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‘Horns-a-Plenty’
is symphony feature

By Joyce Sherwin
DOWNEY— “Horns-a-Plenty” is a great title for the next concert by

Downey’s Symphony Orchestra. The date is Saturday evening, March 25,
at 8 p.m., at the Downey Theater, on Firestone Boulevard at Brookshire
Avenue.

No less than four horns will be featured, four glorious, gleaming, can-
tankerous instruments that involve miles of brass tubing wound around
and around that you have to blow into just right.

Local talent
And Conductor Tom Osborn has four virtuoso horn players tackling

the job, the orchestra’s specialists, Mary Stupin, Jean Marinellii, Ronald
Applegate and Danielle Onlarza in a work by Robert Schumann.

The credentials for these performers include an impressive array of
accomplishments. They perform regularly in orchestras throughout
Southern California, They are studio musicians, they have recorded, they
have worked with many leading artists, both in classical and contemporary
music.

You will enjoy reading about them in the program notes.
Completing the program on the 25th are the Overture to Der Freischutz

by Weber, the Serenade for String by Dvorak, and Hungarian Dances 5
and 6 by Brahms. Mr. Osborn’s preview discussion will begin at 7:15.

In the Special Added Attractions Department are two items of interest.
The winner of last year’s Baton Auction, Pauline Hume, will not conduct
but will sing a variation on the usual theme; and after the concert all are
invited to an informal reception in the patio with punch and lots of deli-
cious cookies.

Tickets to all this are $20 and $25, with students $10. The theater box
office will be open Wednesday Afternoon, March 22, from noon to 4 p.n.
and on performance night. For information call (562) 403-2944.

Healing Field opens
in Downey April 19

DOWNEY—The Healing Field, a dramatic display of more than a
thousand American flags to symbolize the numerous deaths from child
abuse of children across the nation in the last year, will for the second year
be presented by the Exchange Club Family Support Center at East Middle
School (corner of Woodruff and Florence Aves.).

An additional 20 flags will be flown on the field to represent the chil-
dren who have died in Downey and  surrounding cities in the past five
years.

The tribute to America’s lost children, and what is in fact a jarring real-
ity check on the prevalence of child abuse in the United States, is sched-
uled in Downey from April 19 through April 22. April is Child Abuse
Prevention Month.

The Exchange Club Center welcomes volunteers as they play a huge
part in the four-day affair. At the same time, the Center encourages mem-
bers of the community to sponsor a flag and take a part of the Healing
Field home.

Opening ceremony is at 3 p.m. Wednesday, April 19. The field will be
open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. April 19-22, to allow everyone to experience
the Healing Field. Information booths will be open until 9 p.m.

At 3 p.m. Saturday, April 22, disassembly will begin, and flags may be
picked up between 2 and 5 p.m.

To volunteer/sponsor a Healing Field flag(s), contact the Exchange
Club Center, (562) 904-9590, or visit www.healingfield.org/downey.

Colorful Downey
Street Fair May 6

DOWNEY—The colorful Downey Street Fair complete with clowns,
cartoon personalities, vendors and fine food will be offered by the
Chamber of Commerce Saturday, May 6 on Brookshire Avenue between
Firestone and Civic Center Drive.

The day-long event is free.
Features of this year’s fair include an even bigger Food Court and Kids

Zone located in the south parking lot at Downey High School. More than
200 crafters and businesses will offer display and sales goods on
Brookshire, and a big stage at Firestone with offer continuous music with
belly dancers and characters wandering through the audience.

Meanwhile, at the north end, a fabulous expanded Car Show featuring
the Old Memories S.G.V. Car Club will offer prizes.

Sponsors of the annual event include Platinum Sponsor Colin Clarke
of Century 21 Jervis & Associates; Diamond Sponsor Downey Regional
Medical Center; Gold Sponsor CalMet Inc.; 1st Baptist Church of
Downey; Silver Sponsor Talbert Medical Group; and Bronze Sponsors All
American Home Center; CareMore; Downey Savings and Loan; Alon
Ofir, DDS; Pacific Western Bank; UPS Store and World of Decor.

The Chamber also wishes to thank the City which volunteers police,
fire and maintenance department hours to ensure the event’s success.

The event is free and the public invited to enjoy one of the communi-
ty’s finest outdoor shows.

DOWNEY CITY COUNCILMEMBER—David Gafin was among the
community leaders and DUSD administrators who visited Ward
Elementary recently to read to students and to celebrate Dr. Seuss’
birthday. Others included: DUSD board member Tod Corrin, DUSD
assistant superintendent Jerilyn King-Brown, DUSD’s Dr. Robert
Jagielski, Downey City Library Chief Librarian Thad Phillips, True
Lasting Connections Case Manager Luz Perez, Downey Police
Department’s Scott Loughner, and Mike Hollon, who represented
Assemblyman Hector De La Torre. Leading the welcome was Ward
principal Roxann Davis.

HORN SOLOISTS—-(From left), Horn soloists Mary Stupin, Jean
Marinelli, Ronald Applegate, and Danielle Undarza.

See COUNCIL, page 4

City moves to
limit mega-homes

By Henry Veneracion
DOWNEY—The City Council, after another public hearing on how to

control the ‘mansionization’ of one family homes, which are being bought,
then rebuilt to the maximum structure allowable under the present code—
usually a two story mega-giant with less than aesthetic appeal, has intro-
duced an ordinance aimed at ending the abuse.

The action wraps up more than a year of debate over how to control
the monster mansions, which have already destroyed the beauty and bal-
ance of neighborhoods both here and in other areas such as the San
Fernando Valley where residents have rallied to resist the mega-giants.

The cost of the new structures is made practical by the ownership by
several families which then share the property, often causing a communi-
ty problem in terms of parking.

The City hired an expert consultant, Mark Brodeur of Downey
Solutions to do a study. After lengthy public input at two public meetings,
he advised a revised ordinance that was hoped would settle such issues as
providing a grandfather clause on existing limits on footprints, whether to
consider garage areas and required parking areas as part of the ratio of first
floor to second floor area, and the like.

The public hearing Tuesday addressed these and related issues, and
resulted in a further finetuning of the proposed ordinance, with a deletion
of a word or two here and there, and otherwise sharpening definitions and
provisions such as: 

*The garage areas and required parking areas will form part of the
FAR (floor area) ratio, between the first and second floors; 

*The 0.65 and 0.70 FAR ratios will apply to R-1/5,000-8,500 sq. ft.
houses, and to more than R-1/10,000 sq. ft. houses, respectively:

*The ceiling height of houses will be maintained at 30’.
The majority of the some 17 citizens who spoke agreed that much

progress “in the right direction” has been accomplished in hammering out
the revised ordinance, and that given close application of future design
guidelines set by a designated Design Review Board—always striving to
maintain the distinctive “character and charm” of neighborhoods—the
outlook for Downey looks good. 

The proposed ordinance goes back to Council for adoption in the next
Council meeting.

In accordance with the State Environmental Quality Act, staff prepared
a declaration of negative environmental impact.

In other action at Tuesday’s meeting the Council:
*Acting as the Community Development Commission, authorized a

request for proposals for a new security service for City Parking Structure.
*Proclaimed March as Mental Retardation Awareness Month.
*Certified appointment to the newly-formed Art in Public Places

Advisory Committee of Vivian Dirkee, District 1; Katherine Bode,
District 2; Harold Tseklenis, District 3; Robert Goldstein, District 4; and
George Redfox, District 5.

*Presented a certificate of appointment naming Luis Marquez to the
Cable TV Advisory Committee, from District 1.

*Approved a cash contract for $41,921 for a storage tank -removal at
9255 Imperial Highway, and awarded the job to Jem Industries.

*Approved an agreement with Siemens Energy and Automation for the
development of advanced software for a traffic management system,
maintenance and support.

