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‘Don’t cry because it’s over;
smile because it happened.’

By Angela Guastella,
5th grade, Rio San Gabriel Elementary

This maxim is pretty big in my life because many people have been
passing away recently. It’s very hard to lose someone that you love, but
you have to remember any good times that you had with them.

For instance, not long ago my Great Uncle Phil and my Great Aunt
Katie passed away. I only saw them once that I can remember, and I will
always remember that day, and how much fun we had.

Also, bout three years ago, my Grandpa Pete died. He was the best
grandfather ever! He was funny, smart, loving, caring, talented, and had
many more values. When he passed away, my family and I were so upset.
But now we remember all the good time that we shared with hi.

Situations like mine are hard to get through. But if you remember the
great times you shared with the person or people, it could be a lot easier. I
know it worked for me! Don’t cry because it’s over; smile because it hap-
pened.

This is the third in a series of winning student essays from each of the
Downey Unified School District schools on the theme, “Character
Counts.” Set as a board goal last year, Character Education is being
emphasized more in the schools so as, in the words of DUSD director of
secondary education Dr. Sara Cairns, to “build a culture in DUSD and the
city that good character is important,…whether you’re a student, parent
or community member.”

Character Counts Series

See LEARNING CENTER, page 5

See SCHOOL BOARD, page 5

Tinkering needed on
Learning Center costing 

By Henry Veneracion
DOWNEY—The submitted cost estimate of $6.1 million for the

planned construction of the Columbia Memorial Space Science Learning
Center was put under a microscope by the City Council in a study session
prior to the regular  Council meeting Tuesday, against allocated funds of
only $4.9 million. 

A reserve fund of $5.9 million was originally set aside for the purpose,
the amount having been realized from proceeds of the sale of the former
NASA site property to the Downey Landing developers, but an “unfore-
seen” expense of $1 million for soil remediation at the site had to be made.
In any case, the City Council enjoined the parties concerned in these budg-
et studies to come up with a revised cost estimate within 60 days.

The Learning Center, when completed, as outlined by Mayor Meredith
Perkins, will have 1) a display lobby honoring the memory of astronauts,
etc.; 2) a research center; 3) a community learning center; 4) a robotics
laboratory; and 5) two groups of Discovery exhibits, featuring such items
as a gravity scale, flight simulation sets, and mechanisms to design/test a
space capsule and launch a rocket into space, etc. It will be housed in an
18,500 square foot building (scaled down from 20,000 ft. for cost purpos-
es) on two stories. The planned NASA park also underwent scrutiny. The
original construction cost estimate from NUVIS, a landscape architectur-
al planning firm, of $4.8 million had already been pared down to $2.9 mil-
lion at the city’s request. This includes four sports fields, site work, site
amenities, including concrete work, backstop fencing; prefabricated rest-
room building, site furniture, irrigation system, and planting, including

School Board thanks
to district donors

DOWNEY—-The Board of the Downey Unified School District
expressed thanks to the many donors from the private sector of gifts to the
District at Tuesday’s regular Board meeting.

These include a cash donation of $3,500 for field trips by students at
Lewis Elementary, from the Lewis PTA; a cash donation of $1,000 to help
support the TLC Center from the Ward Elementary PTA; a cash donation
of $5,000 for field trips by Williams Elementary students from the
Williams PTA; a cash donation of $1,779 for school supplies at Williams
from Washington Mutual: and many smaller but no less appreciated gifts.

In other action at Tuesday’s regular Board meeting, the Board:
*Ratified payment of fees for Conference attendance.
*Ratified a general agreement with Maxim Staffing Solutions for the

2005-06 fiscal year effective retroactive to July 1, 2005 through June 30,
2006.

*Ratified a general agreement with First Steps for Kids, Inc. for fiscal
year 2005-06 retroactive to Feb. 7, 2006.

*Ratified payments for several special education placements.
*Ratified the settlement of a mediation agreement for $5,000.
*Ratified purchasing orders per board policy prepared by the

Purchasing Department.
*Ratified payroll orders for hourly, overtime, civic Center work by

classified personnel, Adult School, and Food Services for the month of
February.

*Approved an agreement between the Adult School Career Education
Center and I-Train for classroom training through the Adult School
Licensed Vocational Nurse program.

Two Downey schools
outstanding on API

DOWNEY—-On March 22, the California Department of Education
released the 2005 Academic Performance Report that included statewide
ranking and similar school ranking for District schools. Two Downey
schools, Price and Rio San Gabriel Elementary, scored in the 800 range to
earn top rankings in API comparisons with other schools in the State.

Price, with a score of 811, will receive State recognition in May as a
Title I Academic Achievement Award school. Price was ranked above
average (score of 8 out of 10) in the statewide comparison and received an
excellent rank (score 10 out of 10) when compared with schools with sim-
ilar socioeconomic demographics. Rio San Gabriel scored 807 and was
ranked at eight for state comparison and eight for similar schools.

Doty proud of schools
Superintendent Dr. Wendy Doty proudly stated that this is their third

consecutive year Price has received Title I Academic Achievement
Awards. Price earned the recognition by doubling their AYP growth targets
for all subgroups two years in a row and exceeded the API expected
growth target set by the state. Principal Janice Hobson said, “We are
absolutely thrilled to be receiving this honor!”

Downey schools continue to make sustained academic growth. In
Downey Unified 84 percent of schools ranked at or above the top half of
rankings statewide, and almost half earned above average status in similar
school rankings. Assistant Superintendent Jerilyn King-Brown comment-
ed, “Our teachers and students are working hard across the District to
improve test scores. Many programs have been put in place to provide a
learning environment where all students may experience success and
achieve. Our sustained efforts are making a difference.”

API Base Scores—The API scores are calculated using the combined
results of the California Content Standards Tests, California Achievement
Test (CAT/6), The High School Exit Exam, and the California Alternate
Performance Assessment (CAPA) for students with significant cognitive
disabilities. The API ranges from 200 (low) to 1,000 (high). A comparison
of the API scores for Downey schools, 2002 to 2005, revealed a growth
range of 17-75 API points.

Statewide Ranks—Each year, schools are divided into groups of 10
based on performance. This is calculated based on the individual school’s
rate of improvement on the previous year’s score as well as the perform-
ance of the other schools with which it is compared. In the Downey
Unified School District 84 percent of schools ranked at or above the top
half of rankings statewide.

Similar School Ranks—-The similar school rank is provided so that
schools may compare their academic achievement against other schools
with similar demographics, socioeconomic status, and parent education
level. In the Downey Unified School District, 79 percent of schools ranked
above average in comparison with similar schools.

DUSD spokesmen said in conclusion, all Downey schools are demon-
strating sustained growth and the majority of schools are above average
when compared with similar schools.

DUSD will continue to demonstrate these efforts plus remedial assis-
tance to students, focus on curriculum alignment, and staff development
aimed at student achievement.

See TEACHERS, page 4

Masons honor
four teachers

By John Adams
DOWNEY—The Masonic Lodge of Downey formally honored four

“Teachers of the Year” in an annual presentation at the regular School
Board meeting Tuesday, April 11.

The honorees selected by a panel of principals after long and hard
deliberation are Billie Barrios of Alameda Elementary, Joan Martin of
Price Elementary, Kathy Lamb of Sussman Middle School, and Mark
Swancoat of Downey High School.

Billie Barrios
Billie Barrios, was introduced first. She was honored as a “Teacher of

the Year” due to her dedication to the Special Education Early Intervention
program at Alameda Elementary with which she has worked the last 10
years. She started as a senior instructional assistant in the district Discrete
Trial Teaching class at Imperial. After several years as an instructional
assistant she realized her dream working in Special Education by complet-
ing her credential and receiving her Masters degree. She thanks her hus-
band and children for their support.

She has since pursued her dream, working with autism students to
ensure their active participation in education. For the past four years Mrs.
Barrios has worked with the Special Education Office establishing a pro-
gram with applied behavioral analysis. She has a singular ability to work
with students who demonstrate challenging behavior. She establishes an
interactive environment which engages the student. She feels that all stu-
dents have the potential to learn, with a natural curiosity despite their dis-
abilities. This allows student success towards individual goals.

She believes in collaboration between home and school and developed
parent workshops to this end.

A parent recently said during a workshop, “Mrs. Barrios has given her
heart to our family and allowed our son to be successful at school, home
and in the community.”

Joan Martin
Joan Martin, a veteran of 17 years as a DUSD teacher, has enriched the 

JOAN MARTIN—Has been a teacher with the Downey Unified
School District for 17 years. She was honored as one of the four
“teachers of the year.”

BILLIE BARRIOS—Honored for her work with students, particular-
ly autistic children, in the Special Education Department. She helped
establish a program with applied behavioral analysis.

KATHY LAMB—An 8th grade English teacher at Sussman Middle
School, she also helps with the school’s daily live TV news show. She
also advises the Scholarship Club and cheerleaders.

MARK SWANCOAT—Lauded for his effective use of block schedules,
he has been a teacher at Downey High School since 1986. He was
Boland Teacher of the Year in 1974 and has coached a variety of sports.



