
Ian Smith: A man
young at heart

BY BROOKE KARLI
THE DOWNEY PATRIOT

DOWNEY – Ian Smith, 46, stands tall
and slender, and on this particular day, he is
wearing a button-up shirt, jeans and yellow
tennis shoes. He has platinum-gray hair and
wears reading glasses, none of which mask
his sparkling personality and vibrant smile.
Just by looking at him, you would never
guess that he nearly lost his life 10 weeks
ago.

It was almost 15 years ago when Smith
was diagnosed with Viral Cardiomyopathy, a
disease where, “the heart loses its ability to
pump blood and, in some instances, heart
rhythm is disturbed, leading to irregular
heartbeats, or arrhythmias,” according to healthnewsflash.com.

According to healthnewsflash.com, the disease is quite rare, affecting
only 50,000 Americans per year and is a leading reason for heart trans-
plants. In addition, the exact cause of the muscle damage is usually never
found.

Although not confirmed, it is believed the virus was caught while
Smith was visiting King Tut’s tomb in Egypt seven years prior to his diag-
nosis.  After returning from his trip, Smith slowly started to gain weight
and was beginning to be short of breath quicker and easier. “I knew some-
thing was wrong when I couldn’t walk across the room without having to
stop and catch my breath,” said Smith.

He then made a trip to the hospital where he was later told of his con-
dition.

Friday, February 23, 2007 Vol. 5 No. 49 11525 Downey Ave., Suite A, Downey, CA 90241

Downey’s Mr. Phil
See Page 8

Bond refinancing
See Page 4

Iraq commentary
See Page 5

-inative show with a most haunt-
ingscore.” The musical received
six Tony nominations, including
Best Actor, Best Musical Score and
Best Director. Since leaving
Broadway, it has not played for
over 30 years.

Cast members include Jeffrey
Landman, Stephen Reynolds,
Susan Dohan, Erin Marie and oth-
ers.

“ ‘Roar of the Greasepaint and
Smell of the Crowd’ is a show you
will not want to miss,” said Moode,
who is also the show’s director and
executive producer.

“Roar” will be presented
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
with Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m.
Orchestra seats are $35 and bal-
cony seats $30.

Group rates are available. For
information and tickets, call (562)
923-1714. The box office is open
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 1 to 5
p.m.

Gafin will host series 
of town hall meetings 

Councilman available to the public in a series
of meetings set to begin March 1.

DOWNEY – Mayor Pro Tem David Gafin will update residents and
business owners on the current state of the city, while discussing the chal-
lenges and successes of District 1, when he hosts a series of town hall
meetings throughout the month of March.

“I want to hear from my constituents and update them on the happen-
ings of the city,” Gafin said. “Involvement is a fundamental ingredient to
making our democracy work. My constituents elected me to represent
them and getting together with them at their convenience to discuss our
progress is extremely important to me.”

Gafin will host five town hall meetings.
Residents are invited to attend any of the meetings, which are listed

below:
March 1 6 – 7 p.m.    Alameda School, 8613 Alameda Street
March 7 6 – 7 p.m.    Carpenter School, 9439 Foster Street
March 15 6 – 7 p.m.    Gauldin School, 9724 Spry Street
March 21 6 – 7 p.m.    Ward School, 8851 Adoree Street
March 29 6 – 7 p.m.    Lewis School, 13220 Bellflower Blvd.
Free child care will be provided during the meetings and no reserva-

tions are required. Meetings will follow similar format with question-and-
answer periods at the end of each meetings. Ending times may run over
based on attendance.

Residents should call City Hall at (562) 904-7286 with questions.

Time Traveler
See HEART, page 2

Bank robbery suspect
sought by police

BY BROOKE KARLI
THE DOWNEY PATRIOT

DOWNEY – The Downey Police
Department, as well as the FBI, are looking for
a suspect wanted for the robberies of two Bank
of America’s in Downey.

On Feb. 10, around 1:55 p.m., a male sus-
pect entered the Bank of America located at
10010 Paramount Blvd. and presented a note
to a teller indicating he had a gun. The note
also demanded that the teller empty his regis-
ter and hand over all cash, authorities said.

A very similar situation happened at the
Bank of America located at 7878 Imperial
Hwy. on Feb. 2. Investigators believe the robberies involve the same sus-
pect. 

Tellers at both locations obeyed the suspect’s demands.
The suspect is described as being a Caucasian or Hispanic male

between the ages of 30 and 40, 5-foot-8-inches tall and weighing 170
pounds with brown eyes and facial hair.  He was last seen wearing a long-
sleeve, dark flannel shirt, a dark-colored baseball cap and prescription
glasses. 

He was seen leaving the most recent robbery in a late 1990’s black,
four-door Geo or Toyota.

Suspect is considered armed and dangerous, authorities said. Anyone
with information regarding these robberies is asked to contact Detective
Sam Gatfield at (562) 904-2391. 

A ‘Roar’ of an opening

Erin Marie stars as Urchin in the musical comedy, “The Roar of the
Greasepaint - The Smell of the Crowd,” which opens this weekend at
the Downey Theatre. Marie has various stage, television and movie
credits, including roles in “Hollywood Nights,” “Hollywood Nights 2”
The Supermodel Edition” “Nightcap” and “Secret Needs.” For tickets
to “Roar,” call (562) 923-1714. The musical comedy will run for 10
performances and closes Marach 11.

Young up-and-coming singer Allinda will perform songs by Celine
Dion, Whitney Houston and other well-known artists at a free per-
formance tonight, Feb. 23, at La Villa Peruvian Restaurant in Downey
(corner of Downey Avenue and Stewart & Gray Road). Allinda, who
has been described as having “powerful and beautiful vocals,” will
open for Sebastian Sidi, who will perform instrumental music from
his own blend of rock, classical and tango. For reservations, call (562)
923-1219. Showtime is 8 p.m.

Musical comedy ‘Roar of the Greasepaint’ opens at Downey
Theatre. Tickets still available.

DOWNEY – “The Roar of the
Greasepaint – The Smell of the
Crowd,” the next production of the
Downey Civic Light Opera
(DCLO), opens this weekend at the
Downey Theatre.

The musical comedy will run
through March 11 for 10 total per-
formances.

A stylized “Laurel and Hardy”
set to music, “Roar” is an exuber-
ant, laugh-out-loud tale of how
class differences can ultimately
make way for mutual understand-
ing, Marsha Moode, executive pro-
ducer of DCLO, said. The musical
score features the ballad “Who Can
I Turn To,” “A Wonderful Day Like
Today,” “The Joker,” “Feeling
Good,” and “Nothing Can Stop Me
Now.”

All songs were written by
Leslie Bincusse and Anthony
Newley.

The New York Post called
“Roar” a “delightful, freshly imag- 

See TRAVELER, page 8
See COMMENTS, page 5

When balloonist tried 
his luck in Downey

BY JOHN ADAMS
EDITOR EMERITUS

Well before the Wright Brothers made their historic powered
flight on the sands of Kitty Hawk, N.C., in 1903, balloonists
were making themselves known in Downey. 

Local historian Herb Prentice writes that one brave Prof. E.E. Harris
first attempted an ascension on April 7, 1892, from the park between the
railroad tracks and First Street (Firestone Boulevard). The wind was too
strong and the event was called off. 

And the first try the following day was a failure as well. Due to the
alleged inexperience of the assistant the airship was not sufficiently
charged with hot air, and after reaching a most modest height of 50 feet,
slowly descended. Worse, on the second attempt to inflate it, it caught fire
and burned. 

Council announcements
cover varied topics

BY ERIC PIERCE
CITY EDITOR

DOWNEY – Councilwoman Anne Bayer said she was proud to deliv-
er an award to 11-year-old artist and Downey Unified School District stu-
dent Eduardo Rodriguez this month at the City of Hope in Duarte.

The comment came during the council announcement portion of last
week’s city council meeting.

Bayer said Rodriguez put on a one-person show and she was happy to
represent the city in honoring him. She also commented on a recent L.A.
County Sanitation meeting she recently attended.

Councilman Kirk Cartozian spoke on a recent Independent Cities
Association session he attended with Mayor Rick Trejo. He said the ses-
sion, which was trimmed from three days to one, covers many topics,
including municipal policing and school violence.

Councilman Mario Guerra said he recently attended a meeting of the
Southeast Los Angeles County Workforce Investment Board, replacing
Bayer. He also said he would like to see the City explore the idea of imple-
menting an internship program for youth and young adults.

Guerra also raised questions about homeland security grant money the
council approved in December. Staff said the city was still working to
secure the money.

Guerra praised Downey Police for their response to a recent robbery at
a McDonald’s in Downey. He also said he would like the City to set a
vision for Downtown Downey.



District attorney speaking on fraud
DOWNEY – Los Angeles District Attorney Bobby Zoumberakis will

be the guest speaker at the Feb. 27 meeting of the Rise ‘N Shine
Networking Group, an organization of the Downey Chamber of
Commerce.

The meeting starts at 7:30 a.m. at Nordic Fox restaurant. There is no
cost, other than an order from the menu.

Zoumberakis will speak on “Fraud & Restitution in Business.” The
community is invited to attend.

RSVPs are requested by calling (562) 923-2191.

Judaism introduction class starting soon
DOWNEY – Temple Ner Tamid of Downey will continue its series of

Introduction to Judaism classes with a six-week block beginning Feb. 25.
Rabbie Len Muroff and Cantor Ellen Jaffe-Gill will teach the classes,

which will focus primarily on Jewish holidays occurring in the winter and
spring. Class will meet in the Temple’s conference room from 10 a.m. to
noon on Sundays, except for March 4, when it will meet from 2 to 4 p.m.,
shortly before the Temple’s celebration of the holiday of Purim.

Any adult interested in learning about Judaism is invited to sign up for
the course. The fee for Temple non-members is $100 for each six-week
group of classes.

Temple Ner Tamid is located at 10629 Lakewood Boulevard, between
Florence and Firestone. The Temple holds Shabbat Services every Friday
at 7:30 p.m. which is open to everyone.