*Approved the Fourth Amended and Restated Joint Exercise of
Powers Agreement with the Southeast Los Angeles County Workforce
Investment Board.

*Referred to the Planning Commission initiation of a code amendment
to allow residential properties within the single family and two-family res-
idential zones that have an existing one-car garage to provide additional
off-street parking by increasing the allowable driveway width.

*Approved the purchase of new radios for the Fire Department ambu-
lance and appropriated $8,700 to pay for them.

See LOTTERY, page 4

FULL-SIZE AMERICAN FLAGS—Representing children who died
from child abuse across the nation in the last year, will again be flying
on the Healing Field at East Middle School April 19-22.

Scratching for a 
chance at millions

By Eric Pierce
DOWNEY – Jonathan Fox likes to scratch.
Ask him, he’ll admit it. Ever since he turned 18 three years ago, he’s

been a scratcher. It’s gotten to the point where he cannot go one day with-
out one good long scratch.

Aaaah!
But it’s not like it sounds. Jonathan plays the lottery, more specifical-

ly, the Scratchers. He doesn’t play for the “big one,” although that would
be nice, but smaller, more realistic payouts that help subsidize his salary
as a production designer for the Downey Patriot. And for the most part,
he’s done alright: he claims that in three years of legal gambling, he’s actu-
ally ahead.

But still, when he scraped at the Big Spin Scratcher last December and
learned he had won an opportunity to win up to $3 million on the Big Spin
television show, he was shocked. So shocked, he says, he managed to get
out only two words, none of which were suitable for this family newspa-
per.

Fox visited the Big Spin Show two weeks ago and while he didn’t
come away with the $3 million jackpot, he did win $2,000.

The show is set to air tomorrow, March 18, at 7 p.m. on Channel 9.
Fox bought his winning ticket shortly before Christmas at the Sunrise

Liquor store on the corner of Imperial Hwy. and Brookshire Ave. It was
part of his daily habit of buying one lottery ticket, usually a $1 ticket, but
sometimes a $5 Scratcher. On this day, he purchased a Big Spin ticket,
along with a Caprice fruit drink. (It was an unusually warm December, if
you can remember.)

The Big Spin Scratcher is played by scraping away at six potential
prizes. Match three like prizes, which range from $3 to a chance to go on
TV and become a multi-millionaire, and you win that prize. 

Fox stepped outside, grabbed a penny and got to scratching.
Scratch one: $10 (a decent start)
Scratch two: TV SHOW (now we’re talking)
Scratch three: $3 (things are not looking so good)
Scratch four: TV SHOW (this happens a lot, a tease like this)
Scratch five: $50 (at this point, Fox’s only chance of winning anything

is for the final prize to read “TV SHOW” but what are the chances of…
Scratch six: TV SHOW
Bingo! Fox was on his way towards 15 minutes of fame and possibly

a lot of money. Lots of thoughts went through his head; strangely, the
whole “mansionization” talk sweeping the city suddenly interested him.
He envisioned a new Dodge Magnum replacing his rickety Toyota Camry
and a new computer that didn’t come from a Dell outlet store. And the
video games. Oh, the video games! Fox was like a modern-day Charlie &
the Chocolate Factory.

But then Fox came back to reality. He knew the odds of hitting the
jackpot were slim; heck, all he had won was the chance for a chance at the



20th annual Amistad
Gala set for April 29

DOWNEY—The 20th annual Amistad Gala, a black-tie dinner affair
that benefits the outstanding programs and services of Rancho Los
Amigos National Rehabilitation Center, is scheduled for Saturday, April
29 at the Westin Long Beach Hotel. It’s presented by the Rancho Los
Amigos Foundation, the nonprofit, public benefit corporation that con-
ducts fundraising activities to support research, education, equipment, and
patient care at the world-renowned rehabilitation center.

Theme of the gala affair this year is “We’ve Only Just Begun.” The
more than 500 guests expected to attend the annual event include leaders
in healthcare, government, business and community. 

Those receiving the 2006 Amistad Award, Rancho’s highest honor,
include: community leader Charles Coniglio, who will receive the
Amistad Award for Individual Achievement; world-renowned physician
Salah Rubayi, M.D., who will receive the Amistad Lifetime Achievement
Award; Rancho volunteer and Amigos Fund president Richard Daggett,
who will receive the Amistad Friend Award; and AT&T, which will receive
the Amistad Community Service Award.

Previous Amistad honorees include: actress Betty White; Olympic
champion Rafer Johnson; civic leader James C. Hankla; the Port of Long
Beach; The Academy of Television Arts & Sciences; community leader
Carmen O. Perez; legendary physician Jacquelin Perry, M.D.; and Los
Angeles Supervisor Don Knabe, who will serve as master of ceremonies.
Each of the previous awardees will be recognized at the event in a special
20th Anniversary tribute.

The reception at 5:30 p.m. is followed at 7 p.m. by the dinner, program
and entertainment.

Bocce every Tuesday at Apollo Park
DOWNEY – Downey Bocce Club meets at Apollo Park for games on

Tuesdays at 9 a.m. Join the group by calling (714) 761-4439.

MEETING FOR BREAKFAST – Pro Networkers of Downey gather
every Friday morning at 7:30 a.m. at Mimi’s Cafe, Firestone and
Brookshire, to network and exchange business leads. Pictured (from
left) are members Harry Sacks of Pre-Paid Legal Services, Myra
Benjamin of Budget Blinds and Diane Ryan of South Gate Auto
Collision. For information on the group, call membership chairman
Joe Becker at 869-1414.

THEY’RE NUMBER 1 – The Infinity girls soccer team, featuring five
Downey girls, were honored with a trip to Sea World recently for win-
ning the 2006 California State Cup. The team will be entering the
Gold bracket of the upcoming season for girls under age 11. They have
also been invited to various top-level tournaments featuring teams
from throughout the United States. The Downey girls include Gaby
Arellano, Betty Gomez, Bianca Posada, Natalie Ramirez and Breanna
Velazquez. The team is coached by Nick Posada and Los Angeles City
College Coach Alex Carmago. The team practices at Los Angeles City
College and is looking to add four additional Downey girls. For more
information, e-mail CRSCAC@aol.com and reference GU11. The
team practices every Friday at 5:30 p.m. 

Luncheon to highlight
anti-gang activity 

DOWNEY—Gangs Out of Downey (GOOD), which has gained
national recognition for its determined efforts to combat gang activity in
the community of Downey, will hold its annual luncheon Wednesday,
April 12 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Rio Hondo Event Center, 10627
Old River School Rd., Downey.

The luncheon, which is attended by well over 400 community leaders
and supporters year after year, highlights the tremendous work being done
by this community-based organization. GOOD has received the
President’s “Points of Light” Award and the California Merit Award in
2002.

The special luncheon event costs $25 per person, or $250 for a table of
$10. In addition, sponsorships are available as follows: Platinum sponsor,
for a donation of $5,000 or more; Gold sponsor, $2,000-$4,999; Silver
sponsor, $1,000-$1,999; and Bronze sponsor, $500-$999. All proceeds are
used to fund anti-graffiti programs, programs for “at-risk” students, the
10/20 Club for gang suppression, camperships for troubled youth and the
Community Policing in the Schools Program. 

The Downey Police, City of Downey and the Downey Unified School
District are recipients of funds raised by GOOD. 

For more information/to make reservations, contact Brent Shubin, East
Middle School Principal/GOOD President at (562) 904-3586, ext. 4080;
Barbara Lamberth, CEO, Downey Federal Credit Union at (562) 862-
8141, ext. 223; or Stan Hanstad, Assistant Superintendent, Downey
Unified School District, at (562) 469-6541.