DOWNEY RESIDENT STEVEN BALL—(Center) The newest and
youngest Master Mason, received his third degree at Downey United
Masonic Lodge #220 recently. He is the grandson of longtime Downey
resident Ione Ball. Assisting in the degree were Master Rory
Richardson (left) and member Bill Ingwersen.

Carnival of Champs
coming April 29

DOWNEY—The Downey Unified School District will offer one of
the community’s most colorful events, the annual Carnival of Champions,
that brings together young athletes from the district’s nine elementary
schools in competition from 8:30 a.m, to 2:30 p.m., Saturday, April 29 at
Warren High School, 8141 DePalma.

Fourth and fifth graders vie in the following events, with scoring kept
by team representing each school:

50 yard dash; 100 yard dash; baskets in one minute; softball throw for
distance; standing long jump; four-member team 440 yard relay; and
mixed coed relay.

Teams are scored on a 10-8-6-4-2 basis for first through fifth place.
Each elementary school is also represented by friends, parents and rel-

atives who cheer mightily from the stands.
The public is welcome and the event is free. An estimated 600 boys

and girls compete annually. This is the Carnival’s 48th year.

Street Fair set for
May 6 in Downey

DOWNEY—The much-anticipated 13th annual Downey Street Faire,
produced by the Downey Chamber of Commerce, will take place
Saturday, May 6 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. along three blocks of Brookshre
Avenue north of Firestone Boulevard. An appearance by the Downey High
School Marching Band kicks off the event at 9 a.m.

Entertainment
Entertainment will include the ‘Southland Harmony Chorus’ singing at

9:30 a.m.; ‘On Stage Dance Center’ performing at 10:15 a.m.; 11:30 a.m.
‘Class 6’ Band; 12:45 p.m. ‘Flashpoint’ Band; 3 p.m. ‘Bless’ d’; and 3:45
p.m. ‘All About Me’ Band. In between acts, ‘Avianna, Daughter of Isis,’
will be entertaining.

The Street Faire includes over 200 vendors along Brookshire Ave., a
Kid’s Zone and Food Court located on Downey High’s south parking lot,
and a Classic Car Show located on Downey High’s north parking lot near
the pool. There is ample free parking and no charge for admittance.

This year’s sponsors are: Platinum – Colin Clarke, Century 21-Jervis
& Associates; Diamond – Downey Regional Medical Center; Gold –
CalMet Services, Inc. and First Baptist Church of Downey; Silver –
Countrywide Home Loans, Talbert Medical Group and Wescom Credit
Union; and Bronze – All American Home Center, California Health Plan,
Downey Savings & Loan, Gallatin Dental Group, Norm’s Restaurant,
Alon Ofir, DDS, Pacific Western Bank, Pioneer Medical Group, Inc., and
World of Decor.

2nd Century Foundation meets Mondays
DOWNEY – The 2nd Century Foundation meets the first Monday of

every month at 4 p.m. at City Hall. For more information, call 927-9790.

FITNESS CENTER GETS NEW EQUIPMENT—The Barbara J.
Riley Community and Senior Center received a new Elliptical
Training Machine from Kaiser Permanente, who has been a huge
donor of the fitness equipment at the Center.  Center staff Katie
O’Connell is shown training one of a number of senior fitness enthu-
siasts on the proper use of the new equipment.

Egg hunts for kids
tomorrow at local parks

DOWNEY—The city of Downey’s annual “Eggstravaganza” Egg
Hunt, which offers a morning of free family fun, takes place tomorrow,
April 15 at Apollo Park, Dennis the Menace Park, Furman Park and
Golden Park.

Free activities such as craft and face painting will be conducted from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. The Egg Hunts will begin promptly at 11:30 a.m., and
will be divided into three age groups for 12 years old and under. The
Easter Bunny will be on site to visit and to take pictures for a fee of $1.50.
Members of the Miss Downey and Miss Downey Teen Courts will volun-
teer at the sites.

For more information, contact the Downey Community Services
Department at 904-7238.

Medical offices hosts Chamber mixer
DOWNEY—A Downey Chamber of Commerce Mixer will be hosted

by Kaiser Permanente Garden Medical Offices, 9353 E. Imperial Hwy.
(Downey Landing) Thursday, April 20 from 5:30-730 p.m. Entrance is just
west of Ardis Ave.

Boy Scout Easter pancake breakfast
DOWNEY—You are cordially invited to attend the Downey Boy

Scout Troop 2’s annual Easter Pancake Breakfast this Sunday, April 16,
between 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., in the Fellowship Hall of the Downey
United Methodist Church, 10801 Downey Ave. Troop 2 has been serving
the Downey area since 1923.

Donations are: adults, $4; children under 10 years, $3.

OASIS program for older adults
DOWNEY – Downey Adult School’s OASIS program (Older Adults

Seeking Information and Skills) meets every Monday for a dinner and
educational presentation in the campus’s cafeteria, with weekly topics
ranging from legal and medical news to art appreciation.

Dinner tickets are $3.50 but visitors can attend the program only at no
charge. Programs begin at 4 p.m. but doors open an hour earlier.

Past program topics have included consumer issues, nutrition, cooking
tips, financial advice, shopping ideas, travelogues, music programs and
safe and fraud protection advice. There is a new speaker every week.
Advance reservations can be made by calling 904-7215.

Respiratory support group still meeting
DOWNEY – Huff and Puff Respiratory, a support group based out of

Downey Regional Medical Center, meets the third Tuesday of every
month at 1:30 p.m. For more information, call 904-5355.

DOWNEY CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE (562) 923-2191



Schools thank cops
for quick response

By John Adams
DOWNEY—The Downey Unified School Board thanked the Downey

Police for quick action in diverting an unauthorized march that could have
devastated the calm on both high school campuses in Downey.

The marchers estimated at about 200 were largely from Lakewood and
South Gate, but hoped to swell their numbers by getting students here to
cut class and join them in a show of support for Hispanic power like the
huge rally the day before (Sunday, March 20) in Los Angeles

The marchers Monday, March 21, were somewhat unruly, causing
fears because of their sudden unplanned appearance.

The marchers Monday failed because police quickly diverted them
onto Stewart and Gray Road and back into South Gate. Meanwhile, school
administrators and staff stressed the penalty for leaving classes.

Board President Donald La Plante in particular, and Boardmembers
Martha Sodetani and Barbara Samperi were loud in their applause for the
police work, and were echoed by Superintendent Wendy Doty.

30-YEAR TRADITION – Easter lilies in honor of loved ones form a
living cross at First Presbyterian Church of Downey as part of the tra-
ditional Easter service. The photo shows last year’s design team of
Gary McCaughan and grandchildren of the originator, Edgar
McCaughan. The public is invited to take their preschool through 5th
grade children for crafts, a Bible lesson, snacks and an Easter egg
hunt. Worship and activities begin at 10 a.m. For more information,
call 861-6752.

Healing Field tribute 
to child abuse victimes

DOWNEY—The Healing Field, a dramatic display of more than a
thousand American flags to symbolize the numerous deaths from child
abuse of children across the nation in the last year, will for the second year
be presented by the Exchange Club Family Support Center at East Middle
School (corner of Woodruff and Florence Aves.).

An additional 20 flags will be flown on the field to represent the chil-
dren who have died in Downey and  surrounding cities in the past five
years.

The tribute to America’s lost children, and what is in fact a jarring real-
ity check on the prevalence of child abuse in the United States, is sched-
uled in Downey from April 19 through April 22. April is Child Abuse
Prevention Month.

The Exchange Club Center welcomes volunteers as they play a huge
part in the four-day affair. At the same time, the Center encourages mem-
bers of the community to sponsor a flag and take a part of the Healing
Field home.

Opening ceremony is at 3 p.m. Wednesday, April 19. The field will be
open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. April 19-22, to allow everyone to experience
the Healing Field. Information booths will be open until 9 p.m.

At 3 p.m. Saturday, April 22, disassembly will begin, and flags may be
picked up between 2 and 5 p.m.

To volunteer/sponsor a Healing Field flag(s), contact the Exchange
Club Center, (562) 904-9590, or visit www.healingfield.org/downey.

Civic Light Opera auditions
DOWNEY – Try-outs for the next production of Downey Civic Light

Opera, “Hello Dolly,” will be held Monday, April 24 and Thursday, April
27 at First Baptist Church, 8348 Third St., Downey. Dance call will take
place between 7 and 8:30 p.m. and auditions between 8:30 and 10:30 p.m.

“Those auditioning should bring a photo and resume and be prepared
to sing 16 bars. We prefer a song from the show,” stated Marsha Moode,
executive producer of the local group.

“Hello Dolly” will be staged June 1 through 18 at the Downey Theater,
Firestone at Brookshire.

Class on healthy eating for whole family
DOWNEY—A new class focusing on healthy eating and nutrition for

the whole family will be held monthly at Downey Regional Medical
Center, starting Wednesday, April 19, from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Andrea Giancoli, MPH, RD, will teach the class, which is co-spon-
sored by DRMC’s Department of Education and the Volunteer Corps. 

Classes are free; advance registration is required by calling (562) 904-
5580. DRMC is located at 11500 Brookshire Ave. in Downey near
Firestone Blvd.

INSTRUCTOR LAURA DAKIN—Will teach kids 5-12 how to build a
balloon mousetrap Wednesday, April 19 from 2-2:45 p.m. at the
Downey City Library, using volunteers from the audience.

