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Moratorium extended

Supporters of Johnie’s Broiler held a “ghost cruise” last Sunday, two days before the City Council voted to extend a moratorium on the prop-
erty to 10 months and 15 days. Photos by James Quick III/Brooks Institute of Photography

-tion permits were pulled from the
city, officials said, and police treat-
ed the matter as a crime.

Police officials said the case
was in the hands of the District
Attorney and their findings are
expected to be presented to the city
in two weeks.

Smyrniotis previously told this
newspaper that he knew nothing
about the demolition and blamed
his tenants for the destruction.

Supporters of Johnie’s Broiler,
meanwhile, organized a “ghost
cruise” last Sunday. A large turnout
of classic cars cruised from Bob’s
Big Boy in Toluca Lake to Johnie’s
Broiler, where volunteers collected
nearly 300 petition signatures call-
ing for the restaurant’s complete
restoration.

A permit to turn Johnie’s into a
“retail mall” was received by the
city last October. The request was
denied by the City of Downey
Planning Division a month later.

R&B artist Nicole Kehl
performing here Sunday

Kehl to give free concert as
she promotes upcoming debut
album.

DOWNEY – Pop and R&B
songstress Nicole Kehl will give fans a
sneak preview of her upcoming debut
album when she performs a free concert
this Sunday at 2 p.m. at Stonewood
Center in the Macy’s Court.

The performance is part of spring
concert tour through seven Macerich
shopping malls in Southern California.
Kehl’s professional music career began
in 2001 when she joined the group,
Fourte’. As a member, Kehl performed
throughout her hometown of Salt Lake
City before the group caught the attention of talent representatives who
booked them a spot in a Radio Disney Jam Band.

Kehl was invited to perform throughout the 2002 Winter Olympics and
continued to hone her skills by singing at malls, fundraiser events, fairs,
baseball games, and other events. She was introduced to four-time
Billboard number one hit songwriter Andrew Lane in 2004, who has
helped in producing Kehl’s debut album.

Kehl labels Michael Jackson, Stevie Wonder, Chaka Kahn, Steve Perry
and U2 as her musical influences. She’s signed to Mega Music, a division
of Universal Records.

For more information on the event, other tour dates or sample music
clips, visit www.nicolemusic.com.

Time Traveler

Downey man dies after crashing into bus
DOWNEY – Downey resident Nicolaos Colimitras, 66, died Feb. 19

after his car slammed into the back of a stalled shuttle bus going north-
bound on the 710 Freeway, authorities said.

Colimitras’ 1997 Ford Escort struck the rear of a City of Los Angeles
DASH shuttle bus that was stopped in the number one lane near the
Artesia Blvd. exit, said authorities. According to the California Highway
Patrol, he had been driving at 65 mph. 

Colimitras was transported to Long Beach Memorial Medical Center,
where he was pronounced dead, CHP said. 

GOOD luncheon tickets
limited but still available

DOWNEY – Gangs Out of Downey (GOOD), which has gained
national recognition for its determined efforts to combat gang activity in
Downey, will hold its annual luncheon April 18 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Rio Hondo Events Center.

Invitations will be available during the month of March and the event
is expected to sell out shortly after the invitations are made available.

The luncheon, attended annually by over 400 community leaders and
supporters, will again highlight the work being done by the community-
based organization.

Robert B. Taylor, Chief Probation Officer for the Los Angeles County
Probation Department will be this year’s keynote speaker. Taylor was
appointed to his position last year and manages the largest probation
department in the world.

With his 42 years of professional law enforcement experience, he is
considered one of the country’s leading experts on crime in our society.

For more information on attending the luncheon, call Barbara
Lamberth, Downey Federal Credit Union CEO, at (562) 862-8141, ext.
223, or Stan Hanstad, Assistant Superintendent, Downey Unified School
District, at (562) 469-5461.

No development at
Johnie’s for 10 months

Results from police’s criminal investigation,
meanwhile, expected in two weeks.

BY ERIC PIERCE
CITY EDITOR

DOWNEY – A moratorium
halting development of the
Johnie’s Broiler property was
extended for another 10 months
and 15 days by the City Council
this week. The unanimous vote
gives the city more time to explore
their developmental options with
the site, located at 7447 E.
Firestone Blvd. 

Some residents, including those
from the “Friends of Johnie’s” and
the Los Angeles Conservancy, have
called for the restaurant to be rede-
veloped to its past grandeur, citing
the drive-in’s historical and cultur-
al significance to not only Downey,
but the entire Southern California
region.

Others, however, argue for
property owner Cristos Smyrniotis’
right to redevelop the site, which
had grown dilapidated in recent
years and served as a used car deal-
ership since 2002.

The building was almost entire-
ly bulldozed on Jan. 7. No demoli-

See TRAVELER, page 4

Garden hose made
international headlines

BY JOHN ADAMS
EDITOR EMERITUS

On July 4, 1955, a common plastic garden hose brought the world’s
print and electronic media to a previously quiet home on
Alderdale Avenue and turned the lives of the Downey residents

into a living hell. 
Rockwell’s space shuttle has since made Downey famous and the Rose

Float parades down Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena every New Year’s
Day. But in 1955 the garden hose that suddenly started burrowing straight
down into the ground was probably the most famous event ever to occur
here. 

It set the news world on its ear. 
George J. Di Peso hated that hose. 
It started on a Thursday afternoon when Di Peso’s daughter, Suzanne,

was watering the lawn. She suddenly ran to the house and announced that
the garden hose was going straight down into the ground and she couldn’t
pull it out. 

Her mother couldn’t budge it either. 
Di Peso tried to pull it out with his truck. Not only did the truck fail,

but the hose continued to gain in its effort to disappear into Mother Earth. 
By Saturday night, 17 feet of the hose had gone down the hole. 
Arthur Swisher, field superintendent for the Arroyo Ditch and Water

See COUNCIL, page 7

See CAIRNS, page 9

Council terminates 
City Attorney Vose

Services of City Attorney Charlie Vose will be
terminated July 1. Reasons are ‘confidential.’

BY HENRY VENERACION
STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY—Confirming rumors, the City Council at the conclusion
of its regular meeting Tuesday decided to terminate the services of City
Attorney/Economic Development Director Charles S. Vose effective July
1, 2007.

According to City Clerk Kathleen L. Midstokke, the effectivity of the
termination coincides with Vose’s retirement date.

She wouldn’t divulge the reasons for the stunning development, say-
ing the matter, decided upon in closed session, was “confidential.”        

She would say only that staff has been directed to initiate the process
to retain a law firm to assume the functions of the City Attorney’s office,
as well as to recruit a new Economic Development Director.

‘True Grit’ essence 
of Sara Cairns

BY HENRY VENERACION

The following is by no means a complete list of words/phrases used
to capture the character of Downey Unified School District’s Sara
C. Cairns, Ph. D., should really be rendered in superlatives: com-

mitment, dedication, sense of humor, breadth of interest, vision, drive,
love of children, adventure, professionalism, focus on things that matter.    

As Director of Secondary Education, after a solid educational ground-
ing (B.S. in science and physical education, Cal State Poly in Pomona;
master’s in education, CSULB (Phi Beta Kappa); Ph. D. in education,
administration/policy and planning, and curriculum and instruction, USC),
she is knee-deep in, among other things, developing standards-based cur-
riculum and instruction guidelines, coordinating the testing and assess-
ment for all the middle and high schools in the district, coordinating and
supervising grade and accountability reports to the state, administering the
stellar AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) and GATE
(Gifted and Talented Education) programs, coordinating data pro-



Arc passes review, gets
three-year accreditation

Arc receives highest accreditation honor, num-
ber six for the non-profit organization.

DOWNEY – Arc of Southeast Los Angeles County was recently
awarded the highest accreditation honor by the Commission on the
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF). The three-year accred-
itation is the sixth consecutive honor for Arc, which serves over 400 indi-
viduals with mental retardation and other developmental disabilities.

An organization receiving the CARF accreditation has put itself
through a rigorous peer-review process and has demonstrated to a team of
surveyors that its programs and services are of the highest quality, meas-
urable and accountable.

The survey takes three days and is conducted on-site.
Arc also received an exemplary commendation for Elmo Cooper and

Tom LaFontaine, consumers of Arc who also serve on the Board of
Directors.

For information on Arc, or to join them for the Arc Walk for
Independence on March 24, call (562) 803-4606.

Temple will celebrate
Jewish Purim holiday

DOWNEY – Temple Ner Tamid of Downey will celebrate one of
Judaism’s most joyous holidays on March 4 at 4 p.m.

Purim celebrates the episode in Jewish history in which Queen Esther
and her cousin, Mordechai, of ancient Persia, foiled a genocidal plot
against the Persian Jews led by the villain Haman, courtier to King Xerxes.
The celebration is marked by dressing in costumes, feasting and noisy rev-
elry.

Temple Ner Tamid’s festivities will begin with a short service in the
synagogue sanctuary led by Rabbi Len Muroff and Cantor Ellen Jaffe-
Gill. The rabbi, cantor and congregation will also read selections from the
biblical Book of Esther, which tells the story of Purim.

The congregation will perform a Purim Shpiel, or short comic play,
after the reading. Finally, everyone will enjoy a potluck dinner in the
Temple’s Fellowship Hall.

There is no charge for the Purim celebration and the community is
invited. You should bring a vegetarian salad or dish to participate in the
potluck.

Temple Ner Tamid is located at 10629 Lakewood Boulevard. Shabbat
Services are held every Friday at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call
(562) 861-9276 or email templenertamid@juno.com.

