birds face-off

Feathered warriors they
On the south stands a robin
From the north struts a jay

Red robin advances
Blue jay stands his ground

The object for both
A tiny fresh mound

From which emerges
A newly hatched bug

Down swoops a butcher
And gives it a tug

The two birds looked startled
As off went their prize

Prey to a rogue
With flashing black eyes

The butcher sang out
From the top of his tree

�I�m impressed with your posturing
But this morsel�s for me!�
�Richard Thormodson,

Downey

BUDGET
including revised City Zoning Code; two additional building inspectors
and one additional permit counter employee; and computer software to
help track building permits by address.

The budget includes $50,000 to help draft a revised easier to under-
stand City Zoning Code.

New park
NASA Park. A new park is planned on Clark Avenue just south of

Lakewood. Preliminary plans are now being processed. This and the
Learning Center project require an environmental release from the State
Water Board. The soil required some remediation due to contamination,
and the Water Board and State Toxic Control Agency must provide an
environmental release before the property can be used for recreational
activities.

Columbia Learning Center/Museum. The proposed budget includes
$5 million for the Learning Center. The funding is derived from proceeds
of the sale of NASA land. A new building will be constructed to house
items built in Downey during the space program. It will also be a science
and education center.

Lakewood Street Improvements. These improvements are the largest
public improvement program the city has ever embarked on. Most of the
work will take place during 2005-06, and the work includes $16.5 million
for funding.

Expanded day care
A New Day Care program. A fifth program in the Community

Services Department�s expanding after school day care program. The
budget will add one new elementary school to the program day care serv-
ices.

Library computer system. A new computerized library catalog and
public access system. The city is obligated to move to the vendor�s new
system. The annual maintenance costs will be less expensive than at
present.

The new budget does not include any salary increases for employees.
The city has five labor contracts that expire during the budget year. If new
labor agreements include salaries the city�s operating deficit will increase.
The expected savings due to the City Council-approved Pension
Obligation bond program will not be known until July at the earliest.

General Fund
The biggest part of the budget is the General Fund. This fund receives

general tax revenues and finances basic City services such as fire and
police. It amounts to 46 percent of the total budget.

Overall, the General Fund Budget is up six percent. The Police
Department is the biggest part of the General Fund with 42 percent, an
increase of 1.6 percent. It does not include any wage increases. Two non-
sworn positions remain frozen, but it unfreezes a police officer position
formerly frozen a year ago. It also allows a police lieutenant position to be
filled by a sergeant, and includes $25,000 for a school resources officer
program that is largely funded by outside agencies.

Fire
The Fire Department is the second biggest part of the General Fund

budget with 28 percent, an increase of seven percent. This includes a
scheduled salary increase of 4.5 percent and increased retirement costs.
The post of education specialist is frozen for the 2005-06 year,

The Community Services Department is the third largest part of the
General Fund with 10 percent. It is increased by 12 percent from last year
due to the expansion of the after school day care program. It also includes
CDBG funding for social services agencies including $17,000 to the Rio
Hondo Home; $11,000 to Arc; $5,500 to the Children�s Dental Program;
$3,000 to the Salvation Army; $2,500 to the Family Crisis Center; $5,000
to Southern California Rehab Center; ad $2,500 to the True Lasting
Connections. It also includes General Fund allocations for PTA HELPS,
$16,000; The Rose Float Association, $3,200; Downey Art Museum
$3.200, and Downey Symphony $6,400.

Public Works
The Public Works is the fourth largest General Fund portion and is up

by 5.5 percent, due to salary increases provided for maintenance employ-
ees in 2004 and increased cost of retirement.

Development Services Department is up 19 percent due to efforts to
improve building inspection and permit processes. Also included is funds
for an outside consultant who will help develop a new building code.
General Government includes general administrative operations and legal,
and is up 3.4 percent.

Revenues for the General Fund are expected to increase by about eight
percent.

Returning soldier given
hot rod homecoming

NORWALK � When Aaron Musgrave, of Orange, finally saved up
enough money during high school, his father, Grant Musgrave, let him
purchase his first car � a 1966 Chevy El Camino. The car was showing its
age, with paint peeling, the suspension bowing and interior ragged and
fading. But the men � both self-described �car guys� � figured they�d
spend time together restoring it.

But life continued, and the younger Musgrave found himself volun-
teering for service with the U.S. Army. He was deported to fight the war
in Iraq last year.

So, when Aaron, an Army specialist IV, found out he would be
assigned to a base in Southern Utah this spring after returning from his
Middle East tour, his father decided to have Aaron�s �fixer-upper�
retouched with new paint.

But when Grant�s friend, Charlie Robertson, an instructor with
Cerritos College�s Auto Collision Repair Program, became involved, the
result was a large-scale quest to transform Aaron�s El Camino into the
classic head-turner it was originally meant to be.

�Once the students heard Grant and Aaron�s story, they were very
excited to give this car the supreme treatment,� said Robertson. �And
from there, as we shared the story with vendors and local auto supply
stores, we began to receive donation after donation for this El Camino.�

More than 25 students pitched in 1,525 hours of their own time to
restore the car. Local companies donated more than $10,000 worth of
paint, parts and accessories � including a new carburetor, a BMW-grade
paint job, a custom Sony audio system and new bucket seats.

Robertson and his students kept the fine details as a surprise from
Grant, as well as from Aaron. The group presented the fully restored,
shiny vehicle to the Musgrave father and son on May 11.

Aaron, in full military dress, barely recognized the car as it was
unveiled. Amid applause from a crowd of students, military colleagues
and automotive instructors, Aaron examined the car while smiling broadly.

�Now don�t dent it,� joked Tanya Ratliff, who was part of a special
task force of students who helped lead the restoration project.

�I�m just so thankful for this gift,� Aaron said. �I�m really apprecia-
tive. I can�t believe it.�

Music scholarships for
four talented students
Courtesy of Symphonic Society

By Joyce Sherwin
DOWNEY�Four students from Warren and Downey High Schools

have been selected to receive music scholarships as part of the education-
al outreach program of the Downey Symphonic Society, according to
Ellie Harrington, Scholarship Chairman.

The winners are Virgil Rosales from Downey High School, and Esther
Anaya, Jessica Lawrence and Daniel Ortiz from Warren. All are graduat-
ing seniors and list involvement in musical activities as an important
aspect of their education to date, as well as of their future plans.