Children’s program at library April 19
DOWNEY—Children ages 5-12 are invited to build a balloon mouse-

trap from 2-2:45 p.m. Wednesday, April 19, during Spring break from
school, in the Cormack Room of the Downey City Library, 11121
Brookshire Ave. Instructor Laura Dakin will teach the principles of simple
machines in a fun and creative way by constructing the world’s ‘coolest’
mousetrap out of balloons, using volunteers from the audience, in her
presentation, “Balloon Mousetrap.”

The free program, sponsored by the Friends of the Downey City
Library, will enable kids, says Senior Librarian Jan Palen, to discover that
learning science can be fun at the library. For more information, contact
Children’s Services at 904-7360, ext. 4.

TV production class at adult school
DOWNEY—Interested in getting into the television industry? Classes

are held on Thursdays from 6:30-9 p.m. at 14338 Lakewood Blvd. in
Bellflower, covering the four stages of television production, for $55. 

Students will learn what it takes to be behind as well as in front of the
camera, while learning in an actual TV studio (workshop not affiliated
with Comcast Communications/Cable). 

Preregister at Downey Adult School or call 940-6200 for more infor-
mation.

Optimist Club has weekly lunches
DOWNEY – The Optimist Club of Downey, headed by Steve Allen,

meets at Sambi’s Restaurant every Thursday at noon. Call 806-3701 for
more information.



lives of those who know and work with her at Price School.
She started there in 1988 as a first grade teacher, and has since taught

kindergarten, second, and fifth grades. She currently teaches a combina-
tion first/second grade class.

Her lessons are impeccable, well planned and effectively taught. Her
classroom is a model environment that creatively reflects high quality stu-
dent efforts. She has an admirable warmth with her students and their fam-
ilies. New teachers visit her class to learn by example.

She has always been involved in programs such as the Globetrotter
Club in geography, a program she authored, developed and supervises.
Read Across America Week and the Community Read-In are other success
stories. And she is very involved with the PTA, holding offices of vice
president and teacher representative. She also is editor of the Yearbook
and Student Council advisor.

She is a tremendous support to fellow teachers, is a support provider
for new teachers, a history and social studies mentor and the staff devel-
opment mentor at Price.

She helps new teachers set up their classrooms and gather materials
and supplies.

As a member of Delta Kappa Gamma she now leads a mentoring that
supports the 53 first-year teachers in the district.

She gives all of herself to education.
Kathy Lamb

Kathy Lamb, who teaches 8th grade English, Honors English and
Remedial Reading at Sussman Middle School, is a Teacher of the Year,
and was honored by the Masons and the DUSD School Board Tuesday.
She started with a Masters in reading from CSULB, in 1980, teaching
English as a Second Language at South and Griffiths. Since then she has
taught 6th, 7th and 8th grade English as well as American Literature. She
encourages competition between students, just one facet of how she loves
preparing them for high school.

She has advised the Scholarship Club, guided the cheerleaders, served
as GATE coordinator at Sussman and guided the young writers and editors
for the daily live TV news show on campus.

Other teachers bring their curriculum problems to her, she is the school
authority on grammar, spelling and literature.

She has mentored many, and is considered the epitome among English
teachers.

Mark Swancoat
Mark Swancoat began his teaching career at Downey High School in

1986. He taught social studies and coached a variety of sports, including
football, baseball and basketball.

He emerged as a leader among teachers in 1993 when Downey
changed to a block schedule format. He was on the leading edge of using
long blocks of time effectively. He also began the school-wide reading
program during daily tutorial. In 1974 he received the Boland Teacher of
the Year award, which goes to students and teachers outside the academic
mainstream.

He has remained current with teaching methodology and curriculum
standards. he has served as a master teacher many times.

He makes economics fun and relevant to students. He has a vast reper-
toire of instructional strategies, and is consistently nominated by students
as Teacher of the Year honors.

Jerilyn King-Brown, Assistant Superintendent for Instructional
Services, noted the Masonic United Lodge has honored Downey Unified
with its Teacher of the Year Award for the past 42 years, and it is consid-
ered the highest honor paid to a DUSD teacher.

The awards were presented by Mason Bob Udoff.

Volunteers, donors
recognized for service

By Henry Veneracion
DOWNEY—Some 80 volunteers (who reportedly logged a combined

total of nearly 11,000 hours for 2005) and 14 major donors were given
recognition for their commendable and incalculable contributions to the
Downey City Library at its 22nd annual Volunteer & Major Donor
Recognition ceremony on April 8 at the Rio Hondo Event Center. It was
sponsored by the Friends of the Library, themselves one of the major
donors and a mainstay of the library over the years.

The volunteers are to be found working in such areas as the Friends
Store, Book Processing, Adult Literacy Tutors, Books on Wheels, and
Reading to Children. Volunteer work in the library has been so “fulfilling
and worthwhile,” according to one Literacy tutor, that a volunteer with 20-
25 years of service is not uncommon.  

Main speaker at the event that never fails to draw a capacity audience
was Mayor Meredith Perkins, who seized on the final refrain of “Over the
Rainbow” (played on the piano by city employee Mark Keller), as a
thought for the departing crowd to ponder, “If little bluebirds fly…over the
rainbow, why oh why can’t I?” Assisting him as he handed out certificates
(and gifts) was Councilmember Rick Cartozian, who was introduced as
arguably “the (more) handsome one,” to good-natured cheers. Taking
turns as emcee were Downey City Library director and acting director of
Community Services Thad Phillips and Adult Literacy coordinator
Claudia Dailey.

TEACHERS
Continued from page 1

HANSTAD HONORED—Assistant Superintendent Stan Hanstad
was honored at the Downey Unified School District Board meeting
Tuesday for outstanding service in behalf of the County’s youth.
Hanstad serves on the SARB Board and several other judicial bodies
overseeing youth. The award was from County Supervisor Michael
Antonovich and was presented by an Antonovich aide.

CONGR. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD—(Second from right), A
member of the Labor, Health and Human Services and Education
Subcommittee on Appropriations, met with some members of the
Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County in Washington,
D.C. on March 29, to discuss the federal funding needs of community
health care clinics nationwide. The association’s clinics in the county
serve more than half a million uninsured and underinsured patients
each year. In photo with the congresswoman are representatives from
AltaMed Health Services Corp. which has centers throughout the
34th District, from left: Zoila Dalia Escobar, AltaMed’s vp for strate-
gic development and community support; Dr. Marie S. Torres,
AltaMed’s senior vp,  government relations and community research
initiatives; and AltaMed president and CEO Castulo de la Rocha.

Blackburn OASIS speaker April 24 
DOWNEY—Recent Boeing retiree and Aerospace Legacy

Foundation president Jerry Blackburn presents an update of activities,
including plans for a museum and learning center, at the old Boeing site
when he addresses the OASIS class Monday, April 24 at Downey Adult
School, 12340 Woodruff Ave., Downey. A history of the facility will also
be recounted.

Piano entertainment by Dr. Robert Flynn at 3 p.m. precedes the pro-
gram at 4 p.m. This is followed by a full-course dinner at 5 p.m. OASIS
resource instructor is Harriett Paine.

For information/reservation, call 904-7215. Downey Senior Dial-A-
Ride will provide transportation to the class. There is no class April 17,
because of Spring break.

Stroke and diabetes awareness seminar
DOWNEY—Members of the community are invited to Downey

Regional Medical Center (DRMC), 11500 Brookshire Ave., Saturday,
April 22 from 9-11 a.m. to learn strategies for preventing two major health
threats: stroke and diabetes. 

DRMC Diabetes Health Educator Elsa Saucedo, RN, will discuss risk
factors, signs and symptoms, and diabetes testing. Deborah Massaglia,
president of the Roxanna Todd Hodges Foundation, will give an overview
of risk factors and warning signs of a stroke. Presentations will be fol-
lowed by stroke screenings, blood pressure and heart rate checks, as well
as a prize drawing.

Registration is required for the free community event. For information
about future Stroke Awareness Days, call 904-5162.

Ara speaker at networkers meeting 
DOWNEY—Guest speaker at the Chamber’s Rise ‘N Shine

Networking Group’s 7:30 a.m. meeting Tuesday, April 25 at Nordic Fox,
10924 Paramount Blvd., Downey, is Dr. Charlie Ara, who will speak on
“Love from the Vatican to the Playboy Mansion: All A’s for successful
business relationships.” RSVP: (562) 923-2191.

Fashion show to benefit students
DOWNEY—The Downey Newcomers Club’s upcoming fashion

show, “Bloomin’ Spring Fashions,” scheduled Monday, May 15 at the Rio
Hondo Golf Club and presented by “Nena’s Fashions of La Habra,” will
feature door prizes by Downey merchants. The proceeds will help the club
award three scholarships to the local Downey high schools as well as to
support the Rose Float Association, P.T.A. Helps, and Arc.

Tickets are on sale for $25 each. The event will begin with a Social
Hour at 10:30 a.m., then lunch consisting of filet mignon, followed by the
fashion show at 12:30 p.m. Pre-sale tickets are recommended, as the event
always sells out. 

For tickets, contact Melba Willbanks, chairman, at (562) 862-2799.