Tom Houts, Downey High School principal, accepts a $50,000 contri-
bution made by Kiwanis Club of Downey this month. The donation
will help to bring state-of-the-art equipment to the new lab, expected
to open in December. Photo by Gwynn Gustafson, Co-Op Cache
Consulting

Realtors giving out four scholarships
DOWNEY – The Downey Association of Realtors will be giving out

at least four $500 scholarships to graduating seniors from Columbus,
Downey and Warren High Schools and Downey Adult School.

Applications are available at www.daor.com or by visiting a school
counselor. Deadline to submit an application is March 2.

School of choice enrollment in April
DOWNEY – The Downey Unified School District will be conducting

its annual school of choice open enrollment during the month of April for
the 2007-08 school year.

Downey students wishing to attend a Downey school out of their atten-
dance area may apply and may pick up an application beginning April 2 at
any Downey school or at the DUSD office during the open enrollment
period. 

It is recommended that students, including kindergarten students enter-
ing a Downey school for the first time and wishing to apply for school of
choice, should also register at the school in their assigned attendance area.
This will guarantee registration in the district for the new school year.

Applications must be submitted to the DUSD office by the closing
deadline of 4 p.m. on April 30. Applications are not processed on a first
come, first served basis. A random, unbiased lottery will be held to place
students on a school of choice waiting list for the 2007-2008 school year.
Schools may accept students from the established waiting lists according
to priority, but only if space is available. 

For information, contact the office of pupil services at (562) 469-6554.

Photography winners announced
DOWNEY – The Warren High School ROP Commercial Photography

Department has announced the winners of the Women’s Club of Downey
photography contest.

Lisette Fagundo took first place with “Fake France.” Second place
went to Kimberly Patron and her submission, “Modern Amusement,” and
Vivian Lee took third with “Lamplight.”

Fagundo’s photograph will now advance to district and possible state
competitions.

Outstanding kids sought for Hall of Fame
DOWNEY – Nominations are being taken for the Kids Day Hall of

Fame, which honors the extraordinary achievements of Downey’s youth.
Community leaders, employers, teachers, coaches and parents are

encouraged to nominate kids in grades 1-12 who are achieving academi-
cally, athletically or improving themselves and their community.

All nominees are invited to the Kids Day Hall of Fame ceremony May
2 at the Downey Theatre where the top nominees will be inducted into the
Hall, as chosen by a neutral panel of community members. All nominees
and inductees will receive a “goody bag” and certificates of achievement.

For more information, call the Community Services Department at
(562) 904-7238.

Hackers infiltrate 
museum’s phone lines

BY BROOKE KARLI
THE DOWNEY PATRIOT

DOWNEY – The Downey Museum of Art had to change all access
codes on their message and phone lines after their voicemail was breached
by international hackers last week. 

According to Kate Davies, executive director of the museum, anyone
who called the museum last week would hear a young man heavily breath-
ing instead of the museum’s message. 

After the public alerted the museum of the distorted message, MCI
Fraud Unit was able to trace the hacking back to the Philippines.
According to MCI, the hackers gained illegal entry into the voicemail
through their computers, hoping to leave a message that could be used for
fraudulent long distance calls that would later be rerouted to the caller’s
phone. 

Since the incident, DMOA has returned its voicemail to its normal
recording. 

The museum requests that any further difficulties be reported in an
email and sent to dmoa.newmuseum@earthlink.net. 

“We didn’t lose the game. We just ran
out of time.”

--Vince Lombardi



Second Lieutenant Eugene Choi, Warren alumni, graduated from the
United States Military Academy on May 27, 2006 with a Bachelors of
Science in International Relations and Environmental Engineering.
Upon graduation, he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the
United States Army by President George W. Bush.  He then joined the
Armor Branch and recently graduated from the Mounted Officer
Basic Course at Fort Knox, Ky.  His first assignment will be as a tank
or scout platoon leader in South Korea with the 2nd Infantry Division.  

DJAA taking baseball sign-ups
DOWNEY – The Downey Junior Athletic Association (DJAA) is now

taking sign-ups for the baseball season.
Sign-ups will be held March 3 and March 10 at Apollo Park from 10

a.m. to 1 p.m. New this year is t-ball for kindergarteners.
Children should have a copy of their birth certificate, last report card

or school ID and registration fees, $60, when signing up. The baseball
league is open to boys and girls grades K-8.

Call (562) 861-3727 with questions.

Free tax services for firefighters
DOWNEY – Liberty Tax Service is waiving tax preparation fees for

firefighters. The tax breaks will be honored March 3-11.
“Often the service these community servants provide puts them in

harm’s way to keep our streets and neighborhoods safe. They respond
quickly to our needs, and we wish to show our appreciation in this way,”
Hiral Kapadia, owner of the Liberty Tax Service Downey branch, said.
“This is our way of saying thanks.

Liberty Tax Service is at 8646 E. Florence Avenue in Downey. For
information, call (562) 904-1040.

Microsoft Excel class at Downey library
DOWNEY – Adults can learn the basics of Microsoft Excel during a

free class offered by the Downey City Library March 10 from 10:30 a.m.
to noon in the computer lab.

“Introduction to Excel” will teach students how to create a workbook,
format worksheets, enter and edit data and use simple calculations and for-
mulas. Excel can also be used to create spreadsheets for tracking finances
or inventory items.

For reservations, call (562) 904-7360, ext. 32.

Reservations due soon for luncheon
DOWNEY – The OLPH Women’s Guild will hold its annual luncheon

honoring their past presidents on March 10 at the Rio Hondo Events
Center at 11 a.m. Price of admission is $25 and reservations are due by
March 5.

Payments should be sent to Polly Glenn, 7314 Cleargrove Dr.,
Downey, CA 90240. Checks should be made payable to Catholic Women’s
Guild.

Rancho’s Amistad Gala March 24
LONG BEACH – The 21st Annual Amistad Gala, an evening to ben-

efit the patients of Rancho Los Amigos Rehabilitation Center, will be held
March 24 at the Westin Long Beach Hotel in Long Beach.

The black-tie event is titled “The Art of Partnership” and will feature
a silent auction and reception starting at 5:30 p.m. and dinner and program
at 7.

Rancho will be honoring Bank of America, Robert Thome, Marilyn
Pires and the Los Amigos Research & Education.

For information on attending, call (562) 401-7053. 

Contestants will vie 
for Miss Downey crown

DOWNEY – Contestants have been announced for the annual Miss
Downey Pageant, which will be held this year March 17 at the Downey
Theatre.

There are 46 girls competing this year for the titles of Miss Downey
and Miss Teen Downey.

Tickets to the pageant are $22 and available for purchase through the
contestants or by calling the pageant director, Susan Domen, at (562)
7172.

Anyone wishing to help sponsor a contestant or donate towards the
awards program should contact Domen as well.

Annual Arc Walk, still
growing, set March 24
 Eleventh annual walk expected to raise thou-

sands and create awareness.
BY JOHN ADAMS

EDITOR EMERITUS
DOWNEY – A gala outdoor event that combines the finer aspects of

exercise with the caring for one’s fellow man will be offered Sat., March
24 in the Stonewood Center lot next to the Acapulco Restaurant. 

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. with walks of one and two mile cours-
es set to start at 8 a.m.

The ARC, formerly known as the Association for Retarded Citizens,
maintains training and educational facilities at 9501 Washburn Road,
Downey.

In 10 years, this event has grown from 220 participants in 1997 to 2000
in 2006 and raised more than $550,000 to help with the more than 40 pro-
grams.

The Arc hopes to exceed the 28 major sponsors of last year’s event.
Many businesses, families and church groups participate as teams with
cheering sections and balloons. A major high school marching band
attends each year, along with many clowns and cartoon characters. 

Registration is $10 with children under 10 free.

Carranza graduates from Army course
DOWNEY – Army National Guard Pvt. Kevin A. Carranza has grad-

uated from the Automated Logistical Specialist Advanced Individual
Training course at the U.S. Army Quartermaster Center and School at Fort
Lee in Petersburg, Va.

The course is designed to train soldiers to establish and maintain stock
records and other documents such as inventory, material control, account-
ing and support reports, and automated and manual accounting records.
Carranza was also trained to perform stock record/warehouse functions
pertaining to receipt, storage and distribution.

He also learned to review and verify bills of lading, contracts and pur-
chase orders, in addition to repairing and constructing shipping crates for
equipment and supplies.

Carranza is the son of Rosa Carranza of Downey.



F a m i l y
P r a c t i c e
R e s i d e n c y
Program. 

As a mem-
ber of the
D o w n e y
R e g i o n a l
M e d i c a l
Center Board of Directors for near-
ly five years, he has proven to be a
calm yet determined force for unity
and progressive medical care in the
midst of some very challenging
times.”

Osteopathic Physicians (Doctor
of Osteopathy or D.O.) are fully
educated and licensed to practice
all aspects of medicine. They are
physicians who may be certified to
specialize in family medicine,
obstetrics/gynecology, pediatrics,
surgery, internal medicine, and all
other medical specialties and sub-
specialties.

They use all of the resources of
modern medicine to prevent,
detect, and treat disease, but they
also offer their patients something
extra. Osteopathic physicians are
specially trained to perform
Osteopathic Manipulative
Treatment (OMT), a method in
which they use their hands to diag-
nose and treat the patient, giving
particular attention to muscles and
nerves, joints, bones. OMT is
employed to relieve pain and dis-
comfort and to assist the body’s
ability to heal itself. 