Philly’s Best ribbon cutting March 28
DOWNEY—The Downey Chamber of Commerce is assisting anoth-

er new business in Downey, Philly’s Best, formally open its doors
Tuesday, March 28 with a 1 p.m. grand opening/ribbon cutting ceremony.
Philly’s Best is located at 12008 Lakewood Blvd., at Downey Landing.  

Proprietor Nick Adams says all of Philly’s Best ingredients come
direct from Philadelphia from their signature Amoroso’s rolls and Dietz &
Watson meats, tasty ‘kakes,’ Frank’s & Hank’s Sodas and Pennsylvania
Dutch birch beer. This is Adams’ first business in Downey. For informa-
tion, call 923-2191.

Arc Walk slated 
for March 25

DOWNEY – The Arc Walk for Independence, the signature event for
Arc of Southeast Los Angeles County, will be held Saturday, March 25 at
Downey’s Stonewood Center near the Acapulco Restaurant.

Phillip Palmer of KABC-7 will be the master of ceremonies for this
year’s event, which drew over 2,000 supporters last year. The Warren High
School Marching Band and the Mayfair High School Jazz Band will also
be featured. Acapulco Restaurant will serve a free breakfast to all partici-
pants who participate in the walk.

The event includes two walking courses, a one-mile and three-mile
course. Registration fee is $10 and children under 10 are free. The walk
starts at 8 a.m. outside Acapulco Restaurant on Firestone Blvd. in
Downey.

Wescom Credit Union is this year’s Platinum/Host Sponsor with a gift
of over $7,000.

To register for the Walk, call 803-4606 or e-mail arckmac@aol.com
On-site registration will also be available.

MAUDE PRICE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL—Welcomed the Cat in
the Hat as it joined schools across the nation during Read Across
America Week Feb. 27-March 3 to celebrate reading as one of the
most important and life-enriching skills that students will ever learn.
Dr. Seuss storyteller assemblies and a Community Read-In were just
two of the many reading activities the students enjoyed during the
week.

Attempted robbery
thwarted, man shot

DOWNEY—One man was listed in serious condition from bullet
wounds suffered in an exchange of gunfire during an attempted robbery at
First Class Auto, 8856 Rosecrans Ave., and three others linked to the
holdup effort, that occurred about 11:28 a.m. Thursday, March 9 are being
sought.

Witnesses told police three males and a female entered the business.
One of the men, identified only as Salvador Ramos, approached a sales
clerk and brandished a gun. The clerk, fearing for his life, also produced a
gun and fired at the suspect. The store owner also produced a gun and
fired. A second suspect produced a handgun and began firing. The second
suspect and man and woman then exited the store and fled the scene in a
red pickup or SUV.

Ramos was found on the floor of the store suffering from multiple gun-
shot wounds and was listed in serious condition at a local hospital. He
faces charges of attempted murder. 

The other suspects are described as a male Hispanic 25-30 years of
age, 6 foot 3 inches, 230 pounds, wearing jeans, a pullover shirt and with
a large medical bandage on his neck. The female suspect is Hispanic, 24-
25, medium height and weight, wearing jeans and a sweater. The fourth
suspect is described only as a male Hispanic.

Anyone with information is urged to call Downey Police Detective
Steve Aubuchon at (562) 904-3361, or Detective Sam Garfied at (562)
904-2391.

Federal employees to meet at Furman
DOWNEY—The National Association of Active & Retired Federal

Employees (Southeast Chapter) will hold its monthly meeting at noon
Wednesday, March 22 at Furman Park (West Bldg.), 10419 S. Rives in
Downey. New members are welcome.

Chapter president Bob Knerr will lead a discussion on NARFE PAC
and Chapter recruitment. Coffee and cake will be served. For information,
call Knerr at (562) 943-5513.

Carnival this weekend at Good Shepherd
DOWNEY – Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is hosting a communi-

ty carnival beginning tonight, March 17, through this weekend. There will
be rides, games, food, prizes, vendor booths, entertainment, dance per-
formers, music and other fun available.

The carnival will be open tonight from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday
from noon to 10 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

The church is located at 13200 Clark Avenue, just north of Carpenter
School. For more information, call 803-4459.

Toastmasters Club to have open house
DOWNEY – Toastmasters Club 587 is holding an open house on

Tuesday, March 21 from 6-7:30 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Downey,
Room 116. For more information, call Rene Estrada at 949-5581.

PICTURED HERE ARE – Linda Haines, Development Services
Director, Jessica Flores, Economic Development Analyst and John
Godlowski, Downey’s new City Planner. Staff members of Downey’s
Planning and Development Dept. made an informative presentation at
a recent Citizens for Downey meeting. The group meets on the second
Wednesday of each month at 7 a.m. for breakfast at the Rio Hondo
Events Center. The public is welcome.



*Approved the permit allowing the Street Fair on May 6 on Brookshire
Avenue.

*Adopted a resolution approving the appointment of Richard Molinaro
to the Health and Environmental Sanitation District, from District 3.

*Introduced an ordinance approving the first amendment to the ground
lease between the City and Downey Landing.

*Introduced an ordinance amending Section 3188 of the Downey
Municipal Code regulating speed limit on Washburn and Regentview.

*Discussed the future of property of the South Campus of Rancho Los
Amigos which could become another Downey business center. It was
decided in the end to receive and file the report on future development
plans.

The next public meeting of the City Council will be at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 28, at City Hall, 11111 Brookshire Ave.

jackpot. All he was guaranteed was a visit to the Big Spin television show,
where he would compete against 10 other hopefuls in a game of Aces
High, a game of chance where only one player advances to spin the Wheel.

Still, the excitement was building. Fox called 30 family members that
day to spread the good news, including his mom, who works doing make-
up at Disneyland. Apparently, working at The Happiest Place on Earth
gave her a thick skin, because she didn’t believe him.

Fox enlisted his sister to fill out the submission form because he did-
n’t trust his own shaky handwriting and made a computer scan of his win-
ning ticket before shipping it off to lottery headquarters in Sacramento.

And then he waited. Approximately 10 weeks he waited, when he
received a telephone call informing him that he was to appear on TV on
Feb. 26. Filming was at KCET Studios in Hollywood.

Fox and his family spent the previous night at the Glendale Hilton,
courtesy of the California Lottery. The morning of the taping everybody
was bused to the studios and for the first time in a long time, Fox was
alone, taken to a small room where he was given game instructions and the
opportunity to compose his thoughts. 

This is when the nervousness set in, Fox admits. Even if he hit it big,
he promised himself, he wouldn’t quit his job – he enjoyed what he did too
much. (He would, however, take out a weekly full-page ad with his smil-
ing picture.) He also wouldn’t move. Why should he, when he’s happy liv-
ing at home with his family? And if he were to put $1 million into a sav-
ing account earning 4 percent interest, he could make $40,000 a year on
interest alone. Yes, he would be responsible with his money, if he only had
the chance to prove it…

But he never got that chance. After taking part in the highest-staking
card game he would probably ever be involved in, Fox had to settle for
$2,000. But in true-to-self fashion, he remained upbeat. After all, he says,
that’s $2,000 he didn’t have three months ago. 

And while that may not pay for a new Dodge Magnum, it was just
enough for a celebratory lunch with his family and a new transmission on
his rickety Toyota Camry. 

And, for Jonathan Fox, that was perfectly OK with him.
Watch Jonathan Fox on the Big Spin Saturday, March 18 at 7 p.m. on
Channel 9.

LOTTERY
Continued from page 1

LUCK COMES HIS WAY – Jonathan Fox was one of a lucky few to
participate on the Big Spin television show.