Holocaust commemoration at Temple
DOWNEY—Temple Ner Tamid of Downey, 10629 Lakewood Blvd.,

will have a community commemoration of the Holocaust Tuesday
evening, April 25. ‘Yom Hashoah’ Service will begin at 7:30 p.m., con-
ducted by student Rabbi Bryna Milkow and Cantorial Intern Ellen Jaffe-
Gill. All are welcome. 

Meanwhile, the Temple’s Sisterhood holds its regular monthly board
and general meeting at 11 a.m. the following day, April 26. A luncheon
will be served after the business meeting. Donation for the luncheon is $6.

For information about meetings/membership, call the Temple office,
861-9276.

Terasaki guest demonstrator at meeting
DOWNEY—Native Californian Ryo Terasaki, who started her suc-

cessful art career as a hobby but soon found painting so fascinating that
she returned to college and earned her teaching credential in fine arts for
adult school and community college, will be the guest demonstrator at the
joint Downey Art League-Traditional Artist’s Guild of Paramount meeting
Tuesday, April 25 at Furman Park, 10419 Rives Ave., Bldg. No. 1. The
meeting is at 7:30 p.m.

‘Everyday Chinese for Business/Travel’
DOWNEY—Downey Adult School, 12340 Woodruff Ave., is offering

classes on the Chinese language on Tuesdays and Thursdays April 25-July
27. The Chinese language instruction is for everyone at all levels. You’ll
learn about the listening, speaking, reading, writing and communication
skills needed for business and travel in everyday situations. 

You may sign up now at Downey Adult School, or call 940-6200 for
more information.

The poets’ corner
Thoughts of Spring

A time of renewal – the season of spring –
Is truly a marvelous, wonderful thing

When barren trees are dressed in green
And profusions of flowers now are seen.

Oh that those with barren hearts
Could, like spring, renew and start
To blossom forth with love instead
Of growing hate within their heads.

—Martha Morrissy,
Downey

Spring Vacation Day
Camp set April 17-21

DOWNEY—The City of Downey Community Services Department is
offering a Spring Vacation Day Camp for children ages 6-14 from April
17-21 at Wilderness Park, 19999 Little Lake Road.

The camp offers children the opportunity to meet new friends, build
strong bodies and learn new activities while parents can feel comfortable
their children are at a safe place to play. Camp will be conducted by
trained personnel and the fee of $75 includes materials, supplies, a daily
lunch beverage and an excursion. Campers must bring their own sack
lunch daily.

The fee is $70 for an additional family member and extended care (7
a.m. to 9:30 a.m.) and/or 3:30m p.m. to 6 p.m. is $35 for one child and $30
for each additional child.

Camp runs from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For information and registra-
tion call (562) 904-7238.

Don’t forget memory loss seminar April 20
DOWNEY—Dr. German Zermeno, Family Practitioner with Pioneer

Medical Group (PMG), will present a seminar on “Memory Loss—Signs,
Symptoms, and Current Treatment Options” from 10-11 a.m. Thursday,
April 20 at the Downey Senior Center, 7810 Quill Drive in Downey. 

Memory loss can be caused by a host of problems, including anemia,
vitamin B deficiencies, abnormal thyroid hormone levels, depression,
chronic infection, liver or kidney problems, or Alzheimer’s disease. Dr.
Germeno’s presentation will include effective memory exercises and
strategies for improving memory function.

Tseklenis named chair of art committee
DOWNEY—At its first meeting on April 5, the newly-appointed City

of Downey Art in Public Places Advisory Committee elected Harold
Tseklenis and Robert Goldstein its chairman and vice-chairman, respec-
tively. Other members of the committee are Vivian Durkee, Katherine
Bode and George Redfox. 

Committee meetings are open to the public.

Employees get lowdown
on rising identify theft

DOWNEY—In response to the rapidly growing number of identity
theft cases in the U.S., credit unions are taking a more active role in edu-
cation. Financial Partners Credit Union and nuVison Financial Federal
Credit Union are among the latest to join this group, as they worked joint-
ly recently to offer a series of education seminars on identify theft for
Boeing employees.

“We wanted to provide up-to-date information on how Boeing employ-
ees could protect themselves and manage their identities,” said Financial
Partners SVPof Marketing and Public Relations, Lori Reeves. “Financial
Partners approached nuVision Financial with a proposal to offer a joint
education effort to Southern California Boeing employees. [As] both
Financial Partners and nuVision Financial have credit union offices locat-
ed at Southern California Boeing sites, a combined effort not only rein-
forces the cooperative nature of credit unions, but more importantly
allowed us to meet the needs of the Boeing Company in the most efficient
manner. As credit unions we continue to differentiate ourselves from
banks by combining efforts for the betterment of the communities we
serve.”

The series was reportedly a huge success with half the seminars draw-
ing in over 200 attendees.

“The feedback we received has been very positive. People want to feel
safe and they want to know that their identities are not being used for ille-
gal purposes or gains.  Both nuVision Financial and Financial Partners
credit unions have dedicated personnel, services and information available
so that our members can be proactive in protecting their identities,” stated
nuVison Financial’s Chief Sales and Marketing Officer, Kerry Lewis.

OVER 250 BOEING EMPLOYEES—Attend an Identify Theft
Seminar hosted by Boeing Credit Unions Financial Partners and
nuVision at the Huntington Beach Boeing campus.

Diabetes support group at DRMC
DOWNEY – Downey Regional Medical Center hosts a diabetes sup-

port group the third Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. For information,
call 622-2088.



Letters to the Editor

turf, groundcover, trees and shrubs.
Be that as it may, Perkins questioned what constituted “site amenities,”

which carried a $1.3 million tag. So the hope is the amount could still be
reduced or its components reformulated to satisfy what Councilmember
referred to as a “functionality test” factor in finalizing construction plans. 
Revised cost estimates vis-à-vis specific construction item deletions or
add-ons will again be reviewed at the next study session.  

In other action, the Council:
*Approved the inter-fund transfer of $205,214 from the Learning

Center Fund to the Community Development Block Grant Fund for the
soil remediation project at the NASA City Park Site at 12400 Clark
Avenue;

*Approved an agreement with the Downey City Employees’
Association Miscellaneous Group to hold an agency shop election;

*Set a public hearing for May 9, 2006 to approve the 2006-07 Action
Plan for the Community Development Block Grant and Home Investment
Partnership programs;

*Approved an amendment to the Southeast Water Coalition Joint
Powers Agreement;

*Authorized the acquisition of digital aerial photographs from Los
Angeles County;

*Approved the contract with Natural Marketing in the amount of
$48,000 for public relations work related to the city’s 50th anniversary cel-
ebration;

*Formalized the appointment, which heretofore was on an interim
basis, of erstwhile Downey City Library Director Thad Phillips to Director
of Community Services, succeeding Bonnie Kehoe.

*Issued a proclamation about Cerritos College’s 50th anniversary; and
*Presented City pins to Miss Downey and Miss Teen Downey and

their courts; and also introduced Mr. Downey and runner-up, and Little
Mr. Downey.    

Councilmember Kirk Cartozian made exception to the March 31 story
in The Downey Patriot about the sale of the Downey Landing Retail
Center by Downey Landing LLC to Investec Properties. He said the sale
was actually consummated two years ago, and that there occurred only a
formal transfer of ownership to Investec.

Harold Tseklenis made an impassioned plea to the Council to make
sure the idea of adding a solar energy component to the Learning Center
building not be forgotten.

*Ratified an agreement for legal services with Atkinson, Andelson,
Loya, Ruud and Romo, effective April 3, 2006.

*Authorized the advertising for bids for modernization work at Pace
Elementary to be charged to the Deferred Maintenance funds.

*Approved change order 1 to open purchase order for frozen slush
drinks with Fund Foods of Placentia in the increased sum of $5,100 to be
charged to Food Services Funds.

*Accepted as complete fencing work by McCullah Fence of Bell
Gardens in the sum of $10,089 to be charged to the Bond and/or General
Funds.

*Accepted as complete Backhoe work by Terra Pave of Whittier in the
sum of $22,676 to be charged to the Maintenance, Deferred Maintenance
and/or Bond Funds.

*Accepted as complete concrete work by 3D Concrete of Downey for
the sum of $5,238 to be charged to the General and/or Bond Funds.

*Accepted as complete trade electrical work by Spike Electric of
Anaheim for the sum of $33,054 to be charged to the General and/or Bond
Funds.

*Accepted as complete roof repair, replacement, and asbestos abate-
ment work by FC & Sons Roofing for the sum of $106,673 to be charged
to the Maintenance and/or Bond Funds.

*Approved the adjustment of the 2005-06 General Fund restricted
budget to reflect the decrease in fund balance.

*Approved the adjustment of the 2005-06 General Fund unrestricted
budget to reflect the increase in fund balance.

*Approved the purchase of equipment in accordance with board poli-
cy.

*Approved the destruction of Class 3 disposable district records, and
appointed Ralph Coronado, Warehouse Supervisor as document destruc-
tion coordinator.

*Ratified the abolishment or creation of several positions, as well as
some changes in duties and job description.

*Received a report on bond revenue and expenditures for 2004-05 by
Annie Casey, chair of the Citizens Bond Oversight Committee.

*Adopted a resolution on liability coverage for professional volun-
teers.