Virgil Rosales� instrument is clarinet. He has participated every year
in Downey High�s Concert Band, Wind Ensemble and Jazz Ensemble,
receiving festival honors as a jazz soloist, and this past year was drum
major for the Marching Band. He is also a singer, both in the school�s
Jazz Choir and in his church, all the while maintaining a B+ average, and
is a member of the California Scholarship Federation.

Virgil will major in music and history at CSU-Long Beach or
Fullerton, aiming for a career as a secondary school teacher. He says, �I
believe that I can reach teenagers before they enter the real world and
teach them to be responsible leaders with integrity and confidence.�

Though Esther Anaya has lived in the United States only two years,
she says, �The difficulties of being a part of a new culture have not
stopped me from continuing to pursue my dreams, aspirations, and giv-
ing it my all.� A major portion of the aspirations she holds today was
shaped when she was eight years old and heard the tonal quality of a vio-
lin. That was it. That would be her instrument, and the life of a profes-
sional musician would be her goal.

Esther is currently the only high school student in the prestigious
Young Musicians Foundation, is a member of the Pasadena College
Orchestra, and plays every Sunday in her church�s worship group. On
graduation from Warren this spring, her hope is to attend a community
college for basic music theory, then the Colburn School of the Performing
Arts.

Jessica Lawrence writes, �Singing has always been a part of my life.
I grew up singing at family get-togethers and listening to every type of
music. I would sing around the house and with my dad and I loved it.�

While the Warren High student played flute in the Marching Band and
Advanced Band for four years her heart is with choral music, and she
hopes to become a high school choir director. �I didn�t decide that I actu-
ally wanted to be in choir until the 8th grade when the Warren Vocal Jazz
came to my middle school and sang for us. All I remember thinking was
that I wanted to do that. I could do that. When I first started singing I was
really shy. I was afraid that people would think that I wasn�t good. Once
I joined the jazz choir I realized that I had nothing to be afraid of.�

To see Daniel Ortiz lift the huge tuba to his left shoulder, settle his
balance and then stride out confidently with the marching band, actually
playing the thing, is, to an onlooker, a lesson in confidence. Looks easy,
the way he does it, but as usual there is a lot of unseen resolve behind the
skill. His experience includes four years with Warren�s Marching Band,
Advanced Band and Wind Ensemble, and playing with two Drum and
Bugle Corps, but he also has received a Warren Silver Bear award in
Biology and scholarship awards for five semesters.

This summer Daniel will tour Europe and compete on our east coast
as a new member of the Blue Devils Drum and Bugle Corps. Then he will
enter CSU-Long Beach in the fall, studying for a career as a music
teacher. �Music has taught me,� he says, �to be responsible, disciplined
and an all around better person and that is why I have learned to love it.�

The Board of the Downey Symphonic Society is proud of these stu-
dents, for their goals and their achievements, and wishes them success
and the profound joy that a close association with music brings into our
lives.

ESTHER ANAYA JESSICA LAWRENCE

DANIEL ORTIZ VIRGIL ROSALES

Coach knows the
secrets to success

By Eric Pierce
DOWNEY � As Cal State Fullerton opens defense of their 2004 World

Series crown today with regional competition, there will be special reason
for the Downey community to watch.

That�s because one Titan stands mightier than the rest. A true local boy
for sure, at age 51.

Coach George Horton, Downey High School graduate, will attempt to
capture back-to-back national baseball championships, a feat so rare it has
been accomplished only five times in NCAA history. If successful, the
repeat will highlight a very impressive resume for the coach, who�s
already earned inclusion into two separate hall of fames.

Early success
Horton�s baseball career began as a varsity player with Downey High

School and continued through the early 1970s at Cerritos College. As cap-
tain in 1973, he helped lead the Falcons to the state championship, earn-
ing the Dallas Moon Award along the way.

He went on to CSU-Fullerton, where he played first base and nabbed
All-PCAA honors his junior and senior seasons. In 1975, he was on the
first Fullerton team to ever advance to the College World Series.

His playing career finished, Horton bounced around different schools
as an assistant coach, eventually returning to Cerritos in 1980 and taking
the head coaching job in 1985.

Horton brought the school three junior college state championships in
six years, compiling a 226-53 record. He was named National Junior
College Coach of the Year in 1985, 1987 and 1989.

Successful in the junior college ranks, Horton graduated to Division I
competition, accepting the job of associate head coach to Augie Garrido at
Fullerton. He remained in that capacity for six years, eventually replacing
Garrido in 1996.

New heights
And the Fullerton baseball team took off. The Titans are 397-168-1

overall under Horton, including Number 1 national rankings in 1999, 2001
and 2003.

Despite the accolades, a national championship eluded Horton until
last year, when his team beat the Texas Longhorns � managed by his for-
mer mentor, Garrido � 3-2 in Omaha, Nebraska.

Eleven of Horton�s players have reached the Major Leagues over the
years, including Roger Clemens (Houston Astros), Phil Nevin (San Diego
Padres) and Mark Kotsay (Oakland A�s).

Horton was inducted into the Downey High School Hall of Fame last
year. In 1994 he was made a member of the California Community
College Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame.

Fullerton hosts Harvard today at 8 p.m.

SAN ANTONIO GUILD MEMBERS � Are seen preparing for the
group�s annual fashion show and luncheon tomorrow, June 4, at the
Barbara Riley Community Center from 12 to 3 p.m. Chico�s Womens
Wear is providing the fashions. For tickets, call (562) 400-0799.

New insurance agency opens in Downey
DOWNEY�With an assist from the Downey Chamber of

Commence, Farmers Maria Mendoza Agency, located at 7332 Florence
Ave., Stes. B & C (just west of Old River School Rd.), will have its grand
opening/ribbon cutting Thursday, June 9 at 11:15 a.m. City Council mem-
bers, city administration staff, and  

Other community figures have been invited to the celebration. A light
lunch and refreshments will be served.

Owner Maria Mendoza has been in the insurance business for the past
12 years and with Farmers for two years.