ENTERTAINING DONATION – The Rotary Club of Downey recent-
ly presented five TV’s, five DVD players and five Sony Playstations to
Los Padrinos Juvenile Hall in Downey. Pictured back row are Darren
Dunaway, Jorge Montero, Ernest Caldwell (10-20 Club) and Past
District Governor Bill Bowermaster. Front row are Rotary President
Carol Pearce and Los Padrinos Superintendent Reaver Bingham. For
information on joining Downey Rotary, call Pearce at (562) 622-1425.

Breakfast to honor distinctive women
DOWNEY—Soroptimist International of Downey are honoring the

following “Women of Distinction” at their breakfast at 7:30 a.m.
Thursday, March 23 at Rio Hondo Event Center: Joan Frey, Pauline
Hume, Cleo Latimer and Beverly Mathis. Also to be honored is Despina
Niapas, winner of the Violet Richardson Award.

Guest speaker is Betty Ferraro, former Downey Unified School
District Board Member.

For reservations, call 928-3826.

COUNCIL
Continued from page 1

Good Shepherd School open house
DOWNEY—The public is invited to an Open House and Science Fair

at Good Shepherd School, 13200 Clark Ave., Downey Tuesday, March 28
starting at 6 p.m.

A free hot dog dinner will be given, then a tour of the classrooms will
follow. Good Shepherd School is an educational ministry of Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church.

For more information, call 803-4918.

The poets’ corner
April

What a magical month—
Not just time on a calendar

But a time of surprises and pleasures,
Like turning a key and opening a door

To sunshine and showers
To rainbows and flowers

To fluffy white clouds
Slowly floating through the sky,

A time to love,
A time to plan.

It is a time to feel free and young again
Relate and cherish

Bluejays bathing in the fountain
Tulips swaying in the breeze

Warm sunshine and gentle showers
These are precious memories

Do not pass them by

Everything in life goes full circle,
How sad for those who have deceived.

The world was not made for taking,
It was made for giving.

Therapy for walking the last mile,
You know who you are, enjoy every step.

Believe in yourself and your spirit will soar.
—Janice Reed,

Downey

Zinberg to give talk 
on ‘Nifty after Fifty’

DOWNEY—Dr. Sheldon S. Zinberg, founder and chairman of
CareMore Medical Group and author of “Win in the Second Half: A Guide
to Better Aging and Fitness,” will give a humorous and educational lec-
ture, “Nifty After Fifty,” about the wonderful world of fitness and strength
therapy Monday, March 20 at the OASIS meeting held at Downey Adult
School, 12340 Woodruff Ave.    

A full course dinner ($3.50) is served at 5 p.m. after the program prop-
er at 4 p.m. The class opens for enrollment at 3 p.m., with Dr. Robert
Flynn providing piano entertainment. There is no enrollment fee and no
preregistration. For information, call DAS, 940-6200.

Native plant tour includes local garden
DOWNEY—The Downey native plant garden of Robert and

Catherine Waters has been selected for the third annual Theodore Payne
Foundation Native Plant Garden Tour, a two-day tour of over 30 Los
Angeles native plant gardens and landscapes which use no pesticides or
chemicals, and designed to save water and attract birds, butterflies and
insects.  

It takes place Saturday and Sunday, April 1 and 2, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Cost for the entire two-day garden tour is $10.

The Waters’ native plant garden is the only one on the tour selected
from this area of Los Angeles County.

Registration can be done online. Tour, registration and garden informa-
tion are online at www.theodorepayne.org or by calling the Foundation at
(818) 768-1802. 

Red Skelton tribute OASIS program
DOWNEY—Downey Adult School’s OASIS program at 4 p.m.

Monday, March 27 will be “A Tribute to Red Skelton.” Jim Jackson, who
has a background in puppetry, cartooning and stand-up comedy and is a
member of both the Screen Actors Guild and the American Federation of
Television and Radio Artists, portrays the great comedian. His presenta-
tions include stories, pantomimes, sight gags, jokes, and characters from
the life and experiences of Red Skelton, whose career spanned more than
70 years of dispensing wholesome laughter in vaudeville, radio, motion
pictures and television.

The class begins at 3 p.m. with Dr. Robert Flynn’s piano entertainment
and purchase of $3.50 dinner ticket. At 5 p.m., a healthful full-course din-
ner is served. Call 904-7215 for information. Downey Adult School is
located at 12340 Woodruff Ave., Downey.

MISS DOWNEY AND MISS TEEN DOWNEY -- Sharing what they
both called a wonderful experience are Miss Teen Downey 2005
Jacqueline Mejia (left) and Miss Downey 2005 Robyn Guggiana. The
2006 Court will be selected tomorrow, March 18, at the Downey
Theater.

T-ball sign-ups taken at Apollo Park
DOWNEY—T-ball sign-ups are being taken by the Downey Junior

Athletic Association at Apollo Park. Players must be currently enrolled in
kindergarten or first grade in a Downey school.

Deadline to register is April 1. For more information, call 861-3727.



SCAG presses priorities
with state legislators 

SACRAMENTO—Local elected leaders representing the six-county
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) region met
March 8 with state legislators to advocate for high priority Southern
California transportation improvements in the pending state infrastructure
bond measures. In addition to relieving congestion and improving air qual-
ity, the SCAG delegation argued that investments in the region’s infra-
structure would yield significant economic returns to the state in the short-
and long-term.

At the request of the state’s Business, Transportation and Housing
Department, SCAG submitted a consensus Goods Movement Plan last
year to help the state identify Southern California’s transportation and
infrastructure priorities. The state infrastructure bond measures are expect-
ed to reflect many of the priorities in this plan. SCAG presented seven
infrastructure priority issues to legislators:

1) Project Funding – Ensure the equitable distribution of highway and
transit funds, with priority given to projects providing environmental mit-
igation. Funding for goods movement should be assessed based on freight
volume and performance.

2) Expedited Project Delivery – Allow design-build and design-
sequencing with early assistance to promote private sector participation
and conduct environmental reviews.

3) Prop. 42 Funds – Ensure that gasoline tax revenues are fully protect-
ed behind a full firewall from diversions to non-transportation spending.

4) Financing Tools – Employ a business plan model to create trans-
portation systems and implement different financing schemes that pro-
mote public-private partnerships.

5) Transit/Rail – Provide funding for high-speed rail to connect region-
al airports and give priority to transit-oriented and mixed-use housing.

6) Housing – Provide priority funding to areas meeting fair share hous-
ing under the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) program,
allocate funds based on regional planning allocation formula and promote
20-year housing planning.

7) CEQA Efficiency – Promote and encourage implementation of
regional planning initiatives and protect open space and other environ-
mental resources.

“California’s economy is largely based on our ability to move goods,”
said Toni Young, Port Hueneme City Councilmember and President of
SCAG. “The state must support efforts to improve our transportation sys-
tems and infrastructure or our economy will come to a halt.” 

More than 40 percent of the nation’s trade volume uses Southern
California’s ports, but the current transportation infrastructure required to
deliver cargo is not adequate to handle anticipated trade growth without
increasing traffic congestion, air pollution and other detrimental impacts
on the local communities. Key transportation infrastructure investments
are needed to improve the state’s goods movement system or it may lose
billions of dollars in future economic growth. With federal funding at an
inadequate level to accommodate the region’s trade growth, state funding
in is a critical financing mechanism.

In addition to SCAG president Young, the SCAG Southern California
delegation included Calabasas Mayor Dennis Washburn; San Gabriel
Councilmember Harry Baldwin; SCAG Executive Director Mark Pisano;
David Ryu, staff for Los Angeles County Supervisor; and SCAG First
Vice President Yvonne B. Burke.

The group met with a number of the state legislators and transportation
leaders, including Sen. Alan Lowenthal, Chair, Transportation Committee,
and Assemblymember Betty Karnette, Transportation Committee member.

For more information about SCAG’s legislative program, call Don
Rhodes, Manager of Government Affairs, (213) 236-1840.