The next public meeting of the DUSD Board of Education will be at 5
p.m. Tuesday, May 2 at the Administration Center, 11627 Brookshire Ave.

LEARNING CENTER
Continued from page 1

SCHOOL BOARD
Continued from page 1

More on illegal immigration
Dear Editor:

I’ve read both sides of the issue on illegal immigration as put forth in
The Downey Patriot’s “Letters to the Editor.” I wonder how many readers
know the stand, or lack thereof, taken by our elected officials on the sub-
ject.

Let’s start off with the actions of Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-
Allard. Read her commendation (HR384) which she read on the House
floor re the “Freedom Riders.” These were the 900 who went in a caravan
to D.C. to “educate the public and elected officials about immigrants’
rights and the injustices of our country’s current immigration policies.” I
assume she meant illegals, who are referred to in her office as “undocu-
mented,” as why would legal immigrants demand citizenship? You can
read the whole article in a past issue of the Downey Patriot. I believe it
would be in an Oct. 2003 issue. She states there that they don’t want or
expect handouts. But let’s examine a few of the financial costs of illegal
immigration.

1. Six states now spend in excess of $1 billion a year on educating their
children. California spends $7.7 billion. Children in the nation’s public
schools, who are themselves illegal aliens, or who are the U.S.-born chil-
dren of illegals, now number approximately 3.5 million;

2. Border hospitals: Many have been bankrupt because of free health
care to illegals. In California, I believe 85 emergency rooms and more hos-
pitals have closed and trauma care has become a thing of the past, for the
same reason. They can’t afford free health care. Many free health care
facilities in the county have closed;

3. The cost of immigration is costing the taxpayer $70 billion annual-
ly. In California, the cost is $1,300 per household per year;

4. Immigrants are 50 percent more likely to get welfare than native
Americans—70 percent get food stamps at a cost of $3.7 billion annually;

5. Total cost of Medicaid and Social Security benefits to immigrants
since 1995 has cost taxpayers approximately $328 billion.

6. Immigrants with two or more children, who pay no tax, can receive
as much as $4,800 cash in Earned Income Tax Credit! (Earned?)

If what Roybal-Allard says is true, that they don’t want handouts, let’s
start by canceling these socialistic programs and save a lot of money.

Let’s address Sen. Feinstein’s remarks – “They are here and they are
working…” Yes, Sen. Feinstein, you’re correct, the reason being is that
neither the House, the Senate, or President has done anything but exacer-
bate the situation. The Senator now wants to make a law making it illegal
to tunnel under our borders. It is illegal (whatever that means in D.C.) to
cross the border, but it didn’t include tunneling under. Way to go, Diane!
Maybe you should include Hot Air Balloons in that bill, too—No illegals
or drugs.

Will Cardinal Mahoney lose the tax-exempt status of the Catholic
Church because of political activism?

Will the mayor of L.A., Antonio Villairaigosa, be arrested for declar-
ing L.A. an “open city”? Y’all come! His words were “It’s not enough to
elect Latino leadership. If they’re supporting legislation that denies the
undocumented (illegals, in my language), they don’t belong here.”  That’s
breaking immigration laws.

Do we go on paying $3 million a day for “undocumented”  in prison?
This letter is not meant for those who are here legally. I have no inten-

tion of offending them. This is to let our leaders know we are, or were, “a
nation of laws.” We would like to return to that.
—Elsa Van Leuven,
Downey

A stirring felt by 5th grader
Dear Editor: 

Each year, the Downey Symphony provides the Educational Outreach
Program in the Arts for the Downey Unified School District called “Music
in the Schools.” As a part of the program, Downey’s fifth grade students
attend a performance at the Downey Theater which is both educational and
exciting for them. An example of the impact of this program on our stu-
dents can be seen in this letter from Lemon McMillan, a fifth grader at Rio
San Gabriel Elementary School:

“Dear Downey Symphony,
I really liked the brass, especially the French horn. The song called

“The Old Castle” was my favorite song because it was very dark and mys-
terious. Your songs actually made me think I was listening to a radio. I can
see all your efforts. You guys made me think about going into the East
Middle School singing class. You made me feel that I have a chance to be
a musician in the Downey Symphony when I grow up. You encourage a
lot of people and you will keep on encouraging small or big children. You
are the best!

Sincerely, 
Lemon Rudolph McMillan”

—Theresa Ford, 
Principal, Rio San Gabriel School

Police chief pledges
aggressive philosophy

By Henry Veneracion
DOWNEY—Speaking before a veritable local and area Who’s Who

luncheon crowd estimated at 300 Wednesday, Downey Police Chief Roy
Campos delineated the Downey Police Department’s philosophy, at least
under his stewardship which began Oct. 28, 2005, as being “aggressive,”
in the sense of diligence, vigilance and being active in the line of duty. All
this, while extending courtesy and respecting the dignity of every citizen
within the context of the rule of law.

After exhorting every member of the community to support Keep
Downey Beautiful and efforts to wipe out the incidence of graffiti (a “prel-
ude to criminality”), he said he was “very proud and very happy” to serve
a city such as Downey which he said is held in high esteem practically
everywhere.

The occasion was the annual GOOD Luncheon held at the Rio Hondo
Event Center, with Los Angeles County Supervisor Ron Calderon delight-
ing the distinguished assembly with his ready quips and impeccable tim-
ing as emcee.   

Receiving newly-created “surprise” Lifetime Achievement Awards for
their outstanding performance and service in the cause of GOOD were for-
mer GOOD presidents Bonnie Kehoe and Betty Ferraro. The vital contri-
butions of legislators Sen. Diane Feinstein, Congresswoman Lucille
Roybal-Allard, State Senator Alan Lowenthal, and the city of Downey
were also recognized. Knabe also made sure the impressive activities
being undertaken by the 10/20 Club under the leadership of Darrell
Jackson and Ernest Caldwell were cited. Also cited, not only for her undi-
minished financial support but her unflagging advocacy of GOOD, was
Dr. Mary Stauffer. The pioneering role of Phil Prescissi was extolled. And
on and on the mention of luminaries who have championed the cause of
GOOD went, adding a rich glow to the proceedings.

Student newspaper lauded for reporting
NORWALK—Cerritos College’s Talon Marks student newspaper and

online Talonmarks.com won general excellence honors at the annual
Journalism Association of Community Colleges (JACC) State conference
held last month at the Wilshire Grand Hotel in Los Angeles.

Cerritos students won another 20 awards in the annual competitions.
Erick Galindo, of Downey, also received a cash scholarship from the
organization.

Downey resident Kristin Parker won Honorable Mention in feature
writing and honoral mention for front-page layout (tabloid).
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O.C. Fair & Exposition 
April ’06 schedule

COSTA MESA—Highlight of this month’s schedule is the
“America’s Family Pet Expo” scheduled for April 21-23, which is antici-
pated to draw 70,000 people to view more than 1,000 dogs, cats, birds,
fish, llamas, reptiles, pigs, rats, rabbits and more. The animals will be fea-
tured in a number of stage shows, competitions, demonstrations, adoptions
and hands-on attractions. Attendees can also see the latest and “greatest”
pet products at show prices, listen to animal experts and even adopt a new
pet. 

Expo hours are Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; and
Sunday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. General admission is $10. Children (6-12) are $4.
Seniors (60+) are $8 and children 5 and under are free, so is parking.
Patrons are asked not to bring pets to the event.

14-15 QUICK THROTTLE EXPO – Friday, noon-9 p.m.;
Saturday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Bldg. #10, Parade of Products, and Park Plaza.
Admission: adults (13+) $10, children 12 & under admitted free.
Horsepower Promotions, (805) 686-2007, www.quickthrottlemag.com 

15 SUPER AUCTIONS – Saturday, 10:15 a.m.-5 p.m.
Preview: 8 a.m.-10 a.m. Bldg. #12. Admission: free. Super Auctions, (562)
592-1009, www.superauctions.com

21-23 AMERICA’S FAMILY PET EXPO – Friday, 10 a.m.-
6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. All Buildings &
Grounds. Admission: adults $10, seniors (60+ID) $8, children (6-12) $4,
5 & under admitted free. World Wide Pet Industry Association, Inc. (626)
447-2222. www.petexpooc.com

29 COMPUTER SHOW – Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Bldg.
#14. Admission: adults $5, children under 10 admitted free. Check web-
site for discount admission price. NP Expos, Inc. (800) 800-5680,
www.lacomputerfair.com

29-30 RBF VINTAGE COLLECTIBLES SHOW –
Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Bldg. #12. Admission:
$6, two-day pass $10, early-bird Friday pass $40. (619) 273-9049,
www.rbfshow.com

30 CUSTOM CLASSIC CAR SHOW – Sunday, 11 a.m.-
5 p.m. Award Ceremony, 5-6 p.m. Festival Fields & Arlington Field.
Admission: TBD. Lay Low Enterprise, (408) 920-0997, www.streetlow-
magazine.com
4 p.m. Main Parking Lot. Admission: adults $2, children under 12 free. Tel
Phil Enterprises, (949) 723-6660, www.ocmarketplace.com.