For more information about Introduction to Judaism, or any other
Temple program, call (562) 861-9276 or e-mail
templenertamid1@juno.com.

Downey Art League meeting Feb. 27
DOWNEY – The Traditional Artist’s Guild of Paramount and Downey

Art League will welcome demonstrator Carmen Armiento at their Feb. 27
meeting at Furman Park. The meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. and is free and
open to the public.

Armiento’s favorite medium is oil, although she’s also well acquaint-
ed with other media, including soft and oil pastels, acrylics, watercolors
and tempera. Her formal training began in her native country of Argentina.

She also earned a teaching credential in fine arts from Cal State Long
Beach.

For information on the meeting, call (562) 803-5857.

Free tax services for firefighters
DOWNEY – Liberty Tax Service is waiving tax preparation fees for

firefighters. The tax breaks will be honored March 3-11.
“Often the service these community servants provide puts them in

harm’s way to keep our streets and neighborhoods safe. They respond
quickly to our needs, and we wish to show our appreciation in this way,”
Hiral Kapadia, owner of the Liberty Tax Service Downey branch, said.
“This is our way of saying thanks.

Liberty Tax Service is at 8646 E. Florence Avenue in Downey. For
information, call (562) 904-1040.

Best Buy Downey teamed up with the Salvation Army over the holi-
day season to help the less fortunate. Best Buy adopted a family of
eight, which employees provided toys, clothing and necessities for. For
volunteer opportunities with Best Buy Downey, e-mail
Charlene.poodenpah@bestbuy.com.

Constance Lenore Smith (5 pounds, 4 ounces) and Victoria Cecile
Smith (5 pounds, 12 ounces) were born to Zachary and Kathryn
Smith of Roseville, Calif. on February 9. Grandparents Ian and
Victoria Smith reside in Downey. 

Annual GOOD 
luncheon sold out 

BY JOHN ADAMS
EDITOR EMERITUS

DOWNEY—-House capacity seems the only limit on the popular
annual Gangs Out of Downey Honors and Awards Luncheon set for April
18 at the Rio Hondo Events Center.

The event is sold out (all 400 seats) as of this writing. Gangs Out of
Downey was founded by a group of community and business leaders in
1988. Area businessman Phil Presicci gave the group its name. Since then
it has raised millions of dollars in support of police and law enforcement.

Causes include anti-graffiti, the 10-20 Club which works to keep
youngsters in school, and away from gangs and drugs, and police presence
as counselors on campuses. 

For information on sponsorships and contributions, call Stan Hanstad
of the school district at (562) 469-6541; Darrell Jackson, GOOD President
at (562) 618-2550; or Barbara Lamberth of the Downey Federal Credit
Union at (562) 861-8141 ext 223.

Smith responded to an ad in the Los Angeles Times asking readers to
volunteer themselves for medical research and for 14 years, Smith has
been actively involved with medical research at the Cardiovascular
Medicine Group of Southern California in Beverly Hills. After years of
wearing special devices and ingesting pharmaceutical medicines – and his
condition not getting any better – Smith realized it was time to look into
transplant options. 

In October of 2006, Smith entered Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and
began his preparations for a heart transplant. But while tests were being
done, it was discovered that he had prostate cancer. After five operations,
the cancer was successfully removed and Smith was ready for a new heart.

At three o’clock in the morning on Dec. 13, Smith received the phone
call his family had been waiting for: a new heart was being flown in from
Stanford Medical Center.   

All he knew about the donor was that it was a healthy 20-30 year old
male from San Francisco with the same body size and blood type. “I have
the heart of a stud,” said Smith jokingly.

Eleven days after his heart transplant, Smith came home and has had
to battle infection and rejection of the new heart. There are certain things
Smith will never be able to enjoy again the rest of his life, such as eating
sushi, sitting in a Jacuzzi or traveling to third-world countries. However,
the transplant gave Smith a “second-chance at life” and for that, he is
grateful. 

Smith and his wife, Vickie, currently reside in Downey and have three
children – Zachary, Landon and Brittany. Zachary and his wife just deliv-
ered twins, Smith’s first grandchildren. 

Smith has started his own business – a barbecue branding company
called “Brand By Name,” and is in the process of writing a book about the
Civil War. He also hopes to volunteer at local hospitals.

“I want to encourage everyone I meet to talk to family members and
discuss what their desires would be if such a decision was presented to
them as to what to do with their organs upon death,” said Smith. “It’s not
an easy conversation, but you could make someone’s year and/or their
life.”

For more information on Smith and Viral Cardiomyopathy, visit his
blog at ianhsmith.blogspot.com.

HEART
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Fly fishers offer class on rod construction
DOWNEY – The Downey Fly Fishers Club has announced they will

begin holding a series of free classes on fly rod construction. 
The first class Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. will afford participants an opportuni-

ty to enroll and purchase all necessary kits and materials to fabricate a fly
rod. Those who plan to use their own supplies don’t need to attend this
meeting.

Actual rod building will begin March 14 from 7 to 9 p.m. and will con-
tinue the next three Wednesdays, March 21, 28 and April 4. All classes will
be held at the Barbara J. Riley Community Center in Downey.

More information is available by calling John at (562) 924-9697 or
Brian at (562) 425-7936. The club encourages pre-enrollment.

Outstanding kids sought for Hall of Fame
DOWNEY – Nominations are being taken for the Kids Day Hall of

Fame, which honors the extraordinary achievements of Downey’s youth.
For information, call (562) 904-7238.



Christian club examines bad hair days
DOWNEY – Kris Peterson will speak on “Having a Bad Hair Day” at

the March 14 meeting of the Downey Christian Women’s Club at Los
Amigos Country Club.

Men are invited to the luncheon, which starts at 11:45 a.m.
The meeting will also feature a presentation on “Ladybug Originals”

by Dorothy Persinger. Diane Pierce will provide music.
The cost to attend the buffet lunch is $12. Reservations are requested

by calling Sonja at (562) 862-4347 or Delores at (562) 868-7135.

Reservations due soon for luncheon
DOWNEY – The OLPH Women’s Guild will hold its annual luncheon

honoring their past presidents on March 10 at the Rio Hondo Events
Center at 11 a.m. Price of admission is $25 and reservations are due by
March 5.

Payments should be sent to Polly Glenn, 7314 Cleargrove Dr.,
Downey, CA 90240. Checks should be made payable to Catholic Women’s
Guild.

Rancho’s Amistad Gala March 24
LONG BEACH – The 21st Annual Amistad Gala, an evening to ben-

efit the patients of Rancho Los Amigos Rehabilitation Center, will be held
March 24 at the Westin Long Beach Hotel in Long Beach.

The black-tie event is titled “The Art of Partnership” and will feature
a silent auction and reception starting at 5:30 p.m. and dinner and program
at 7.

Rancho will be honoring Bank of America, Robert Thome, Marilyn
Pires and the Los Amigos Research & Education.

For information on attending, call (562) 401-7053. 

Watch the Academy Awards in style 
DOWNEY – Soroptimist International of Downey has announced

plans for its fourth annual Academy Awards gala, scheduled for Feb. 25 at
the Rio Hondo Events Center.

Attendees can enjoy the Academy Awards live on a 15-ft. projection
screen. A red carpet will be laid out as people try to guess the winners, bid
on silent auction items and win prizes.

Formal attire is requested, black tie is optional.
Appetizers and no-host cocktails start at 4:30 p.m. followed by dinner

at 6. Cost is $60 per person or $480 for a table of eight with preferred seat-
ing. Money raised will go towards helping local women and children.

For more information, call Dorothy Pemberton at (562) 927-9908.
Invitations are available by calling Carol Rowland (562) 904-7159.

Hospice manager is guest speaker
DOWNEY – Ginger Askew, Volunteer Services Manager for Hospice

Touch, Inc., located in Santa Ana, will be the guest speaker at Downey
Memorial Christian Church on Feb. 25.

Askew will share the benefits of hospice care for terminally ill patients
and their families, as well as the rewards of becoming a hospice volunteer.
The community is invited to the meeting, which starts at 10:30 a.m.

Downey Memorial Christian Church is located at 8441 E. Florence
Avenue.

Pictured above, left to right, are OLPH Women’s Guild members
Lucy Guastella, Joyce Prokop, Charlene McCluskey and Polly Glenn,
who are in the midst of planning their annual luncheon this year set
for March 10.

Fifteen-year-old Dayana Labrada, a student at Warren High School
and daughter of Xiomara Santana and Juan Labrada, has been cho-
sen as a state finalist in the Miss California American Junior Teen
Pageant to be held May 25-27 at the Airport Marriot Hotel in Los
Angeles. Dayana, a member of Warren’s tennis team and active in
CSF and Girl’s League, is being sponsored by her mother and her
family. To contribute to her sponsorship, e-mail xmsanta@aol.com.

Employees save man
trapped under a car

Quick thinking saves the life of an elderly man
pinned beneath his car.

BY BROOKE KARLI
THE DOWNEY PATRIOT

DOWNEY – It is not often you hear about someone saving another’s
life while at work, especially when it is not in your job description. And
for two 1-800-GOT-JUNK employees, they were just doing their job when
they had to make a life-saving decision. 

On Feb. 4, John Korkis and Scott Naito were at a junk removal site in
Downey when they noticed a man trapped under the front tire of his vehi-
cle in the driveway of the home. 

The Downey Fire Department later identified the man as 85-year-old
Onnis Lovette.  

Using a car-jack to raise the vehicle, Korkis and Naito performed CPR
after realizing Lovette was not breathing. For approximately 8-10 min-
utes, Korkis pumped Lovette’s chest while Naito breathed air into him.
Lovette regained consciousness and began to breathe when the para-
medics arrived.

“We can’t figure out how he ended up under the car,” said Korkis. “I’m
just glad I remembered how to perform CPR and was able to help.”

Lovette was immediately transported to St. Francis Medical Center in
critical condition.

Tour will travel to see
‘Pageant of Our Lord’

DOWNEY — The Downey Adult School Creative Great Western Tour
will travel to the Rolling Hills Estates on March 25 to view a theatrical
masterpiece that places live models into some of the world’s most
renowned works of art.