Keep Downey Beautiful hotline numbers 
DOWNEY�Keep Downey Beautiful, a functional arm of the City of

Downey Public Works Department, has provided the following Hotline
Numbers for the public�s use: 

Graffiti
562-923-4484
Shopping Carts
800-252-4613
Illegal Dumping
562-904-1161
Household Hazardous Waste
1-800-CLEAN-LA

Masonic Lodge meeting every Monday
DOWNEY � Metropolitan Masonic Lodge #352 meets every Monday

at 6:30 p.m. at 8244 3rd St for their dinner and meeting. For more infor-
mation call 869-3521.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
Save Nordic Fox (Foxy�s)!
Dear Editor:

I have just come home from a pleasant evening listening to the very
talented Rob Syphax at the Nordic Fox right here in my hometown,
Downey. Going out, eating some great food, and being treated to excellent
entertainment in clean, comfortable, and friendly surroundings is some-
thing that is very hard to do in Downey. How many places are there like
that in Downey? A couple of weeks ago, I was shocked and frightened
when I drove past the Nordic Fox (my family still calls it Foxy�s) and saw
a huge sign announcing that a shopping mall was going to be built there. 

Tonight, when I asked the manager what was happening to the restau-
rant he said that the new owners want to tear it down. Oh no, not again!
Not another Downey landmark! We cannot let this happen again. Driving
past what used to be Johnie�s Broiler and seeing yet another used car lot
just tears at my heart. What a sacrilege! We tried to save Johnie�s, but it
was gutted and historic furnishings were destroyed and dumped before we
could stop them. We cannot let this happen to Foxy�s. Built in 1968, this
landmark restaurant represents what Downey was and could be again, a
hometown with a unique identity, not another cookie cutter look-a-like
city. The A-frame building with the wooden beams and toasters on the
table and fireplaces at each end has been there for us in good times and
bad�after church on Sunday or a football game on Friday night, a birth-
day dinner or business lunch. We are running out of original, one-of-a-
kind businesses in this town. Tearing down the past doesn�t build the
future. 

Those of us who have lived in Downey for a long time can now count
on two hands the number of family-owned restaurants that have been torn
down in the name of progress. We cannot continue to dismember Downey;
we need to remember and restore what we have and have had for many
years. 

Please support the efforts to save the Nordic Fox (Foxy�s) restaurant
by stopping by and signing the Friends of Foxy�s petition and enjoying a
meal with friendly service (something else that is also difficult to find in
Downey and most other places). Call, write, and e-mail the members of
the City Council. 

If you go on the city of Downey website, it boasts that Downey is
�where you can find the world�s oldest McDonald�s restaurant and the site
of the first Taco Bell.� That is what we have become famous for: restau-
rants built in the past! The website goes on to say in the next paragraph
that Downey is �a place of pride, history, involvement and community.� If
that is really true, then I know we will get the support we need from the
people who live here and the officials who make decisions which affect
our lives. We have got to show them and the owners of this property that
we don�t want another strip mall with yet another nail shop, mini-mart
and, and donut shop!

We need to rally together and stand up for the past, preserve it, support
it, and keep it alive for the future citizens of Downey. My children grew
up here eating at Foxy�s and it should be here for their children to enjoy
one day, too. 

Please act now, before Foxy�s becomes yet another memory instead of
a reality. We can do it. I believe in the power of people who care about
their hometown, its past and its future.
�Kathy Perez,
Downey

Roadway repair a priority
Dear Editor:

As manager of the Auto Club�s Downey office, I�ve heard many com-
plaints about our traffic growing worse. Unfortunately, that�s not our only
commuting headache. A new report (released May 26) by the Washington,
D.C.-based TRIP organization reveals that the roads and freeways we
already have are some of the most poorly maintained in the U.S. Drivers
in the Los Angeles area spend an extra $671 per year on vehicle repairs
because of potholes and other road and freeway maintenance issues.
Ninety-one percent of the road and freeway system in Los Angeles County
is rated in �poor� or �mediocre� condition.

These statistics show the need for immediate investment in our exist-
ing roadways, as well as in new projects that can help relieve the strain on
our current system. For the first time since nearly 70 percent of voters
approved it in 2002, Prop 42 may be allowed to take effect July 1 and
pump $1.3 billion in state gasoline sales taxes into repairing street and
freeway potholes, improving road safety and starting long-delayed proj-
ects to reduce traffic congestion.

In the upcoming Sacramento budget debate, we hope drivers will join
the Auto Club in making sure our legislators fund transportation and put
us on the road to better traffic conditions.
�Hend Hasrouni, 
Downey

St. George Greek Festival
tomorrow and Sunday

By Linda Pak
DOWNEY�In a true, zesty Greek-style celebration of culture and

life, Saint George Greek Orthodox Church will be hosting its two-day 21st
annual Greek Festival on Saturday and Sunday, June 4-5, from 11 a.m.-10
p.m. on the church grounds, 10830 Downey Ave. The festival will be pre-
sented under the joint chairmanship of Jimmy Spathopoulos and Vasso
Bouras. 

Known throughout the Southern California Greek-American commu-
nity for its authentic Greek cuisine and lively cultural displays, the festi-
val has become one of the largest traditional community events in
Downey, much like the annual Holiday Lane Parade, Street Fair, and
Kidsday. 

Visitors will be treated to a wide array of traditional Greek dishes,
which have kept people returning year after year. Some of the foods have
become an attraction in and of itself, like the all-time favorite, whole lamb
spiced and slowly roasted on a spit. 

Other favorite entrees include souvlakis, which are tender pieces of
cubed meat barbequed and served on pita bread with lettuce, onions, toma-
toes, and a distinctive cucumber-yogurt-garlic sauce, and gyros, also
served on pita with the usual trimmings but with filets of meat instead. For
dessert, Greek pastries, like handmade baklava and loukoumades, will be
available along with Greek coffee and other drinks. 

Live music, ranging from traditional to modern, and dance floors for
open dancing will light up the grounds with hand-clapping and foot-tap-
ping rhythms for everyone to enjoy. Several visiting groups, as well as the
church�s own award-winning dance group, will be performing traditional
Greek ethnic dances. Also scheduled to perform are church bands
Kritikakia, Perifania, and Vergina. 

Since its inception 21 years ago to share the Greek culture and heritage
with the community, the festival has certainly stamped a lasting impres-
sion on the city with its lively festivities and established itself as one of the
largest traditional events in Downey. The event also invites the communi-
ty to share in the rich, religious culture of the Greek Orthodox Church.
Tours of the Saint George sixth century Byzantine-style sanctuary will be
available during the festival. 