The Poets’ Corner
High Wire Act

High up above the garden wall
where cats but gaze and pigeons call
I saw a tree rat hurrying
along phone line scurrying

I thought perhaps that it would fall
And as I watched that rat so small
I paused a little worrying
And pitied that poor furry thing

This act has lasted several days
We both have had our separate ways
So ratty hasn’t fallen yet – 
Well, tree rats work without a net

— John Vincent,
Downey

2 a.m.
it’s 2 a.m. and I can’t sleep
because I’m thinking about you
tossing and turning, eyes shut tight
but my mind wanders back to you
I wonder if you’re sleeping or if you’re awake
and if so, what’s on your mind?
it’s 2 a.m. and I wonder
is it me that’s on your mind?
I fight the temptation to grab my phone
and call you this late at night
I have nothing to say, nothing really
just that I love you and good night
I want to hear you say hello
I want to hear you speak
I want you to put my mind at ease
it’s 2 a.m. and I can’t sleep

—Eric Maxim,
Downey

 
 
 
 

Company took a look. His only explanation was that the area around
Rancho Los Amigos was known to contain quicksand. He said that might
explain the hose’s sinking, but didn’t explain how the hose got through the
thick layer of topsoil to begin with. 

It couldn’t be gophers, reasoned the experts, because gophers don’t go
straight down and have not been known to overpower trucks. The nearest
sewer line was 30 feet away. 

In the 1950s atomic radiation was a catch-all explanation for many
aspects of the unknown. Geiger counters were called in, but they showed
no unusual radiation. 

Old-timers suggested that the Rio Hondo River might have changed its
underground channel and be sucking the hose down. 

Others recalled when they buried a cow 10 years before and barely got
out of the pit alive when it caved in due to quicksand. 

By this time the nation’s wire service had got hold of the story. 
Di Peso was disgusted with media hounds tramping across his lawn

and asking him the same questions again and again. He was so tired he
decided to end the matter, and cut the hose off Sunday night, covering over
the spot where it had entered the earth. 

The media and amateur scientists were aghast. They appealed to his
sense of fair play. He couldn’t just walk away from this! 

Overwhelmed, he dug up the hose end and wired the pieces back
together. It was now Tuesday night. The hose had slowed down. But it was
still inching its way downward. 

Meanwhile, in keeping with their growing fame as the keepers of the
hose, the Di Peso family appeared on Art Linkletter’s TV show, “House
Party,” and were given a TV. One Samaritan even donated $5 for Di Peso
to repair his battered lawn. 

After the TV appearance the hose mania cooled down. The world may
never know whether the hose disappeared into the earth in its entirety or
was again cut. Di Peso had stopped talking. He and his family breathed a
sigh of relief and returned to a normal life. 

However, the hose has never been completely forgotten. John Vincent
of the Downey Historical Society received a phone call from a columnist
on the Baltimore Sun in July of 1988. The writer wanted to know if there
was anything new about the hose? 

His newspaper had carried a series of stories on the odd incident in
1955, and he said he’d encountered the old clippings and thought he’d call. 

So you see, the story resurfaces occasionally, even though the hose
doesn’t!

TRAVELER
Continued from page 1

Kids Day scheduled for May 12
DOWNEY – This year’s Kids Day will take place May 12 at Furman

Park from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the City of Downey Community Services
Department has announced.

This will be the 20-year anniversary of the event, which will carry the
theme, “Shaping a Healthy Future for Downey’s Youth.”

All of the awards, entertainment, refreshments and carnival supplies
and prizes are obtained through the support of the community. Sponsors
will be recognized at the Hall of Fame event May 2 at the Downey
Theatre, in the winter Community Services Guide and in numerous press
releases.

For information on how to contribute, call (562) 904-7238.

DRMC doctor named
osteopathic president

DOWNEY – Dr. Mark
Schneider became President of the
Osteopathic Physicians and
Surgeons of California (OPSC) last
month and will serve for a one-year
term, Downey Regional Medical
Center announced this week.

The OPSC is a chartered divi-
sional society of the American
Osteopathic Association. It is the
only professional organization rep-
resenting the interests of osteopath-
ic physicians in California.

Schneider also serves on the
Downey Regional Medical Center
Hospital Board of Directors and as
Program Director of the DRMC
Family Practice Residency
Program. He practices with
Community Medical Group in
Downey.

At Schneider’s Feb. 24 OPSC
induction in Palm Springs, DRMC
CEO Allen Korneff stated, “It has
been my privilege to work with
Mark for more than two decades,
and I can tell you he is highly
regarded by his physician peers
and the physicians-in-training that
he mentors. Mark Schneider joined
our medical staff in 1984 and
throughout his tenure with us has
capably served in key leadership
positions at the hospital. 

“He was president of our med-
ical staff in 2000-2002. He has
served for multiple terms on the
Medical Executive Committee and
continues to be our Chairman of
the Department of Family Practice,
and Residency Director for our

Gafin will host series 
of town hall meetings 

DOWNEY – Mayor Pro Tem David Gafin will update residents and
business owners on the current state of the city, while discussing the chal-
lenges and successes of District 1, when he hosts a series of town hall
meetings throughout the month of March.

“I want to hear from my constituents and update them on the happen-
ings of the city,” Gafin said. “Involvement is a fundamental ingredient to
making our democracy work. My constituents elected me to represent
them and getting together with them at their convenience to discuss our
progress is extremely important to me.”

Gafin will host five town hall meetings, listed below.
March 7 6 – 7 p.m.    Carpenter School, 9439 Foster Street
March 15 6 – 7 p.m.    Gauldin School, 9724 Spry Street
March 21 6 – 7 p.m.    Ward School, 8851 Adoree Street
March 29 6 – 7 p.m.    Lewis School, 13220 Bellflower Blvd.
Free child care will be provided during the meetings and no reserva-

tions are required. Meetings will follow similar format with question-and-
answer periods at the end of each meetings.

‘Mastering Your Speech’ seminar
DOWNEY – Downey Toastmasters Club #587 is presenting

“Mastering Your Speech” on March 6 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in Room
116 at the First Baptist Church of Downey located at 8348 3rd St. 

Lance Miller, the 2005 World Champion of Public Speaking, will share
the many tips and secrets he discovered, developed and used to become
the world champion. 

The event is free and the community is invited.
For information, call (562) 928-2658.



Letters to the Editor:

Limitless
By Brooke Karli

For the majority of my life, I have been raised going to
church. And in the countless number of times I have sat in the
green-colored pews, I have heard the personal testimonies of
many individuals, ranging from the professional football
player that was addicted to drugs, to the man who nearly
killed his family and himself. Their testimonies weren’t just
about overcoming their addictions and problems, but more so
about how God gave them new life.

In a packed sanctuary at Calvary Chapel of Downey two
weeks ago, I heard a testimony unlike any I have ever heard
before. Twenty-four year old Nick Vujicic has never been
addicted to drugs, committed a crime or had thoughts of sui-
cide. He instead has had to endure emotional hurts due to his
physical appearance – he was born without arms and legs. 

At first glance, it is a little strange to see a man made of
only a head, torso and what he calls a “chicken wing,” a piece
of flesh that mocks the look of a foot, minus three toes. And
you can’t help but wonder how a person with such circum-
stances can be so happy and filled with life.

For Nick, it’s all about perspective. Is it hard to live with-
out the help of two arms and legs? Of course. Is it frustrating
and sometimes unbearable? Undoubtedly. But for Nick, he
looks at his life as a short visit here on Earth, and why not
share his story with those who face challenges, whether phys-
ical or not. 

There may be no medical explanation for Nick’s condi-
tion, but he knows that there is a reason for everything – it’s
just a matter of what you do with what you’re given.

For him, it’s a transformation of going, “from life without
limbs, to life without limits.” 

Visit his website at www.lifewithoutlimbs.org and be
inspired by an individual who doesn’t need arms and legs to
make a difference in the world. 

Health savings accounts:
Vegas or bust?

By Laura L. Casey
What does consumer driven health care mean? Quick, run out and get

a High Deductible Health Plan (HDHP), stock your Health Savings
Account (HSA) with tax free dollars and save, save, save on those month-
ly premiums. A dream come true. 

First, did anybody really understand what they were buying when they
bought their managed care PPO or HMO insurance? Did anybody read
their Certificate of Coverage, the legal document that binds the subscriber
to their insurance company, before some health crisis struck? Of course
not, we’re Americans - we never get sick. My employer provides me with
‘good insurance’; I don’t need to worry about a thing. The insurance
industry’s latest buzz, Consumer Driven Health Care, is the latest attempt
to curb our health care spending.

When are we going to learn, that in order to improve our health care
delivery system we are going to have to participate in the process and get
out of denial? That now creates a financial crisis for the family in addition
to the health crisis.

Truth be known, you will eventually place your chips on black and the
roulette ball will land in the red - literally. Realize the insurance industry
has already done the math and know the odds lie in their favor. They oth-
erwise wouldn’t be offering the product.

I still don’t understand the term consumer driven health care and how
it relates to helping the health care consumer make more informed choic-
es. It may begin to make more sense when I can know what my care will
cost and have a simple indemnity plan to cover what I use. After decades
of teaching me how managed health care works I will keep my PPO and
place my bets in Vegas.
Laura Casey is the author of “How to Get the Health Care You Want” ,
available at www.amazon.com.

Bond interpretation
Dear Editor:

Your staff writer reported that Downey Unified School District joined
with some business called California Municipal Finance Authority and
created a new entity and named it the Downey School Facilities Financing
Authority (The Downey Patriot, 2/23/07). This new entity’s first act was
to authorize the school district to become indebted to the tune of $24 mil-
lion to the California Municipal Finance Authority, whoever they are.

The net result, says Kevin Condon, Asst. Supt. Business Services, will
be to release $1.5 million in additional funds for school modernization.

This will save taxpayers money?
My interpretation of what the article says is probably wrong, but the

whole thing sounds like a bunch of flimflam, dealing off the bottom of the
deck to me. Issuing bonds is something like taking out a second mortgage
on your house. I’d like to know how general obligation bonds can be
issued without approval by the voters; how much money the DUSD will
receive and how much money in total they will have to pay back. And how
will all the money be spent?