Participants will experience the life of Jesus Christ through living
reproductions of works of art and music, created by 300 volunteers.

The tour group will enjoy dinner at an Italian restaurant following the
presentation.

Registration is open and is $69 per person. The cost includes motor-
coach transportation, “Pageant of Our Lord” tickets, dinner at Il Toscano
Ristorante, and driver’s gratuity. Harriett Paine is the tour escort.

To register or for more information, call Downey Adult School at (562)
940-6213. Tour registration coupons are available in the school’s main
office can be mailed upon request.

“Give me a museum and I’ll fill it.”
--Pablo Picasso

www.TheDowneyPatriot.com

Come Visit Us On Our Website at:
www. TheDowneyPatriot.com



The Poets’ Corner
The Old Man Down the Road

She strides across the room
on pale legs straight from Eden

She laughs a lot
bold, but sometimes

uncertain
I want this woman

with ears as fine as seashells
I have a fantasy

a grassy Eden
somewhere

is ours
I saw her cry once — softly

on a sensamilla Sunday
suddenly a rainbow of the senses

“I can’t talk about it now,” she said
leaving.

Eyes turned seaward, I sip my scotch
water and the sand it leaves

are timeless.
Do we ever really know each other?

Innocent child
where were you today
in their lost sea of cash and alcohol madness?

When we met you were a distant trip
all silver and starlight

The tie your teacher wore
the one you so adored

was what your falling?
Didn’t he tell you

this April of your life
was meant for sunshine?

Now, day-by-day
you fritter time away

hands filled with trays and glasses
The dumb and faceless stagger past

each table seems your last
Time is neither yours nor mine

little darling.
We shall not speak about it now

the where, the when, the how
your tears are not for me

an old man down the road
and the gardens everywhere

are dying...
—John Adams,

Downey

 
 
 
 

See SCHOOL BOARD, page 10

DUSD board OK’s
bond refinancing 

BY HENRY VENERACION
STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY—The Board of the Downey Unified School District, at
Tuesday’s regular meeting, adopted a resolution (No. 200607-10) author-
izing the execution and delivery of a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement
with California Municipal Finance Authority, establishing the ad hoc
Downey School Facilities Financing Authority.

In a “separate” session, the Financing Authority approved its by-laws
and a conflict of interest code and authorized the issuance and sale of 2007
General Obligation Revenue Bonds in the principal amount of no more
than $24 million for the construction of public capital improvements and
purchase of General Obligation Refunding Bonds from the District, to
which the Board agreed (Resolution No. 200607-11).

The net effect, explained Asst. Superintendent-Business Services
Kevin Condon, is a reduction in the tax burden on the local property own-
ers. He said the additional benefit is the release of $1.5 million in addition-
al capital funds to be expended on school modernization.   

The Board meanwhile heard a presentation by West Middle School
Principal Craig Bertsch, who lauded its students and teachers for raising
almost $4700 benefiting children from Africa and South America (and
indeed around the world). A sum was reserved for food and medicine for
children and families affected by AIDS. 

The effort was made in connection with the school’s Character Counts
Social Studies Department’s recent Worldvision fundraiser. Coordinator
was Social Studies Teacher Gina Gallion. 

The Board also recognized Carpenter Elementary for receiving a Title
1 Achieving School award. Carpenter’s API, said Principal Paula Barnes,
has gone from 588 at its opening to an outstanding 772 this year. 

Said Barnes: “We believe that professional collaboration and team-
work underlay our success as a school—collaboration in developing
school-wide curricular goals, collaboration in aligning instruction to stan-
dards, collaboration in determining instructional pacing, teamwork in
meeting the needs of underperforming students, and collaboration in pro-
fessional reflection on the quality of our program and the path to improved
performance. We think a shared vision of what is to be a successful school
is fundamental to creating the reality of that vision.” 

“All of this, of course, would not be possible without the support of our
colleagues in the District office and the members of the Board of
Education,” she said.

In other action the Board:
•Received the official 2007 California School Boards Association

Delegate Assembly Ballot for Region 24, and casted votes for no more
than six candidates; 

•Accepted with gratitude gifts from the private sector to the district,
including a cash donation of $3,000 to be used for field trip expenses at
Lewis Elementary School, from Lewis Elementary PTA; and a cash dona-
tion of $10,000 to provide counseling services to children at the TLC
Center, from the Mary R. Stauffer Foundation;

Over 500 swimmers are anticipated for the Metro Section Spring
Championship to be hosted by the Downey Dolphins at the Downey
Community Aquatics Center March 3-4. The community is invited to
attend the meet. For information on Downey Dolphins, call (562) 862-
1820 or visit www.downeydolphinswimteam.net.

Library honors Dr. Seuss’ birthday
DOWNEY – Preschool children and their parents can celebrate the

birthday of beloved author Dr. Seuss with a special storytime at the
Downey City Library Feb. 27 from 10:30 to 11 a.m.

Books by Dr. Seuss will be read and kids will make “crazy” hats and
enjoy cupcakes.

“If you love Dr. Seuss, don’t miss this free storytime event,” said
Children’s Librarian Gina Orello.

The library is located at 11121 Brookshire Avenue. For information,
call Children’s Services at (562) 904-7360, ext. 4.

Fifth graders will be
treated to free concert

Donation from the Hoag Foundation makes free
concert possible.

DOWNEY – All fifth graders in the Downey Unified School District
will be treated to a performance by the Downey Symphony Orchestra at
the Downey Theatre on March 21.

The Hoag Foundation will donate funds to the Downey Symphonic
Society’s “Music in the Schools” program to help  make the concert pos-
sible.

During the concert, the conductor and various orchestra members will
explain musical terms and concepts before students listen to the pieces of
music. Teachers will prepare students for the performance using study
materials provided by the Downey Symphonic Society.

There are 1,650 fifth graders in DUSD.

Poems for the Poets’ Corner can be submitted by writing to The Downey
Patriot, 11525 Downey Ave., Suite A, Downey, CA 90241 or via e-mail to
downeypatriot@yahoo.com.



Letters to the Editor:

Roybal-Allard: New direction needed in Iraq

Letters to the editor may be submitted by writing to The Downey Patriot,
11525 Downey Ave., Suite A, Downey CA 90241 or by e-mail to
downeypatriot@yahoo.com

Relay for Life info session
and kick-off Monday

DOWNEY – An information session and kickoff party for the
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life will take place Feb. 26 at 6:30
p.m. inside the Downey Adult School cafeteria. The community is invited
to attend.

The actual Relay for Life will take place June 9-10 on the field of
Downey Adult School, where hundreds of Downey residents will take
turns walking or running around a track to raise funds for cancer search,
community education, legislative advocacy and patient service programs.

Relay for Life is a 24-hour event that also honors cancer survivors and
victims.

For information on the Relay or opportunities to get involved as a vol-
unteer, call Karina Madariaga at (562) 940-6236 or the Downey Rio
Hondo Unit at (562) 776-0201.

Guerra said he took exception to a recent story in The Downey Patriot
concerning a study session on the Downey Studios property. The story
quoted Cartozian as saying the session may have been illegal. Guerra said
he conferred with the city attorney and manager and was assured that
everything was done properly.

Lastly, Guerra said he would like the City website to be more interac-
tive and contain more community links, including links to sports programs
and youth groups. He also said the website could contain a tie-in with the
school district’s Character Counts program.

Councilman Dave Gafin applauded Unity in the Community and their
three-year anniversary. He also said he would like to see a Neighborhood
Watch program included when the City prepares its next budget.

Gafin also commented on the town hall meetings he will begin hosting
March 1. He said the meetings will include a 20-minute PowerPoint pres-
entation and a question-and-answer session. He thanked staff and the
school district for their assistance with the meetings.

Trejo also spoke on the Independent Cities Association and said many
of the ideas presented at the session regarding school safety were already
in place in Downey schools. He also reminded the public that both
Downey and Warren High Schools had advanced to the opening round of
CIF playoffs in boys basketball. (Both schools later lost.)

City Manager Gerald Caton praised city staff and offered condolences
to the family of Ken Miller, who recently passed away.

The council meeting was adjourned in his honor.

Behind the Walls
By Eric Pierce

Downey Police Chief Roy Campos, along with Captain
Rick Esteves, was gracious enough to give The Patriot a full,
uninhibited tour of Downey Police Department headquarters
this week. There was no special reason, just a chance for press
and police to get to know each other better.

The compound is large and sprawling, with a dizzying
array of offices, departments, lockers and cubbyholes tucked
around every corner. Cameras are placed strategically
throughout most of the complex, as are automatic disinfectant
dispensers for employees who sometimes find themselves in
sticky – and dirty – situations.

The jail was empty at the time of our visit, but the dank-
ness and solitude of the cells was ubiquitous. Each tiny cell
was barren except for a concrete bench, a roll of toilet paper
and a stainless steel toilet. And unless it’s unusually busy,
each inmate gets their own cell.

“It’s not like on TV,” assured Captain Esteves, “we don’t
just throw them in one big room and say ‘Have at it.’ ”

And you probably won’t find a 300-lb. hillbilly playing a
harmonica tune in this jail. No, more common here is the
stumbling drunk driver police hauled off a Downey street at 2
in the morning.

The drunk gets six to eight hours to get sober before a fam-
ily member is called to pick him up.

Also housed inside the walls of the department: Downey’s
CSI unit, detective’s bureau, an interrogation room (complete
with lie detector), dispatch, code enforcement, traffic divi-
sion, records, and a whole lot more.

It’s serious work what police do, yet I couldn’t help but
feel a little excited as we roamed the halls. And every officer,
detective and personnel member we encountered during the
tour stopped what they were doing just to say hi. 

It was refreshing to feel so welcome.
And it was all so genuine.
I was taught as a child to wave whenever I saw a police

officer driving by. It helped to build trust and friendship.
It’s a trust and friendship that continues to this day.