�The festival is an opportunity for the community to get together and
share one of the great traditions that make up the mosaic of our American
communities,� said Harold Tseklenis, member of the festival committee.
�It is a day of celebration and thankfulness of living in this wonderful,
great country.�

Funds raised from the sale of foods will be used to support the church. 
For more information, call the church office at 862-6461, or visit

www.stgeorgedowney.org.

Code Inspections
By John Adams

A new chapter is about to be written in the long battle
between building inspectors and building contractors, the lat-
ter of whom say they have often been frustrated by the system
here.

The many complaints about the building and inspection
services here were brought to a head by Councilman Kirk
Cartozian who said at a recent meeting that he had compiled
more than 100 complaints about delays in the building, plan-
ning and inspection process.

A subsequent survey by an outside expert in the field
resulted in a number of suggestions, many of which are being
implemented at City Hall. These include a rewriting of the
Building Code by a separate consultant.

We became aware of the problem years ago when a con-
tractor told us he would never work in Downey again. He was
upset by an inspection of a large sign he was installing for an
auto agency which was adding Oldsmobile to its line of cars.
The large sign manufactured for General Motors out of state,
but to its G.M. specifications, was questioned by Downey�s
City Inspectors on the grounds the welds were unproven.

The delay for weld testing would have been crushing to the
car dealer. After the facts were made known through a news
item the City eased up on its inspection demands and allowed
the G.M.-made Oldsmobile sign to be installed.

The new Code may have some flaws at first, but none, we
are sure, that can�t be worked out. Meanwhile, there is a new
hope on the part of contractors and home builders alike that
many of the old problems can be left in the past and a bright
new future lays ahead of us.

One thing is clear, after the tragic slides in Laguna Beach
this week. Building codes are put in place with a common
good in mind, and that is building safety. Without such codes
the losses can be staggering. And even with them there are no
guarantees.

DowneyLINK services for residents
DOWNEY � DowneyLINK, the city of Downey�s transit system,

operates Monday through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. For informa-
tion on routes and transfers, call 529-LINK. Each ride costs 25 cents.

NUTRITION
40 third graders helped with the painting as part of Operation Clean Slate.
The mural depicts six energetic youngsters holding notebooks with posi-
tive messages such as �Eat 5 day�, �Power up with breakfast,� and
�Energize with exercise.�

Anderson is also working with Christine Woods, DUSD Food Services
Director, to develop health policies at the district level. One goal is to
improve student health by reducing non-nutritious food sales on campus-
es. Students should be able to practice the principals they learn in the
classroom.

Grad Night Committee
appeals for support

DOWNEY�Looking to ensure a safe, drug and alcohol-free gradua-
tion night for their teenagers, the nonprofit Downey High School Grad
Night Committee has appealed to the community for its �generous sup-
port� in meeting its fiscal goal of $65,000. 

�Your contribution,� says the committee, �will help provide some of
the following items given to our graduates at the all-night party�: memo-
rabilia�grad night T-shirts, pens, bags, disposable cameras; door prizes�
gift certificates (for movies, gym passes, etc.), TVs, stereos, telephones,
VCR, restaurants, CD players, calculators, etc.; and event vendors�hyp-
notist show, DJ and Karaoke, Laser tag, video and pinball games, food and
snacks. 

For information, call the Grad Night Committee, 469-6500 or Zully
Giunta, 806-7401.

City Affairs committee meets
DOWNEY � The City Affairs Committee of the Downey Chamber of

Commerce meets the second Wednesday of every month at 12 noon in the
boardroom of the Chamber, 11131 Brookshire Ave. For information call
923-2191.





Orange County Fair
June schedule

COSTA MESA�The following events are scheduled to take place at
the Orange County Fair & Exposition Center, 88 Fair Drive in Costa
Mesa:

4-5 CROSSROADS OF THE WEST GUN SHOW � Saturday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Bldgs. #10, #12, #14 & Parade of
Products. Admission: adults $10, seniors $9, children under 12 free with
adult. B&L Productions, (801) 544-9125

9-11 SUGAR PLUM ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL � Thursday &
Friday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Bldg. #10. Admission: free.
Sugar Plum Festivals, (562) 598-0857, www.sugarplumcrafts.com (No
strollers, please).

10 COMPUTER FAIR � Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Bldg. #12.
Admission: adults $5, children under 10 free. Discount tickets for $2.95
are available online at tickets.lacomputerfair.com. NP Expos, Inc., (800)
800-5600, www.lacomputerfair.com.

17-19 AMERICA�S ZESTY BEST CELEBRITY FOOD SHOW �
Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Trade Only); Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sunday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Bldg. #10. Admission: adults $8, children under 12 free. Open
to the public on Saturday and Sunday. Jazz Gourmet Foods, Inc. (866)
323-5299, www.zestybest.com.

24-26 HOME REMODELING & DECORATING SHOW � Friday, 
noon-8 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. 8 p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Bldg. #10,
Parade of Products and Main Mall. Admission: adults $6.75, seniors (55+)
$3, children 12 & under free. N.E.C. group, Inc., (818) 557-2950.

WeeklyEvents:
INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY RACING � Saturdays, June 4, 11,

18 and 25. Gates open 6 p.m., first race 7:30 p.m. Grandstand Arena.
Admission: adults $12, juniors (13-17) and seniors (60 +) $8, children (6-
12) $4, children under 5 free. Parking and Programs free. Preferred
Parking $5. International Speedway, Inc. (949) 492-9933,
www.cmspeedway.com.

ORANGE COUNTY MARKETPLACE � Saturday and Sunday, 7
a.m.-4 p.m. Main Lot. Admission: adults $2, children under 12 free. Tel
Phil Enterprises (949) 723-6660, www.ocmarketplace.com.

FARMERS MARKET � Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Main Lot.
Orange County Farm Bureau (714) 573-0374.

CENTENNIAL FARM � Monday-Friday, 1 p.m.-4 p.m.; Saturday
and Sunday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission: free. (714) 708-1916.

JOE MATARAZZO � Starring in the current producion of �Fiddler
on the Roof� is Joe Matarazzo, veteran stage performer. The Downey
Civic Light Opera will continue its run of this classic musical through
June 12. For ticket information, call 923-1714.

Vocalist Roberts back at OASIS June 6
DOWNEY�Back by popular demand, Norma Roberts will bring her

one-woman show, �Happy Summer Melodies,� to the Downey Adult
School�s OASIS program Monday, June 6. An accomplished guitarist,
pianist, and composer with 6 produced albums, the vocalist with �a capti-
vating style� likes to share entertaining facts about the songs she sings and
bring life to the music and lyrics.

