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Man barricades himself
after morning shooting

DOWNEY—A 25-year-old man who allegedly fired a shot and point-
ed a gun at his neighbor after he was asked to leave a neighborhood party
in early morning hours Friday, Nov. 19 was booked on suspicion of
attempted murder after a tense situation at his barricaded apartment later
the same day, according to police.

Police said Darius Arencibia was arrested about 10:30 a.m. Friday
after he fled the party in the 11000 block of Newville Avenue. It is alleged
that he pointed a gun and fired one shot, hitting no one, in the confronta-
tion at the party. His apartment is a short distance from the party site,
police said.

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s SWAT team and negotiators talked
him into surrendering after a standoff which lasted from 3:30 to 10:30
a.m.

He was held in lieu of $1 million bail.

GIFTS FOR THE NEEDY—Police officers show off the birds they
delivered to 13 needy families for Thanksgiving. The Downey Police
Officers Association, Cafe n’ Stuff and the Downey Coca-Cola
Bottling Company joined in the effort.

A RIDE WITH SANTA—Eight-year-old Matthew McHenry gets to experience one of the great thrills of his life Sunday,
Dec. 4 when he rides next to Santa at the Downey Holiday Lane Parade. The event is produced by the Downey Chamber
of Commerce.

By John Adams
The Downey Police Officers Association, Cafe n’ Stuff and the

Downey Coca-Cola Bottling Company joined to make sure the tables of
needy families were not bare this Thanksgiving Season.

Police officers picked up 13 Turkey dinners which had been prepared
at the restaurant earlier Wednesday. The police then drove the meals to
needy homes and presented them to delighted families.
Each package contained a whole roast turkey, homemade stuffing and all
the trimmings.

According to Detective Steve Aubuchon, his calls to the families to tell 

Cops deliver turkeys for Thanksgiving
them they had been selected drew an overwhelming response of apprecia-
tion.

The families were grateful that someone cared. And the officers and
staffs of Cafe n’ Stuff and Coca-Cola were aglow with the knowledge that
they had been part of the Thanksgiving Spirit.

Enjoy Parade along
Downey Ave. Sunday

By John Adams
DOWNEY—The colorful Downey Holiday Lane Parade, this city’s

biggest event of the year, will be offered Sunday, Dec. 4 starting at 1:30
p.m. at Downey and Lexington Avenues.

The public is invited to come out and enjoy this free and colorful event
which includes marching bands, tall flags, drill teams, majorettes, floats,
clowns, and equestrian units.

The parade route runs south on Downey Avenue to Third Street and
then east (left) on Third Street to City Hall.

Children love this parade, and eight-year-old Matthew McHenry will
particularly enjoy this one from a seat next to Santa on that jolly old elf’s
float in the big parade. He won a drawing for the privilege of riding beside
Santa, and will be the envy of kids all along the parade route.

Art Morris
J. Arthur (Art) Morris, one of the city’s veteran benefactors, will be an

honored celebrity at this year’s parade.
L.A. County Supervisor Don Knabe will be honored as Celebrity

Grand Marshall in this year’s parade, then will rush back to the announc-
er’s booth in the grandstand to help Marsha Moode with the cable-TV cov-
erage.

Long list of sponsors
The list of sponsors for this event  reads like a who’s who of Downey,

and includes major sponsor Downey Regional Medical Center; Trophy
Sponsors A Unique Florist, AARP Downey Chapter 262, Jean and Bob
Brazelton, David Buhler, Escrow Results, Golden West Pipe and Supply,
Mark Keller, Los Amigos Country Club, Don Duffin, Mambo Grill, Mark
Minkes and Robert C. Deere, M.D.’s, Mouniar’s Hair and Fashion,
Meredith Perkins and Marian Perumean.

Fleeing business
effect ‘negligible’

By John Adams
A commonly heard theme in recent public debates is that California’s

economic problems are compounded by a hostile attitude to the needs of
business, and that businesses are fleeing the state in ever increasing num-
bers.

An edition of California Economic Policy, a publication of the Public
Policy Institute of California, recently   looked into these assertions. The
findings were surprising. A summary of the publication by David
Neumark, Junfu Zhang and Brandon Wall, found that:

*California does in fact lose businesses and jobs because of relocation,
but the effect on employment is negligible. In any year from 1993 to 2002,
the net job loss from business relocation was never higher than one-tenth
of 1 percent of the total number of jobs. At that rate, it would take more
than 10 years for California to lose 1 percent of its employment.
Moreover, California is an importer of jobs from certain states.

*Employment change is primarily driven not by interstate relocation
but by the expansion and contraction of existing businesses and by the
births of new businesses and the deaths of existing ones. On average, 71.4
percent of job destruction in the state from 1992 to 2002 stemmed from
the death of business establishments. 25.9 percent from existing business-
es shrinking, and only 1.6 percent from relocation out of state.

*When they do move, businesses are much more likely to move local-
ly than across state boundaries. Out of state relocations account for less
than 4 percent of all the moves captured in their database.

Relocation has relatively little effect on employment change. On the
average, 62.4 percent of jobs created came from new establishments, 36.7
percent from growth of existing establishments, and only 0.9 percent from
establishments moving to California. Similarly, 71.4 percent of job
destruction stemmed from establishment deaths, 26.9 percent from con-
traction, and only 1.6 percent from establishments leaving the state.

The Public Policy Institute of California is based in San Francisco.

See STAUFFER, page 2

Stauffer Scholars get
seed money for college

By Henry Veneracion
DOWNEY—With presenter and emcee Denise Takano, director of

elementary education for Downey Unified School District, stressing the
importance of getting a college education—to enable one to earn more, to
realize one’s full potential, to prepare oneself better for positions of lead-
ership and service – 144 DUSD students who got straight A’s in the 5th or
6th grades during the 2004-2005 school year were each awarded seed
money for college at the 4th annual Stauffer Scholar Awards on Nov. 16-
17 at the Barbara Riley Center.

One student from each elementary (K-5) and middle school who were
singled out as a 2004-2005 Stauffer Scholar for not only their scholarship
but leadership and service received a $500 dollar check, with the rest
receiving $100 with which to start their ScholarShare College Savings
Trust Plan. The plan, called the California 529 Plan, is administered by
TIAA (Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America)-CREF
and is considered to be one of the best such plans in the U.S. The



Stauffer
Scholarshare application process was explained by TIAA-CREF tuition
planning consultant Jose Mireles.

The students were also presented with a certificate of achievement and
a book. The book, The Complete Life, was written and published in 1927
by Rev. L.H. Schuh, Ph.D., Dr. Mary Stauffer’s grandfather. Dr. Stauffer,
who personally handed out the awards, emphasized in her remarks to the
students that “There is more to life than learning and good GPAs.”
Reinforcing what Takano said, Dr. Stauffer mentioned leadership, citizen-
ship, participation and service as ideals to strive for.

The 2004-2005 Stauffer Scholars and $500 recipients were: Carpenter
Elementary’s Rosalinda Rodriguez; Jaclyn Gasdia, Gallatin Elementary;
Alexis Santan, Gauldin; Jazmin Lucero, Lewis; Marina George, Old
River; Mark Montero, Rio Hondo; Rebekah Jin, Rio San Gabriel, Ana
Padilla, Unsworth; Jennifer Cho, East Middle School; Stephanie Zmuda,
Griffiths Middle; Micheal Simon, Sussman Middle; and Allison Worthy,
West Middle. A plaque bearing these students’ names will be hung at their
respective schools. 