COMMENTS
Continued from page 1

Lamenting over Johnie’s Broiler
Dear Editor: 

The rise and fall of Harvey’s Broiler Restaurant Drive-In and Chubby
Big Boy Hamburger. 

I am a resident of Downey since February 1953. I was a waitress at
Harvey’s Broiler from the April 1958 opening to October 1968.

What a unique building and wonderful restaurant to work – the food
unequalled in the southeast area prepared daily on the premises, while
serving regular customers. 

The owners, Harvey and Minnie Ortner, were good employers, provid-
ing Blue Cross health insurance to all their non-union employees.

Alas, the good times end and the fall begins. Enter the 1960’s – Mr.
Ortner becomes ill and good management no longer exists. The food no
longer unequalled as the chef and baker quit. No longer a security guard
to control the drive-in area, allowing alcohol and drug users to park for
hours. No food orders – only orange juice and coke for their alcohol mix-
ers. 

Then, the cursed cruisers begin their non-stop circling of the building,
not allowing customers to enter or leave after dining. Due to these embar-
rassing situations, I quit.

I suppose the cruising ended after the next owner allowed truckers to
park their semi-trucks 24-hours on the lot, also creating an eye-sore to the
area. 

I do not lament the demise of the building as it died in the 1960’s. I do
lament the end of the wonderful restaurant and the caring owners of 38
years ago. 
—Catherine Reed,
Downey

Beloved Johnie’s? Get real
Dear Editor:

I was recently in Downey and read the articles about the demolition of
Johnie’s Broiler. The article that really caught my attention was the one
that described the broiler as “our beloved Harvey’s/Johnie’s Broiler.”

Get real. I have been coming to Downey for the past 45 years and have
eaten at the drive-in several times. The last I was by there it was a car lot
and the building looked pretty run down. I even thought at that time it
should be knocked down and something new built in its place.

If the City of Downey and the Downey Historical Society wanted to
restore it why don’t you put your money where your mouth is and buy it?
What right does the City or the Historical Society have to force anyone to
keep an old building? They don’t own it and they haven’t paid the taxes
on it.

I say let the owners build their “retail shopping mart” and government
get back in your place.

One other thing, about the McDonald’s at Florence and Lakewood
being the first, wrong again.
— Bob Riding,
St. George, Utah

The following is the complete text of Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-
Allard’s statement presented on the floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives on February 15, 2007

“Madame Speaker, I rise to support the resolution and to express my
opposition to the President’s plan to send additional troops to Iraq.

While I rise as a member of this House who opposed authorization of
the Iraq war, I also rise as a member of the new congressional Majority-
representing millions of Americans who voted for a new direction in Iraq.
And I rise representing my own 34th Congressional District of California
whose constituents overwhelmingly oppose this troop increase.

Perhaps most importantly, I rise as the proud step-mother of a US
Army serviceman who served in Iraq, and the proud wife of a Marine who
saw two tours of duty in Vietnam. 

While I will never personally experience war on the ground, I can
speak from a wife and mother’s perspective about what it means to have a
loved one sent into harm’s way. 

More than four years ago, I spoke from that very perspective when I,
with many of my colleagues, urged the President to exhaust all diplomat-
ic efforts, give the UN weapons inspectors a chance to finish their job, and
if necessary, establish a multilateral coalition force to confront Saddam
before invading Iraq. 

These steps would have made it possible to say to my step-son and to
all of our nation’s sons and daughters, “your country did everything in its
power to keep you from harm’s way.”

Regrettably, the President did not do everything in his power to keep
See IRAQ, page 10

them from harm’s way. 
We know now that decisions to invade Iraq were based on at best

faulty intelligence, and at worst, intelligence skewed to favor a specific
policy outcome. 

It is breathtaking now to consider how incomplete, simplistic, or just
plain wrong our intelligence and projections were about the need to invade
Iraq. 

It is breathtaking to consider the costs to this nation of this ill con-
ceived and mismanaged war in which billions of dollars have been spent
without significant and appropriate oversight of the war effort, the occu-
pation, or the plan for reconstruction and withdrawal from Iraq.

Even more tragic is the huge price that has been paid in American and
Iraqi lives, and in our esteem around the world.

Madame Speaker, I share the commitment of my husband and step-son
and that of all Americans to defend this nation against our enemies.

And I believe, even as a peaceful nation, we should be resolute in our
determination to defend our country against hostile interests. 

But the bar to war must be set high, and information on which we base
our entry into war or escalate our involvement, must be clear, compelling,
and as unfiltered as possible.

The President did not in good faith make the case to preemptively and
unilaterally go to war in Iraq, and he has not made the case for this esca-
lation.



On This Day...
February 23, 1848: John Quincy Adams, the sixth president of the United States, dies at age 80. He
had suffered a stroke on the floor of the House of Representatives two days earlier.
1903: The United States leases Guantanamo Bay from Cuba.
1905: Rotary Club holds its first meeting.
1965: Comedian Stan Laurel dies at age 74.
2000: Carlos Santana wins a record-tying eight Grammy Awards for his album, “Supernaturual.”

SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY



We are
w h a t
w e

eat. So true. In
terms of person-
al health habits,
nutrition is per-
haps the area I
get the most
questions about, with the major
focus on FAT. But are all fats
unhealthful?

I know that many of my
patients come in quite confused.
Let’s demystify this today.

Fats have a bad reputation. It’s
important to understand that there
are different types of fat, and some
are necessary for good health.
Note, by the way, that every fat has
the same number of calories, which
means they can all make you
equally...fat. If weight loss is your
goal, then you need to limit all of
them, but not completely avoid
them. More on this later!
Saturated fats, however, can not
only cause that dreaded weight
gain, but are also a major cause of
arteriosclerosis (clogging of the
arteries) and coronary heart dis-
ease.

So which fats are good? Fats
fall into two categories: Saturated
fats and unsaturated fats. In a nut-
shell: Saturated fats are bad,
unsaturated fats are generally OK
in moderation. Saturated fats
come from animal foods (meat,
cheese, ice cream, butter, eggs, and
other dairy) and a few oils like
palm kernel. These fats are not
necessary for health, and they are
a major cause of arteriosclerosis-
related diseases. Saturated fats
also include the trans-fats or hydro-
genated fats. These are fats that
started out unsaturated but the food
manufacturing process cooks them 

and turns them into saturated fats.
They are found in margarines,
shortenings, fast foods (especially
fried foods like French fries and
fried chicken) and are especially
unhealthful.

The unsaturated fats include
mono-unsaturated and poly-unsat-
urated fats. Mono-unsaturated fat
is considered to be one of the most
healthful types of general fat. It is
found mainly in olive oil, avoca-
dos, peanut butter, rapeseed oil,
canola oil, nuts and seeds. It actu-
ally helps to reduce harmful low-
density lipoproteins (LDL) which
can cause blocked arteries. So, to
further refine our nutshell (so to
speak), saturated fats are bad, and
some unsaturated fats, namely
mono-unsaturated fats, are good.

If you’re still with me, I’m truly
impressed. Poly-unsaturated fat,
though much better for you than
saturated fat, is considered to be
less healthful than mono-unsaturat-
ed fat. However, included in the
poly-unsaturated fat group are two
very important essential fatty acids
(EFA) that have been prominent in
the news lately. These are the
Omega 3 and Omega 6 fatty acids.
Both of these EFA are vital for
good health and are the types of fat
you need to be eating. So here, our
metaphorical nutshell gets compli-
cated: Poly-unsaturated fat has its
plusses and minuses, but the
Omega 6 and Omega 3 fatty acids,
contained within that group, are
highly desirable.

Now, as promised, let’s get
back to that weight-loss issue. Did
you know that fat contains more
than twice the calories of carbohy-
drates and proteins? Each gram of
fat is equal to 9 calories and each
gram of carbohydrate or protein is
equal to 4 calories. Note that an

Original Glazed Krispy Kreme
donut has 12 grams of fat (or, have
a Glazed Kreme Filled for 20), a
“vente” Starbucks Double
Chocolate Chip Frappuccino has
25 grams and a Burger King
Double Whopper with cheese has a
whopping 64 grams of fat! If we
assume that your total calorie
intake should be 2000 calories per
day, and that 20% of those calories
should be from fat, then 400 fat
calories or about 45 grams of fat
should be consumed each day.
That burger has 990 calories, and
almost one and a half times what
your day’s fat intake should be

Here are some suggestions:
•Reduce total fat consumption

to 15-25% of your total daily calo-
rie intake

•Restrict or eliminate saturated
fat

•When you buy margarine,
choose brands without trans-fats or
hydrogenated fats

•Eat fish at least two times per
week. Fatty fish like albacore
tuna, salmon, lake trout, mackerel,
herring, and sardines are high in
Omega 3

•Eat foods such as tofu and
other forms of soybeans, pumpkin
seeds, dark green vegetables,
canola beans, walnuts, almonds,
and flaxseed, which convert to
Omega 3 fatty acids

•Remember that all oils are high
in calories, and should be con-
sumed sparingly.

You’ll read more on diet and
nutrition in my next column. Until
then, bon appetite!
Have a health question? Send it to
Dr. Alan Frischer, c/o The Downey
Patriot, 11525 Downey Avenue,
Suite A, Downey, CA 90241.
Frischer is former Chief of Staff at
Downey Regional Medical Center.

Paging Dr. Alan Frischer...
BY DR. ALAN FRISCHER

Drug and alcohol abuse can cause
broken hearts...literally

BY MEGAN BEDFORD
NARCONON ARROWHEAD

Each February, our country celebrates American Heart Month by promoting steps to keep your heart healthy,
but what is not commonly known is that one of the most vital ways to keep your heart healthy is to avoid heart-
damaging drug and alcohol abuse.

Across the nation, millions of people put their hearts at risk by using cocaine, crack cocaine, heroin, metham-
phetamine, Ecstasy and alcohol, all of which create a risk for heart damage, heart attacks or cardiac arrest.