RETURNING TO DOWNEY – Ann Peck McBride will be back on
stage enacting the title role for the Downey Civic Light Opera produc-
tion of “Hello Dolly,” playing June 1 through 18 at the Downey
Theater, Firestone at Brookshire. She previously starred as Mama
Rose in “Gypsy,” Anna in “The King and I,” and Annie Oakley in
“Annie Get Your Gun.” This will be her tenth appearance for the local
group. Group discounts are available. For tickets and information call
923-1714.

New musical comedy
season set at theater

DOWNEY – Marsha Moode, executive director of the Downey Civic
Light Opera, has announced the shows for the 2006-07 season.

They include “Guys and Dolls,” Oct. 5 through 22; “The Roar of the
Greasepaint – The Smell of the Crowd,” Feb. 22 through March 11, 2007;
and “Oliver,” May 31 through June 17, 2007.

For special discount season ticket information call 923-1714.

Granata’s to host golf tournament
DOWNEY – Granata’s Italian Villa will be hosting its third annual

golf tournament to benefit Gangs Out of Downey on June 28. Sign-ups are
being taken at Granata’s, 11032 Downey Ave.

For more information, call Paul Granata at 861-2997.



Poetry fans invited
to read favorites

NORWALK—The Cerritos College English Department is calling for
the submission of favorite poems and poem authors to be considered for a
poetry reading for The Favorite Poem Project on Tuesday, April 18 at 11
a.m.

The Favorite Poem Project was founded in 1997 by then-U.S. Poet
Laureate Robert Pinsky as a means of bringing ordinary Americans
together to share their favorite poems and stories behind why they love
those poems so much.

Several participants of submissions will be invited to read at the event,
which will be recorded and copies provided the Library of Congress.

Send the poem, title and author, along with your name, e-mail address,
phone number, age and occupation to Andrew Purvis or Frank Galk, pro-
fessors of English at Cerritos College. Favorite poems may also be mailed
to the Cerritos College English Department, 11110 Alondra Blvd.
Norwalk, CA 90650 c/of Frank Galk. Electronic submission is preferred.

Poems may not be by the person submitting or his/her family or
friends.

Volunteers needed for Rancho Gift Shop
DOWNEY—The Rancho Gift Shop, a major source of income for the

Amigos Fund which has provided funding for physical, social and recre-
ational services forming the core of the rehabilitation process at Rancho
Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center since 1954, is in dire need of
volunteers to work in the shop. It is located next to the historical Harriman
building on the grounds of Rancho. It opened in 2002.

The Amigos Fund has dedicated itself to improving the lives of both
inpatients and outpatients at Rancho. Served are adults and children with
severe disability that follows spinal cord injury, brain injury, stroke neuro-
logical disorders and birth defects.

The shop is looking for anyone who can volunteer for a minimum of
four hours each week. Contact Marty Krumm, manager, at (562) 401-7667
or (562) 401-7218 for more information.

ANGIE KELLOGG—(Center), Incoming president of the Downey
PTA, receives Woman of Courage Award for Downey from 50th
District Assemblymember Hector De La Torre, left, and psychologist
and former Channel 34 journalist Dr. Rosa Maria Villalpando on
March 30. Kellogg tutors an autistic child at Lincoln Elementary.

‘Yiskor’ services at Temple Ner Tamid
DOWNEY—Temple Ner Tamid of Downey, a Reform Congregation,

is holding ‘Yiskor’ (memorial) Services at 10 a.m. Thursday, April 20.
Friday, April 21 at 6 p.m., Student Rabbi Bryna Milkow will hold a

Study Session prior to services. Everyone is to bring their own brown bag
‘Shabbat’ dinner. There is no charge for this, and the community is wel-
come.

There will be Study Sessions every month at 6 p.m. on a variety of sub-
jects. ‘Shabbat Shemini’ Services follow at 7:30 p.m., conducted by
Student Rabbi Milkow and Cantorial Intern Ellen Jaffe-Gill, with
Norberto Guinaldo at the organ. Following the worship service, ‘Kiddush’
is held—wine and ‘challah’ are included. ‘Oneg’ follows, and refresh-
ments are served prepared by the Temple’s Sisterhood. 

For information (including about services/membership), call the
Temple office, 861-9276.

Librettist en route to Budapest
DOWNEY—Downey resident, librettist Anna Winslow, is on her way

to Budapest, where her latest oratorio, the Litany of Peace, will be per-
formed on Saturday, April 22, at the Franz Liszt Academy of Music. 

This work featuring three soloists (soprano, tenor, baritone), a full cho-
rus and orchestra, premiered in Budapest in 2004 and since then has been
shown on television twice and was heard once on the classical (Bartok)
radio station in Hungary. Music is by the well-known composer and artis-
tic director Jozsef Zaborszky. The concert will be conducted by Istvan
Zaborszky who will fly from Finland to Budapest to conduct the work.

Aerospace history
group meets May 21

DOWNEY—The Aerospace Legacy Foundation, a private group of
persons who share in the hope of retaining some of Downey’s history of
leadership and excellence in aviation and space, will meet at 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 21st on the second floor of the First Baptist Church of
Downey (use the side entrance on 2nd Street east of Downey Ave.)

The Foundation began in 1995, when a group of  scientists, engineers,
and business-persons gathered to assess the situation. They incorporated in
1997 as a non-profit group, aimed at preserving the more than 70 years
that Downey served on the cutting edge of aircraft development (Jerry
Vultee and later North American). Then the great years of the Apollo
Program culminating with the placing of a man on the moon, and devel-
opment of the Space Shuttle.

The meeting is free and the public is welcome.
The Foundation is currently involved in planning and promoting the

future Columbia Space Science Learning Center.
For information, call (562) 291-1399 or (562) 941-7735.

California’s part in Civil War explored
WHITTIER—Susan Ogle, the director of the Drum Barracks-Civil

War Museum, will speak to the Whittier Area Genealogical Society
(WAGS) at 1 p.m. tomorrow, April 15 at their meeting at the Whittier
Masonic Lodge, 7604 Greenleaf Ave. in Whittier, about the part the Drum
Barracks and California played in the Civil War.

The Society always welcomes visitors at these monthly meetings. For
information, call (562) 695-5431 or (626) 919-1713, or visit
http://www.cagenweb.com/kr/wags.

OLPH Women’s Guild meeting April 20
DOWNEY—Fr. Mark Warnstadt, Pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual

Help Church, will be the featured speaker at the OLPH Women’s Guild
meeting Thursday, April 20 at 10 a.m. in the Parish Center. He will give
an informal “Getting to Know Me” talk, followed by questions from mem-
bers.

New Guild officers will be elected for the 2006-07 Guild Year at the
meeting. A Continental Breakfast will be served. For information, call
Joyce Prokop, 861-5113.

Bocce every Tuesday at Apollo Park
DOWNEY – Downey Bocce Club meets at Apollo Park for games on

Tuesdays at 9 a.m. Join the group by calling (714) 761-4439.

Free English classes at adult school
DOWNEY—Downey Adult School is offering free English classes

and babysitting to anyone who wants to learn English. The classes are held
in the mornings at four different school sites:

Imperial Elementary Mon-Fri 8:45 - 11:45 a.m.
West Middle School Mon-Fri 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Alameda Elementary Mon & Wed 8:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Rio Hondo Elem.  Tue, Thu, Fri8:00 – 11:30 a.m.
To enroll, call (562) 940-6200.



CLASSIFIEDS

(562) 904-3668

Engineering student
lands scholarship

NORWALK – The Cerritos College Foundation awarded the U.S.S.
Pelias scholarship to Cerritos College student and Downey resident
Vivana Ruiz, on March 29 during the college’s annual academic excel-
lence awards ceremony. 

Ruiz is a second-year engineering major at Cerritos College and is
originally from Columbia. 

“We are proud to honor the crew of the U.S.S. Pelias by providing
scholarships to deserving students like Vivana,” said the Peter Espinoza,
Cerritos College Foundation vice chairman and emcee for the award cer-
emony. 

U.S.S. Pelias
Established by the crew of the U.S.S. Pelias, a submarine tender, which

survived the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Pelias scholarship traditionally
provides two $500 scholarships to engineering and physics students who
display outstanding academic achievement. Recipients are selected each
year by faculty in the Cerritos College science, engineering and math
division (SEM). The original ship’s bell is on permanent display in the col-
lege’s administrative quad.

The Cerritos College Foundation, a non-profit organization, serves as
a charitable vehicle for the community, individuals and alumni, to assist
with financial support of Cerritos College beyond that which state funding
supports.

Cerritos College is located in Norwalk and serves Downey.

VIVANA RUIZ—A second-year engineering major at Cerritos
College, received the 2006 Pelius Scholarship at the Cerritos College
Academic Awards Ceremony on Wednesday, March 29. Ruiz is pic-
tured with Cerritos College Foundation Executive Director Steve
Richardson (far left). Ruiz, a Downey resident, is originally from
Colombia and was chosen by faculty in the Cerritos College science,
engineering and math division. The original bell is on permanent dis-
play in the college’s administrative quad.

CHEERFUL KIDS—The Our Lady of Perpetual Help cheerleaders
took second place in a competition held at Sea World in San Diego
March 25. It was the girls’ first win in competition against squads
from other areas of the state. The Trojans had previously competed in
two other competitions with other local squads. The girls won second
and first place trophies in those matches respectively.