The OASIS class opens for enrollment at 3 p.m. with Dr. Robert Flynn
providing piano entertainment. You may purchase a dinner ticket for
$3.50.m There is no enrollment fee and no pre-registration. The program
is at 4 p.m., followed by the healthful full-course dinner at 5 p.m. Downey
Dial-a-Ride will provide transportation to attend the class.

For information, call 940-6200.

10-minute plays performed at college
NORWALK � The Cerritos College Department of Theatre will pres-

ent �Take 10,� a festival of 10-minute plays written and directed by
Cerritos College students, beginning June 17 at the Cerritos College
Burnight Studio Theatre.

Each �Take 10� vignette addresses life�s most defining moments, such
as a first date, a wedding, a divorce, a homicide and the afterlife.

Performance dates are June 17, 18, 23, 24, 25 at 8 p.m. 
For ticket information, call (562) 467-5058.

Oldies musical playing at La Mirada
LA MIRADA � �Smokey Joe�s Cafe, the Music of Leiber and

Stoller,� the longest running musical revue in Broadway history, comes to
the La Mirada Theatre for the Performing Arts June 10. Directed by Glenn
Casale, production features some of the best songs of the �50s and �60s,
including �Hound Dog,� �Jailhouse Rock,� �Spanish Harlem,� �Stand By
Me� and �Fools Fall in Love.�

For tickets, call the La Mirada Theatre Box Office at (562) 944-9801.



Fall Craft Fair set for
Oct. 8 at Downey High

DOWNEY�The Downey Unified School District and board mem-
bers of the True Lasting Connection (TLC) Parent Resource Center are
planning a Fall Craft Fair for Saturday, Oct. 8th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
the Downey High School Gym, 11040 Brookshire Ave.

In addition to a wide array of handcrafted items, there will be coffee,
snacks, raffles and door prizes. All proceeds go to the support of the TLC
Center, which provides free vision, dental and health care for children of
low income families who otherwise could not afford it.

The TLC also has school tutoring programs, crisis intervention, parent
education, counseling, enrollment in Medi-Cal, and many other free serv-
ices for families.

Persons wishing to rent table space should request it as soon as possi-
ble by calling Rose Boland at (562) 469-6890. Or write her in care of the
Downey Unified School District, 11627 Brookshire Ave., Downey, CA
90241.

DOWNEY ROTARY PRESIDENT � Doug Baker accepted the Club
of Excellence Award, designating Downey Rotary as the number one
club in the 5280 District. The award was presented at the District
Conference in Palm Springs with 46 clubs and over 2,300 Rotarian
members participating.

AT RECENT FAMILY NIGHT�Sponsored by the Downey United
Masonic Lodge #220,  essay contest winners Ernesto Martinez and
Kristy Cahoon are congratulated by Worshipful Master Scott
Morrissy for winning essay contest among local youth groups, themed
�How to be a good citizen in my community.� The two, along with
other winner Downey DeMolay, were awarded certificates and mone-
tary gifts. Cahoon is past honored queen of Downey Bethel 244, Job�s
Daughters.

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS�Ferne McCallister (bottom right) will
be celebrating her 100th birthday this Sunday, June 5. Presenting her
with a cake are South Gate Women�s Club members Charlotte
Gaston, Norma Byllesby and Naomi Nixon (left to right). 

Downey resident to mark 100 years
DOWNEY�Downey resident Ferne McCallister will be celebrating

her 100th birthday this Sunday, June 5. 
Since moving to South Gate in 1941, McCallister has served as the

president of the South Gate Republican Women�s Club, president of the
50+ Fellowship, and Parliamentarian of the South Gate Women�s Club.
She was also an alternate delegate to the National Republican Convention
in 1976. Currently, McCallister holds a lifetime membership in the Friends
of the Library and is the oldest member of the South Gate Women�s Club. 

In honor of McCallister, a reception will be held Saturday, June 4 from
2-5 p.m. in the Social Room at the Regent Terrace, 11410 Dolan Ave. in
Downey.  

Historical presentation at EZRA June 21
DOWNEY�At the EZRA Center for Mature Adults� meeting

Tuesday, June 21, Hal Raiklen, who is no stranger to EZRA, will make a
slide presentation on �The 14th Tribe?��the story of a Japanese young
man in search of his Jewish roots, who, in the end, must decide whether
he is a descendant of the Ten Lost Tribes, or of an emperor, who convert-
ed to Judaisim. 

A short documentary will also be shown entitled �Visas and Virtue,�
inspired by the true story of Chiune Sugihara, a Japanese diplomat sta-
tioned in Lithuania, who saved over 2,000 Jews by issuing them transit
visas through Kobe just before WWII.

For information, call the Temple office, 861-9276.

Lose excess pounds with Downey TOPS
DOWNEY�TOPS Downey Chapter #63 (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)

invites people trying to lose excess pounds to their Monday meetings from
6:30-8 p.m. at the First Baptist Church of Downey, 8348 E. Third St., in
Downey. For more information, call Lou at 861-9425.

GABRIEL J. PARRA � A Downey High School junior, took first
place in the 11th Grade Residential Division in the BIA model build-
ing contest held at the Almansor Court in Alhambra May 18. Parra,
left, plans to compete again next year and is considering a career as an
architect.

For Display Advertising, call 904-3668

DOWNEY CHAMBER
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New worship time at Christ Lutheran
DOWNEY�Christ Lutheran Church of Downey has announced a

new worship time. Beginning Sunday, June 5, the worship service will
begin at 9:30 a.m. This new worship time will be joined with a new study
hour which will begin at 11 a.m. beginning Sept. 25. The first and third
Sunday of each month is a Traditional worship service and the second and
fourth Sunday is a Praise service.

The study hour will provide: Sunday School for children 3 to 12 years
old, a Youth Gathering for ages 13 to 19 years old, and an Adult Forum for
all others. The first adult forum topic will be �Science and Religion� and
will be co-led by Pastor Nancy Hamm and Ron Stearns.

In addition, all are welcome to attend the following community
programs:

Saturday, June 4: Yard Sale, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
July 25-29: Vacation Bible School, 9 a.m.-noon
Sept. 18: Rally Day Celebration
For additional information, call or come by the church office, 7707 E.

Florence Ave. in Downey, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 927-4421.