Senior Citizens Club
celebrates anniversary

DOWNEY – The Downey Senior Citizens Recreation Club will cele-
brate its golden anniversary on April 24 at Los Amigos Country Club.
Dancing will begin at 10 a.m. and lunch will be served at noon.

The club was formed on April 29, 1956, by a group of senior citizens
at Imperial Park. H.M. McGuckin was elected temporary chairman, who
appointed an officer nominating committee. A set of by-laws was soon
established and the club celebrated with an organized potluck dinner.

Since its beginning, the club has met weekly on Tuesday mornings at
9:30 a.m. at the Downey Community Center, 7810 Quill Drive. The 3
Notes, a live three-piece band, provides music to waltz, fox trot, polka and
line dance to. A short meeting is held at 11:15 a.m. followed by a light
lunch. A separate room is made available for seniors who wish to play
cards.

There is an admission fee of $2 per week and an initial membership fee
of $3 per person and $4 per year thereafter.

The club also gets together the third Saturday of each month for a
dance from 7:30 to 10 p.m., in addition to various planned trips.

For more information on joining the club, call Nadine Morris at 923-
9422.

Business guide on city’s website
DOWNEY – The City of Downey website, www.downeyca.org, offers

a step-by-step guide on starting a business in this city.
The guide provides general information, from choosing a name to spe-

cific required permits and licenses. The guide is free.

Letters to the Editor
To be commended
Dear Editor:

Downey Museum of Art (DMOA) Director Kate Davies is to be com-
mended for her adoption of “Green Design” for the envisioned Museum
and Center for Contemporary Art and Culture in Downey, and advocacy
of green design for museums. Every institutional and governmental build-
ing being designed or contemplated today must incorporate the use of
solar energy technology as a museum. So should responsible developers
of commercial and even residential buildings. It is not only the right thing
to do from ecological considerations but even more so for economic rea-
sons. Photovoltaic technology today has reached the point that it is eco-
nomically on lifecycle basis.

With the available state and federal incentives, not employing solar
energy technology is tantamount to wasting resources. Smart private
industry has recognized this and has taken advantage of it. Simply for eco-
nomic reasons, governmental, social and institutional entities would be
derelict if they did otherwise.
—Harold Tseklenis,
Downey

Borders a major gateway for terrorists 
Dear Editor: 

Much has been said about the need to control the illegal flow of
Mexicans across our borders, but the borders are also a major gateway to
terrorists.

Law enforcement officials captured 49,545 non-Mexican illegal aliens
in 2003, and in 2005 they apprehended 155,000, more than three times as
many. In 1999, an alert customs officer arrested Ahmed Ressam as he was
entering Port Angeles with plans to attack L.A.X. The Canadian border
poses an even greater threat—it is estimated that there are 50 known ter-
rorist organizations who have cells in Canada, and we are reminded that
14 terrorists crossed from Canada into the U.S., and hijacked 4 airplanes,
two of which crashed into two World Trade Center buildings, one crashed
into the Pentagon, and fortunately passengers on the fourth caused the
plane to crash in Pennsylvania. 

Unless we do something to control the borders now, 2006 may be a
year we experience terrorist suicide bombers that will kill thousands.
—James Hawkins,
Downey

Wingate Escrow plans ribbon cutting
DOWNEY—Wingate Escrow, with support from the Downey

Chamber of Commerce, will have its ribbon cutting/grand opening cere-
mony at 4 p.m. Thursday, March 23. The escrow company, Lucy Felix’s
first business in Downey, is located at 11455 Paramount Blvd., Suite J.
Felix says Wingate Escrow’s specific focus will be customer service, even
as it provides “the highest quality of great teamwork, professionalism,
quick turn around time and reasonable escrow fees.”

For information, call (562) 923-2191.

Stroke Support Group meeting at DRMC
DOWNEY—Downey Regional Medical Center (DRMC), 11500

Brookshire Ave., welcomes stroke survivors and caregivers to its monthly
Stroke Support Group meeting Tuesday, March 21 from 6:30-8 p.m. To
register, call Joanne at the Stroke Hotline, (562) 904-5162.

Students allowed to 
apply at school of choice

DOWNEY—The Downey Unified School District will be conducting
its annual School of Choice open enrollment during the month of April for
the 2006-2007 school year. Downey students wishing to attend a Downey
school out of their attendance area may apply during the month of April
only. 

Students may pick up an application beginning April 3 at any Downey
school or at the Downey Unified School District Office during the open
enrollment period. 

It is recommended that new students, including Kindergarten students
entering a Downey school for the first time and wishing to apply for
school of choice, should also register at the school in their assigned atten-
dance area. This will guarantee registration in the District for the new
school year.

Applications must be submitted to the Downey School District Office
by the closing deadline of April 28 at 4 p.m. Applications are not
processed on a first come first served basis. A random, unbiased lottery
will be held to place students on a School of Choice waiting list for the
2006-2007 school year. Schools may accept students from the established
waiting lists according to priority, but only if space is available.

Call the Office of Pupil Services at 469-6554 with questions.

Caregivers’ resources shared at church
DOWNEY—A Los Angeles Caregiver Resource Center (LACRC)

representative will give a free presentation at 7 p.m. Monday, March 27 at
Downey First Christian Church, sharing information about community
resources on all aspects of caregiving. This will include the following:

*Providing an overview of what, where, and how you may be able to
access community resources available;

*Explaining how to assess your needs and personal situation;
*Describing the community care options available, including informa-

tion and referral, adult day care, case management, transportation servic-
es, nutrition programs, home care, support groups, and other options.

It is estimated that nearly one out of every four U.S. households is
involved in care to persons aged 50 or over, and that 85 percent of all
home care is provided by family members and friends.

LACRC provides information and community resources on all aspects
of caregiving. They provide fact sheets and articles on caregiving issues,
provide referrals to existing support groups and assist in establishing new
groups, provide assistance for caregivers in resolving current caregiving
issues and planning for immediate long-term care, as well as innovative
educational programs teaching caregivers the skills they need to take care
of themselves and to feel more confident in the care they provide.

For information/reservations, call First Christian Church, 862-2438, or
visit www.newstreetchurch.com.

Labor and employment laws discussed
DOWNEY—The Rise ‘N Shine Networking Group’s meeting

Tuesday, March 28 at 7:30 a.m. at Nordic Fox, 10924 Paramount Blvd.,
will have Jonathan A. Goldstein of Goldstein & Petito as guest speaker. 
Goldstein’s topic is “Labor and Employment Law.” 

The meeting provides an occasion for Downey Chamber of Commerce
members to promote their products/services among themselves. RSVP:
(562) 923-2191.
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Pianist Felix Tao Chang
in CSULB recital tonight 

LONG BEACH—CSU-Long Beach is presenting a guest artist recital
at 8 p.m. tonight, March 17 in the Gerald R. Daniel Recital Hall, featuring
pianist Felix Tao Chang, the first Asian to win the Vianna de Motta
International Piano Competition (in July, 1997) and who was awarded a
special prize for the best performance of a Chopin Nocturne. The program
will include masterworks by romantic composers Busoni, Chopin, and
Schumann. 

Chang, who also became the first winner of the J. N. Hummel Piano
Competition in the Slovak Republic in 1996, has performed numerous
solo and chamber recitals in London, Paris, Toulouse, Vienna, Budapest,
Penang, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, Singapore, the Slovak Republic, the
Czech Republic, Brazil, Portugal, as well as the United States. In the fall
of 1998, he played three debut recitals, at Carnegie Hall in New York,
Wigmore Hall in London, and at the Salle Pleyel in Paris. Upcoming
engagements include a concert celebrating Mozart’s 250th birthday featur-
ing his Piano Concertos, with the Hong Kong Sinfonietta, as well as mas-
ter classes in Hong Kong, Macau, and Singapore.