‘Green building’ expo
next week in Downey

DOWNEY – To help meet the growing interest in sustainable build-
ing, Southern California’s premier “green building” conference has
expanded to two days – April 20 and 21, to be held The Gas Company’s
Energy Resource Center at 9240 Firestone Blvd. in Downey. Attendance
is free.

The 5th Annual Municipal Green Building Conference and Expo will
share the latest knowledge and experience on successful sustainable build-
ing practices for builders in both the municipal and private sectors.

The first day of the conference will focus on municipalities and the
regional design community; day two will emphasize the needs of develop-
ers and the private sector.

Registrations can be made online at www.socalgas.com/erc or by call-
ing (800) 427-6584 (select option one).

The conference, co-sponsored by The Gas Company and the Los
Angeles Chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council, will address such
topics as ethics and values of sustainability, policy and planning, regional
issues, the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) cer-
tification, integrated technology, sustainable software, and the cost and
payback of sustainability.

Last year’s conference attracted more than 300 people, including city
planners and managers, public works directors, elected officials, archi-
tects, engineers, developers, and consultants in the energy and environ-
mental fields. 

The keynote speaker for the first day will be Kenneth Geiser, Ph.D., an
internationally recognized specialist in pollution prevention, clean produc-
tion and industrial chemicals policy. Geiser is a professor of Work
Environment at the University of Massachusetts Lowell and the Co-
Director of the Lowell Center for Sustainable Production.

The keynote speaker for the second day will be Tom Cody, principal of
The South Group, a downtown Los Angeles collaboration between
Portland’s Gerding/Edlen Development Co. and Williams & Dame
Development.



‘EGGSTRAVAGANZA’ DONATION OF $500—From Bob Belcher,
president of Downey Los Amigos Kiwanis, is received by Teri Akloff,
recreation supervisor, Downey Community Services. The Park Egg
Hunts are scheduled tomorrow, April 15. Activities start at 10:30 a.m.
For additional information, call Downey Community Services
Department, 904-7238.

‘Connections’ meets Thursdays
DOWNEY – Connections, a local business networking group, meets

every Thursday at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast at Nordic Fox restaurant, 10924
Paramount Blvd. For information call Nick Smith at 861-5222.

20th annual Amistad
Gala set for April 29

DOWNEY—The 20th annual Amistad Gala, a black-tie dinner affair
that benefits the outstanding programs and services of Rancho Los
Amigos National Rehabilitation Center, is scheduled for Saturday, April
29 at the Westin Long Beach Hotel. It’s presented by the Rancho Los
Amigos Foundation, the nonprofit, public benefit corporation that con-
ducts fundraising activities to support research, education, equipment, and
patient care at the world-renowned rehabilitation center.

Theme of the gala affair this year is “We’ve Only Just Begun.” The
more than 500 guests expected to attend the annual event include leaders
in healthcare, government, business and community. 

Those receiving the 2006 Amistad Award, Rancho’s highest honor,
include: community leader Charles Coniglio, who will receive the
Amistad Award for Individual Achievement; world-renowned physician
Salah Rubayi, M.D., who will receive the Amistad Lifetime Achievement
Award; Rancho volunteer and Amigos Fund president Richard Daggett,
who will receive the Amistad Friend Award; and AT&T, which will receive
the Amistad Community Service Award.

Previous Amistad honorees include: actress Betty White; Olympic
champion Rafer Johnson; civic leader James C. Hankla; the Port of Long
Beach; The Academy of Television Arts & Sciences; community leader
Carmen O. Perez; legendary physician Jacquelin Perry, M.D.; and Los
Angeles Supervisor Don Knabe, who will serve as master of ceremonies.
Each of the previous awardees will be recognized at the event in a special
20th Anniversary tribute.

The reception at 5:30 p.m. is followed at 7 p.m. by the dinner, program
and entertainment.

YMCA searching for volunteers
DOWNEY – The Downey YMCA is in need of volunteers for both

morning and evening hours. Call 862-4201 for more information.

THESE DOWNEY HIGH STUDENT INTERNS—Are enrolled in the
FPCA-L.A. COUNTY ROP program where, according to FCPCU
CEO Nader Moghaddam, they stand to gain valuable work experi-
ence and learning about credit unions, which will make them valuable
to future employers.

Credit union announces 
partnership with ROP

DOWNEY—As part of their ongoing commitment to the community,
Financial Partners Credit Union is once again partnering with the Los
Angeles County ROP (Regional Occupation Program) to host three stu-
dent interns from Downey High School. The student interns are interested
in directing their careers in financial services, marketing, or office occu-
pations.

The Los Angeles County ROP offers 70 hours of in-classroom training
in a variety of business occupations. Once the classroom training is com-
plete the students then learn hands-on at local businesses such as Financial
Partners, with the potential to be hired full-time once their internship is
complete. 

For more information about the ROP program, visit www.lacorop.org.
Information about FPCU is available at www.fpcu.org.

Keep Downey Beautiful hotline numbers
DOWNEY—Keep Downey Beautiful, a functional arm of the City of

Downey Public Works Department, has provided the following Hotline
Numbers for the public’s use: 

Graffiti
562-923-4484
Shopping Carts
800-252-4613
Illegal Dumping
562-904-1161
Household Hazardous Waste
1-800-CLEAN-LA

Legislative committee meets
DOWNEY – The Legislative Advocacy Committee of the Downey

Chamber of Commerce meets the third Thursday of every month at noon
in the boardroom of the Chamber, 11131 Brookshire Ave.

Embroiderers’ Guild welcomes guests
LONG BEACH—The Long Beach Chapter of the Embroiderers’

Guild of America, Inc., which meets the 4th Friday of the month, will meet
April 28 at St. Gregory Episcopal Church, 6201 East Willow St. in Long
Beach, with the group finishing their band sampler (designed and taught
by Sandi Cormaci-Boles) with nine new stitches.

Guests are welcome, and are requested to pay a $2 donation. Social
Hour is at 10 a.m.; the meeting/program begins at 11:30 a.m.
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Senior Citizens Club
celebrates anniversary

DOWNEY – The Downey Senior Citizens Recreation Club will cele-
brate its golden anniversary on April 24 at Los Amigos Country Club.
Dancing will begin at 10 a.m. and lunch will be served at noon.

There is an admission fee of $2 per week and an initial membership fee
of $3 per person and $4 per year thereafter to join the club.

The club also gets together the third Saturday of each month for a
dance from 7:30 to 10 p.m., in addition to various planned trips.

For more information on joining, call Nadine Morris at 923-9422.

Nurses needed for disaster preparedness
WHITTIER—The Red Cross Rio Hondo Chapter in Whittier, which

serves the communities of Bell Gardens, Downey, La Habra Heights, La
Mirada, Montebello, Norwalk, Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs, Whittier
and some unincorporated service areas, needs nurses to volunteer toward
preparedness for a major disaster.

To help, contact Rosina Smith, RN, at (562) 864-7842, or leave a mes-
sage for her at the Red Cross Chapter, (562) 945-3944.

Auto Club sponsors car-key legislation
DOWNEY—Motorists will have access day or night to replacing lost

or stolen high-tech electronic vehicle keys under a bill sponsored by the
Automobile Club of Southern California scheduled to receive its first leg-
islative committee hearing on April 18.

The bill requires the establishment of a safe, secure method for
motorists to obtain lectronic code information necessary to reporduce
many of today’s high-tech vehicle keys.

“New computer technology to prevent auto theft is being added to
more and more new vehicle keys each yearm,” said Hend Hasrouni, the
Auto Club’s Downey district manager. “However, motorists who lose
these new high-teck car keys often face delays, inconvenience and signif-
icantly more expense in replacing keys, because locksmiths and other car
repair facilities cannot obtain the information they need from car manufac-
turers in order to reproduce electronic keys.

“Greater security is an asset for consumers, but security improvement
should not come at the expense of placing motorists in an unsafe situation
or forcing them to pay unnecessarily high prices to obtain replacements.”



 
 
 
 

REAL ESTATE
ADVERTISING
(562) 904-3668

TOM PAPOULIAS – With Prudential 24 Hour Real Estate was
named Top Commercial Broker GCI for the Western Region 2005.
The award was presented during special awards ceremonies held
recently and attended by more than 46,000 real estate professionals
from the United States and Canada. Papoulias was also the winner of
the Pinnacle Award for 2nd place in commercial GCI in the United
States for 2005, in addition to the Chairman’s Circle – Diamond for
Top Agent in the Western Region 2005. 

SCAG submits plan for 
regional airport system

CORONA—The Southern California Association of Governments
(SCAG) presented a proposal recently for how Southern California can
develop and implement a regional airport system to accommodate future
passenger and freight demands. SCAG executive director Mark Pisano
testified before a special congressional hearing chaired by Rep. John Mica
(R-FL), Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee’s Subcommittee on Aviation, about “Meeting Future Aviation
Capacity Needs in Southern California.” Pisano testified that the success-
ful implementation of a regional airport system depends upon critical
ground access improvements to Southern California airports.

“SCAG has long advocated for the development of a truly regional air-
port system that minimizes growing pressures on LAX and maximizes use
of Southern California’s airport assets,” Pisano said. “The primary chal-
lenge of a decentralized aviation system relates to the fact that most of the
demand will continue to reside in the urban areas of Los Angeles and
Orange Counties, so meeting future airport needs are inextricably tied to
airport ground access.”