I’d also like to learn how I, as a property owner and taxpayer, will save
money. Are my taxes going to decrease? Possibly, The Downey Patriot
could explain this in a subsequent article so I know the DUSD is doing a
good thing.
— Russell Rankin, Sr.,
Downey

Golden Arches first in Downey
Dear Editor: 

Now is the time to clarify the issue of McDonald’s being first in
Downey. That distinction belongs to San Bernardino. 

The Golden Arches erected on the corner of Florence and Lakewood
for all to see how many hamburgers sold is the first McDonald’s Golden
Arches – not the building preparing the food for customers. 

Since Bob Riding has been visiting Downey for 45 years, perhaps I
served him when Harvey’s Broiler was in its prime. 

Perhaps he will go see the Golden Arches on his next visit. 
—Catherine Reed,
Downey

We like this idea, too
Dear Editor:

I have a great idea, something you may already be doing. How about
having a regular “Interview” column each week? How about an interview
with Dr. Mary Stauffer? How about interviewing Gerald Caton or various
city council members? Businesses, students, civic leaders, etc.?

As an example, I recently read a great bio piece by Henry Veneracion
on Downey Unified School District’s Kevin Condon. We are lucky to have
so many wonderful people who do a great job or volunteer time to make
Downey a better place. We have many people, like my mother, who in her
late 80’s is still very involved.

Interviews and human interest stories are insightful and always
enjoyed by this reader.

Keep up the good work.
— Larry Latimer,
Downey

Donations greatly appreciated
Dear Editor:

Downey High School Band Boosters would like to thank the follow-
ing wonderful people who have donated to our children of hardship fami-
lies:

Mas Nakamura of Downey, Clifford Young of Downey, Ivar and Helen
Skovseth of Downey, David N. Stein of Downey Eye Care Center, John
and Diana Moser, and Doug and Rachel McClure.

The money received helps students pay fees that range between $350-
$500 each year. 
We have some children that want to be in the music program but cannot
afford to pay the fees due to financial reasons. We will not turn away any
child who loves music and wants to participate in the program, but this of
course puts a burden on the program, especially if we have several chil-
dren that cannot afford to pay, so the donations are greatly appreciated.
— Jeni Meza,
DHS Band Booster Treasurer

How much ‘ugly’ can a million buy?
Dear Editor:

Just go look at any of the concrete catastrophes erupting in our neigh-
borhoods. The uniqueness and charm of our West Coast bungalow and
ranch-style city has been forever altered by these cold, character-less, stuc-
co boxes that are long on gaudiness and short on style. These houses
would fit better in a desert area like Indio or Moreno Valley, or a planned
community like Irvine.

These things are all designed by architects who have at least one thing
in common: they can’t design a house with an attractive front door. Thirty-
foot columns don’t replace the warmth of a front door that says, “Welcome
to our home, friends, come on in.” Turrets and balconies shout, “Lower the
drawbridge! The visitors approach!” What about the neighbors that now
have shadow where there used to be sun and breezes? Canyon-like walls
looming over your home must be very imposing and couldn’t offer any
sense of privacy (“…since you’re now hovering over my backyard, what
do you think of my backstroke? Oh, and I hope the top of my garage roof
doesn’t cut into your view of my driveway.”).

As I was driving through our city today a thought occurred to me:
some of these boxy balcony palaces look like flashy, cheesy restaurants in
a foreign country. I know ugly (like beauty) is in the eye of the beholder,
but I just can’t seem to get this ugly out of my eyes! Seeing two of them
racing to up right across the street from each other would be funny if it
wasn’t twice as ugly.

I wonder how many of the original buyers will stay in these houses for
the rest of their lives. These have got to be the only type of real estate in
California that will lose value from the instant they’re bought. My home
has nearly quadrupled in value in 10 years…but I can’t see a million dol-
lars of ugly being worth four million in 2017 (ugly may be cheap but I bet
it won’t bring a good return on the initial investment). How many of these
houses will go into default in the next few years? I know how many
Downey is stuck with: All of them.

A million dollars can buy a lot of ugly, but it can’t buy an ounce of
charm. We need serious neighborhood preservation in our city. I under-
stand there are laws on the books that relate to maintaining the character
of existing neighborhoods. Can someone explain to me why they aren’t
being enforced?
— Richard McAllister,
Downey

Corrections
•An item last week incorrectly stated that the Hoag Foundation was spon-
soring an orchestra concert for Downey fifth graders. They are not.
•The caption underneath the photo of actress Erin Marie last week listed
incorrect movie titles. She has not acted in any movies.
•The Gangs Out of Downey luncheon set for April 18 is not sold out, as
previously reported. Tickets, expected to sell out, are still available.
•The singer Allinda will perform at La Villa restaurant Saturday, March 3.

Letters to the editor may be submitted by writing to The Downey Patriot,
11525 Downey Ave., Suite A, Downey CA 90241 or by e-mail to
downeypatriot@yahoo.com



On This Day...
March 2, 1836: Texas declares its indepedence from Mexico.
1903: The Martha Washington Hotel opens in New York City. It was the first hotel built exclusive-
ly for women.
1940: Elmer Fudd makes his television debut in the cartoon, “Elmer’s Candid Camera.”
1962: Wilt Chamberlain scores 100 points against the New York Knicks, setting the National
Basketball Association record for points in a game.

SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY



agenda placement order of the “City Council Announcements, Requests
for Future Agenda Items and Conference Meeting Reports,” the Council,
in a minute action, decided to place Council Announcements at the top of
the hour, to take advantage of a greater crowd at the beginning of meet-
ings, and put Requests for Future Agenda Items at the end.    

Gafin says he is reviving the concept of a town hall meeting. The first
of such meetings was scheduled for yesterday, March 1, at Alameda
Elementary; the second is scheduled for Wednesday, March 7 at Carpenter.
He said Asst. to the City Manager Scott Pohmren has prepared a 20-
minute PowerPoint presentation for the purpose.

In other non-agenda public comments, someone pointed out that the
city look into the fencing that would protect the proposed Space Learning
Center and park. The Council said it would attend to this.  

In closing staff comments, Caton dispelled fears by some that the
opening of the Downy Landing retail complex might have a deleterious
effect on Stonewood Mall. Instead, the City Manager said, Stonewood
reported a 5 percent sales increase last year, and made plans to add capi-
tal improvements to the mall.    

The next regular public meeting of the City Council will be on
Tuesday, March 13 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall, 11111 Brookshire Ave. 

COUNCIL
Continued from page 1

In other action the Council: 
•Adopted an urgency ordinance extending, for a period of 10 months

and 15 days, a moratorium on any further actions affecting the property
known as “Johnie’s Broiler’ located at 7447 E. Firestone Blvd.
Councilmember Kirk Cartozian said the situation won’t be resolved
overnight and that the moratorium  will provide sufficient time to consid-
er all possible options (concurred by everyone), including laying the
groundwork for possible “criminal and civil” litigation (Dave Gafin),
against the property owner. 

Lennie Whittington suggested that the graffiti problem at the site was
getting worse, and that abatement procedures are needed. 

•Approved the extension of an on-call real estate appraisal services
agreement with The Bronstein Company Inc. (TBC), as the city continues
with its right-of-way acquisition efforts for Phase 3 of the Lakewood
Boulevard Improvement (LBI) Project (between Telegraph Rd. and Fifth
St.). The city has worked with Tarzana-based TBC before. The agreement
applies to other related projects, including roadway improvements (antic-
ipating future increased traffic volumes) at the Paramount Blvd./Firestone
Blvd. and Bellflower Blvd./Imperial Highway intersections;

•Referred to a Hearing Officer an appeal of conditions on the previous-
ly issued police permit for entertainment/dancing issued to Hully Gully,
located at 9559 Imperial Highway;

•Adopted a resolution prohibiting parking of vehicles on both sides of
Paramount Blvd. (between Florence Ave. and Lubec St.), a distance of
approximately 800 ft., to “improve traffic flow, reduce congestion and
enhance traffic safety.”  The measure would moreover ease the movement
of emergency vehicles as Fire Station No. 3 is located in that stretch;

•Adopted a resolution approving the final subdivision of Parcel 

Map No. 60925, located at 9804 Brookshire Ave., approving an agreement
with the subdivider and accepted a subdivision improvement cash deposit
as surety. The agreement contains necessary public works and safety
improvements as conditions of approval. The improvements generally call
for installation of a streetlight, street trees, water meters, sewer laterals,
driveway approaches, and property line monuments;

•Adopted an ordinance amending Section 3186 of the Downey
Municipal Code relating to the speed limits for Tweedy Lane. The
California Vehicle Code (CVC) requires engineering and traffic (E&T)
surveys be conducted periodically for many roadway segments in order to
post speed limits and allow enforcement by radar. Based on recently com-
pleted E&T surveys by the Public Works Department, in conjunction with
still current 2004 Federal/State manual procedures, the speed limit
between Florence Ave. and Suva St. will be increased from 25mph to 30
mph, that between Suva St. and Gallatin Rd. stays at 25 mph (speed limit
is always 25mph in school zones when children are present);

•Awarded a cash contract to Palp, Inc., dba Excel Paving Company,
who submitted the lowest bid, in the amount of almost $2.5 million, and
appropriating $1.5 million from the Prop C Funds and $1.1 million from
the Gas Tax Fund, for the construction of raised medians of Imperial
Highway between Bellflower Blvd. and Paramount Blvd., for a total dis-
tance of about 1.9 miles. 

In the course of further deliberations, with contributions from the floor
and Councilmembers alike, it was made clear that similar improvements
to cover the entire city limits of the Imperial Highway corridor are
planned. After Councilmember Mario Guerra pointed out that the pro-
posed new light on La Reina St. would have a disruptive impact on the
immediate vicinity, City Manager Gerald Caton said a team including per-
haps the concerned Councilmember(s) seek the input of the would-be
affected citizens, and that the matter be brought up in the next Council
meeting. 