In a first for her, professional singer Kathy Bee opened the Nov. 16
ceremonies by singing the rarely-heard 4th verse of the “Star Spangled
Banner.” This was sung as well the following evening by Arlene
Hofmayer. Keynote speaker for the Nov. 17 ceremonies was Dr. Wendy
Doty, DUSD Superintendent.

Dr. Stauffer expressed her appreciation for the work of planning and
coordination done by volunteer staffs, which included (on Nov. 16): Erin
McCoy, Hana Fisher and Sandy Chan from Warren High ASB, Melissa
Iriarte from Downey Assisteens, and Linda Kennedy, retired DUSD direc-
tor of curriculum and instruction and current member of the Stauffer
Foundation; (on Nov. 17): Jody Olivas and Eric Romero also from Warren
High ASB, and Veronica Briones and Pamela Briones from Downey
Assisteens. Special thanks were accorded DUSD Senior Secretary, Ana
Thorne.

ScholarShares awarded by Dr. Stauffer for 2004-2005 totaled $18,500.
(Dr. MaryR. Stauffer and Ana Thorne contributed to this report.)

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP – Longtime member John Thompson
(left) and Pastor Norm Stoppenhagen are ready for Advent and
Christmas worship services at Messiah Lutheran Church, 10711
Paramount Blvd., Downey. Regular Sunday services are at 8 a.m. and
11 a.m. in English and 9:30 a.m. in Spanish. Special Advent devotions
are being held Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call
923-1215.

Champagne brunch at Downey Elks
DOWNEY—Fail-Safe 4 Felines, Inc. will be hosting a champagne

brunch and silent auction at the Downey Elks Lodge on Sunday, Dec. 11
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There is a donation of $20.

For reservations and tickets, call 708-2672 or 928-5731.
Fail-Safe 4 Felines is a nonprofit organization working towards reduc-

ing the unwanted cat population in Downey through non-lethal means.

Free-throw contest for kids at Apollo
DOWNEY – Downey Elks will hold their annual basketball free-

throw contest on Dec. 10 at Apollo Park from 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. All
Downey school and parochial children ages 8-13 are invited to participate.

Lodge installs new Worshipful Master
DOWNEY—Raymond B. Balbin of Buena Park was installed as

Worshipful Master of Metropolitan Masonic Lodge No. 352 with the rest
of his line of officers on Dec. 3 at the lodge located at 8244 E. 3rd St. in
Downey. 

Other officers installed were: James B. Shea of Santa Fe Springs,
Senior Warden; Nonato Palomar of Glendale, Junior Warden; Carlos R.
Antonio, Bellflower, Treasurer; Carlos Castaneda, Montebello, Secretary;
and Robert M. Hackert, Santa Fe Springs.

Appointed officers are the following: John Bonilla, Chino Hills,
Chaplain; Federico O. Perez, Jr., Orange, Senior Deacon; Victor M. Reyes,
Walnut, Junior Deacon; Federico A. Perez III, Orange, Marshal; Clemente
Reyes, Walnut, Senior Steward; Nicanor Bizmonte, Montebello, Junior
Steward; and Michael Potopea, Anaheim, Tiler.

STAUFFER SCHOLAR—For receiving straight A grades for two
consecutive years at Rio Hondo Elementary, as well as for his service
to school and the community, Mark Montero recently received the
Stauffer Scholar award. The award includes a $500 grant as seed
money to fund his college education. Upon hearing the news, his god-
father, Mr. Jean-Yves Laurent of Saint-Etienne, France, matched the
grant amount.



THE SPIRIT OF CARING – Ebie Ghaneian (right) of Downey’s pop-
ular restaurant, Café n’ Stuff, joined with Coca-Cola and Downey
police officers in donating turkey dinners to the needy for
Thanksgiving.

‘North Pole is calling’
program for local kids

DOWNEY—The City of Downey Community Services is offering an
opportunity for children ages 4-8 to have a special holiday by having Santa
Claus make a surprise phone call to them through a program called “North
Pole is Calling You.” The program is free

Parents or guardians are to fill out a card from the Community Services
Department with the following information: name, pronunciation of name,
parent’s or guardian’s name, boy or girl, address, hobbies/interests, school,
and holiday “wish list.” The cards will be available at the Community
Services Department from Dec. 5-12, and must be submitted to
Community Services by 5:30 p.m., Dec. 12.  

Santa will make his special calls either on Tuesday, Dec. 13, or
Wednesday, Dec. 14, between 6 and 7:30 p.m. He will have a brief chat
with each child and check the Santa Workshop to see what he can do. 

Those who are filling out cards for several children in the same fami-
ly will fill out one card for each child and paper clip the cards together
when they turn them in.

“The children are happy to hear from Santa Claus. They are excited
and talk about their holiday wish list,” said Teri Akloff, Community
Services Recreation Supervisor.

For information, contact Community Services, (562) 904-7238.

Chamber of Commerce
year-ending activities

DOWNEY—The Downey Chamber of Commerce is holding a
Membership Mixer at Bank of the West, 10230 Paramount Blvd.,
Thursday, Dec. 8 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The $3 admission includes drawing
for prizes.

Tuesday, Dec. 13, the Rise ‘N Shine Networking Group meets at 7:30
a.m. at Nordic Fox, 10924 Paramount Blvd. Scheduled speakers are
Chamber members Joe Keays, Downey Plumbing, Heating & Air
Conditioning; Paul Tu, PC Club; and Debra Wallace, Employment Service
Agency. RSVP: 923-2191.

The group doesn’t meet Dec. 27; the Networkers resume their meet-
ings at Nordic Fox in January 2006.

Meanwhile, the Chamber’s annual Holiday Open House is on Friday,
Dec. 16, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Chamber offices at 11131 Brookshire
Ave. To RSVP, call the Chamber office, 923-2191, or fax 869-0461.

Softball sign-ups at Rio San Gabriel
DOWNEY – Early registration begins tomorrow, Dec. 3 at Rio San

Gabriel Park from 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. for Downey Ponytail Softball.
Price is $55 for the first player and $35 for sisters.
Registration will also be held Dec. 4, noon – 4 p.m. and Dec. 10, 10:30

a.m. – 4 p.m., also at Rio San Gabriel. Registration cost increases to $70
for the first player and $50 for sisters after Dec. 10.

DOWNEY MAYOR PRO TEM—Meredith Perkins welcomes stu-
dents and parents to Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard’s annual
service academy workshop at the Downey City Library on Nov. 19,
conducted by representatives from the U.S. Military Academy (West
Point), U.S.  Naval Academy, U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. Coast
Guard Academy and the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy.  Following
a highly competitive admissions process, academy students receive a
free college education in return for serving at least 5 years in the mil-
itary after graduation. For information, call the congresswoman’s Los
Angeles office at (213) 628-9230 or visit www.house.gov/roybal-allard
and click “Making College Affordable” and “How to Get a Free,
Four-Year College Education.”

Resident charged 
in mortgage scam

Ran local real estate company
DOWNEY—Downey resident Martha Rodriguez, 33, and Edward

Seung Ok, 39, both of whom ran real estate and escrow companies in
Downey and Seal Beach, have been charged by federal authorities with
conspiring to defraud homeowners who faced foreclosure. 

The couple allegedly assured the homeowners short-term loans to stop
foreclosure can be arranged if the homeowners signed documents turning
the title of their homes over to them. They operated under businesses
named Silvernet Properties, Bellasi Escrow, Deko Ltd., and Silverfunds
Mortgage Inc.  The defendants would apply for mortgage loans and ask
the banks to wire the funds directly to their escrow accounts. 