“Volumes of research exist that prove the risk of these drugs and alcohol,” stated Ryan Thorpe, Director of
Admissions at Narconon Arrowhead, a residential drug and alcohol rehabilitation center in Canadian, Okla. “The
cardiac arrest death of Len Bias, a healthy young basketball star, in 1986 from one of his first doses of cocaine
illustrates the terrible and unknowing risk many people are taking. We are taking the opportunity presented by
American Heart Month to advise people to avoid cocaine and crack cocaine for the sake of their hearts.”

Cocaine and crack cocaine can cause heart damage, heart attacks and fatal arrhythmias (abnormal heartbeats)
even in first time users by over-stimulating the heart and narrowing the arteries of the heart or surrounding areas.
The heart pumps harder as a result of the stimulation but the blood vessels are constricted; the strain on the heart
can create a heart attack even in people under 30, some of whom may be using the drug for the first time.

Additionally, anyone injecting drugs intravenously runs the risk of a potentially fatal infection in the heart
called endocarditis. Endocarditis results in an inflammation of the innermost lining of the heart and the valves
and can lead to heart failure or stroke.

“Cocaine and crack cocaine distribution channels stretch across our country to every corner,” said Thorpe. “In
most of our cities, it has been involved in more drug-related deaths than any other drug, whether you are talking
about single-drug or multi-drug deaths. In 2004, cocaine was responsible for an estimated 383,350 emergency
room visits, more than any other drug, according to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration.

“Because it is not easy for many people to quit using drugs or alcohol when they want to,” added Thorpe, “it’s
essential that they have access to a rehabilitation program with a proven track record. At Narconon Arrowhead,
we provide service to many people who have been addicted to cocaine or crack cocaine. Six out of 10 people who
come to us are still living clean and sober lives two years after they complete our program.”

For information on Narconon’s drug treatment and educational programs and materials, call (800) 468-6933
or visit www.stopaddiction.com.

Low-cost stroke screenings available to residents
package, including the
stroke/carotid artery, abdominal
aortic aneurysm and ankle brachial
index (hardening of the arteries)
screenings is $109. The optional
osteoporosis screening is an extra
$20. All four screenings take less
than an hour to complete.

Life Line Screening will
administer the screenings. For
more information, or to schedule
an appointment, call (877) 237-
1287. Pre-registration is required.

DOWNEY – Low-cost stroke
screenings will be available at the
Light and Life Christian
Fellowship Church in Downey on
March 20. Appointments will
begin at 9 a.m.

A stroke, also known as a
“brain attack,” is ranked as the
third leading killer in the world,
and the second among women.
Through preventive screenings, the
risk of having a stroke can be great-
ly reduced.

Screenings involve the use of
ultrasound technology, and scan for
potential health problems related to
blocked arteries, which can lead to
a stroke, aortic aneurysms, which
can lead to a ruptured aorta, and
hardening of the arteries in the
legs, which are a strong predictor
of heart disease.

A bone density screening to
assess the risk of osteoporosis will
also be available.

A complete vascular screening



Prof. Harris was no quitter. One week later he was back again. This
time the bag leaked causing him to fail to reach the proper height. The
wind blew the balloon and its passenger over downtown Downey, just
clearing the tops of the building. Seeing he was about to collide with the
steeple of the Baptist Church, the professor dropped to the church roof,
slid to the edge, and dropped 20 feet to the ground. The balloon was found
with large tears in several places about a mile outside of town. 

The local press reported on the next day’s activities. “On Saturday a
large crowd was on hand to see the professor’s free show. The damage
to the balloon had been repaired by pasting cotton cloth over the torn
palace. 

“At 11 a.m. all was ready. ‘Let her go,’ said the daring air navigator.
The 50 or more men or boys who were holding her down let go their hold.
The big cotton globe, with the aeronaut suspended beneath his parachute,
shot upward rapidly and floated slowly away to the westward. In a minute,
or two perhaps, the spectators caught a glimpse of a white streak descend-
ing almost like the lightning’s flash, then an opening parachute dropping
rapidly from which the bold navigator was seen struggling to free himself
to meet more easily his anticipated fall. 

“An instant’s suspense-a sickening thud-and the form of the aeronaut
was seen lying motionless upon his back, within a few yards of his start-
ing point. In a few minutes Prof. Harris was assisted to his feet, trembling
in every limb.A soothing potion was administered by Dr. Kendrick, and
with a little more assistance, the terribly jarred professor managed to leave
the grounds. His escape from instant death was miraculous. 

“Finding that the balloon was leaking badly, and would take him no
higher, at an elevation of about 450 feet, the professor cut loose, rather
than risk descending in that style of balloon. The height reached was not
sufficient to allow the parachute time to fully break the fall. Its perfect
action, however, saves his life. The balloon sailed away gracefully, reach-
ing an altitude of probably 1,500 feet, then turning over, as intended,
dropped like a writhing serpent to the ground. 

“Since his fall, Prof. Harris has been resting quietly at the hotel, and
expects to be able to fill his engagement to make an ascent at Redondo on
the twenty-fourth.” 

It is unknown whether the good professor died a balloonist or went into
another line of work.
Originally published January 7, 1994

Technology, Careers in Education,
Hospitality & Travel, Film &
Video Production, Banking
Occupations and Medical
Occupations. In the planning stage
is a 4-year path where students will
enroll as freshmen, complete and
receive an industry-standard certi-
fication at graduation.  

Another ROP area where
Downey students have excelled is
the annual L.A. County Office of
Education ‘Student Recognition”
competition. On March 8, students
from Downey ROP competed
against some 113 students repre-
senting all 22 county school dis-
tricts, and six received medals,
including one gold in Pharmacy
Technician, by Richer Bernard, a
senior at Downey High.  

The next “Student
Recognition” competition is slated
for March 7 at the DOE county
facility on Clark Avenue. Phil says
this time DUSD’s “big guns” (from
Superintendent Wendy Doty to the
Asst. Superintendents to a few
department Directors, will conduct
a mock interview March 2nd, to
better prepare the student partici-
pants. 

DUSD is getting “real serious”
about this, he says, and it can only
mean better things for the depart-
ment, and for DUSD as a whole. 

TRAVELER
Continued from page 1

DJAA taking baseball sign-ups
DOWNEY – The Downey Junior Athletic Association (DJAA) is now

taking sign-ups for the baseball season.
Sign-ups will be held Feb. 24, March 3 and March 10 at Apollo Park

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. New this year is t-ball for kindergarteners.
Children should have a copy of their birth certificate, last report card

or school ID and registration fees, $60, when signing up. The league is
open to boys and girls grades K-8. Call (562) 861-3727 with questions. Champions

track and
field meet,
w h i c h
b r i n g s
t o g e t h e r
4th and 5th
grade rep-
r e s e n t a -
tives from
n i n e
D o w n e y
elementary schools, takes place
Saturday, April 28 at Warren High
School, at 8141 DePalma in
Downey, from 8:30 a.m., to 12:30
p.m. Approximately 500 boys and
girls will compete in the following
seven track and field events: 50-
yard dash; 100-yard dash; Baskets
in One Minute; Softball Throw for
Distance; Standing Long Jump;
Four-Member-Team 440-yard
Relay; and Mixed Coed Relay.
Admission is free.                           

Phil, who has a bachelor’s in
music education (1981) and a mas-
ter’s in educational administration
(1983) from Azusa Pacific
University, can’t say enough about
the contributions his assistant,
Senior Secretary Mary Helen
Aguilar, has been making over the
years to the department’s success.
“She practically runs the depart-
ment,” he says. “Without her, I’m
lost.” Mary Helen, a single mother
of three, has been with DUSD for
28 years. Monica, the eldest at 37,
once taught at Gauldin (6 years)
and now works for the Paramount
School District; second daughter
Erica is 35; Bobby, 32, is in the
grocery business. 

He also attributes whatever dis-
tinction the department may have
gained, at least in the past year, to
the excellent cadre of teachers
instructing “tons of students” in the
various ROP offerings. I visited the
Film & Video Production (taught
by Lundsberg) facility now under
construction at Warren (while the
class makes do with the present
cramped configuration), and the
Commercial Photography (Redfox)
and Print Shop (Austin) classes,
and I came away impressed—by
the equipment, the instruction, and
the enthusiasm of most of the stu-
dents.         

Phil may be overly modest, but
one cannot underestimate his vast
talents. Besides compiling a note-
worthy track record as an educator
(12 years as Assistant Principal, 5
at Mayfair High and 7 at Warren
High; and 5 years as principal at
West Middle School,) and display-
ing a ‘people’ person leadership
style, he can belt out a pop tune
with that booming voice of his

The many sides 
of Phil Davis

BY HENRY VENERACION
STAFF WRITER

With one year as Director
of Support Programs,
Career and Vocational

Education at the Downey Unified
School District under his belt, irre-
pressible Phil Davis has a sharper
idea of the priorities for his depart-
ment. He admires the programs he
inherited from his predecessor,
Dale Lostetter, and he says he is
undeservedly reaping the benefits. 

Its flagship ROP (Regional
Occupational Program), for
instance, “due to the many hours of
hard work and commitment to
excellence by the [department’s]
entire administrative, teaching and
support staffs,” has received a six-
year accreditation, the maximum
an ROP can receive through the
L.A. Office of Education Regional
Occupation Program. The Downey
ROP, rendered on Warren and
Downey High campuses, consists
of some 29 various classes, includ-
ing classes on Health Occupations,
Hotel Occupations, Food Service,
Landscaping, Law Enforcement,
Pharmacy Technician, Professional
Dance, Retail Marketing,
Supermarket Occupations, and
Web Design. Fees are minimal. 

Its Careers in Education pro-
gram, designed for students who
want to pursue a career in teaching,
recently won the very prestigious
“Model Program Practice” award.
The award is given once every
three years to a program that meets
strict criteria of excellence as out-
lined by the state Department of
Education.

Meanwhile, its Banking
Occupations Class won the equally
prestigious California Department
of Education “Model Practice”
award for the second time in a row.
The award is given every three
years to programs that develop into
models for others to use as an
example of excellence. 
Winning this award recognition
once, says Phil, is an honor.
Winning it two times in a row is
“outstanding.”         