•After the City Clerk formally brought up the matter of the varying 

Book club chooses ‘Water for Elephants’
DOWNEY – The Downey City Library Book Lover’s Club has cho-

sen “Water for Elephants” by Sara Gruen as this month’s featured selec-
tion.

In the book, 90-year old Jacob Jankowski is spending his days in a
nursing home but recalls his colorful life with the Benzini Brothers Circus
during the Depression era.

The book club will meet March 8 from noon to 1 p.m. in the Cormack
Room of the library. New club members are invited to the meeting and
light refreshments will be served.

Reservations are recommended by calling (562) 904-7360, ext. 3.



Steve Roberson, broker/owner of Century 21 My Real Estate, provid-
ed his rendition of “My Woman, My Wife,” and “On a Beach
Somewhere” when Kiwanis Club of Downey and Downey Los Amigos
Kiwanis joined together recently to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Photo
by Gwynn Gustafson, Co-Op Cache Consulting

‘I Land’ one-person 
performance in L.A.

LOS ANGELES – East West Players continues its 41st anniversary
season with “I Land,” a solo performance written and performed by Keo
Woolford and directed by Roberto Uno.

At once hilarious, defiant and transcendent, “I Land” weaves together
traditional Hawaiian hula, hip-hop, Hawaiian talk story and spoken word.
“I Land” is acclaimed actor and hula dancer Woolford’s moving search for
the meaning of heritage in a post-modern world. In this semi-autobio-
graphical journey, Woolford navigates the many worlds where hula lives,
from backyards parties, to Hollywood kitsch, to the realm of the sacred.
Along the way islands separated by geography and culture collide: a hotel
hula show and a conservatory audition, Catholic high school and an evan-
gelical church service, a moment of pop stardom and the opportunity to
learn from a hula master.

“We are very excited to have Keo Woolford on our stage once again,”
Tim Dang, East West Players’ artistic director, said. “East West Players is
very excited to bring this new solo piece to the stage. The fusion of bring-
ing different elements of what it is to be Native Hawaiian and American is
what EQP is all about. Keo’s charming personality and talent will draw in
any audience member.”

Woolford returns to the East West Players stage after his performance
in “Stew Rice” which garnered rave reviews by numerous critics. Other
East West Players productions include “Pacific Overtures,” “Heading
East,” and “Big Hunk O’ Burning Love.” He has appeared on stage nation-
ally with the London Palladium, IMUA! Theater Company, Red Room
and the Morgan-Wixson.

Director Roberta Uno is currently the program officer for Arts, Media
and Culture at the Ford Foundation. She is one of the co-founders and the
founding artistic director of the New World Theater at the University of
Massachusetts.

“I Land” was recently performed at the Asia Society and Museum for
one weekend in November. After its run at East West Players, it will return
to the East Coast with the Ma Yi Theater Company from April 20 – May
13.

“I Land” opens locally March 21 and closes April 8. Opening night
will be accompanied by a pre-performance cocktail reception and a post-
show reception with the cast and creative team. Performances are
Wednesdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. An
American Sign Language-interpreted performance is scheduled for April
1 at 2 p.m.

All performances will be held in the David Henry Hwang Theater at
the Union Center for the Arts, located in Little Tokyo at 120 Judge John
Aiso St., Los Angeles.

General ticket prices are $35 in the orchestra and $30 in the balcony. 
Opening night tickets are $60 for all seats. Senior, student and group

discounts are available.
For tickets, subscription requests or more information, call (213) 625-

7000 or visit www.eastwestplayers.org.

Art Institute giving away six scholarships
LOS ANGELES – Are you a high school student passionate about the

film industry? Do you like to design or animate? Develop web sites?
If so, you’re invited to enter the High School Scholarship Competition

sponsored by The Art Institute of California – Los Angeles. The Art
Institute will give up to six high school seniors graduating in 2007 a full-
tuition scholarship to complete studies in one of its programs.

Specific eligibility and entry details are available at www.aischolar-
ship.com/losangeles.

Orchid auction open to the public
LONG BEACH – The annual orchid auction of the Long Beach

Amateur Orchid Society will be held March 12 at 6:30 p.m. at the
American Legion Post 496, 5938 Parkcrest in Long Beach (1/2 block
south of Carson and Woodruff).

Orchids of all kinds, including cattleyas, dendrobiums, phalaenopsis,
vandas and cymbidiums, will be available for purchase. The plants will be
supplied by award-winning commercial growers and amateur collectors.

The event is open to the public and serves as the major fundraiser for
the Society. For information, call (714) 539-4937.

Library will honor volunteers at breakfast
DOWNEY – The Downey City Library will be hosting its 23rd

Annual Volunteer and Major Donor Recognition Breakfast on April 21
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Rio Hondo Golf Club.

Downey graduate offers advice in book
DOWNEY – Emanuel Balarie, a graduate of Downey High School,

has recently finished writing a book titled, “Commodities for Every
Portfolio: How You Can Profit from the Long-Term Commodity Boom,”
which can be purchased on Amazon.com.

After graduating from UC Berkeley, Balarie started his career with
Merrill Lynch in San Francisco and was later the vice president of invest-
ments at Euro Pacific Capital in Newport Beach.

Currently, he is the senior market strategist for Wisdom Financial,
where he advises high net worth individuals and institutions on the com-
modity markets.

Some of Balarie’s media appearances include CNBC, The Wall Street
Journal, MSNBC, The Economist and Money Week.  

‘Glory of Easter’
returns to Cathedral

GARDEN GROVE – “The Glory of Easter,” seen worldwide by mil-
lions, returns March 23 to the Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove. Since
debuting more than 20 years ago, the show has become a vivid recreation
of the betrayal and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.

“The Glory of Easter brings one of the holiest days of the year to life,”
said co-director and writer Jeanne Dunn. “Watching the performance
under the all-glass cathedral allows a personal connection to the charac-
ters, creating a unique and emotional bond with the audience and the cast.”

“The Glory of Easter” features a pre-recorded score by the Long and
Seattle Symphony orchestras, colorful period costumes, flying angels, live
animals and a cast of more than 200 volunteer and professional perform-
ers. For years, entire families have come together to be a part of the pro-
duction.

“Being a part of the show strengthens their commitment to each other
and their faith,” said Dunn. “One can feel the emotion seeing a mother on-
stage with her son, or father and daughter performing together.”

“The Glory of Easter” presents state-of-the-art special effects and
environmental elements such as earthquakes, thunder and lightning.
Combined with eight trumpeters and four drummers who perform from
the balconies, the music travels throughout every corner of the Cathedral.

The flying angels provide an important role, acting as God’s messen-
gers throughout the production.

“As the angels descend high atop the ceiling, it’s as if they are coming
down from heaven,” said Dunn. “The audience is always amazed by their
gentle yet powerful presence.”

As the 2007 engagement begins, Dunn looked ahead on how its mes-
sage will impact the audience this season.

“After the performance, many leave the Cathedral with tears in their
eyes,” she said. “The thought of the ultimate sacrifice is a powerful emo-
tion. Our goal with ‘The Glory of Easter’ is to continue the message of for-
giveness for future generations.”

“The Glory of Easter” performs most nights, March 23 – April 7. For
more information or to purchase tickets, visit www.crystalcathedral.org or
call (877) 54-GLORY.

Tickets are $35-$45 with special discount nights and group pricing
available. The Crystal Cathedral is at 12141 Lewis Street in Garden
Grove.

Stephen Reynolds, Susan Dohan and Jeffrey Landman star in the
Downey Civic Light Opera production of “The Roar of the
Greasepaint - The Smell of the Crowd”, now playing at the Downey
Theatre. Marsha Moode is executive director and Brandee Williams
choreographer. Tickets are available by calling (562) 923-1714. The
final performance is March 11.

Local Concerts
this week
FRIDAY, MARCH 2

DJ Quik - HOB Anaheim
Jumpin’ Jack Flash - Coach House
Snow Patrol - Gibson Amph.

SATURDAY
AFI - Coussoulis Arena (San
Bernardino)
DJ Quik - HOB Hollywood
Dropkick Murphys  - Grove of
Anaheim
Musiq - HOB Anaheim

SUNDAY
DJ Quik - HOB Hollywood

MONDAY
Christina Aguilera - Honda Center

TUESDAY
Christina Aguilera - Staples Center
The Killers - Santa Barbara Events
Center

New on DVD
this week

MOVIES
Borat: Cultural Learnings of Amer.
Confetti
Fast Food Nation
Let’s Go to Prison
Peter Pan (Platinum Edition)
The Three Musketeers (1948)

TELEVISION/MISC.
Hawaii Five-O - Season 1
Moonlighting - Season 5
Northern Exposure - Season 6
Stargate Atlantis - Season 2

New CD’s
this week

Mary Chapin Carpenter - Calling
The Notorious B.I.G. - Greatest Hits

Korn - MTV Unplugged
Relient K - Five Score and Seven

Years Ago
Gary Allan - Greatest Hits

Finger Eleven - Them VS You VS
Me

“I have often regretted my speech,
never my silence.”

--Xenocrates

Sebastian Sidi concert this Saturday
DOWNEY – Sebastian Sidi will give a free live instrumental concert

this Saturday, March 3, at La Villa Peruvian Restaurant in Downey, start-
ing at 8 p.m.

The night will also feature an opening performance by up-and-coming
artist, Allinda, who will sing popular songs by Celine Dion, Whitney
Houston and other well-known artists.

Sidi’s music is a blend of rock, classical, tango, and Latin rhythms. He
will also be joined by Jim Sitterly, violinist for John Tesh.