Chang began to study piano at the age of nine. From 1988 to 1992,
he studied at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts under the
tutelage of Gabriel Kwok and received his Advanced Diploma in piano
performance with high distinction. He furthered his study with
Distinguished Professor Sequeira Costa at the University of Kansas and
where he received his Doctoral degree in piano performance. Chang is
a recipient as well of several scholarships and other distinctions. His
first debut CD on the VMF label, “Tao Chang in Concert,” was released
in 1999.

For information, call (562) 985-7000, or access www.csulb.edu/music.

PIANIST FELIX TAO CHANG—Vianna da Motta grand prize win-
ner, in recital tonight at Cal State Long Beach.

‘Move Over, Mrs. Markham’ presented
LONG BEACH—The Long Beach Playhouse, 5021 East Anaheim St.

in Long Beach, will present “Move Over, Mrs. Markham,” a farce by Ray
Clooney and John Chapman, March 31-May 6 at its Mainstage Theater.

Three clandestine meetings are arranged at the same time and place—
Mrs. Markham’s apartment! The Markhams plan an evening out and each
secretly plans to allow the apartment to be used by a friend for an illicit
affair. Their plans become a mixed-up mismatch and the Markhams end
up suspecting each other of being the unfaithful ones. 

Ticket prices are $20, $18 for seniors and are available by calling the
box office at (562) 494-1014, or online at www.lbph.com.

Live performances at Nordic Fox
DOWNEY—Guitarist Rob Syphax performs hits of the 60’s and 70’s

every Sunday at Nordic Fox restaurant. For reservations, call 869-1414.

Looking for Miss Downeys
DOWNEY—The Downey Rose Float Association is looking for for-

mer Miss Teen Downeys, Miss Downeys and former members of the
courts for a reunion prior to the Miss Downey/Miss Teen Downey Pageant
scheduled on Saturday, March 18.

If you are a former title holder, or if you know how the Association can
get hold of former Miss Downeys or members of their courts, you are
urged to call Julie Swender at (562) 833-3000 or Carrie Redfox at (562)
869-3698.

Tickets for tomorrow’s show are still available for $20 and may be pur-
chased at the Downey Theater box office.

For classified advertising . 904-3668



Catered Shabbat dinner at Temple
DOWNEY—Temple Ner Tamid of Downey, 10629 Lakewood Blvd.

in Downey, will have a catered Shabbat Dinner (a complete dinner with
soup, entree, veggies, salad, choice of dressing, rolls, and beverages) on
Friday evening, March 24 at 6 p.m.

Services will follow at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, conducted by
Student Rabbi Bryna Milkow, Cantorial Intern Ellen Jaffe-Gill, and
Norberto Guinaldo at the organ.

Prepaid reservations are a must. There is a donation of $11 per person
for the dinner; the community is welcome. RSVP by March 20.

For information/reservations, call the Temple office at 861-9276.

FRANZ ANTON RICHARD SEIFERT—A Warren High and CSU-
Fullerton grad, died on his 40th birthday, March 2, while snowboard-
ing. He will be remembered at a memorial mass Saturday, March 25
at 10 a.m. at St. Raymond’s Catholic Church, Downey.

Memorial mass 
for Franz Seifert

DOWNEY—A Memorial Mass will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday,
March 25 at St. Raymond’s Catholic Church, 12348 Paramount Blvd. in
Downey, for Franz Anton Richard Seifert, who was born March 2, 1966 in
Huntington Park and passed away, also on March 2, while pursuing one of
his many passions, snowboarding. He was 40. The celebration of the mass
will be done by family friend Monsignor Helmut Hefner. 

He graduated from Warren High School in 1984 and from CSU-
Fullerton in 1989, where he was a member of the Omega Pi Lambda fra-
ternity, with a degree in business administration. He had many affiliations,
including his business 24 Karat Sound, the American Disc Jockey
Association, the North Tahoe Firefighters Association, his time spent as a
teacher of computer science at North Lake Tahoe High School, his mem-
bership in a local Subaru club, and many years as HAM radio operator.

He is survived by wife Kimberly and daughter Amber Seifert of
Reno, NV; parents Franz and Maria Seifert; sister and brother-in-law
Ingrid and Bob Johnson, nephews Mitchell, Gregory, Kevin and Scott
Johnson; sister and brother-in-law Mary and David Lubetski, niece
Layne Lubetski, nephew Mark Lubetski, and great nephew Justin
Lubetski, all of Downey.

Dorothy L. Ervin 
survived by many

DOWNEY—A Memorial Service officiated by Fr. Vivian Ben Lima
was held March 15 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help for Dorothy L. Ervin, a
56-year resident of Downey who was born in Pennsylvania and passed
away at Southland Home on March 1. She was 89.

She was employed by Sav-on Drug Store and was a member of the
Mother Setton Mission Circle, Sister Theresa of the Little Flower, and
Meals on Wheels.

She is survived by daughters Bev Spalsbury, Frances Yzabal, Gail
Floyd, and Teri Lindstrom; sister Caroline M. Mackay; 10 grandchildren;
and 13 great grandchildren.

Miller-Mies Mortuary handled arrangements.

Class on  self-massage taught March 19
DOWNEY—The Downey Church for Spiritual Enrichment, 1000

Paramount Blvd., Downey, is sponsoring a class on self-massage and
grounding Sunday, March 19 from 1-4 p.m. It will be presented by Sophia
Grace Torres, MA, licensed therapist. 

Tickets are $25 at the door. Call Yvonne at 928-0469 for more infor-
mation.



Downey Police and Fire bowling party
DOWNEY—The Downey Police and Fire Foundation invites the pub-

lic as it hosts the annual Bowling Party fundraiser Sunday, March 26 at
Del Rio Lanes, 7502 Florence Ave.

The foundation was founded for the protection of Downey police offi-
cers and firefighters injured in the line of duty. The foundation is also
available to extend assistance to families and contract employees. Through
employee contributions and civic donations the foundation awards schol-
arships to family members.

The $20 adult and $15 donation will provide two games of bowling,
shoes, pizza, and soft drinks. The party starts at 2 p.m. and runs until 4
p.m.   

For information, contact the Downey Fire Department at 904-7350.

PIH Auxiliary celebrates 50th year
WHITTIER—Members of the Presbyterian Intercommunity Hospital

(PIH) Auxiliary will celebrate the group’s 50th anniversary on Sunday,
March 19 with a High Tea to be held from 2-4 p.m. at the Patricia L.
Scheifly Breast Health Center on the hospital grounds.

The program includes tributes to the Auxiliary’s “vision and dedication
to support Presbyterian Intercommunity Hospital in its mission of provid-
ing high-quality health care to Whittier and surrounding communities.”

The PIH Auxiliary began in 1956 when a group of women from the
community came together to form a fundraising arm for a new hospital for
the city of Whittier. PIH opened its doors to patients three years later,
thanks in part to the efforts of the volunteer group whose membership in
the meantime had swelled. 

For information, call (562) 698-0811, ext. 2000.

PIH AUXILIARY CHARTER MEMBERS—Are shown at one of the
early teas. The tea set shown in this photo will be on display at
Sunday’s 50th anniversary celebration. It was donated to the group in
1956. 

Musical entertainment
at Songfest tomorrow

DOWNEY—The 14th annual Interfaith, Multi-cultural Songfest
sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held
Saturday, March 18 at the church’s south Downey facility at 12425
Orizaba Ave. (bet. Downey Ave. and Paramount Blvd. and immediately
north of Imperial Elementary School). Prelude music will begin at 6:45
p.m., and the nine-act program of religious music will begin at 7 p.m.