Other programs whose diversi-
ty, according to Phil, differentiates
the department noticeably from the
others, aggressively address vari-
ous needs of students:(Gifted and
Talented Education) Home
Teaching; Independent Study;
Physical Fitness Testing;
Elementary Planning and Pre-
Physical Education; At Risk
Programs, Pregnant Minor
Program; Recreation Program-
District Liaison; Sexual
Harassment; Uniform Complaint
Procedures; Title IX and Williams
Complaint Procedures; and
Carnival of Champions. 

The 47th annual Carnival of

(which he uses to good advantage
at church and sundry occasions),
and can throw you into fits of
laughter with his rapid-fire quips
and antics.

A devoted family man, he is
married (25 years) to Judy, who has
taught at Sussman for 10 years.
Twenty-four year old daughter
Joslyn, a UCI grad, acts, models,
and is “building a career in broad-
cast journalism”; younger daughter
Alison is 22, in her 5th year at CSU-
Long Beach majoring in English,
and plans to be a teacher. Son
Wesley, 16,is a junior at Downey
High and is ASB Jr. vice president,
who, like his dad, “loves music” and
plays drums.  They are all Downey
High grads and “great kids.”

Basically a doer, Phil readily
admits to instigating/orchestrating
riotous situations at home. He got
his musical genes, he says, from
his mom who played the piano. By
age five, Phil says he could sing 3-
part harmony and, later, was part of
a barbershop quartet. Musical
predilections are jazz, scat singing,
and gospel music.

Besides continuing to expand
the GATE Certification class offer-
ings throughout the school year,
Phil wants to develop Career
Technical Education pathways in
the following areas: Construction 



Downey Police Chief Roy Campos puts it best: “It would not be accu-
rate to write that the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD)
‘serves’ the City of Downey. What would be accurate is that LASD pro-
vides, upon request, mutual aid to Downey or any other city in Los
Angeles County. The City of Downey reciprocates that mutual aid to
LASD or any other city in Los Angeles County.”

“In recent years, controversy has sprung up with the 2002 shooting of
unarmed 26-year-old Gonzalo Martinez by Downey police officers during
a traffic stop. Gonzalo was being stopped due to suspicion of drunk driv-
ing. After a small chase, police claim that he made a questionable move-
ment with his left hand which caused them to open fire. A local resident
caught the action on camera and the tape of the shooting was released in
the [U.S.] as well as Argentina and other Latin American countries, show-
ing the man being shot over 30 times by officers using semi automatic
weapons. This case is still being investigated.”

Where to start?
For beginners, the above statement makes no mention that Martinez

allegedly tried to run over Downey police officers with his car, a crucial
piece of information. And the “local resident” that recorded the shooting
was a freelance cameraman.

Reports say that over 30 rounds were fired by Downey police;
Martinez wasn’t shot 30 times.

Lastly, Downey Police officers were acquitted of all charges by a
Norwalk jury three weeks ago. Wikipedia (purposely?) omitted that infor-
mation.

“Since the late 1990s Downey has had a significant demographic shift,
with the ethnic makeup of the city remaining diverse, as well as an
increasing Hispanic population. The increase has been substantial
though, with many wealthy immigrants from Mexico and the rest of Latin
America buying homes in affluent Northeast Downey.”

And you get this information...where? While it doesn’t take a genius to
see a rise in the number of Hispanics in Downey, the same can be said for
most, if not all, surrounding communities.

And rumors of wealthy Mexican immigrants buying expensive proper-
ty in Downey have run rampant in recent years. But where’s the evidence?

“The city is served by Downey Unified School District: Downey High
School, Alameda Elementary School, Earl Warren High School…”

Apparently Downey has only one elementary school. Don’t tell that to
the kids at Rio Hondo, Spencer, Rio San Gabriel, Unsworth, Gallatin,
Price, Lewis, Old River, Gauldin, Imperial and Ward.

“Downey Holiday Lane Parade: The parade is held in early
December.”

The first Sunday of every December, to be exact. (At least they didn’t
call it the “Downey Christmas Parade.”)

The point?
Sorry if this seems like nitpicking, but an electronic resource like

Wikipedia is prime example No. 1 that not all things online are to be trust-
ed.

Don’t believe me? Well, then I know of a Nigerian businessman that
would love to get in contact with you.

Oh, what a tangled Web we weave, when we…
BY ERIC PIERCE

CITY EDITOR
Prepare yourself, but not everything you read on the Internet is true.

Shocking, I know.
Really, how great would it be if you could believe everything on the

‘Net? Prescription drugs and OEM software would be ridiculously cheap,
gorgeous women in my neighborhood would be dying to meet me and,
holy cow, I think I just won a million-dollar sweepstakes in Nigeria!

I didn’t even know I had entered.
No, half of what you read on the Internet is nonsense. And that

includes information you might find from supposedly “reliable” sources,
like Wikipedia. Wikipedia, for the technologically un-hip, is a user-creat-
ed encyclopedia that allows just about anyone to edit and create encyclo-
pedic entries.

That means you, or me, can log on, put on our “expert” hat and anony-
mously edit an online encyclopedia viewed by millions each day. No
degree? No problem!

Just for fun, I looked up “Downey, California” on Wikipedia this past
Tuesday and while generally accurate, there were some glaring mistakes. 
But don’t blame me for the errors, blame…well, I don’t know who to
blame. Wikipedia, I guess.

From the pages of Wikipedia
“Downey is a city located in southeast Los Angeles County,

California, United States, 21 km (13 miles) southeast of downtown Los
Angeles.”

That seems about right. I don’t know about the 21 km though. Who
uses the metric system anyways? Besides drug lords, I mean.

“…Farmers in the area grew grain, corn, castor beans and fruit until
around 1940.”

I asked Linda Larson, the Downey Patriot’s classified ad person and
chief living historian, if this was true. She confirmed that it was. 

“City Council: David R. Gafin, Meredith H. Perkins (mayor), Rick
Trejo, Anne Marie Bayer, Kirk Cartozian.”

Wrong! Perkins has been termed out and replaced by Mario Guerra.
And Trejo is now mayor.

“The former Rockwell plant has been converted to the Downey
Landing shopping complex, a hospital, a park, a space museum and
Downey Studios.”

That’s not technically true. The park and space museum haven’t been
constructed yet; same goes for the hospital.

“Johnie’s [Broiler] was well known to Southern California locals,
many of which drove miles to cruise through it’s [sic] massive lot.”

In addition to the grammatical errors, I wouldn’t characterize Johnie’s
lot as “massive.” A massive headache, maybe.

“The majority of crimes committed in Downey continue to be minor
property crimes, such as theft or robbery, with the exception of a few inci-
dents sensationalized in the local news.”

That’s a pretty weighty statement to make, particularly when you con-
sider that it comes with no attributable sources. As far as the sensational-
ism comment, I humbly ask for an example.

“Downey is served by the Downey Police Department as well as the
local Los Angeles County Sheriff departments located in nearby Pico
Rivera and Norwalk.”

Scorzo and company 
will perform at museum

DOWNEY – Accomplished violinist Harry Scorzo will return to the
Downey Museum of Art to perform in concert March 1 at 7 p.m.

Scorzo, on violin and electronics, will perform with keyboard and
electronics guru Don Preston (the backbone of Frank Zappa’s “Mother of
Invention”), and Tony Jones. Jones plays electronics, percussion, and a
curious invention called the “Gazamba,” which Scorzo says “you have to
see and hear up close.”

Together, the trio comprises the group Caduta Massi.
Scorzo is a Downey resident who studied violin and composition at

East Los Angeles College, Immaculate Heart College Conservatory and
privately with master teacher Naoumi Fischer. Scorzo also leads
VioFonik, which opened the music series at the museum last year.

He has over 30 years of professional experience as a violinist and com-
poser arranger. His compositions and solo performances have been includ-
ed in motion pictures and television.

A sneak preview of Caduta Massi’s music is available online at
www.cdbaby.com/cd/massi.

Contestants will vie 
for Miss Downey crown

Forty-six girls will compete for Miss Downey
title. Pageant is March 17.

DOWNEY – Contestants have been announced for the annual Miss
Downey Pageant, which will be held this year March 17 at the Downey
Theatre.

There are 46 girls competing this year for the titles of Miss Downey
and Miss Teen Downey.

Tickets to the pageant are $22 and available for purchase through the
contestants or by calling the pageant director, Susan Domen, at (562)
7172.

Anyone wishing to help sponsor a contestant or donate towards the
wards program should contact Domen as well.

Miss Downey contestants 
Frances Conger 16 Downey
Jessica Tovar 17 Downey
Jasmine Gallegos 16 Warren
Stephanie DeLeon 18 Cypress
Paulina Aguilar 18 Mt. Sac
Stephanie Casas 16 Warren
Jennifer Kim 16 Warren
Michelle Velez 17 Downey
Kristine Urzua 16 Downey
Serena Bartels 16 Downey
Brenda Urbina 16 Warren
Zaneta Pak 21 UCLA
Madelyn Stanley 18 Cerritos
Lauren Casas 16 Warren
Sarah Lopez 17 Warren
Yessenia Madrigal 16 Downey
Corrine Chavez 17 Warren
Renee Leon 17 Warren
Kristina Stromen 17 Warren
Brianna Arceo 17 Warren
Rosalinda Diaz 16 Warren
Nina Sedighi 17 Warren
Mayra Perez 17 Downey
Stephanie Franco 16 Warren
Karen Lee 16 Warren
Kenia Andrade 20 Long Beach City
Melissa Iriarte 17 Warren
Ponchita Chaiyakam 16 Warren
Susan Carnet 18 Orange Coast
Kimberly Somoana 16 Warren
Christina Ramos 20 CSULB
Paola Horta 16 Warren

Miss Teen Downey contestants 
Brianna Alvarez 15 Downey 
Chantel Lopez 15 Warren 
Ashley Campuzano 14 Warren 
Marissa Reyanso 14 St. Joseph’s 
Elena Ortiz 14 Downey 
Briana Aguirre 14 
Pauline Magana 14 East 
Priscilla Morales 15 Warren 
Dora Alvarez 14 Downey 
Katlyn Wheeler 15 Warren 
Natalia Amados 15 Warren 
Jancy Montoya 14 East 
Marilyn Zamora 14 Downey 
Katarina Schweitz 13 St. Mark’s

Local Concerts
this week

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23
David Copperfield - Long Beach
Terrace Theatre
Mike Epps - Grove of Anaheim
James Taylor - Wilshire Theatre
Joan Sebastian - Gibson Amph.
Meat Loaf - Pala Casino

SATURDAY
Cheap Trick - Riverside Fair
James Taylor - Wilshire Theatre
Joan Sebastian - Gibson Amph.