Cadet named to all-district 2nd team
HARLINGEN, TX�Marine Military Academy�s Cadet Lance

Corporal Cameron Nordbak, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Nordbak of
Downey, has been named to the Texas Association of Private and
Parochial Schools (T.A.P.P.S.) Second Team � All District in varsity base-
ball.

MMA is the only private secondary academy in the world based on the
customs and traditions of the U.S. Marine Corps.

MMA CADET LANCE CPL. CAMERON NORDBAK�Of Downey
is in front row, fourth from left, in this picture of the Marine Military
Academy baseball team playing out of Harlingen, Texas. 

Gregorio named 2005
�Volunteer of the Year�

DOWNEY�The Downey Coordinating Council has named Helen
Gregorio of Downey its 2005 �Volunteer of the Year.� 

An Auxilian for 21 years at Downey Regional Medical Center
(DRMC) and currently Gift Shop assistant manager, she was selected for
her �outstanding volunteer service� at DRMC. She has logged 27,500 vol-
unteer hours.

�I�m found here a lot, in fact, I feel like a permanent fixture here,�
says Gregorio while in the Gift Shop. �This gets me out of the house,
and it beats watching TV. Instead I�m with people and making
friends.�

She also keeps records for Auxilian�s required health tests, provides
clerical support in the hospital�s Employee Health Department, and assists
with special events, as she will for the June 6 DRMC Golf Classic. She
recalls having served on what she terms �umpteen committees,� including
as the former Auxiliary board�s parliamentarian, ways and means director,
Gift Shop director and treasurer, as well as helping with the Blood Bank
and flu shot programs. 

Gregorio was introduced to the hospital Auxiliary in the 1980s when
she volunteered with the PTA. �My friends there hounded the daylights
out of me to come to the hospital,� she says.

Now in her 80s, she says, �I feel volunteering helps keep me young.�

HELEN GREGORIO�Is the Downey Coordinating Council�s 2005
�Volunteer of the Year.�

Downey PTA set to install officers
DOWNEY�The Downey Council PTA will hold its Scholarship and

Installation Program at 6:45 P.M. on Monday, June 6 at the Barbara J.
Riley Neighborhood Center, 7820 Quill St. 

To be honored are the Council PTA which will have its installation
of officers for 2005-2006, Sally McFarland and State PTA Scholarship
recipients, with guest appearances by the PTA�s Sacramento Safari
Students, the Sally McFarland Volunteer Winners, and The Davis
Brothers.

RSVP: Annie Casey, (562) 633-5275.

�Connections� meets Thursdays
DOWNEY � Connections, a local business networking group, meets

every Thursday at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast at Nordic Fox restaurant, 10924
Paramount Blvd. For information call Nick Smith, president of the group,
at 861-5222.

Nutrition class taught at DRMC June 8
DOWNEY�A Healthy Heart Nutrition Class will be taught on

Wednesday, June 8 from 3:30�4:30 p.m. at Downey Regional Medical
Center, 11500 Brookshire Ave. in Downey. 

People who have high cholesterol and/or triglycerides or high blood
pressure are encouraged to attend. The class is free but space is limited and
registration is required by calling the DRMC Department of Education,
904-5580.

Acting, music, and dance workshop
LONG BEACH�The Long Beach Playhouse offers its 21st annual

Summer Youth Workshop in acting, music, and dance for youth ages 7-16
June 20 thru July 15 (no classes on July 4). Classes will be held at the
Playhouse, 5021 E. Anaheim St. in Long Beach, Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 9 a.m.-12 noon. Tuition is $150 inclusive for the month-
long session.

Enrollment is limited to 45 students. The classes have a 15 to 1
student�to-teacher ratio. Each day students will have an hour of music, an
hour of dance, and an hour of acting with professional instructors. 



 
 
 
 

Michael Puch interred
at All Souls Cemetery

DOWNEY�Services were held June 1 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Catholic Church in Downey for Michael Puch, who was born in Cudahy
March 10, 1928 to Dominic and Theresa Puch and died on May 27. He
was 77.

An armored car driver for 32 years, he was also an artist, spending his
spare time making birdhouses. He also collected clocks.

He is survived by wife Lila, son Donald and eldest grandson Michael;
daughter Linda and her husband Mike, and their children, Madison and
Gillian; his youngest daughter Lisa, her husband Mike and their son
Christopher; and great grandchild Jaden; his brother William; and his sis-
ters Rose, Lucille, Marnie and Barbara.

Interment was at All Souls Cemetery, with Downey Zrelak Family
Mortuary handling arrangements.

Services held May 28
for Marvyl L. Thompson

DOWNEY�Services were held on May 28 at the Calvary Chapel in
Downey for longtime resident Marvyl Lenora Thompson, who was born
in Rutland, North Dakota to Martin and Anna Kloven and died in Downey
May 21 at the age of 82.

She is survived by daughter Dana (Jorge); son Robert (Celia); and
grandchildren, Andrew and George (from Dana and Jorge), and Jason,
Vanessa, Marcus and Marisa (from Robert and Celia). 

A procession from Calvary Chapel to Park Lawn Memorial Park
preceded interment. Downey Zrelak Family Mortuary handled
arrangements.

Cancer support group at DRMC
DOWNEY � Downey Regional Medical Center hosts a free cancer

support group each Wednesday at 4 p.m. Call 806-2790 for information.

Turn in old and unused cell phones
DOWNEY � Downey Curves at 9430 Firestone Blvd. and 16000

Paramount Blvd. have signed on to host cell phone drives, where idle or
inactive phones may be dropped off for disposal. The drive benefits
Southern California Rehabilitation Services (SCRS).

Phones may be dropped off at both of the Curves locations or at SCRS
offices at 7830 Quill Drive, Suite D. For more information call Judy
Logan at 862-6531, ext. 15. 

Harold Tredway had
served on school board

DOWNEY � Harold Tredway, the founding partner of Tredway,
Lumsdane and Doyle Law Offices and past board member of the Downey
Unified School District, died May 26 of an acute illness. He was 86.

Tredway had been a Downey resident since 1953. He was active in
many local organizations, including Downey Rotary, the Masons, and
Downey United Methodist Church. He was a member of the Downey
Unified School Board and served as a trustee of the Cerritos College
Board for 26 years.

Born February 19, 1919 in Oxford, Kansas, he was preceded in death
by Helen, his wife of 60 years. He is survived by his daughters, sons-in-
law, and grandsons.