In some cases, the couple allegedly paid a fee to individuals posing as
buyers of the properties. In others, they would use the information and
forge the signatures of past clients. In any case, the homeowners would
end up getting only a small portion of the proceeds. 

Anyone who has been approached by either Rodriquez or Ok, or who
feels they’ve been victimized in the fraudulent scheme, is asked to contact
the FBI at (310) 477-6565.



The poets’ corner
Freedom’s Gift

Our freedom is a precious gift from God,
And through the years it has been guarded well,
With truth and peace the way our feet have trod.

And liberty the words our lips did tell.

Thanksgiving is the time we celebrate
Our Country and ideals we have learned,

We gather on this day to consecrate
This way of life that freemen all have earned,

We pass along this way of peace and love,
And meet our families with joy to pray,

Our thankful hearts upraised to ask God above,
To bless America in every way.

—Zelma Dennis,
La Mirada

Volunteers needed for library shop
DOWNEY – The Friends of the Downey City Library need volunteers

to work in their shop located inside the library. 
The Friends currently need additional volunteers to work these shifts:

Saturday 10 a.m. – noon, and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
For information and a volunteer application, call Josephine de la Dingo

at 904-7360, ext. 30.

City offers Holiday Camp for youth
DOWNEY—The City of Downey Community Services Department is

offering Holiday Camp for children ages 6-14 that will give them the
opportunity to make new friends, learn new activities (games and crafts),
and take a weekly excursion. The camp will be conducted by trained per-
sonnel at Wilderness Park for two weeks. 

Week I will cover Dec. 19-23 with a movie excursion to Long Beach
Towne Center. Week II is from Dec. 26-30 with an excursion to Huntington
Beach for ice and roller skating. Camp hours are 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., with
extended hours available to assist working parents. The extended hours
program is from 7 a.m.-9:30 a.m. and 3:30-6 p.m. each day.

Cost for each week is $75 for the first family member and $70 for each
additonal family member. Extended camp fee is $35 for the week, and $30
for each additional family member. 

For information, call 904-7238.

Lose excess pounds with Downey TOPS
DOWNEY—TOPS Downey Chapter #63 (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)

invites everyone to their weekly meetings.
Meetings are held Mondays from 6:30-8 p.m. at the First Baptist

Church of Downey, 8348 E. Third St., in Downey. For more information,
call Lou at 861-9425 or Suky at (323) 560-6576.

Christmas Boutique at St. Raymond’s
DOWNEY – The St. Raymond’s Seniors group are having their annu-

al Christmas Boutique and raffle on Sunday, Dec. 4 in the church’s small
hall from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Many gifts will be available for purchase and prizes will be raffled off,
including a large family basket.

LOS ANGELES COUNTY SUPERVISOR – Don Knabe will serve as
celebrity grand marshal and commentator for the 54th annual
Downey Holiday Lane Parade this Sunday, Dec. 4, produced by the
Downey Chamber of Commerce. Knabe is a member of the State and
Local Officials Senior Advisory Committee to the President’s
Homeland Security Advisory Council, an appointment coming after
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. He is also a trustee at the Aquarium of
the Pacific located in Long Beach.

Troop 2’s Super Santa
Sleigh also in parade

DOWNEY—Boy Scouts Troop 2, who took part in last year’s
Downey Holiday Parade with their B2 Stealth Bomber type craft, which
was created to “deliver gifts to troops around the world at day light speed,”
this time has built the S3 Super Sonic Sleigh craft for the parade Sunday,
Dec. 4. 

Where last year’s float had a special vinyl that assimilated the look of
carbon fiber with a stealthy appearance, this year’s 2005 S3 is bright red
with green fins and even “Stealthier.” Again built by Troop 2, with guid-
ance on design (to provide phenomenal speed) and construction from T2
chairman Raj Champaneri and Assistant Scout Master Sam Tabon, a
“Wow!” factor has been added to the float. “Unfortunately, we were not
able to install the jet engines,” said Champaneri.

Troop 2 says it’s an honor to have a United States Marine, who has
served two tours in Iraq, accompany their S3 float Sunday. They said they
were making arrangements to display the S3 Super Santa Sleigh float after
the parade.

Newcomers celebrating Christmas early
DOWNEY—The Downey Newcomers Club will celebrate Christmas

with a short business luncheon of filet mignon Monday, Dec. 12 at 11 a.m.
at the Rio Hondo Golf Club. Cost is $10.

Installation of officers takes place, with Santa Claus arriving to wish
all a Merry Christmas and making himself available for some picture tak-
ing with members. For reservations, call Paula Lou Roberts, 861-2545.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
Notes on the mansionization debate
Dear Editor: 

This is a transcript of my remarks to the City Planning Commission
and Urban Revitalization expert Mark Brodeur, delivered at the study ses-
sion which took place Nov. 16 at the Downey Theater. I submit this
address in hope of publication in The Patriot. Many thanks for your con-
sideration.
—Lawrence Christon,
Downey 

“As I see it, there are a number of issues that center on our mansion-
ization discussion tonight. On the one hand, we have the question of lib-
ertarian freedom and economic rights. On the other, we have the question
of esthetics and community. The late House Speaker Tip O’Neill used to
say that “All politics are local,” and, rightfully, we’re assembled here to
hash out matters that literally take place in our own back yards. But as
we’ve seen in today’s New York Times and in other recent news, mansion-
ization has become a national concern.

Let’s take the first issue. In the history of our country, we declared our
independence in the 18th century and strenuously enforced our individu-
alism in the 19th, pushing back borders of every kind—not just geograph-
ic. Indeed, the light with which America beckoned the world was beamed
on the principles not just of equality but freedom. America was where you
came to realize your dreams, to improve you lot Anything was achievable.
We still feel that way. It’s part of our optimistic character.

But over the past century, we’ve begun to realize that there are limits.
Borders have been reached. Populations have swelled. We’ve come to
realize that air and water, land and space are things we must manage if we
want to survive. The terms of freedom have shifted, so that the question
becomes: How do we maintain the individual freedoms that are essential
to our future, our creativity, our very being, without impinging on others
who want the same things, only in different ways?

So. You have a parcel of land, and a house. Remember the end of the
play, “Death of Salesman,” where Linda Loman stands over the grave of
her husbandnd crying, “We’re free and clear, Willie. Free and clear!”?
Their house is their symbol of freedom, their temple. Why shoudn’t the
family do what they want with it? Maybe their heirs, in need of money,
might decide to build it to the legal limit of their lot and flip it in a hot mar-
ket. Maybe they have extended family from abroad making do on little, or
kids in college on student loans. Shouldn’t they have the right to take care
of their own? Don’t they have the right to share in the now sacrosanct
belief that making the most money you can is a social imperative?

If their neighbors complain about loss of light, space and privacy, well,
they can build to their limit too. And if in time nobody has light, space or
privacy, they can just call it New York and get on with their lives.

Still, there’s the esthetic question. Why is it that untrammeled commer-
cial growth has to result in such ghastly ugliness, with strip malls and serv-
ice franchises that replicate each other with such monotony that the nature
of neighborhood and place is vanquished and we drive around as if in the
middle of nowhere? How is it that that esthetic has gone residential, so that
every new in-your-face flesh-colored architectural monstrosity now rises
in a towering pretentiousness toward Mediterranean luxury—which we
know to be false? I’m deeply sympathetic to homeowners who plunk
down their life savings and mortgage their future to a house, only to be
told what they can’t build on it or even what colors they can’t use to paint
it. To me, that’s outrageous. But these new, rude McMansions—why are
they such eyesores? And why must they all look the same?