Reservations are available by calling (562) 923-1219. La Villa is locat-
ed near the intersection of Downey Avenue and Stewart & Gray Road.

Information is also available at www.myspacecom/sebastiansidi or
www.myspace.com/allinda.



enhanced by high-powered admin-
istrators and associates around her:
“This is an awesome, awesome
District team!”

Showing her tender side, Cairns
recounts the time when her mother
visited her in her office barely a
week before she died in 1985. Sara
says her mother, who nevertheless
was an avid reader and got her
interested in reading—for which
she has forever been thankful—
“simply couldn’t comprehend how
her daughter had ‘made’ it” despite
their poor circumstances. “I had
this nice office and by then already
making $55,000, and to her it
seemed like a million dollars! “I
wish she were still around tdoday
so I can share all this success and
progress of mine with her.”

CAIRNS
Continued from page 1

-cessing and student/parent infor-
mation services, grant writing, and
uniform complaint procedures—all
of which point to one overarching
goal: student achievement.

Of Scottish descent, Cairns is
thus charged with the monumental
task of making sure each middle
school and high school student on
the campuses succeed academical-
ly. Of course, despite everybody’s
best efforts, 100 percent success is
not achieved. This pains her no
end. She believes that with the
right program, the right learning
and support environment, and
enough encouragement (and, of
course, a responsive, willful stu-
dent), there’s no reason why every
student enrolled in the district
should not graduate. After all, all
kinds of support mechanisms are in
place. Remediation and interven-
tion measures, including tutorials
and the like, provide avenues
where students may be put right
back on track. This is what federal-
ly-mandated programs such as No
Child Left Behind, etc., are meant
to accomplish. 

Cairns uses her own experience
as an example of how students and
parents “can make a difference.”
She grew up, in Rosemead, with
her mother, who never graduated
high school, and they barely
scraped by. Further, lacking a real
role model, she was only a “B” stu-
dent, she says, all through her pri-
mary grades and high school, just
marking time, and working at odd
jobs. 

Something her mother said at
one point about want of ambition
woke her up, and regarded it as a
challenge. Wanting to prove her
mother wrong, she somehow
enrolled at Cal Poly “to become a
scientist, to find a cure for cancer.”
Once in college, she really hun-
kered down and willed herself to
make straight “A’s,” making Phi
Beta Kappa. Mission accom-
plished, amazing her mother. 

She possessed athletic skills as
well. In high school, she had
played tennis, varsity synchronized
swimming basketball and softball.
At CSU-Long Beach, she played
volleyball, and continued with var-
sity softball. (“Those were my
slimmer days”). Her physical regi-
men today includes working on the
treadmill an hour a day, and with
light weights. On weekends she
walks her two West Highland terri-
ers, ‘Buddy’ and ‘Idgie’—“my two
kids” and named out of  ‘Fried
Green Tomatoes’—in the park and
on the beach (she resides in
Huntington Beach).         

Her decision to become a
teacher came about unexpectedly.
In a physical ed cass she was chal-
lenged to teach three foreign-born
teenage girls who had never gone
near the water how to swim.

Feisty as ever and up to any chal-
lenge hurled her way, Cairns says
she labored for weeks to show the
“green” girls how to float, how to
breathe properly, etc. At the end of
the 6-week course, she says she
had the three swimming gleefully
about in the water in triumph. The
pains it took to teach as disparate a
group as could be assembled, and
the deeply rewarding results she
felt at meeting her coach’s chal-
lenge, made her decide right then
and there to be a teacher instead.

Cairns’ deep involvement with
water continues to this day. Not
only did she teach marine biology
and oceanography, along with sci-
ence and physical ed in the mid-
70s through the mid-80s at
Downey High, she has from time to
time traveled to Maui to go scuba
diving. In the course of which she
says she has swam alongside reef
sharks and spinner dolphins in 30-
to 100-ft. deep water, not recom-
mended for rank tourist-amateurs.. 

Her travels are not confined to
Hawaii. She has been to Japan,
Tanzania, Kenya, Italy, France,
England Belgium, Germany, and
Czechoslovakia, among other
places. 

Cairns has gotten a fair amount
of honors and recognitions for her
work as teacher and administrator.
Among them: the 1994 PTA
Continuing Service Award (the
“Golden Oak” Award), Griffiths
Middle School; the 1996
Administrator of the Year Award
given by the Los Angeles County
Industrial Technology Education
Association; and president of the
Association of California School
Administrators (ASCA), Region
XIV, in 2004-2005. 

At the next ASCA awards cere-
mony April 26 at the Grand Events
Center in Long Beach, she will
receive yet another leadership
award, the prestigious “Central
Office Administrator of the Year
Award,” representing her region.
Here are excerpts from DUSD
Superintendent Dr. Wendy Doty’s
ringing endorsement of her for the
award: “Dr. Cairns’ entire career
has been in Downey, having served
as a high school teacher, vice-prin-
cipal, assistant principal, and mid-
dle school principal…As the
Director of Secondary Education,
(she) has provided strong leader-
ship and support to our administra-
tors and teachers... She has a strong
passion for quality staff develop-
ment, instrumental in introducing
the AVID program to the district
and has expanded the program to
all of our secondary schools… For
the past two years, (she) has been
an active leader on the city’s
CHARACTER COUNTS!
Coalition where the goal is to unify
the Downey Unified School
District, the city of Downey, and a 

host of community service organi-
zations to support student achieve-
ment and the development of good
citizens throughout the city…She
is a strong, well-respected leader in
the district... Dr. Cairns supports
academic excellence, has high
expectation for herself and others,
and has served as mentor for many
administrators. This prestigious
award could not be given to a more
deserving colleague.” Previous
awardees include Drs. Ed Potter,
Ed Sussman, and Wendy Doty,
along with DUSD directors Kent
Halbmaeir (Special Education) and
Phil Davis (Support Programs,
Career and Vocational Education).

The state awardee, for which
Cairns is in the running, will be
announced later. 

Cairns says she loves her job,

many generations. Also, just
opened, is the new “Butterflies
Alive” exhibit, which concludes in
April.

Included in the package is
lunch at the Meerkat Café at noon
and the Wildlife Wonders Show, a
live animal show, presented in the
Tennity Amphitheatre at 2 p.m.
where participants can experience
how animals hunt and live in the
wild.

The return trip to Downey will
feature a stop at the popular Hadley
Fruit Orchards in Cabazon, featur-
ing California’s finest quality
dates, dried fruits and nuts.

Cost of the excursion is $45 per
person. Cash or check is accepted
for payment. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the Downey Theatre box
office Monday through Friday
from noon to 4 p.m.

For more information, call the
box office at (562) 861-8211.

Robbie Banner, Ken White, Steven Hulsey and Jonathan Schoenherz
(left to right) return from the afterlife for one final chance at musical
glory in the musical comedy “Forever Plaid”.

Tickets available for trip
to Living Desert Zoo

DOWNEY – Downey Theatre
has a limited number of tickets
available for its spring excursion to
the Living Desert Zoo and Gardens
on April 21.

Participants of the trip will
depart from City Hall at 7:30 a.m.
and arrive at the Living Desert (in
Palm Springs) at 10 a.m. Once
there, the group will board a tram
and tour the 1,200-acre zoo and
gardens, riding through the
exhibits.

Animals, in their own natural
habitats, include cheetahs, camels,
hyenas, leopards, zebras, meerkats
and many other species found in
the African deserts. In the North
American section, there will be a
visit to Eagle Canyon, home to the
golden eagle, mountain lions, bob-
cats, foxes and a walk-in bird
aviary.

The tour will include the desert
gardens, where visitors will learn
how our local Native Americans
lived in the desert valley for so

‘Forever Plaid’ getting big laughs
LA HABRA – The La Habra Depot Theatre announces the opening of

“Forever Plaid,” a musical comedy about a quartet of high school chums
who die on their way to their first big gig. 

The show runs from March 9 to March 31 at the La Habra Depot
Theatre located at 311 S. Euclid St. in La Habra. 

Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for students, children and seniors. 
For reservations, call (562) 905-9625 or visit www.lhdepottheatre.org. 



Alta Clinger Davis lived
in Downey for 47 years

DOWNEY – Alta Clinger Davis, Downey resident for 47 years,
passed away Feb. 19 at the age of 92.

Davis was born to Martin A. Clinger and Tenie Johnson on July 26,
1914 in Provo, Utah. She attended Lincoln High School, where she was
valedictorian of her class, and went on to attend Henegar Business College
in Salt Lake City. 

After marrying her high school sweetheart Glen in 1936, they moved
to Los Angeles, searching for employment during the Great Depression.
They then moved to Downey in 1959, where they lived in the same home
for 47 years. 

Davis served as a seminary teacher, temple worker and family history
worker, and was involved in the Ward and Stake Relief Society and the
Ward and Stake Young Women. 

She is survived by her husband; children Glenita (Kay Willes), Kent
(Sandy) and Kathleen (Bruce Fisher); 24 grandchildren; many great-
grandchildren; brother Clifton; and sisters Cleo Johnson and LaVerne
Penrod. She was preceded in death by her parents, son Richard and broth-
ers Herschel and Morris.  

Arrangements were done by Allen-English & Estrada Funeral Service
in Bell Gardens.  

Local hospice looking for volunteers
SANTA FE SPRINGS – Companion Hospice Care is now recruiting

volunteers for an upcoming training program. 
Through the program, volunteers can become a needed friend to some-

one, relieve tired caregivers for short periods of time and help with errands
and shopping.  

Each applicant will receive 16 hours of orientation and training from a
professional team, whose goal is to promote quality of life and comfort
measures. 

Training will be held on April 14, 21 and 28, and May 5, at 10330
Pioneer Blvd., Suite 210 in Santa Fe Springs.