Funeral services were held May 31 with arrangements by Miller-Mies
Mortuary.

HAROLD TREDWAY � Passed away at the age of 86.



DAVID ROBLES � Has joined the Century 21 My Real Estate staff.
He has been working with the Department of Social Services and a
supervisor for Fire Help Services. He holds an AA Degree from
Cerritos College and currently attends CSU-Fullerton, where he is
studying Interpersonal Relations, Doctrinal Classes, Ministries and
Church Services. To reach Robles, call 927-2626.

Home buying and selling seminar June 11
DOWNEY � A free home buying and selling seminar, sponsored by

Countrywide Home Mortgage, will be presented June 11 at the offices of
Prudential 24 Hour Real Estate.

Home buyers can learn how to find the right home and the advantages
of buying investment properties. Sellers can obtain a detailed market
analysis of their property and a marketing plan to get their home sold.
Financing options will also be discussed.

Sole Gutierrez, Realtor/notary, and Hector Perez, Realtor/appraiser,
will conduct the no-obligation seminar, which runs from 10 a.m. to 12
noon. Call Sole at (562) 382-1248 for more information.

St. Raymond�s first annual golf tourney
DOWNEY � St. Raymond�s Parish Community is hosting their first

Golf Tournament Fundraiser on Friday, June 24, at the Rio Hondo Country
Club. All golfers are welcome.

The tournament will be a four-person scramble with hole-in-one
prizes up to $10,000 on the 10th hole and closest-to-the-pin contests
on the 7th and 17th holes. Play begins at 12 noon and costs $125 per
person (payable by May 23), which includes tournament fees, green
fees, golf cart, lunch and a barbecue dinner in the St. Raymond�s
Community Hall.

Advertising opportunities on tee signs are also available for $100.
Sponsors will be acknowledged with a letter for contributions.

For information and an application, call Cecilia Ordonez at 889-0521
or 869-3883.

�Packages of Gratitude� meeting topic
DOWNEY�The public is invited to the Citizens for Downey break-

fast meeting Wednesday, June 8 at the Rio Hondo Country Club. 
Mary Ann Cordoba, founder of �Packages of Gratitude,� will speak

about the patriotic program and its successes. The program gives support
to our troops, as individuals, that are serving in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Falling between Memorial Day and Independence 
Day, her message should be most timely.

Pro Networkers meets Fridays
DOWNEY � Pro Networkers, a Downey-based professional business

networking group, meets every Friday at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast at Mimi�s
Cafe, Firestone at Brookshire. For information call Barbara Briley Beard
at 869-7618.



DOWNEY DOLPHINS � Swim meets begin Tuesday, June 7 and run
through July 29 at the Downey Community Aquatics Center at
Downey High School.  USA Swimming coaches Federico Ricketts and
Rafael Rosero will instruct on freestyle, butterfly, backstroke and
breaststroke techniques. Swimmers must be at least 5 years old and
able to swim 25 yards without stopping and without assistance. The
program costs $180, which includes coaching, membership in USA
Swimming, Downey Dolphins swim cap and T-shirt and a last-day cel-
ebration and certificate of achievement. To register, call Ellen Whalen
at 862-1948.

JAIME CARANZA � Is the instructor of a new �Live� Real Estate
Principles Course being offered collectively through Prudential 24
Hour Real Estate and Downey Adult School. Classes begin June 9 and
cost $199, which includes a text book, live classes and a two-day week-
end crash course just prior to the state exam. Call 940-6200 or 861-
7257 to register.

�Ancient Egypt� topic at EZRA meeting
DOWNEY�The 10 a.m.-12 noon program at the EZRA Center for
Mature Adults� meeting Tuesday, June 7 at Temple Ner Tamid of Downey,
10629 Lakewood Blvd., will be devoted to �Egypt Revisited,� as EZRA
member Carl Greenwood asks the audience to step back in time to ancient
Egypt to visit the Valley of the Kings and the age of Tutankhamen.

Greenwood will explore the �mysterious past and the beauty of
antiquity that continue to fascinate the modern world� through a slide
presentation.

A second speaker, from the Bowers Museum, will discuss the exhibi-
tion, �Mummies,� currently on loan to them from the British Museum in
London.

Registration, coffee/tea and refreshments start at 9:45 a.m., and a
catered Kosher luncheon will be served after the program. The communi-
ty is welcome. For information, call the Temple office, 861-9276.

Ask the Contractors...
Experts answer home

improvement questions
By Larry Booth

Chair, California Contractors State License Board
SACRAMENTO�Do you have questions about hiring and managing

building contractors? The California Contractors State License Board
(CSLB) has answers. For more information, or to check out a contractor�s
license, bond and workers� compensation insurance information, visit the
CSLB Web site at www.cslb.ca.gov.

Q: Is it against the law for a homeowner to hire an unlicensed con-
tractor?

A: It is not against the law for a homeowner to hire an unlicensed con-
tractor, just dangerous. If the unlicensed contractor or one of his or her
workers is hurt while on your property, you could be held liable.
Homeowners can also face liens on their property if an unlicensed contrac-
tor fails to pay a subcontractor or materials suppliers. And, homeowners
have few remedies if something goes wrong with a job done by an unli-
censed contractor. If you have a problem with a licensed contractor, the
CSLB can mediate and help both sides reach a solution. If warranted, the
CSLB can discipline a licensed contractor and seek relief for the home-
owner. When dealing with an unlicensed contractor, a homeowner�s best
hope is usually filing a lawsuit in civil court. Licensed contractors are
required to have liability insurance, workers� compensation insurance and
cash reserves. This helps protect homeowners. Licensed contractors have
also proven they have the skills, knowledge and experience to do the job.
According to state law, contractors taking jobs valued at $500 or more,
including labor and materials, must be licensed.  Although it�s not illegal
to hire an unlicensed contractor, it is illegal for a contractor to take these
jobs without a license.