According to SCAG, approximately 90 million people currently utilize
Southern California’s airport system each year, with approximately 60.7
million using LAX. In terms of cargo demand, the regional system carried
approximately 2.8 million tons of cargo in 2004, with LAX responsible for
around 74 percent of that total cargo.

Woman’s Club releases
Pechanga trip schedule

DOWNEY – Due to the success of their monthly bus trips to the
Pechanga Entertainment Center in Temecula to benefit their Scholarship
Fund, the Woman’s Club of Downey has released their 2006 all-Monday
schedule: May 1, June 5, July 10, Aug. 7, Sept. 11, Oct. 2, Nov. 6 and Dec.
4.

The club’s first-class bus, provided by Pechanga, leaves at 8 a.m. and
returns to Downey between 5:30-6 p.m. Each guest receives a $5 voucher
for casino play and visitors are encouraged to register for a “Rewards
Card” at the casino for additional benefits.

Bingo is played on the bus going and returning, featuring a grab bag of
prizes.

Cost of each trip is $6 for Woman’s Club members, $11 for non-mem-
bers. Guests must be at least 21 years of age. The Woman’s Club opens at
7 a.m. on trip days to sell donuts and coffee.

All reservations must be paid at least one week prior to departure date.
No refunds will be made for last-minute cancellations.

For reservations or more information, call Jeanine Keys at 923-6620 or
Doris Patterson at 869-0377.

Youth football registration tomorrow
DOWNEY—Downey Youth Football (DYF) will hold registration for

the 2006 season tomorrow, April 15, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Furman
Park, 10419 Rives Avenue. DYF will conduct registration at the same time
and place on the first and third Saturday of every month.

DYF offers tackle and flag football and cheerleading for boys and girls
ages 5-14. There are approximately 10 spots left on each team and a wait-
ing list is already being established, with kids being placed on a first-come
first-paid basis.

Payment plans are offered and raffle tickets will be available to help
offset registration costs. DYF does not turn children away due to cost.

For more information and requirements, call Mike Baumann, DYF
Vice President, at (562) 889-3837 or Louis Morales, DYF President, at
(562) 928-0655.

DYF is also online at www.downeyrazorbacks.org.

Choralaires Barbershop
sings locally April 22

LA MIRADA—The Choralaires Barbershop Chorus presents its 56th
annual spring show at the La Mirada Theatre for the Performing Arts
Saturday, April 22 at 3 p.m.

This year’s production, entitled “Barbershop Americana,” will feature
traditional American music, including gospel, patriotic, and Broadway
selections, all performed by the chorus and their quartets, in their unique
four-part, “barbershop-style” harmony.

Jazz group
For jazz aficionados, the headliner guests will be “Ready, Willing, &

Mabel,” a mixed quartet whose vocal harmony has been described as a
“cocktail for the ears!” The critically-acclaimed vocal jazz group features
such old standards as, “For All We Know,” “This Can’t Be Love,” “Puttin’
On the Ritz,” and others, all performed in what has been described as
“dangerously close harmonies.”

Tickets for the show, now on sale, are $22 for premium seats, $18 for
regular seating; for seniors, children, and groups of 12 or more, tickets will
cost just $14 per person. There will only be one performance, and all seats
are reserved, so for best results, you are advised to order your tickets now.
For ticket information, contact Bill or Medea Niemand at (562) 923-5951,
or visit the Choralaires website at www.choralaires.org.



SONIA DELGADO – A new associate with Century 21 My Real
Estate, has an AA in Business from the New York, New York
University. “Sonia is highly skilled at business and negotiation. Her
ethics and positive attitude will help deliver exceptional service to her
clients,” said Angie Pierce, general manager. To contact Sonia, call
(562) 927-2626.

Masonic Lodge meeting every Monday
DOWNEY – Metropolitan Masonic Lodge #352 meets every Monday

at 6:30 p.m. at 8244 3rd St for their dinner and meeting. For more infor-
mation call 869-3521.

Coordinating Council salute to volunteers 
DOWNEY—The Downey Coordinating Council will hold their 52nd

annual Salute to Outstanding Volunteers and Installation Banquet
Thursday, May 11 at the Rio Hondo Event Center, from 6 to 9 p.m.

Applications have been sent to local organizations (who are members
of DCC) to nominate an honoree from their organization, for recognition
at the banquet. If you are a volunteer organization in the city of Downey
and not a DCC member, you may contact Lois Buchanan, (562) 927-9790
and make arrangements. Tickets are $25 per person.

City Affairs committee meets
DOWNEY – The City Affairs Committee of the Downey Chamber of

Commerce meets the second Wednesday of every month at noon in the
boardroom of the Chamber, 11131 Brookshire Ave.

Council agendas available online
DOWNEY – Complete City Council and Community Development

Commission agendas and minutes can be accessed on the City of Downey
website at www.downeyca.org.

Council and commission meetings are held on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of every month at 7:15 p.m. in the Council Chambers of
Downey City Hall.



CARPET, LINO.
& LAMINATE

Serving Downey since 1968.
12142 Woodruff Ave.
LIC#   421455. Call Kent

(562) 776-9933

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel
home and office, service
upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE
NO OBLIGATION ESTI-
MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

CUSTOM
AIRBRUSHING

Sports/motorcycle helmets, T-
shirts, cars & motorcycles.
Call Narciso

Studio (562) 861-7821
Cell (562) 787-5894

SERVICES

DRE APPROVED
REAL ESTATE

SCHOOL
Live sessions $199 reim-
bursed. Call Darlene

Century 21
My Real Estate Co.
(800) 641-2111 x 119

CLASSES

1 BED APT.
W/garage in city of
Be l l f l ower. Comple t e ly
remodeled, $850 mo.

(562) 858-6204

DOWNEY APT.
2 bed, 1 bath $1,100 + sec.
dep.

(562) 881-5635

FOR RENT

DWY. 3 BED, 2 BATH
Upgraded kitchen, granite
counter top, appl. stay, C/A &
heat, front & back yard, det. 2
car gar. Ask for Benjamin Rios.

(562) 755-3384

HOMES FOR SALE

FOUND
Small turtle near Tristan &
Baysinger Wed 3-30.

(562) 861-7424

ANIMALS/PETS

OFFICE HELP
An ability to travel to hair
shows.

(562) 903-1063
Fax: (562) 903-1064

LEGAL ASST./SEC.
Bilingual a must, for
Downey Law office.

(562) 904-2622
Fax Resume (562) 904-2688

DELIVERY DRIVER
WANTED

F-T position, must be 18 or
older. Call Palardy & Miller
Paint Co., Downey.

(562) 861-1257

P/T REAL ESTATE
RECEPTIONIST

Sat. & Sun., call Susie or Al.
(562) 923-8879

HOUSE CLEANER
Wanted 4 hrs. weekly $8 hr.

(562) 862-8642

EMPLOYMENT

1979 FIAT SPIDER
Convertible, runs good $2,200.

(323) 567-7538

AUTO SALE

HUGE MOVING SALE
Sat. & Sun., 7am, everything
must go, household items,
furn., appl., camping gear. etc.
6040 Main St., South Gate

GARAGE SALE

FREE PIANO
You pick up

(562) 929-4206

PIANO

N. DOWNEY HOUSE
3 bed, 1 3/4 bath very close to
schools. $2,100 mo. Good
credit a must.

(562) 619-7658
(562) 904-0920

DOWNEY 3 BED HOME
2 car gar. $1,695 mo.

(310) 617-3640

CHARMING DOWNEY
DUPLEX

1 bed, new carpet, vertical
blinds, fresh paint, remod-
eled, water, trash & gardener.
pd. No pets, non smoker, will
Check Credit $900.

June (562) 644-8270

DOWNEY APT.
$1,025 mo., 1 bed, 1 bath all
utilities pd., access to washer
& dryer.

(562) 754-3797

SMALL BEDROOM
Sep. enterance share bath.
$500 mo. Senior citizen pref.
No illegal drugs.

(562) 923-9158
(562) 237-3903

3 BED, 2 BATH HOME
Gar., new paint, carpet,
floors, spacious backyard
$1,750 mo. + dep.
11314 Crossdale Ave. Nwk.

(562) 804-7889

BACHELOR 1 BED
Refurbished, secure close in.

(562) 861-8615

1 BED APT.
Utilities pd., stove provided,
refurbished $850 mo.

(562) 927-8001

FOR RENT

SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, senior dis-
counts, differences, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

ARMAS PATCHING
Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas

(562) 923-8227

D&D FLOOR SERVICE
Experienced. Specializing in
refinishing & restoration of
hardwood flooring. Licensed,
bonded, & insured. Free esti-
mates. Lic#852346.

(562) 572-8397

MACHADO
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Room additions, roofing,
kitchen and bath remodeling,
window replacement, paint.
Senior discount. Lic#574972

(562) 803-8630
(323) 294-8745

ACTION PAINTING &
CONSTRUCTION

Int. & ext. painting, stucco,
windows & remodeling.
Lic. 456722. Call Steve
Kennedy

(562) 928-7680

SERVICES
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