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, of course. But I would suggest that
the root of beauty is proportion. I draw you attention to the two large post-
modernist structures located on the west side of Brookshire just south of
Florence. They don’t seem to belong to the neighborhood. They’re grey
and black, built up of processed stone and concrete. I think they’re
Japanese-designed and are used for Japanese social and business func-
tions—nobody lives in them. At first I thought they appeared toweringly
self-contained in a cool, mysterious, somewhat alien way. But the more I
drove by the more I appreciated them for the way they harmonize their
colors and their planes of circle and triangle, and especially in how they
yield to the equally artful space in front of them.

They’re beautiful in their way, partly in their design and mainly
because they don’t look like anything else.

I don’t know if Mark Brodeur, who’s advising us on the mansioniza-
tion issue, lives in Downey. I don’t know what residential codes the City
Council will decide on, and I wonder if any of them have chosen to take a
Saturday morning or Sunday afternoon to drive around his or her district
to see how many mansions are going up, and have taken down the num-
bers of their realtors to find out whether they’re just being built for quick
turn-around or how they’ll b used.

Clearly the question here is of individual versus community. And I’ll
tell you the anecdote that brought me to this meeting to give an opinion. I
was in a supermarket checkout line after the last public hearing on this
issue took place. Ahead of me was a woman, clearly distraught. She’d
been to the hearing and either was a mansion owner herself, or at least was
in favor of building them. She said to the checkout clerk, and I quote:”It s
just all these old people who’re opposed. They don’t want progress. They
should be happy for new neighbors. All their friends are dead.”

It was at that moment that it occurred to me what’s at the heart of this
issue, and why it’s provoked such resentment in the community. That per-
son’s sentiment was a perfect expression of the self-serving, egotistical
aggression that’s taken over the public conversation in American life. It’s
part of a larger climate of ugliness we live in now. Like the ponderous
SUV that takes over the road, it says the same thing: Mine is bigger than
yours. Get out of the way!

Change and progress are not always the same thing.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
Car wash questions
Dear Editor:

I read that the Downey Police Explorers is having a car wash for one
of their own (Downey Patriot, 11/18/05). I think that’s a great idea to be
able to help anyone in need anyway possible. I hope they raise enough
money to give to her and her family to pay for all of her medical bills. 

Believe me I’m not trying to take away from the Explorers cause but I
feel I do need to speak up. During the summer our group wanted to have
a car wash so we found the location and asked if they wouldn’t mind us
using their facilities. The manager said sure no problem but said he was
told that the city now requires a permit so I would need to get a permit
from the city. I said no problem and immediately called the city. After get-
ting passed around from department to department I finally was told I need
to speak to Planning Department. I was informed that they do not give
permits for a car wash. He went on to tell me that they don’t allow car
washes in the city of Downey because of the water run off into the storm
drains. He also said if we wanted to, we could go ahead with it but we
would be taking the risk of being shut down by either the Downey Police
or the Downey Code Enforcement. I called the manager of the facility we
wanted to use and explained all of this to him and he said he was very
sorry but we had to have a permit. 

So, let me see if I understand this correctly. I have to have a permit to
have the car wash but yet the city doesn’t allow car washes because of the
run off. Just FYI, the weekend before I had called the Planning depart-
ment the Warren High Football team had a car wash. And now I’m read-
ing that the Downey Police Department Explorers is having a car wash.

Is one group in need more than the next? Maybe, but every group is
trying to find their own ways to either help someone else or fundraise for
their group and they all should get equal opportunity to do so. Should one
person or group be allowed to do something that others can’t? No! If one
group is allowed to have a car wash then why aren’t other groups? Is one
group’s service or cause better than the next? Not to the members of
that group. They feel their needs and/or cause are just as important as the
next.

I wish Veronica a speedy recovery and her family will be in our
thoughts and prayers. Good luck with the car wash!

--Dina Edinger,
Downey

Congratulations
Dear Editor:

Please accept my personal congratulations on the recognition
bestowed on you by the Rotary Club of Downey for your invaluable con-
tribution to the community.

As the editor and publisher of The Downey Patriot, and as you did as
the editor of The Downey Eagle earlier, you provide the Downey commu-
nity with the only forum for the communication and discussion of issues
important to it. The Downey Patriot is arguably one of the community’s
most important assets for which you deserve our thanks. 

The Rotary Club has rightly acknowledged your invaluable contribu-
tion to our community.
—Harold Tseklenis,
Downey

Listening an important virtue
Dear Editor:

Education is very important and I am all for it. But when people come
out of college, they feel they know it all and cease to listen to anyone. This
is wrong. No matter how much education that we get, we should always
be open-minded and be willing to listen to other people.

We have wonderful, dedicated teachers that spend long hours working
for the school and children. No. 1, they don’t get good pay for their hard
work, and No. 2, when they are away from school and with other people
they don’t want to hear the truth about certain issues. They have a tenden-
cy to suppress people.

The point is, college does not mean that one knows everything and
cannot listen. I’ve noticed this mostly among teachers.

Being open-minded and listening is important, too.
—Elaine Hein,
Bellflower

Medicare Advantage HMO gets gold
CERRITOS—California Health Plan’s Medicare HMO, California

Medicare Advantage, has been named the only health plan in Orange
County and Los Angeles County to be recognized with the 2006 Senior
Choice Gold Award based on the value of the Medicare benefits offered to
beneficiaries. California Medicare Advantage was one of 30 in the nation
to be selected for the award.

The award recipients were selected from more than 200 Medicare
managed care plans based on cost-sharing comparisons and Part D pre-
scription drug benefits for Medicare beneficiaries conducted by
HealthMetrix Research, Inc., an independent managed care research firm
in Columbus, Ohio.

“This award responds to the continued concerns and uncertainties that
seniors have with out-of-pocket costs incurred when they enroll in a
Medicare HMO,” said Alan Mittermaier, president of HealthMetrix
Research. “California Health Plan’s California Medicare Advantage HMO
plan has demonstrated a commitment to cost-sharing effectiveness and
value in the design of its Medicare HMO benefits, copayments,
deductibles and premiums. We anticipate that informed beneficiaries will
rely on this award as an indication of excellence just as they now rely on
other awards and consumer ratings that recognize excellence in quality of
care, health outcomes and member satisfaction.”

The award criteria established by the research firm were based on 2006
cost-sharing comparisons conducted in 80 cities during November, 2005.
The annual comparisons estimate the out-of-pocket costs of Medicare ben-
eficiaries based on health status categories (healthy, episodic and chronic)
and corresponding utilization of the most common HMO benefits, such as
physician office visits, emergency or urgent care, hospital care, prevention
and prescriptions. The comparisons identify the Medicare HMOs with the
lowest and highest annual out-of-pocket costs based on the approved 2005
member co-payments and premiums that appear in the Medicare Personal
Plan Finder database (www.medicare.gov).

“As a health plan designed and operated by local physicians, our
efforts remain committed to providing high quality care with the highest
value to our members,” said California Health Plan’s Chairman, Sheldon
Zinberg, M.D. “This recognition validates our health plan benefits as sec-
ond to none for Medicare beneficiaries.”

For information, call (877) 211-6614. Added information on the survey
and award is available at www.HMOs4seniors.com.
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‘Nunsense’ to play the DCLO
DOWNEY – Marsha Moode, executive director of the Downey Civic

Light Opera, has announced the second production of the 2005-06 season.
“Nunsense,” the side-splitting comedy about a talent show staged by

the Little Sisters of Hoboken to pay for the burial of one of their own
(accidentally poisoned by the convent chef), has delighted audiences
Catholic and non-denominational for decades. Playing dates are February
23 – March 12, 2006.