For information, contact Deanna Miles at (562) 944-2711 or visit
www.CompanionHospice.com.  Hearing loss group welcomes speaker

LAKEWOOD – The Long Beach/Lakewood Chapter of the Hearing
Loss Association meets at 6:30 p.m. the second Thursday of each month
at the Weingart Senior Center located at 5220 Oliva Ave. in Lakewood.

The March 8 meeting will include a presentation by Joe Voglund, an
audiologist for the Long Beach Unified School District.

For more information, call (562) 433-6509. 

Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard, center, is joined by round-
table participants from various health clinics in the 34th
Congressional District of which Downey is a part of.

Health clinic officials join roundtable
LOS ANGELES – For the second year in a row, Congresswoman

Lucille Roybal-Allard hosted representatives from seven area health care
clinics – all members of the Community Clinic Association of Los
Angeles County – at a roundtable discussion she organized at the Center
for Healthy Community at The California Endowment to discuss the
health care issues of most concern to the clinics and their patients.

A member of the Labor, Health and Human Services and Education
Subcommittee of Appropriations, Roybal-Allard listened to area health
clinic representatives who shared their insights about the impact of feder-
al policies on health care issues facing the residents of the 34th
Congressional District, which includes Downey.

Community clinics and health centers are independent not-for-profit
providers of comprehensive primary health care services. The clinics serve
the working poor, the uninsured, medically high-risk and vulnerable pop-
ulations, regardless of a person’s ability to pay.

Ila Rucks Caselman 
taught Sunday school

DOWNEY – Longtime Downey resident Ila
Rucks Caselman died Feb. 16 at the age of 91.

She was born Nov. 21, 1915 in Bidville, Ark.
She had lived in the area for more than 50 years.

She worked and retired after 30 years of service
from Crown Zellerbach Paper Co. in the City of
Commerce.

For more than 50 years she attended Full Gospel
Assembly of God Church in Bell Gardens. She was
Sunday school superintendent and served in many
other areas as needed.

Caselman is survived by her husband of 73 years, Arlis Caselman;
daughter-in-law, Clidene; granddaughter, Kimberly Villalona; great-
grandchildren, Christopher, Tyler and Courtney Villalona; great-nephew,
Jerry Triska; and many nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her son, James; sisters, Ola (her twin), Buela
and Eula; and brothers, Milford and Roland.

Visitation was held Feb. 20 and services were held Feb. 21 at the Full
Gospel Assembly of God Church. Burial was at Rose Hills Memorial
Park.

Rose Float Assoc. has new president
DOWNEY – The Downey Rose Float Association installed Gary

DeRemer as president when they recently held their annual installation
dinner at Sambi’s Restaurant.

Mike Prokop was the installing officer.
Officers newly installed were Susan Domen, 1st vice president;

Barbara Emry, 2nd vice president; Judy Artherton, 3rd vice president;
Cheri Maldonado, treasurer; Madelyn Barefoot, recording secretary; and
Pam Chambers, corresponding secretary.

The newly-installed board of directors are Nathan York, Martin
Andrede, Lee Ann Sears, Roy Long and Audry Mitchum.

John Vincent and Annett Pasco will be completing the second half of
their two-year term.

Meals on Wheels honoring past president
DOWNEY – Meals on Wheels will honor

outgoing president Roberta Broveleit when they
host their annual luncheon April 25 at the Los
Amigos Country Club. The lunch starts at 12:30
p.m.

George Bridges, a three-year volunteer and
two-year board member, will take over as presi-
dent. Bridges is a Downey resident where he also
practices as a family counselor.

The Downey High School jazz choir will pro-
vide the day’s entertainment.

Meals on Wheels is a non-profit volunteer organization that delivers
meals to clients’ homes in Downey. Meals are delivered from Downey
First Presbyterian Church.

For information on volunteering, services or to make a donation, call
(562) 806-1815.

Effie May Bowker
belonged to 3rd Ward

SANTA FE SPRINGS – Effie May Bowker, a Santa Fe Springs resi-
dent but member of the Downey 3rd Ward, died at her home Feb. 23. She
was 84.

She was born in Oskaloosa, Kans. on Sept. 30, 1922 to Noah Webster
Rice and Katherine Fauber. At the age of 6 months her family, which also
included sisters Lucy and Mary, moved to Huntington Park where her
father built their home on Hill Street.

While growing up in California Bowker attended school at Miles
Avenue Elementary, Gage Junior High and graduated from Huntington
Park High School in 1941.

She was married to Donald Bowker in Las Vegas on Jan. 3, 1949 and
they later had five children: William, Susan, Mary, Donald and Michael.
She was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and
had attended Bell Ward, Santa Fe Springs Ward and Downey 3rd Ward.
Bowker worked as a dental assistant and later as a cafeteria worker for
Corona Avenue School.

She is survived by four children, William, Donald and Michael
Bowker, and Mary Fort; 13 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband in 1992 and her daughter,
Susan, just a couple weeks ago.

Funeral services were held at the Downey 3rd Ward on Feb. 28 with
burial following at Rose Hills Memorial Park. Allen-English & Estrada
Funeral Service in Bell Gardens assisted the family.

Mildred M. Schaffner
passes away in Redlands

DOWNEY – Born Sept. 23, 1920 in Ohio,
Schaffner was a resident of Downey from 1953 to
2002. She was a member of the Downey Women’s
Club, including a term as president of the Juniors.
She was also a participant in Children’s Home
Society and member of the Downey Community
Hospital Auxiliary until 2002 when she moved to
Redlands to be closer to family.

She was predeceased by her husband, James, in
2001 and is survived by four generations of nieces
and nephews.  

A memorial service will be held at Weaver-Hughes Mortuary in
Yucaipa March 10 at 11 a.m. Phone number for information is (909) 790-
3742. 

Memorial contributions may be made in Mildred M. Schaffner’s mem-
ory to the Downey Community Hospital Auxiliary.

Give blood this Sunday
DOWNEY – The American Red Cross will have their Bloodmobile at

Downey First Christian Church on March 4 from 8:30 a.m. to 2: 30 p.m. 
Reservations are available by calling (562) 862-2438 but walk-ins will

be accepted also.



Two-day Hispanic festival in Los Angeles
LOS ANGELES – More than 25,000 Hispanics living in the Westlake,

MacArthur Park and its surrounding areas are expected to participate in
the “Festival de la Primavera”, an annual spring community street fair
scheduled for March 17-18 at the corner of Wilshire Boulevard and
Alvarado Street.

Visitors can enjoy carnival rides and games, arts and crafts, and booths
from various exhibitors. There will also be information on medical insur-
ance, job opportunities, legal services, etc.

The festival starts at noon and ends at 10 p.m. both days.

Scholarship contest open to local kids
LOS ANGELES – Kohl’s department store is accepting scholarship

nominations through March 15 for kids who volunteer in their communi-
ty and work to improve their neighborhood.

Kohl’s will honor volunteers in two age categories: 6-12 and 13-18.
Multiple prizes will be awarded with the top winner receiving a $5,000
scholarship and a $1,000 grant to the charity of their choice.

Nomination forms can be found online at
www.kohlscorporation.com/communityrelations/community05a.htm.

Help offered for non-paid child support
COMMERCE – The County of Los Angeles Child Support Services

Department will help those who have had their driver’s licenses suspend-
ed because of non-paid child support with a seminar March 10 at their
county offices in Commerce.

The County will help construct a payment plan and offer tips on man-
aging debt. Visitors may also qualify for the elimination of back child sup-
port owed to the government, lower monthly support orders, and the
release of their passport.

Visitors should take a photo I.D., recent pay stub and the driver’s
license suspension notice when attending the seminar.

The Child Support Services Department is located at 5770 Eastern
Avenue in Commerce. For information, call (323) 890-9800.

Computer scanners donated to Griffiths
DOWNEY – Downey Federal Credit Union (DFCU) and Golden Star

Technology of Brea have donated two computer scanners to the library at
Griffiths Middle School.

Stephen Monteros, general manager of Golden Star Technology, facil-
itated the donation.

“Downey Federal Credit Union supports the Downey  Unified School
District by providing technology to assist in student learning and advance-
ment,” Barbara Lamberth, DFCU President and CEO, said.

Monteros commented, “We are happy to assist the DUSD in facilitat-
ing the education process for all students.”

Stephen Monteros, left, general manager of Golden Star Technology,
and Orlandus Waters, DFCU executive vice president, are shown dur-
ing the presentation of a plaque recognizing Monteros’ company’s
donation to Griffiths Middle School.

Educators encouraged to
claim classroom expenses

DOWNEY – As the April 17 deadline to file tax returns approaches,
Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard encourages teachers, teachers’
aides, principals and counselors to take advantage of a federal tax deduc-
tion for school supplies purchased with their own money.

The $250 deduction – available to educators regardless of whether
they itemize – can be taken by an educator for unreimbursed school-relat-
ed expenses for items such as books, pencils, scissors, paper and art sup-
plies, computer equipment, and other supplementary materials used in the
classroom.

“I was pleased Congress passed legislation to extend this tax break for
the 2006 and 2007 tax years for our hard-working teachers,” Roybal-
Allard said. “It’s unfortunate that teachers are often not provided with all
the school supplies they need to effectively teach their students in the
classroom. By making this tax deduction available, Congress is attempt-
ing to help the many caring teachers who use their own money to purchase
necessities such as notebooks and pencils for their students.

“These educators are to be commended for their commitment to our
children.”

According to the National Education Association, teachers spend an
average of $443 of their own money each year on school supplies for their
students.

The tax deduction can be taken by both public and private school edu-
cators from kindergarten through 12th grade. To be eligible, the educator
must work in a school for at least 900 hours in a school year. In addition,
teachers must be prepared to show receipts for the eligible purchases.