SUNDAY
Joan Sebastian - Gibson Amph.
Maze - Grove of Anaheim
Styx - HOB Anaheim
Lamb of God - Wiltern

MONDAY
The Who - Long Beach Arena

TUESDAY
Supernova - Long Beach Arena

THURSDAY
Bob Seger - The Forum
George Carlin - Pala Casino

New CD’s
this week

Billy Joel - All My Life
Hanson - Go Pt. 1

Slim Thug - Serve & Collect
John Denver - The Essential John

Denver

New on DVD
this week

MOVIES
A Good Year
Journey to the End of the Night
The Return
Stranger Than Fiction
Tenacious D in: The Pick of Destiny

TELEVISION/MISC.
The Doris Day Show - Season 4
Magnum P.I. - Season 6
NFL Super Bowl XLI: Indianapolis
Colts Championship DVD
The Rockford Files - Season 3

Cerritos College celebrates black history
NORWALK – Cerritos College’s Black Student Union will present “A

Summons from the Past: A Command for the Future,” an event honoring
Black History Month. 

The event is on Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. in the Cerritos College Student
Center, located at 11110 Alondra Blvd. in Norwalk.



SCHOOL BOARD
Continued from page 4

•Approved the changes in the duties of Buyer and Maintenance
Electronics Technician as indicated, and approved the abolishment of one
position of Network Analyst and the establishment of one new position
with indicated duties;

•Adopted a resolution approving Workers’ Compensation coverage, as
well as liability coverage, for volunteers;

•Approved the 2007-08 Course of Study for the middle schools and the
high schools; 

•Approved the Single Plans for Student Achievement; 
•Approved the Program Improvement School Plans Addendum;           
•Received the Downey Unified School District Actuarial Study of the

Post Retirement Health Benefits Program, as prepared by AON
Accounting;

•Approved the amendment to the Master Agreement with the
California School Employees Association, Chapter 248, including a 6.5
percent salary increase, effective July 1,2008; and

•Endorsed the actions taken by the Superintendent on several student
cases.

The next public meeting of the DUSD Board of Education will be at 5
p.m. Tuesday, March 13 at the Administration Center, 112627 Brookshire
Ave.

•Authorized payment of expenses for convention and conference atten-
dance; 

•Ratified various general agreements with: Eko Multi-Purpose Center,
Optimist High School, and Downey Family YMCA;

•Ratified payments for special education placements;
*Ratified a mediation agreement for settlement of attorney’s fees of
$4,000;

•Approved the appointment of Elizabeth Phelps and Robert Becker to
the SELPA Community Advisory Committee (two-year term) through Jan.
2009;

•Reviewed and approved the revisions to AR 1105.1, the Williams
Uniform Complaint Procedure form;

•Approved the proposed revisions to AR 3111, Regular School
Calendar and AR 3111.1, Adult School Calendar 2007-08. Regular school
begins Sept. 5.

•Approved Part 11 of the Consolidated Application for Funding
Categorical Aid Programs; and approved the submission of the application
to the state Department of Education;

•Approved the School Site Block Grant expenditure plans;
•Ratified purchase orders by the Purchasing Department;
•Ratified the issuance of payroll orders for hourly, overtime, Civic

Center work by classified, Adult School and Food Services through Jan.
2007;

•Ratified B warrants; 
•Ratified agreements with: CSU-Northridge (clinical education);

between Downey Adult School and CareMore Medical Group to offer
externships to Office Skills Center students; between DAS and Coast
Plaza Doctors Hospital, Health First Medical Clinic, Dr. Owiesy MD
Medical Office, and Dr. Thomas, to furnish practical experience to stu-
dents enrolled in the Office Skills Center program;

•Authorized advertising for bids for the construction and installation of
a new compressed natural gas (CNG) fueling station for the Transportation
Services Department, provided by the South Coast Air Quality
Management District; also authorized the same for the Warren High
School new library, classroom building and modernization, to be charged
to Bond Funds;

•Awarded bid for backhoe services on an as-needed basis, to Terra
Pave, Inc., Whittier, in the amount of $150,000 with no guarantee that the
amount will be met or exceeded, to be charged to the General Fund,
Maintenance Fund, and/or Bond funds as appropriate;

•Approved change orders to various purchase orders issued in varying
increasing/decreasing amounts, to the following parties: Fun Foods,
Placentia; Jane Haddad, Long Beach; Standard Drywall, Inc., Corona; and
Master K Electric, Northridge;

•Accepted as complete concrete work, trade electrical work, rough car-
pentry, ceramic tile work, and fencing work, covering such areas as
Warren High (for its modernization program) provided by various ven-
dors.  In this connection, Board Member Mark Morris implored that those
responsible make sure they change the chain link fencing; Board Member
Donald LaPlante said wrought iron fencing is “much nicer to look at.”;

•Approved adjustments of the Cafeteria Fund restricted budget as well
as the General Fund restricted and unrestricted budgets to reflect decreas-
es to the fund balances;

•Approved the declaration and sale of District surplus property by
Nationwide Auction Company, and abated the income to the General
Fund;

•Approved the purchase of equipment, as listed, in accordance with
established purchasing policies and regulations;    

•Acknowledged receipt of claim submitted by Scott T. Lane, Esq., and
another party on behalf of Toby B. Hayward, Inc., and denied claim in
compliance with Gov. Code Section 911-15 and 945;

•Ratified routine Personnel items until subsequent action is taken by
the Board of Education;

•Ratified the establishment of two new positions, with classifications
commensurate to present specific same-level classifications; 

He has not explained to the American people why after four failed
escalations this one will succeed. Even many of his Generals and military
advisors oppose his plan.

To give approval to this Administration to continue its failed strategy
and put into jeopardy the lives of an additional 20,000 troops, defies com-
mon sense.

Madame Speaker, we will forever be grateful to the brave men and
women in uniform who have done everything they have been asked to do
valiantly and courageously.

Therefore, I hope the debate over this resolution is absent the charges
that we undermine their mission or morale.

For this is nonsense. There is not a Member in this body that does not
respect and honor their service and support their efforts. 

Our message is to the commander-in-chief, not the brave troops who
serve our nation.

Four years ago I asked myself whether we were doing everything in
our power to keep our nation’s sons and daughters out of harm’s way.

Four years later, I stand here to oppose this escalation, and ask that we
begin the process of doing everything in our power to take our sons and
daughters out of harm’s way and bring them safely home.”

IRAQ
Continued from page 5

Downey Regional Medical Center staff show off their new Ford ambu-
lance, which carries a “buckle-up” safety message.

New ambulance carries safety message
DOWNEY – Downey Regional Medical Center (DRMC) has put into

service a brand new, state-of-the-art Ford ambulance. The new addition to
the hospital’s fleet will assist in serving the increasing demands for med-
ical transportation received daily in the DRMC Ambulance Dispatch
Center, hospital officials said.

It will also serve as a public safety awareness icon to the community:
the ambulance bares a specially designed logo and graphic that incorpo-
rates a “Buckle-Up” public service announcement in support of the nation-
wide “Click It or Ticket” campaign.

“Click It or Ticket” debuted in California last year, and the results were
immediate: seat belt use increased from 90.4 percent in 2004 to 92.5 per-
cent in 2005, according to DRMC. The additional 2.1 percentage point
increase translated into 657,000 additional vehicle occupants buckled up
in California, the hospital said.

The state’s Office of Traffic Safety estimates that seat belts reduce a
person’s chances of dying in a crash by 50 percent. The average inpatient
costs for crash victims not using seatbelts were 55 percent higher than for
those who were belted. Approximately three million vehicle occupants
remained unbelted in California, according to DRMC.

DRMC ambulance service is intended for patients who are stable (non-
urgent) yet have health conditions requiring medical assistance, and whose
condition or treatment does not allow them to travel by other transporta-
tion. In the past year, transports have taken off to serve more than 1,650
patients annually who required ambulance transportation into and out of
the hospital.

“Since beginning transports in 2004 we have demonstrated consistent-
ly high standards of care and response times. We plan to continue expand-
ing our services to serve more of our physicians, community healthcare
facilities and their patients needing transport,” Robert Risher, Director of
DRMC Ambulance Services, said.

To arrange a transport or receive additional information, call (866)
711-DRMC.

Roger E. Collins 
passes away at 60

DOWNEY – Roger E. Collins, a resident of Downey for 33 years,
died Feb. 8 at Kaiser Permanente Hospital in Bellflower at the age of 60.

He is survived by his wife of 26 years, Patti; sister, Bonnie Brockman
of Washington state; son, Michael of Bullhead City, Ariz.; and grandson,
Shawn of New Mexico. Many nieces and nephews also survive him.

Memorial services were held Feb. 13 at Downey Zrelak Mortuary
Chapel. A mass of Christian burial was held at St. Raymond’s Catholic
Church with interment at Rose Hills Memorial Park Feb. 14.

Scott Alan Stoltman 
dies of bone cancer

DOWNEY – Scott Alan Stoltman, a Downey resident from 1960 to
1979, died Feb. 15 in Monterey, Calif. of bone cancer. He was 46.

Born in Los Angeles, he was a member of St. Raymond’s Catholic
Church until he moved to Northern California. He attended local schools
and served in the United States Navy.

He is survived by his parents, Gene and Shirley Stoltman, and sister,
Deborah Stoltman. He was preceded in death by his sister, Mary Lou
Stoltman.