For ticket information, call 923-1714. Group discounts are available.

O.C. Fair to have New 
Year’s Eve celebration

COSTA MESA—As an alternative to watching the Times Square fes-
tivities on TV New Year’s Eve, people can instead ring in 2006 at the
Orange County & Exposition Center, 88 Fair Drive in Costa Mesa. Touted
as the largest New Year’s Eve party on the West Coast, Orange County
New Year’s Eve (OCNYE) will feature live music, dancing, food, exhibits
and the crown jewel of the night, the “spectacular” Orange Drop to ring in
the New Year. 

Featured performers include Sugar Ray, Joan Jett & the Blackhearts,
The Violent Femmes, the Psychedelic Furs, Berlin, The English Beat, Bow
Wow Wow, Reel Big Fish, Lit, The Colour, WaxApples, Charles Feelgood,
Grant Plant, Jason Blakemore, DJ Jasen and Speaker Junkies.

Event hours are 6 p.m.-1:30 a.m. Admission is $65 per person. VIP
Skybox packages are also available. For more information, visit
www.ocnye.com.

Additionally, the following events are scheduled to take place at the
OC Fair & Exposition Center in December 2005. Follow directional signs
to general parking gates. For additional information, contact the promoter
at the telephone number listed with the event. Scheduled events are sub-
ject to change without notice. Visit www.ocfair.com for event updates.

December 2005
1-19 YULE CHRISTMAS TREE LOT – Thursday-Monday, 8 a.m.-
10 p.m. (818) 347-8720
3-4 MAINE ATTRACTION CAT SHOW – Saturday, 10 a.m.-5
p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Bldg. #14. Admission: adults $7, seniors
(65+) and children 6-12 $5, children under 6 free. Maine Attraction Cat
Fanciers, (818) 455-9390
9-11 GEM, JEWELRY & BEAD SHOW – Friday, noon-7 p.m.;
Saturday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Bldg. #10. Admission:
adults $5, children under 12 free. Gem Faire, Inc., (760) 747-9215.
10 COMPUTER FAIR – Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Bldg. #12.
Admission: adults $5, children under 10 free. Discount tickets for $2.95
are available online at tickets.lacomputerfair.com. NP Expos, Inc., (800)
800-5600 or www.lacomputerfair.com
16 SHORELINE DOG FANCIERS ASSOCIATION DOG
SHOW – Friday, 7 a.m.-5 p.m. Bldgs.  #10, #12, Parade of Products, and
Main Mall. Admission: free. Shoreline Dog Fanciers Association
23 S.O.S. – SHARE OUR  SELVES ADOPT-A-FAMILY –
Friday, 8-11 a.m. Bldgs. 10, #12, and Parade of Products. Share Our
Selves, (949) 642-3451, or www.sharourselves.org
23-24 CHRISTMAS MARKET PLACE – Friday and Saturday, 7
a.m.-4 p.m. Main Lot. Admission: adults $2, children under 12 free. Tel
Phil Enterprises, (949) 723-6660, or www.ocmarketplace.com
31 ORANGE COUNTY NEW YEAR’S EVE – Saturday, 6 p.m. –
1:30 a.m. All Grounds and Buildings. Admission: $65. Rich Goodwin
Presents, www.ocnye.com (949) 715-9215

Weekly events
ORANGE COUNTY MARKETPLACE – Saturday and Sunday, 7 a.m.-
4 p.m. Main Lot. Admission: adults $2, children under 12 free. Tel Phil
Enterprises, (949) 723-6660 or www.ocmarketplace.com
FARMERS MARKET – Thursdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Main Lot. Orange
County Farm Bureau, (714) 573-0374, orange.cfbf.com
CENTENNIAL FARM – Monday-Friday, 1-4 p.m.; Saturday and
Sunday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission: free, (714) 708-1619.

E-mail us:
DowneyPatriot@yahoo.com
www.TheDowneyPatriot.comPIANIST, COMPOSER, SINGER – Shawn Morgan entertains every

Friday and Saturday evening from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Granata’s
Italian Villa, 11032 Downey Ave., Downey. He is currently recording a
solo project which will be released sometime next year. For informa-
tion, call Granata’s at 927-0014.

Live performances at Nordic Fox
DOWNEY—Guitarist Rob Syphax performs hits of the 60’s and 70’s

every Sunday at Nordic Fox restaurant in Downey. For reservations, call
869-1414.



54th Annual Downey Holiday Lane Parade
Presented by the Downey Chamber of Commerce 

Banner – Downey Eye Care Center / Pacific Western Bank / Penske
Float – Job’s Daughters Bethel #244
City of Bell Sapphire Drill Team
Broken Horn Ropers
Downey Sister Cities Association

Banner – Don Dixon & Assoc. / Kiwanis Club of Downey
Compton Sounders
Marching Unit – Troop 278 & Troop 378
Float – Downey Elks Lodge #2020
Ballet Folklorico Infantial Mexico
Jerri Beebe
Razorback Cheer
Razorback Football
Divine Talents, Inc.
Color Guard – American Legion Post 270
Shirley Sossman
Madrid Middle School Band
Skippy Dee Klown
Equestrian – John Polak
Artime Studio

Downey Fire Department – Fire Chief Mark Sauter
Downey CERT Team
Downey Police Department

Welcome Banner
Banner – Downey Regional Medical Center

Float – Downey Regional Medical Center
Equestrian – El Monte Mounted Police

Banner – Hoag Property Management
Downey High School Band

Banner – CareMore Medical Center
Art Morris – Parade Grand Marshal
Equestrian – Well Fargo Stagecoach

Banner – Downey Acura
Supervisor Don Knabe – Celebrity Grand Marshal

Banner – Norms Family Restaurant
Warren High School Band
Downey Dog Obedience Club
Mayor
Marching Unit – St. John Bosco Assembly / Knights of Columbus

Banner – Knights of Columbus
Valley High School Band
Council Member

Banner – All American Home Center / Qwest Homework Assist.
Pasadena Cowgirls
Council Member
Guide Dogs of America
Council Member
Daisy Girl Scouts Troop 267
Council Member

Banner – Andrew’s Rancho Del Norte / Luncheon Sponsor
North Park Middle School Band
Steven Hoffman / Chamber President
Maria Larkin / Parade Chairman
Downey Ford

Banner – RMI International, Inc. / The UPS Store
Color Guard – Crescenta Valley High School Jr. ROTC
42nd Highlanders Regimental Pipes & Drum
Therapy Dogs of Southern California

Banner – Re/Max Online / Banner Carrier Sponsor
Re/Max Balloon
American Legion Post 723
American Legion Post 723 / Young Marines
Girl Scout Troop 327

Banner – Downey Federal Credit Union
Ronald McDonald
Deputy Dewdrop Downey Dept. of Public Works
No Mess Mouse / Recycle Rabbit / Keep Downey Beautiful
Sundae Baskin Robbins / Mr. Slice Papa John’s Pizza
Cub Scout Pack 805
Float –  Penske

Banner – Downey Association of Realtors / Downey Escrow
Shock Treatment Drill Team
Aftershock Junior Dance Team
Rubidoux High School Jr. ROTC
Lynwood High School Band
Motorcycles – Goldwing Road Riders Assoc. Chapter CA1-D
Marching Unit – Girl Scout Troop 989
Jones Junior High School Band
Marching Unit – Downey Sertoma Club
Downey Pack 2 Cub Scouts
Ballet Folklorico Iztaccihuatl
Calvary Chapel Marching Band
Girl Scouts Troop 324 & 248
Long Beach Charros
Companerismo Cristiano Four Square Church
South Gate High School
Marching Unit – Brownie Troop 27
Tall Flags – Santa Ana Winds Youth Band

Banner – Financial Partners Credit Union
Float – Santa Claus / Be A Star with Santa Winner

Sunday, Dec. 4
1:30 p.m.