Admission and parking are free.
“It is our pleasure to again offer an evening of music and togetherness

to the people of Downey and neighboring communities,” said Lois
Buchanan, Community Relations Director for the Downey Stake of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and coordinator of the event.
“It is also a great opportunity to meet as friends from various religions
and from different cultures to promote understanding and friendships.
May we continue to build upon the love and respect for one another
throughout our communities. Everyone is invited to this free evening of
musical harmony.”

For information, call (562) 861-8450.

Bernabe awards ceremony tonight
DOWNEY—Bernabe Community Center, 10801 Fairford Ave., is

having an Awards Evening tonight, March 17, at 7 p.m. to celebrate the
completion of its basketball season. All players will receive a trophy. For
information, call 863-1899.

Genealogical group meets March 19
LONG BEACH—The Questing Heirs Genealogical Society of Long

Beach conducts its monthly meeting at 1:15 p.m. Sunday, March 19 in the
Parish Hall of the Resurrection Lutheran Church, cor. Cherry and Carson
Streets. Speaker at 2:30 p.m. is Allan Jones, on “Evaluating Your Family
History Evidence.”

THIS GROUP OF LADIES – Are past presidents of the Woman’s
Guild at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church. A St. Patrick’s Day
Luncheon was held in their honor at the Rio Hondo Events Center
this month.



Spring Vacation Day
Camp set April 17-21

DOWNEY—The City of Downey Community Services Department is
offering a Spring Vacation Day Camp for children ages 6-14 from April
17-21 at Wilderness Park, 19999 Little Lake Road.

The camp offers children the opportunity to meet new friends, build
strong bodies and learn new activities while parents can feel comfortable
their children are at a safe place to play. Camp will be conducted by
trained personnel and the fee of $75 includes materials, supplies, a daily
lunch beverage and an excursion. Campers must bring their own sack
lunch daily.

The fee is $70 for an additional family member and extended care (7
a.m. to 9:30 a.m.) and/or 3:30m p.m. to 6 p.m. is $35 for one child and $30
for each additional child.

Camp runs from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For information and registra-
tion call (562) 904-7238.

YMCA Easter trip to Lake Mohave
DOWNEY—The Downey Family YMCA is offering their annual

Easter caravan to Lake Mohave and the Colorado River April 16-22. The
trip is open to boys in grades 6-9.

For more information, call 862-4201 ext. 1740.
ANA DECHACON – A new agent with Century 21 My Real Estate, is
currently in college studying business.  “We are always happy to wel-
come a dynamic professional to the team,” said Angie Pierce, general
manager. To contact Dechacon, call (562) 927-2626.

‘Quality of Light’ opens at Playhouse
LONG BEACH—The Long Beach Playhouse Studio Theatre, 5021

East Anaheim St. in Long Beach, opens its 40th season with the world pre-
miere of “The Quality of Light” by Richard Martin Hirsch. 

Told through the eyes and art of an ancient painter, Esme, it is the story
of Claire, a divorced American woman who comes to St. Paul de Vence to
find solace in the aftermath of the death of her teenaged son. During her
stay she chances to meet Jack, a man 10 years her junior, with whom she
spends an intensely emotional, sometimes comical, 48 hours.

For tickets/information, call (562) 494-1014 or visit www.lbph.com.

Model A lovers meet at Gallatin
DOWNEY – The Downey Model A Club gathers at the Gallatin

School cafeteria the second Wednesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. For
more information, call 928-4132.

Seniors hope to push
Downey over the hump

Downey baseball preview
By Scott Cobos

DOWNEY – Downey Vikings baseball looks to improve from their
third place finish in last year’s San Gabriel Valley League standings, fin-
ishing the year 10-5, 16-11 overall, just one game back from their arch
rivals Warren High School.

The Vikings’ record did get them into the CIF playoffs as a number
three seed.  They lost in the first round to La Quinta in a heart breaking 1-
0 loss.  

With 12 seniors on the team, they look to jump up and over the Warren
Bears and hopefully give last year’s champion, Gahr High School, a run
for the top spot in the highly competitive league.

So far this year, the Vikings have a record of 4-3 after playing in the
Loara Tournament.  They beat Artesia twice and Katella and El Modena
once a piece.

Their offense is being led by senior John Ortega who is atop the lead-
ers in all offensive categories hitting .364 with one homerun and four runs
batted in.

Ortega is also among the team leaders in ERA allowing 1.75 runs a
game.  Senior Jamil Acosta is leading the team in pitching with an ERA of
1.08.  He has pitched 13 innings and has stuck out 15 of the 54 batters he
has faced this year.

The Vikings open up their SGVL schedule at Gahr today.  Game time
is 3 p.m.  Vikings coach Jess Gonzalez was unavailable for comment. 

Downey High School Baseball
2006 Schedule

March 17 at Gahr
18 at Redondo Tournament
21 at Warren
24 Paramount
28 Lynwood
31 at Dominguez

April 4 Gahr
7 at Gahr
11 Warren
13 at Downey
25 at Paramount
28 Paramount

May 2 at Lynwood
5 Lynwood
9 Dominguez
11 at Dominguez

All games 3 p.m., except tournaments (TBA)

Great Western Tours includes Nevada trip
DOWNEY—On the current Great Western Tours schedule sponsored

by Downey Adult School is an extended tour of Las Vegas and Lake Mead
Tuesday-Thursday, April 18-20, which will take tour passengers to a
springtime Lake Mead Cruise aboard the Desert Princess (the pride of the
Lake Mead Cruise fleet), taking the group right along the top of Hoover
Dam, topped off by a visit to the Boulder City/Hoover Dam Museum,
located in the historic Boulder Dam Hotel. 

Hotel accommodations are at the Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino.
The three-day, two-night ($209 double per person/$269 single) Nevada

tour includes: transportation, two-nights hotel accommodations, one
breakfast buffet, welcome cocktail, Lake Mead cruise with boxed lunch,
self-guided tour of Hoover Dam, admission to Boulder/Hoover Dam
Museum, driver’s gratuity, tax, and baggage handling.  

Call 940-6213 to sign up.



By Bert Sandman,
Chair, California Contractors State License Board

Q: I am considering hiring a contractor who told me he is “self-
insured” for general liability insurance. What does that mean, and is it
safe to hire him? 

A: If a contractor is “self-insured” he or she has made a decision to be
responsible for losses normally covered by insurance. Before hiring, ask
yourself “if something went wrong, would this contractor be able to cover
the costs?” If the answer is “no,” then find a contractor with general lia-
bility insurance through an established company. While licensed contrac-
tors are not required to carry general liability insurance they must include
information in your written contract about whether or not they carry gen-
eral liability insurance and that it will protect against third-party bodily
injury and property damage.

If uninsured the contractor should be able to explain how they could
cover losses that would ordinarily be covered by insurance. Because the
CSLB recommends contractors have general liability insurance, most
carry it. But, if your contractor damages your property and doesn’t carry
general liability insurance you or your insurance policy could end up pay-
ing for damages. Be sure to visit the CSLB website at www.cslb.ca.gov to
check the license of a contractor before signing any contract.

Q: I have identified asbestos in my home. It’s an older home, so I am
not surprised, but I need to get it removed. Where do I start?

A: Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral fiber that has been used
extensively in construction and many other industries. Nearly every build-
ing contains asbestos in some form. It has been widely used because of its
special properties. For example, asbestos is very resistant to destruction by
heat or chemicals, and its fibers are extremely durable. These characteris-
tics led to its use in wall insulation; paint; sprayed- or troweled-on surfac-
ing materials; ceiling and flooring materials; pipe, boiler, and duct insula-
tions; cement filler; and a variety of other products.

Because asbestos is a health hazard, it is important to carefully select
a licensed contractor to remove it. Before choosing a contractor, get bids
from at least three licensed contractors to perform the job. Request work
plans detailing the schedule each would follow while performing the
work. Then, visit the CSLB website to confirm the contractor has a certi-
fication to remove asbestos. 