A funeral mass will be held today, Feb. 23, at 10 a.m. at St. Raymond’s
in Downey. Burial will be at Riverside National Cemetery in Riverside.

Miller-Mies Mortuary is handling arrangements.

Tickets available for trip
to Living Desert Zoo

DOWNEY – Downey Theatre has a limited number of tickets avail-
able for its spring excursion to the Living Desert Zoo and Gardens on
April 21.

Participants of the trip will depart from City Hall at 7:30 a.m. and
arrive at the Living Desert (in Palm Springs) at 10 a.m. Once there, the
group will board a tram and tour the 1,200-acre zoo and gardens, riding
through the exhibits.

The tour will include the desert gardens, where visitors will learn how
our local Native Americans lived in the desert valley for so many genera-
tions. Also, just opened, is the new “Butterflies Alive” exhibit, which con-
cludes in April.

Included in the package is lunch at the Meerkat Café at noon and the
Wildlife Wonders Show, a live animal show, presented in the Tennity
Amphitheatre at 2 p.m. where participants can experience how animals
hunt and live in the wild.

Cost Is $45 per person. Cash or check is accepted for payment. Tickets
may be purchased at the Downey Theatre, Monday through Friday, from
noon to 4 p.m. For more information, call (562) 861-8211.

Assistance League offers scholarships
DOWNEY – The Assistance League of Downey is offering $1,000

scholarships to graduating seniors from any of the Downey high schools
who have excelled as volunteers. 

To qualify, students must have a 3.0 grade point average and be in
good standing, which includes citizenship and attendance. Members of
Assistance League or their relatives are not eligible.

Applications are available at the guidance office of each high school.
Completed applications should be postmarked by March 31 and mailed to
11026 Downey Ave., Downey, 90241. Awards will be announced at the
annual awards assembly at each high school at the end of this school year.



Olga Alamillo has joined the team at Century
21 My Real Estate. Alamillo is certified as a spe-
cialist in probate real estate. “Olga is a welcome
addition to our office. She is knowledgeable,
honest, and extremely capable,” stated Laurie
Mac Isaac, vice president of relocation and
marketing. To contact Alamillo, call (562) 927-
2626.

Javier Flores has joined the team at Century 21
My Real Estate. “Javier is sharp young man
who has demonstrated initiative and drive,
which is a key element in real estate,” stated
Angie Pierce, office manager. To contact Flores,
call (562) 927-2626.

Realtors giving out four scholarships
DOWNEY – The Downey Association of Realtors will be giving out

at least four $500 scholarships to graduating seniors from Columbus,
Downey and Warren High Schools and Downey Adult School.

Applications are available at www.daor.com or by visiting a school
counselor. Deadline to submit an application is March 2.

Temple will celebrate
Jewish Purim holiday

DOWNEY – Temple Ner Tamid of Downey will celebrate one of
Judaism’s most joyous holidays on March 4 at 4 p.m.

Purim celebrates the episode in Jewish history in which Queen Esther
and her cousin, Mordechai, of ancient Persia, foiled a genocidal plot
against the Persian Jews led by the villain Haman, courtier to King Xerxes.
The celebration is marked by dressing in costumes, feasting and noisy rev-
elry.

Temple Ner Tamid’s festivities will begin with a short service in the
synagogue sanctuary led by Rabbi Len Muroff and Cantor Ellen Jaffe-
Gill. The rabbi, cantor and congregation will also read selections from the
biblical Book of Esther, which tells the story of Purim.

The congregation will perform a Purim Shpiel, or short comic play,
after the reading. Finally, everyone will enjoy a potluck dinner in the
Temple’s Fellowship Hall.

There is no charge for the Purim celebration and the community is
invited. You should bring a vegetarian salad or dish to participate in the
potluck.

Temple Ner Tamid is located at 10629 Lakewood Boulevard. Shabbat
Services are held every Friday at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call
(562) 861-9276 or email templenertamid@juno.com.

Ana Esparza was installed as the 60th president of the Downey
Association of Realtors at their recent annual installation. She can be
reached by calling California Real Estate Executives at (562) 806-
6935.

Century 21 My Real Estate welcomes David
Hernandez to their office. “I absolutely knew
that Century 21 My Real Estate was the only
place I would work,” said Hernandez. To con-
tact Hernandez, call (562) 927-2626.

Annual Arc Walk, still
growing, set March 24

BY JOHN ADAMS
EDITOR EMERITUS

DOWNEY – A gala outdoor event that combines finer aspects of exer-
cise with the caring for one’s fellow man will be offered Saturday, March
24 in the Stonewood Center lot next to the Acapulco Restaurant.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. with walks of one and two miles courses
set to start at 8 a.m.

The ARC, formerly known as the association for retarded citizens,
maintains training and educational facilities at 9501 Washburn Road,
Downey.

In 10 years this event has grown from 220 participants in 1997 to 2200
in 2006 and raised more than $550,000 to help with the more than 40 pro-
grams.

The Arc hopes to exceed the 28 major sponsors of last year’s event.
Many businesses, families and church groups participate as teams with
cheering sections and balloons. A major high school marching band
attends each year, along with many clowns and cartoon characters.
Registration is $10 with children under 10 free.



CARPET, LINO.
& LAMINATE

Serving Downey since 1968.
LIC#   421455. Call Kent

(562) 776-9933

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel
home and office, service
upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE
NO OBLIGATION ESTI-
MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, senior dis-
counts, references, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

MACHADO
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Room additions, roofing,
kitchen and bath remodeling,
window replacement, paint.
Senior discount. Lic#574972

(562) 803-8630
(323) 294-8745

TAX PROBLEMS?
Enrolled Agent admitted to
practice before the IRS. Tax
preparation, consultation and
representation. If you have
problems with the IRS or FTB 

I can help!
Office (562) 803-3569
Cell (562) 305-0874

HONEST HANDYMAN
Painting, plumbing, electri-
cal, carpentry.

Call Jim (562) 869-0741

TIRED OF
YOUR TENANTS?

Let us manage & maximize
your rentals.

Across The Street
Property Management

(310) 617-3640
(562) 622-0820

SERVICES

DOWNEY APT.
2 bed, 2 bath, upstairs. 1st apt.
on Western, So. of Florence
Ave. New carpet, verticals,
stove, D/W, 2 car carport
parking. No pets, No Sec. 8.
Excellent Credit History
Req’d. $1,425 mo. + $1,000
Sec. dep.

(714) 637-3110

2 BED, BELLFLOWER
Lg. yard & patio, stove $1,145.

Call (562) 867-4710

FOR RENT

AVON OPPORTUNITY
50% earn/ask me how (ind.
sales rep.)

(562) 631-9357

GROUP HOME
CARE PROVIDER

F/T Split & Midnight shifts
avail. Call Loraine.

(949) 553-9911

FOOD SERVER
Bilingual - Spanish, some
exp. preferred, will train.

Salsa Grill
6702 Rosemead,

Pico Rivera
(562) 942-7072

PERSONALASSISTANT
2-3 hrs. a day, twice a wk.,
basic office skills & must
have car. Mature person pre-
ferred.

(562) 862-2683

EMPLOYMENT

BEAUTIFUL OFFICE
SPACES AVAILABLE!
We Have from 500 to 2,500
sq. ft. of office spaces avail.
With nice lobby entrance, 2
conference rooms, kitchen
and more. Call for an appoint-
ment.

Pat (562) 806-4000

OFFICE FOR LEASE

DOWNEY - 2 UNITS
1 unit 3 bed, 2 bath & 1 unit 1
bed, 1 bath, w/1 car gar. each.
$675,000. Call Suzette

Agt. (562) 659-0622

UNITS FOR SALE

ARMAS PATCHING
& RESTUCCO

Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas
Lic# 882779

(562) 923-8227

“DISCOVER THE
ARBONNE

DIFFERENCE”
Skin Care, Nutrition, Weight
management, Aromatherapy,
Color/ cosmetics, All
Botanically based, Wholesale
P/T Business.

Deanna Ntzouras EAM
Independent Consultant
Arbonne International

(562) 746-8760

CARPET 4 U
Carpet, Vinyl, Tile &
Laminate. Free in home esti-
mates! Mohawk, Shaw,
Beaulieu, Kane, Congoleum,
Unimaru. SALE! 6’ Cushion
Floor: 10¢ per square foot. 6’
Vinyl Floor: 15¢ per square
foot. Limited quantities.

(562) 866-2195
Showroom at 9303 Alondra

Blvd. in Bellflower

SERVICES

PIANO LESSONS
Euro.-Amer. MA Degree
Call Elsa (562) 867-0203

LESSONS

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Cedar chest, china cabinet,
sofa & misc. decorator items.

(562) 862-2683

FOR SALE

BORDER COLLIE LAB
Mix, F. 1 yr., Alt., Shots $100

(562) 923-7091

ANIMALS/PETS

2 BEDROOM APT.
Close in, central location,

Call (562) 861-8615

DWY. 2 BR, 1 B APT.
Gar., ldry. hk. up, no pets, no
smoking $1,050 mo.

(562) 861-1819

CUTE, CLEAN
1 BED APT.

Downey ceramic tile, A/C,
ceiling fan, on site laundry.
Avail. now!

(562) 425-7042

FOR RENT

ESCROW OFFICER &
ASSISTANT NEEDED

Call (562) 904-3151

REAL ESTATE
TRAINEE

An immediate opening for a
Buyer’s agent for growth-
oriented Real Estate
Company. Need to possess
good communication skills
& be a positive team player!
The position available has
room for advancement.
Bilingual preferred; real
estate license a plus, but not
required. We will train you!
Fax your resume or call.

Fax: (562) 861-0285
(562) 688-2088

MEMORIAL
EVENT PLANNER

If you’re looking for a
rewarding sales career &
willingness to learn. Visit us
today @ www.Risher
Mortuary.com. See caring
employment! Click: About
us & our staff.

(562) 699-0916
Ask for Joal Zrelak

Risher Montebello Mortuary

EMPLOYMENT
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