The Holiday Lane Parade
begins at Downey and
Lexington Avenues and trav-
els south, turning east at 3rd
Street, and ending at City
Hall. Awards will be present-
ed at City Hall.

No left-hand turns will be
allowed from Florence Ave.
onto Brookshire Ave. No
through passage on
Lexington Ave., except for
foot traffic. No parking at
City Hall or Downey High
School.

Check-in and bus unload-
ing area is Brookshire Ave.
and Eleventh St.

The TV area will be at
Downey Ave. and New St.
and the Judges Stand on
Downey Ave. between 5th
and 3rd Sts. FIRESTONE BLVD.
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Downey
Church Directory

To advertise in the Downey Church
Directory, call 904-3668

Free immunizations for
children at Alameda

DOWNEY—Downey Unified School District and St. Francis Medical
Center, in cooperation with the LA County Department of Health Services
Immunization Program, are giving free immunizations for children ages 4-
18 from 3-7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 7 at the Alameda Elementary Cafeteria,
8613 Alameda St. in Downey.

Children must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian, and the
child’s immunization record must be brought. For information, call 904-
3589.

College hosting WWII veterans panel
NORWALK – Cerritos College’s Humanities and Social Science

Division will host a panel of local World War II veterans in honor of Pearl
Harbor Day on Wednesday, December 7 at 2 p.m. in the campus' Wilford
Michael Library teleconference center. The event is free and open to the
community.

The panel of veterans includes residents of L.A. and Orange Counties
and students in a Whittier community class led by Dr. Elijah Levy,
instructor with Cerritos College's Older Wiser Learner (OWL) program
(formerly the Emeritus College). The class provides war veterans with an
opportunity to discuss preserve their experiences via video- or audio-
taped narratives, correspondence or visual materials such as scrapbooks
or drawings. 

Dr. Levy's award-winning classes are part of the U.S. Veteran's
History Project, an effort to collect stories of wartime service for histori-
cal posterity.

For more information, call 860-2451, ext. 2517.

Downey Adult School schedules online
DOWNEY – Up-to-date Downey Adult School class schedules are

available by calling 940-6200 or visiting www.downeyadultschool.com.



Barbara Dye Callarman,
79, researched lineages

DOWNEY—Barbara Dye Callarman, who was a charter member of
the Downey Historical Society in 1965, passed away on Nov. 27 at Kaiser-
Permanente Hospital in Bellflower. She was 79. Her husband of 57 years,
Don Callarman, daughter Leslie Callarman and son Bruce Callarman,
were at her bedside. She also leaves two grandsons, Matt Olay and Angus
Lyne; daughter-in-law, Paula Fujiwara, M.D.; sister, Dr. Joan Gussow; and
two nephews.

Barbara Dye, daughter of Chester and Joyce Fisher Dye, was born in
Alhambra. At a young age, she developed a keen interest in history, writ-
ing, and ”how things worked.” She graduated magna cum laude from
Pomona College and was a member of Phi Betta Kappa. She and Don met
at Pomona College and were married in 1948. After a brief teaching
career, she devoted her time to raising the couple’s two children. The fam-
ily moved to Downey in 1961.

One of Callarman’s abiding interests was genealogy—tracing her Dye-
Dey-Duyts and allied lineages to 17th Century New York and The
Netherlands. She spent untold hours in libraries documenting the Dye
family in America and shared her research generously with others.

When she moved to Downey, Callarman became interested in the his-
tory and genealogy of Downey’s founding families, as well as that of John
Gately Downey, an Irish immigrant who became California’s first Civil
War-era governor and the city’s namesake.

From 1965 Callarman spent the next 40 years immersed in its volun-
teer projects and operations as an officer and board member. In 1968 she
volunteered to head up a museum committee, and never detoured from the
goal of a history and research center that became a reality in 1984, with
the opening of the Downey History Center in Apollo Park.

Callarman’s voluminous notebooks on “Los Nietos Valley Pioneers”
have helped many other family researchers find their “roots.” She was also
deeply interested in historic preservation, lending her expertise to causes
including the Dismukes Cottage and Downey’s Speedee McDonald’s
Drive-In.

Finding a shortage of reliable information for documenting photogra-
phers whose early works are in the Society’s photo collection, Callarman
researched and published 19th Century Photographers of Los Angeles
County, a reference book valued by scholarly libraries.

No funeral services are planned. A memorial service will be held at a
later date. The family suggests any memorial contributions be addressed
to the Rancho Los Amigos Foundation, Inc.

Dody Mae Morton
was world traveler

DOWNEY—Dody Mae Morton, born Aug. 31, 1924 in Salina,
Kansas, passed away on Nov. 20. A son, Greg, is a resident of Downey,
while her other son, David, lives in Lancaster. She was predeceased by
two husbands, Grant Morton, in 1978, and Bill Fuller, in 2000.

She came to California in 1945, settling down in Montague, and mov-
ing to Lancaster in 2000. After fighting and conquering two different can-
cers in three years, she finally succumbed to another, after a valiant year-
long battle. 

She studied liberal arts, worked as a payroll clerk, then as an electron-
ics technician. She served ten years as manager of a travel agency in Santa
Clara. She traveled the world teaching English, and soaked up various cul-
tures. She once did exhibition dancing and was an avid Duplicate Bridge
player.

In addition to her two sons, she is survived by two grandsons, one great
grandson, and two great granddaughters.

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. tomorrow, Dec. 2, at
Lancaster United Methodist Church, 918 W. Ave. J, Lancaster.

Bellflower art association meets Dec. 13
BELLFLOWER—The Bellflower Art Association will meet

Tuesday, Dec. 13 from 7-10 p.m. at Thompson Park, 14001 Bellflower
Blvd. in Bellflower, with Penney Dermand giving a demonstration using
oils for a floral painting.

Leonard H. Durnal, 86,
was longtime resident

DOWNEY—Leonard H. Durnal was born to Lawrence and Louise
Durnal July 10, 1919 in Villa Grove, Illinois. He came to California in
1962 and worked as a welder for 50 years. He was a US Army corps engi-
neer in World War II. 

He lived in Downey for 40 years and died on Nov. 25. He was 86.
He is survived by sons Jerry from Phoenix, John (Regina) from

Virginia and Joe (whereabouts unknown); daughter Kathy (Phillip) Luna-
Ortega of Downey; longtime companion Lillian Lonnon; brother Roland
of Michigan City; sister Marie of Lancaster; and nine grandchildren. His
wife, Natalie, preceded him in death. He also leaves many friends behind.

Services were entrusted to the Downey Zrelak Family Mortuary.
Interment was at Riverside National Cemetery was on Wednesday, Nov.
30. 

LEONARD H. DURNAL—A Downey resident for 40 years, served
with the US Army in World War II as a corps engineer.

Memorial mass 
held for Jim Frize

DOWNEY—A memorial mass was held on Nov. 25 at St. Raymond’s
Catholic Church for James Patrick Frize, who was born Feb. 2, 1919 and
died on Nov. 21.

He was raised in Huntington Park and graduated from Bell High
School. Joining the Navy, he fought in WWII aboard the USS
Independence. He worked for Amtec from 1949 to 1972.