Q: What is a mechanic�s lien?
A: When you hire a contractor to do work at your home he or she typ-

ically hires laborers and subcontractors to do some of the work, and pur-
chases materials from materials suppliers. If the contractor, subcontrac-
tors, workers or suppliers who provide goods or services to improve your
property aren�t paid, they can file what is called a mechanic�s lien on your
home. A mechanic�s lien is a �hold� against your property that, if unpaid,
allows a foreclosure action, forcing the sale of your home. The unpaid
contractor, subcontractor or supplier records it with the County Recorder�s
office. It means that any of these unpaid entities can claim a lien against
the property until they are paid. Most problems occur when the homeown-
er pays the prime contractor for all or some of the work, but the prime con-
tractor fails to pay the laborers, subcontractors and materials suppliers.
You can protect yourself from liens by carefully selecting your contractor
and responsibly managing your construction project. Follow these tips: 

*Hire only licensed conractors and check the contractor�s license sta-
tus on CSLB�s Web site at www.cslb.ca.gov

*Make sure your contractor hires only licensed subcontractors, and
check their licenses, too

*Check with your local courthouse to see if the prime contractor has a
history of litigation 

*Get your prime contractor to give you a list of all subcontractors,
laborers, and materials suppliers they will be using

*Check with those suppliers and workers about the prime contractor�s
payment history

*Make sure your written contract includes a schedule that demon-
strates when specific construction activities will start and end (such as the
framing, sheetrock work, or painting), and the projected payments tied to
the contract price of these activities

*Write payment checks to both the prime contractor and the materials
supplier and only pay after the materials are delivered

Q: All the contractors I have called are too busy to take my job. Where
can I find a good contractor who will take my job?

A: California�s construction business is booming, and it can be frus-
trating trying to find a good contractor who�s available. However, persist-
ence does pay off. Try as many sources as you can, including local tele-
phone directories, friends and neighbors, local builders� exchanges (look
in the phone book), trade associations, the Better Business Bureau, news-
paper and magazine ads and the Internet. No matter where you find a con-
tractor, use the same careful screening process. Just because a contractor
has a large ad or is a member of the Better Business Bureau, doesn�t mean
you don�t need to thoroughly check references and past work. Even after
all this you may still need to wait for the contractor to start work. Good
contractors are in demand. But, in the long run, you�ll be glad you waited.
For more information, download CSLB�s free publication, �Finding the
right contractor: Where to start,� at www.cslb.ca.gov.





CARPET, LINO.
& LAMINATE

Serving Downey since 1968.
12142 Woodruff Ave.
LIC#   421455. Call Kent

(562) 401-1177

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel
home and office, service
upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE
NO OBLIGATION ESTI-
MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, senior dis-
counts, differences, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

ARMAS PATCHING
Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas

(562) 923-8227

HONEST HANDYMAN
Painting, plumbing, electri-
cal, carpentry. References fur-
nished. Call Jim.

(562) 869-0741

SCREEN DOOR SALE
Front & back doors: white,
bronze & silver color. Promos
$20, Expandos $25,
Honeycombs $30, Heavy
duty $40, sliding screen
doors $25+.
8400 Rosemead Blvd., P.R.

(562) 949-7171

QUALITY CLEANING
Houses, apts., office & move
out. Excellent work, ref. Lic.
& Bonded. Call Rita.

Cell (562) 213-5071
(562) 291-3574

SERVICES

1 BEDROOM
Downey quiet, gated. Gas
included.

(562) 861-8615

SPACIOUS 2 BED APT.
Gated, quiet. Gas, carport
included.

(562) 861-7457

DOWNEY
Front owner�s unit. Must see.
3 bed, 2 bath, in unit laundry.
Lots of room. Hurry won�t
last. $1,595 mo. No Section 8.
AMCAP (562) 861-8906

BROOKSHIRE
MANOR DOWNEY

Senior 55+ view condo $925
mo. + dep., gated comm.,
lounge, rec. rm., pool, spa,
courtyard, new paint, carpet,
vinyl & appliances. Show
appt. only - ask for Gordon.

Cell (650) 722-2116
(760) 200-8856

* JUST FOR U *
Lrg. 2 bed $1,150, 1 bed
$890, A/C, fan, vrtcls., pool,
lndy.

(562) 923-8400

FOR RENT

PRIME DOWNEY
LOCATION

Office space available for
lease in the prestigious
�Wendt Building� located at
10810 Paramount Blvd. 1,100
sq. ft. suite w/private parking.
Call for details. Wendt Realty.

(562) 861-1241

OFFICE FOR LEASE

2 BED, 2 BATH
D/W, F/P, 2 car parking, W/D
incl. avail. 7-1, $1,200.

John (310) 901-6971

SINGLE PERSON
New stove, new refrigerator,
carpet, blind - all utilities
included $725. Apply at 9303
Alondra Blvd., Bellflower

(562) 869-4710

1 BED
New kitchen, new drapes,
gas, water included $775. See
Joan - 11540 Imperial Hwy.

(562) 863-6599

FOR RENT

SECRETARIAL
HELP NEEDED

Applicant must have fire
casualty & life ins. license.
Must have previous recep-
tionist experience or willing
to train, hours 8:45 AM - 5:15
PM - Call before applying
Farmers Insurance, 8737
Firestone Blvd., Downey.

(562) 923-8118

EMPLOYMENT

YARD SALE
Fri. & Sat. June 3 & 4

8 AM to 1 PM.
8542 Luxor

ESTATE SALE
MULTI FAMILY

FRI., SAT. JUNE 3 & 4
Furn., antiques, household
items, tools, craft items, men
& womens clothes & a lot
more!
8800 Block of Tweedy Lane
x St. Paramount - Gallatin

GARAGE SALE

REAL ESTATE
LICENSE TRAINING

Live Sessions. $199 reim-
bursed. Call Darlene.
Century 21 My Real Estate

(800) 641-2111 ext. 119

CLASSES

1998 MAZDA 626
A/C, overhauled transmission
$4,300 OBO. Mike

(562) 923-7758

1989 TOYOTA
CRESSIDA

Needs transmission work.
Sell $900.

(562) 923-7758

AUTO SALE

OFFICE FURNITURE
Large conference table, oak
desks & credenza, computer
tables & book cases.

(562) 776-1979

FOR SALE

1 OR 2 BED HOUSE
Call after 5 PM
(562) 861-6028

WANTED TO RENT

ST. JUDE NOVENA
May the Sacred Heart of

Jesus be adored and glori-
fied, loved and preserved
throughout the world now
and forever. Most Sacred
Heart of Jesus, pray for us.
St. Jude worker of miracles,
pray for us. Helper of the
hopeless, pray for us.

Thank you for granting
my petition.                        K.T

PERSONALS

NEED HOME
For �Sam�, M. Golden
Retriever. 4-5 yrs. old.

(562) 862-3786

ANIMALS/PETS
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