For more information about the deduction, taxpayers should call the
IRS directly at (800) 829-1040.

The Gas Company offers rebates
LOS ANGELES – The Southern California Gas Company will pay up

to $3.7 million in rebates this year to residential customers who buy ener-
gy-efficient natural gas appliances, an increase of $1.1 million over last
year. 

The company currently offers the following rebates for qualifying
energy-efficient residential natural gas appliances:

• Energy Star® furnaces Up to $200
• Clothes Washers $35
• Dishwashers $30
• Storage Water Heaters $30
• Attic/Wall Insulation $0.15 per square foot
Instant rebates are available again this year for qualifying clothes

washer, dishwashers and water heaters sold at The Home Depot, Snyder
Diamond, L & D Appliance and South Bay Appliance. 

All rebates and incentives are subject to change without notice and will
be offered on a first-come, first-served basis as long as funding is avail-
able. 

These programs are funded by California utility customers and admin-
istered by The Gas Company under the auspices of the California Public
Utilities Commission. 

OC teen skates with ‘Disney On Ice’
ORANGE COUNTY – Orange County’s Shea Farver skates with

Disney On Ice in Disney/Pixar’s Monsters, Inc. at the Honda Center
March 29 to April 1. 

Farver, 18, has been in the production as an ensemble skater since last
fall and has been skating since kindergarten. “Watching the professionals
on TV and at the local rink was an amazing source of inspiration,” said
Farver. “I knew one day that I wanted to tour with a performance like
Disney On Ice.”

On the road since last September, Farver has skated in dozens of ven-
ues, traveling to more than 20 cities throughout the run.  

“When my skates hit the ice, and I see the joy in their faces, that’s the
thrill of it all – to leave them screaming for more,” said Farver. 

Tickets for the production range from $15 to $60. For tickets and infor-
mation, call (714) 740-2000 or visit www.disneyonice.com.

Green conference and expo April 12
DOWNEY – The Sixth Annual Municipal Green Building Conference

and Expo will be held April 12 at the Southern California Gas Company’s
Energy Resource Center in Downey.

Giving the keynote morning address will be Geraldine Knatz, Ph.D,
executive director of the Port of Los Angeles.

The expo, with the theme of “Countdown to Green,” will show why
building green can benefit private development and help cities stretch tax
dollars. The expo professes to be the only education and demonstration
forum specifically designed for Southland municipalities and the regional
design community.

The expo starts with an 8 a.m. check-in and continental breakfast. The
event will end at 5 p.m.

To register, log on to www.socalgas.com/erc.

Tour will include ‘Pageant of Our Lord’
DOWNEY — The Downey Adult School Creative Great Western

Tour will travel to the Rolling Hills Estates on March 25 to view a the-
atrical masterpiece that places live models into some of the world’s most
renowned works of art.

Participants will experience the life of Jesus Christ through living
reproductions of works of art and music, created by 300 volunteers.

Registration is open and is $69 per person. The cost includes motor-
coach transportation, “Pageant of Our Lord” tickets, dinner at Il Toscano
Ristorante, and driver’s gratuity. Harriett Paine is the tour escort.

To register, call Downey Adult School at (562) 940-6213. 

Christian club examines bad hair days
DOWNEY – Kris Peterson will speak on “Having a Bad Hair Day” at

the March 14 meeting of the Downey Christian Women’s Club at Los
Amigos Country Club.

Men are invited to the luncheon, which starts at 11:45 a.m.
The cost to attend the buffet lunch is $12. Reservations are requested

by calling Sonja at (562) 862-4347 or Delores at (562) 868-7135.



CARPET, LINO.
& LAMINATE

Serving Downey since 1968.
LIC#   421455. Call Kent

(562) 776-9933

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel
home and office, service
upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE
NO OBLIGATION ESTI-
MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, senior dis-
counts, references, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

MACHADO
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Room additions, roofing,
kitchen and bath remodeling,
window replacement, paint.
Senior discount. Lic#574972

(562) 803-8630
(323) 294-8745

TAX PROBLEMS?
Enrolled Agent admitted to
practice before the IRS. Tax
preparation, consultation and
representation. If you have
problems with the IRS or FTB 

I can help!
Office (562) 803-3569
Cell (562) 305-0874

HONEST HANDYMAN
Painting, plumbing, electri-
cal, carpentry.

Call Jim (562) 869-0741

TIRED OF
YOUR TENANTS?

Let us manage & maximize
your rentals.

Across The Street
Property Management

(310) 617-3640
(562) 622-0820

SERVICES

2 BED BELLFLOWER
Duplex, lg. yard, patio & car-
port.

(562) 867-4710

DOWNEY APTS.
2 bed, 1 bath & 1 bed, 1 bath

(562) 881-5635

NORWALK LARGE 1
& 2 BEDS FROM $945
Water & trash pd., walk-in
closets, A/C, cable ready, near
schools, park, bus, shops, 5
Fwy.

(562) 863-5100

DOWNEY LARGE 1 &
2 BED APTS FROM

$960
Water & trash pd., pool, A/C,
close to 105, 710, 605 Fwys.,
shopping, schools, bus.

Call (562) 923-8400

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE
TRAINEE

An immediate opening for a
Buyer’s agent for growth-
oriented Real Estate
Company. Need to possess
good communication skills
& be a positive team player!
The position available has
room for advancement.
Bilingual preferred; real
estate license a plus, but not
required. We will train you!
Fax your resume or call.

Fax: (562) 861-0285
(562) 688-2088

MEMORIAL
EVENT PLANNER

If you’re looking for a
rewarding sales career &
willingness to learn. Visit us
today @ www.Risher
Mortuary.com. See caring
employment! Click: About
us & our staff.

(562) 699-0916
Ask for Joal Zrelak

Risher Montebello Mortuary

COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE ASSISTANT

Immediate opening for a Real
Estate Professional’s Assistant.
You must be organized, punc-
tual, a positive person, a good
communicator - both written
and verbal, bi-lingual a plus.
Experienced with computer/
WORD and EXCEL preferred.
A fast learner, willing to work
hard and smart. You must be
looking for a career and not
just a job. If Real Estate is your
future. Call Tom Papoulias
(562) 862-3200 ex. 204 or

E-mail: tom@apart-
mentinvesting.com

GROUP HOME
CARE PROVIDER

F/T Split & Midnight shifts
avail. Call Loraine.

(949) 553-9911

EMPLOYMENT

BEAUTIFUL OFFICE
SPACES AVAILABLE!
We Have from 500 to 2,500
sq. ft. of office spaces avail.
With nice lobby entrance, 2
conference rooms, kitchen
and more. Call for an appoint-
ment.

Pat (562) 806-4000

OFFICE FOR LEASE

“DISCOVER THE
ARBONNE

DIFFERENCE”
Products are All botanically
based. Wholesale prices P/T
Business. Deanna Ntrouras
EAM Independent Consultant
Arbonne International.

(562) 746-8760

COSMETICS

ARMAS PATCHING
& RESTUCCO

Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas
Lic# 882779

(562) 923-8227

PAINTING & CONSTR.
Lic. 456722. Call Steve

(562) 928-7680

CARPET 4 U
Carpet, Vinyl, Tile &
Laminate. Free in home esti-
mates! Mohawk, Shaw,
Beaulieu, Kane, Congoleum,
Unimaru. SALE! 6’ Cushion
Floor: 10¢ per square foot. 6’
Vinyl Floor: 15¢ per square
foot. Limited quantities.

(562) 866-2195
Showroom at 9303 Alondra

Blvd. in Bellflower

SERVICES

ST. JUDE NOVENA
May the Sacred Heart of

Jesus be adored and glori-
fied, loved and preserved
throughout the world now
and forever. Most Sacred
Heart of Jesus, pray for us.
St. Jude worker of miracles,
pray for us. Helper of the
hopeless, pray for us.

Thank you for granting
my petition.                        C.P.

PERSONALS

IRMA’S LISTINGS
Downey Home 3 bed, 1 1/2
bath, fam. rm., lg. yd., many
upgrades! $720,000.
So. Gate Duplex. $539,900.
Corona Home 4 bed, 3 bath,
must see! approx. 2,242 sq. ft.
lot, 8,712 sq. ft. home.
$589,000.
Business Opportunity party
supply $44,000.

Irma Sandoval
Prudential 24 hr. R.E.

(562) 254-2244

FOR SALE

REWARD LOST DOG
M. Jack Russell, tan face
w/dk. black on top of head,
white body w/small blk. spot
on rt. side. Last seen 2-21 near
Stonewood, wearing red col-
lar. Has seizure & needs med.

Call (562) 879-1254
(562) 335-1854

ANIMALS/PETS

2 BEDROOM APT.
Close in, central location,

Call (562) 861-8615

CUTE, CLEAN
1 BED APT.

Downey ceramic tile, A/C,
ceiling fan, on site laundry.
Avail. now!

(562) 425-7042

1 BED BELLFLOWER
New floors, stove & frig. $895.

Call (562) 867-4710

DOWNEY
House for lease. Apt for lease.
Call Across The Street.

(310) 617-3640
(562) 622-0820

1 BED, NORWALK
Gated, cn. lndry., stove $845.

(562) 863-6599

FOR RENT

AVON OPPORTUNITY
50% earn/ask me how (ind.
sales rep.)

(562) 631-9357

ESCROW OFFICER &
ASSISTANT NEEDED

Call (562) 904-3151

OFFICE ASSITANT
For busy property mgmt. co. in
Downey. Min. 5 yrs. adminis-
trative & computer exp. req.
Prepare spreadsheets, type
reports, draft letters & memos;
must be dependable, hard
working and multi-tasker.
Salary, benefits and 401K. Fax
resume to:

(714) 826-0681

EMPLOYMENT
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