He is survived by his wife, Eva; children, Sue, Nora, Jim, Mary,
Loretta, Tim, Tam, John and Ron; 29 grandchildren; 21 great grandchil-
dren; and two sisters, Una Conder and Patricia McCarthy.

Arrangements were handled by Miller-Mies Mortuary.

Fashion show at Women’s Club meeting
DOWNEY – Downey Christian Women’s Club invites the communi-

ty to their buffet luncheon held the second Wednesday of every month at
Los Amigos Country Club at 11:45 a.m.

Price for the lunch is $12 and men are welcome to attend.
A fashion show by Glory M’lou’s Boutique will be the special feature

of the Dec. 14 meeting. Also, Arlane Hart will speak on “Peace after
Tragedy” while Diane Pierce will provide the music.

Reservations are requested by calling Ginnie at 927-8488.



BIG WINNERS – Ellen Mary Michel and John Lacey split a St.
Raymond’s Church reverse raffle grand prize of $2,750.

Rose Float ‘casino night’ Dec. 2 
DOWNEY—The Downey Rose Float Association wants you to get

ready for a bigger and better Casino Night tonight, Dec. 2 starting at 7:30
p.m. at the Downey Woman’s Club, featuring new authentic Vegas cards
and chips, prizes and games. 

Tickets are $25 per, and are available though any Rose Float member
or by contacting (562) 260-8503. A dinner and dessert buffet will be
served along with DJ entertainment, 50/50, and a silent auction.

BORA BORA HONEYMOON—Amber Lee Conroy and Matt
Franklin Price, who met as teenagers while swimming for the Downey
Dolphins, were married Sept. 24 in a garden ceremony at the Lindley
Scott House in Azusa. Amber is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Conroy of Downey and is currently completing a degree in education.
The groom is the son of Mr. Ben Price of Bellflower and Mrs. Kathy
Butram of Glendale, Arizona and works for Doty Bros. After a honey-
moon in Bora Bora, the couple now resides in Lakewood. 

First Baptist presents 
an original musical

DOWNEY—The Worship Arts Department of First Baptist Church
of Downey, 8345 E. Third St. in Downey, will bring to life the music,
clothing and culture of 1941 when it presents “Pearl…a Christmas
Musical” Friday-Sunday, Dec. 9-11 at 7:30 p.m., and also at 4 p.m. Dec.
10 and 11.

The story shares the friendship of two children living adjacent in two
Los Angeles apartments in 1941, and how they come to teach their
Japanese-American and Caucasian families the “benefit of love that
knows no color or bias.”

The originally-scripted musical features the First Baptist 50-voice
choir, as well as dance, drama, costumes and special effects that will trans-
port the audience into the “happy-go-lucky days of 1941, and how the
optimism of the music and culture sustained a nation—and two families—
through the darkest of times.”

Complimentary tickets for “Pearl” are available now by contacting the
Pearl ticket office, (562) 923-1261, ext. 275, or by visiting www.fbc-
downey.org or e-mail info@fbcdowney.org.

Musical group to sing carols at library
DOWNEY—The public is invited to a free performance Tuesday,

Dec. 13 in the lobby of the Downey City Library by Divine Talents, a non-
profit music education group who have performed for the Holiday Lane
Parade, Kids Day and at Stonewood Center Mall. Young singers in grades
kindergarten through 8th grade will perform holiday carols inside the
library.

The program starts at 6:30 p.m. The Downey City Library is located at
11121 Brookshire Ave. For information, contact (562) 904-7360, ext. 32.

Library book lover’s club meets Dec. 8
DOWNEY—If you are interested in discovering the best in literary

fiction, biography and popular nonfiction, you should consider joining the
Downey City Library Book Lover’s Club. The free monthly book discus-
sion group meets Thursday, Dec. 8 from noon-1 p.m. in the Cormack
Room.

This month’s featured selection is The Gift of the Magi and Other
Stories by O. Henry. Group members are also invited to review a favorite
book at this session. 

Reservations are recommended by calling (562) 904-7360, ext. 3.

Beth Shalom offering Hebrew school
WHITTIER—Beth Shalom of Whittier, 14564 E. Hawes St. in

Whittier, offers a religious and Hebrew school for grades K through 7. The
school’s “enjoyable learning experience” includes such activities as work-
shops, field trips and programs aimed at instilling Jewish values and tra-
ditions in children.

For information, call the school director, Liora Barr, (562) 941-8744,
or visit www.bethshalomofwhittier.org.

Guerra to head YMCA
current support campaign

DOWNEY—Local businessman and Downey Family YMCA board
member Mario Guerra, who also serves as Deacon at St. Raymond’s
Catholic Church and a police chaplain with the Downey Police
Department, has been nominated by YMCA board chair Bob Winningham
as General Campaign Chair of the 2006-2007 YMCA Current Support
Campaign.

He will be assisted by section Chairs: Jim Derry, Board Solicitation;
Dr. Wilk Perry, Chairman’s Round Table; Joe Commodore and Debbie
Hale, Teams and Community.

“Mario is well-known in Downey and the surrounding communities as
a person who gets things done. We are very thankful for his leadership to
this campaign,” said Winningham.

Y SUPPORT COMMITTEE IN PLACE—From left, front row: Steve
Roberson, George Saikali, Debbie Hale and Wilk Perry; back row:
Bob Winningham, Joe Commodore, Jim Derry and Deacon Mario
Guerra. 



Children’s Hospital offers holiday cards
WESTWOOD—Unique holiday cards designed by pediatric patients

from Mattel Children’s Hospital at UCLA, along with a special Mattel
Barbie edition card, are being offered by the 120-bed hospital located at
UCLA Medical Center in Westwood. Proceeds from the cards support spe-
cial programs for hospitalized children and their families. The hospital
offers a full spectrum of primary and specialized medical care for infants,
children and adolescents.

In addition, the collection includes a tribute card suitable for year-
round greetings. Each of tribute cards is 100 percent tax deductible.

All cards measure 5”x 7”; each box contains 20 cards. Holiday cards
are $20 per box; tribute cards are $50 per box. All prices include shipping
and handling.

To order online, visit http://www.mattel.ucla.edu/ and click on “2005
Holiday Card Collection” or call (310) 825-2631 and press option 6 for
more information.

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP GUILD—Member Bette Lloyd,
left, presents centerpiece she designed to chairpersons Charlene
McCluskey, center, and Lucy Guastella in preparation for their
“Christmas Joys” Luncheon tomorrow, Dec. 3 at 11:30 a.m. at the Rio
Hondo Events Center. Centerpieces will be raffled to raise funds for
OLPH School.

FPCU gets proclamation from city 
DOWNEY—Financial it Partners Credit Union received a

Proclamation from the city of Downey officially recognizing Oct. 20,
2005 as International Credit Union Day. It was delivered personally by
Mayor Pro Tem Meredith Perkins to FPCU’s main office in Downey. 

In recognition of International Credit Union Day and in keeping with
this year’s international theme of “Members Make It Happen,” members
were invited by Financial Partners to share their story of how they make a
difference in their community for a chance to win $500 to be donated to
their favorite charity. 

This was the winning story, submitted by FPCU member Pamela
Benson: 

“Project Love, a nonprofit organization established in 1963, provides
holiday gifts and scholarships to children in the Navajo and Hopi reserva-
tions in Arizona. The gifts that the children ask for are things that my chil-
dren take for granted such as school supplies, art supplies, backpacks,
sports equipment, coloring books, and the list goes on. I have personally
gone out to the reservation to deliver the gifts and meet with the children
and they are all wonderful, very thankful children, most of them living in
boarding schools.