Next, make sure the contractor has all the appropriate tools, training,
and licensing and certification necessary to comply with the law and to
protect you from unnecessary exposure to asbestos fibers. Finally, call
Cal/OSHA to make sure the contractor has current registration as an
asbestos abatement contractor. Other important requirements your
asbestos removal contractor should meet include:

*Copies of notification materials for the EPA and Cal/OSHA
*Job site log-in sheets
*Monitoring reports for air and personnel 
*Accident reports
*Hauling and disposal information and permits
*A final air monitoring report
For more information on asbestos removal, download your free copy

of A Consumer Guide to Asbestos from the CSLB website at
www.csl.ca.gov. This useful publication outlines information about the
specialized skills and equipment required for the services of registered and
certified asbestos abatement contractors. 

Q: I know I am encouraged to verify a contractor’s license through the
CSLB before they start work on my house, but I am also interested in find-
ing out about suspensions or other legal actions taken against them. Are
they required to disclose this information to me, just as they do their
license status?

A: A contractor who has had his or her license suspended or revoked
due to disciplinary action two or more times within an eight-year period
must notify consumers prior to entering into a home improvement contract
for a residential property. This notice is required whether or not the revo-
cation or suspension was stayed. This notice must include information on
any citation, license suspension or license revocation during the last four
years, resulting from any violation by the contractor or legal action taken
against the contractor. Complaint information about a license is disclosed
after the complaint has been fully investigated and has been referred for
legal action.

Ask the
Contractors Board

 
 
 
 

JAMES HANNA – A new agent with Century 21 My Real Estate, has
served in the military and works with United Airlines. “James is
determined, motivated and committed to bringing professionalism
and excellent service to his clients,” stated Laurie Mac Isaac, vice-
president of marketing. To contact Hanna, call (562) 927-2626.

Genealogical Society meets March 18 
WHITTIER—The Whittier Area Genealogical Society (WAGS)

holds its monthly meeting at 1 p.m. Saturday, March 18 at the Whittier
Masonic Lodge, 7604 Greenleaf Ave. in Whittier.

Speaker will be Thelma Montgomery who will present “Write Your
Own Story.” She teaches a popular life writing class in the area.

Visitors are always welcome at these monthly meetings. For informa-
tion, call (562) 695-5431 or (626) 919-1713, or see http://www.cagen-
web.com/kr/wags.

L.B. Embroiderers meet March 24
LONG BEACH—The Long Beach Chapter of the Embroiderers’

Guild of America, Inc. meets Friday, March 24 at 11:30 a.m. at St. Gregory
Episcopal Church, 6201 East Willow St. in Long Beach, featuring a
demonstration by Chris Higgins. Social Hour begins at 10 a.m.

Guests are welcome (they are requested to pay a $2 donation) to these
monthly meetings, which are held every fourth Friday of the month. For
information, call up Vicki Young, (562) 421-6975.



SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, senior dis-
counts, differences, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

ARMAS PATCHING
Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas

(562) 923-8227

D&D FLOOR SERVICE
Experienced. Specializing in
refinishing & restoration of
hardwood flooring. Licensed,
bonded, & insured. Free esti-
mates. Lic#852346.

(562) 572-8397

HERBALIFE
For products or business.

(562) 760-9135

MACHADO
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Room additions, roofing,
kitchen and bath remodeling,
window replacement, paint.
Senior discount. Lic#574972

(562) 803-8630
(323) 294-8745

ACTION PAINTING &
CONSTRUCTION

Int. & ext. painting, stucco,
windows & remodeling.
Lic. 456722. Call Steve
Kennedy

(562) 928-7680

NEED A ROOFER
or a handyman? Call Felipe

(562) 861-2353 
(562) 714-7702

SERVICES

DRE APPROVED
REAL ESTATE

SCHOOL
Live sessions $199 reim-
bursed. Call Darlene

Century 21
My Real Estate Co.
(800) 641-2111 x 119

CLASSES

DOWNEY HOUSE
2 bed, 1 bath, new carpet, tile
& paint $1,250 + dep.

13614 Dempter Ave.
(562) 244-7038

2 BED HOUSE
Gar. + 2 parking spaces, laun-
dry hook-ups. $1,195 mo.

8706 1/2 Rose, Bellflower
(562) 867-4710

FOR RENT

OPEN HOUSE
SAT. & SUN. 1-5 PM

Pico Rivera, for only
$449,900, you can have this
fantastic 2 bed house with a
fireplace, encl. patio, huge
backyard on a huge corner
lot. Drive by 8461 Maxine
St., off Rosemead &
Telegraph. This will sell fast!!
You snoze you’ll lose. This is
an exclusive RE/MAX All
Stars Listing. Call Gene &
Maria for private showing.

(562) 884-1089
(714) 679-4845

HOMES FOR SALE

TANNING &
NAIL SALON

5 bed and 1 stand-up speed
bed. All equipment included.
In business 14 years same
location. Owner retiring.
Large customer base.

(562) 923-2077

BUSINESS FOR SALE
DELIVERY DRIVER

WANTED
F-T position, must be 18 or
older. Call Palardy & Miller
Paint Co., Downey.

(562) 861-1257

EMPLOYMENT

SAT. 3-18, 7AM - NOON
Childrens items, microwave,
sports cards, lots of misc.
Across from Warren High

11719 Samoline Ave.

GARAGE SALE

1 BED &
LARGE 2 BED APT.

Secured, cable ready,
Barbecues, near freeways.

(562) 861-7457

ONE BED APT.
Refurbished, secure, close in.

(562) 861-8615

DOWNEY ISLAND
3 bed, 2 bath, lg. den, stove,
refrig., laundry hk.-up, fenced
yd. No Section 8, $2,000 +
dep. grdnr. incl.

(562) 413-2395

DOWNEY 1 BED
9448 Nance #7A, all utili-
ties pd., stove & frige
$825. Call Jim

(562) 803-1467

1 BED HOUSE
16110 1/4 Cornuta,
Bellflower. Carport, stor-
age shed, new carpet,
stove & frige, laundry
hook-ups $895.

(562) 867-4710

FOR RENT

CARPET, LINO.
& LAMINATE

Serving Downey since 1968.
12142 Woodruff Ave.
LIC#   421455. Call Kent

(562) 776-9933

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel
home and office, service
upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE
NO OBLIGATION ESTI-
MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

CUSTOM
AIRBRUSHING

Sports/motorcycle helments,
T-shirts, cars & motorcycles.
Call Narciso

Studio (562) 861-7821
Cell (562) 787-5894

CARPET 4 U
Carpet & vinyl, free in home
estimate. Sale 70% off all
floor rugs.

(562) 866-2195
Showroom at

9303 Alondra, Bellflower

SERVICES

OFFICE HELP
And ability to travel to hair
shows.

(562) 903-1063
Fax: (562) 903-1064

ADMIN. ASSISTANT
BA, F/T entry level position
w/general office & admin
skills some traveling to
Beauty trade shows may be
required.

Fax resume to
(562) 903-1064
or Call Tamara
(562) 903-1063

WANTED: 7 PEOPLE
Work full/part time, Make
good residual income.
Excellent home-based busi-
ness. Call Lynn for an inter-
view to see if you qualify.

(562) 291-0512

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Needs Janitor/maintinance.

(562) 861-4419

JUNIOR ESCROW
OFFICER NEEDED

For full service escrow Co.
Call (562) 904-3151

LEGAL ASST./SEC.
Bilingual a must, for
Downey Law office.

(562) 904-2622
Fax Resume (562) 904-2688

EMPLOYMENT

Visit us @
www.TheDowneyPatriot.com

E-mail us at
downeypatriot@yahoo.com
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