This one story stands out in my mind. We were in the gym of one of
the boarding schools giving out gifts and I noticed that a little boy (no
more than 6 years old) opened a Barbie doll (from across the gym I felt
really bad that we made a huge error and that he received the wrong gift).
I went up to the boy and told him how sorry I was that he had received the
wrong gift and I have some Hot Wheels out in the truck. He then looked
up at me with sweet brown eyes and said that he asked for the Barbie doll.
“It is for my little sister who was not yet in school.” My eyes still get teary
when I think about that little boy.”

“This year’s theme honors the central role credit unions play in our
communities,” stated Nader Moghaddam, FPCU CEO/president.

RED CARPET HERITAGE REALTY – Reported an overwhelming
amount of contributions for their fifth annual Downey PTA Helps
food drive.  Pictured from left to right: Broker Chris Baumann, Pat
Szmagalski, Griselda Ceballos, Joanne Beck (California Capital
Resources), Lucy Guastella (chairperson) and Janine Hook (North
American Title). Downey PTA Helps is a nonprofit organization that
maintains a food bank to benefit qualified, low-income families in
Downey.

Home decorating 
contest underway

DOWNEY—The City of Downey Community Services Department
still has applications available for the annual holiday home decorating
contest. Deadline for application entries is Thursday, Dec. 8.

Award categories include: Best Use of Lights, Religious Display,
Handcrafted display, Neighborhood theme. Animated display, Total dis-
play, Window display and Lawn/Roof display.

Judging of the home displays will take place Monday, Dec. 12 from
5:30-10 p.m. The awards presentation will be held Thursday, Dec. 15 at 5
p.m. at the Downey City Hall Council Chambers.

For information on the application process, call 904-7238.



CARPET, LINO.
& LAMINATE

Serving Downey since 1968.
12142 Woodruff Ave.
LIC#   421455. Call Kent

(562) 776-9933

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel
home and office, service
upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE
NO OBLIGATION ESTI-
MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, senior dis-
counts, differences, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

ARMAS PATCHING
Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas

(562) 923-8227

HONEST HANDYMAN
Painting, plumbing, electri-
cal, carpentry. References fur-
nished. Call Jim.

(562) 869-0741

D&D FLOOR SERVICE
Experienced. Specializing in
refinishing & restoration of
hardwood flooring. Licensed,
bonded, & insured. Free esti-
mates. Lic#852346.

(562) 572-8397

ACTION PAINTING &
CONSTRUCTION

Int. & ext. painting, stucco,
windows & remodeling.
Lic. 456722

(562) 928-7680

MACHADO
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Room additions, roofing,
kitchen and bath remodeling,
window replacement, paint.
Senior discount. Lic#574972

(562) 803-8630
(323) 294-8745

CRYSTAL VIEW CARE
SERVICES

For all your caring needs,
available hourly & live -in at
reasonable rates. Lic. Bonded
& Insured.

Cell (562) 704-8614
(562) 926-6143

SERVICES

DRE APPROVED
REAL ESTATE

SCHOOL
Live sessions $199 reim-
bersed. Call Darlene

Century 21
My Real Estate Co.
(800) 641-2111 x 119

CLASSES

* GREAT LOCATION *
Like new, 2 bed, blt. ins,
forced air & heat, owner pays
gas $975 mo.

11613 Downey Ave.
(562) 291-1777

N. DOWNEY $2,300
Lrg. 4 bed, 1 1/3 4 bath, office
den, din. rm., circle dr. way,
pool.

(562) 861-5720
(562) 895-3509

1 BEDROOM
New Kitchen, new bath, new
floors, new paint, gated com-
munity with laundry on prem-
ises See. Joan 11540 Imperial
Hwy., Norwalk $775 after
discount.

Call (562) 863-6599

2 BEDROOMS
New paint, kitchen like new,
new carpet, stove, A/C, spa-
cious, coin laundry, 1 off street
parking. Rent $1,030 after dis-
count. See Jim 9448 Nance #4,
Downey

(562) 803-1467

*UP TO $100 OFF M/I*
Lg. 1 bed, $935, A/C, fan,
pool, lndy.

(562) 923-8400

APT. FOR RENT
North Downey $950 mo.

Call John (562) 397-8939

APT. FOR RENT
IN DOWNEY

2 bed, 1 bath, garage, laundry
hook-ups, no pets. $950 mo.

(562) 861-1819

DOWNEY
TOWNHOUSE

2 bed, 1 1/2 bath, 2 car gar.,
close to schools, mall & frwy.

(562) 614-4111 for appt.

1 BED
Gar., water & trash pd. $850

(562) 861-9931

FOR RENT

CLERICAL
EXPERIENCE

(562) 903-1063
Fax: (562) 903-1064

AMERICAN &
EFIRD, INC.

A world leader in Industrial
Sewing Thread is seeking a
Clerical Associate, F/T
responsible for filing,
phones, data entry, billing &
other functions as needed.
Please apply in person
10 AM - 3 PM

5426 E. Slauson Ave.
Commerce, CA 90040

We offer competitive pay
& an excellent benefits

package to include;
Medical/Dental/Vision
Insurance, Vacation,

Pension Plan & more.
E.O.E.

DRIVER/HELPER
WANTED

With good (DMV 3 yrs. a
must) no experience, will
train.

(562) 904-3616

P/T HELP WANTED
Cashier & photographer
needed for Santa photo
booth at Stonewood Mall,
flexible hours.

(909) 599-4061

EXPERIENCED
E-BAY SELLER

Wanted for immediate hire.
(562) 756-9959

AT ASSISTANT/
RECEPTIONIST

POSITION
Southern California
Rehabilitaion Services
(SCRS) is seeking qualified
bilingual candidates for the
position of AT assistant/
receptionist in their Downey
office. This is a full-time
position, salary plus bene-
fits. Job description at
www.scrs-ilc.org Please sub-
mit cover letter and resume
to carolm@scrs-ilc.org or
fax (562) 923-5274.
Opening is available imme-
diately.

EMPLOYMENT

BEAUTIFUL OFFICE
ON FLORENCE

On a 2nd. Floor over 3,000
sq. ft. available with nice
lobby entrance, 2 conference
rooms, kitchen and much
more... call for an appoint-
ment... Pat

(562) 806-4000

OFFICE FOR RENT

MOVING SALE
SAT. 12-3, 8 AM - 2 PM
Coffee & end tables, book-
cases, dishes & lots of misc.
11719 Samoline, Downey

FRI & SAT. 8 AM
Misc. & Xmas items.

8451 Luxor St. Downey

SAT. & SUN. 8AM - 4PM
Big, Big garage sale.

11442 Horton Ave., Downey

GARAGE SALE

PIANO LESSONS
Euro. - Amer. M.A. Degree
Call Elsa (562) 867-0203

LESSONS

PERSONAL ASSIS-
TANCE SERVICES/
OUTREACH COOR-
DINATOR POSITION

Southern California
Rehabilitaion Services
(SCRS) is seeking qualified
candidates for the position of
Personal Assistance Services/
Outreach Coordinator in
their Downey office. This is
a full time position, salary
plus benefits. Job description
at www.scrs-ilc.org Fax
cover letter and resume to
carolm@scrs-ilc.org or fax
(562) 923-5274. Opening is
available immediately.

EMPLOYMENT

TURN
THOSE

UNUSED
ITEMS
INTO

CASH!
OUR

DEADLINE
FOR

CLASSIFIEDS
IS

WED. 11 A.M.

Downey
Patriot
CLASSIFIEDS
(562) 904-3668

Visit us at
www.TheDowneyPatriot.com
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