
help,” said Gallatin Principle
S t e v e n
Means. “I
think the
blood drive
is an excel-
lent example
of the com-
munity here
at Gallatin –
we want to
help Alondra
and her fam-
ily in any way possible.” 

Means was originally
approached by Maureen Portillo, a
member of the school’s PTA, about
hosting the blood drive. 

“I just knew we had to do
something to help this family,” said
Portillo. “And the best thing was to
organize a blood drive and educate
the students on Leukemia.” 

The student body at Gallatin
not only learned about Leukemia
and informed family and friends
about the blood drive, but they also 
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Newcomers
fashion show
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Mayor monkeys
around

See Page 2

All rise for 
Judge Steverson

See Page 13

Downtown Downey shoe store struggles to compete against big-name competitors and ever-
increasing rent. Still, owner says, it’s his store that is keeping him alive.

See ALONDRA, page 4

The ‘sole’ of Downey Avenue

Berj Haidostian, an immigrant from Syria, is a fixture in Downtown
Downey with his company, Boone’s Shoe Service. Photo by Brooke
Karli

Time Traveler
Historic ranch house 
on Stewart & Gray Rd.

BY JOHN ADAMS
EDITOR EMERITUS

Few realize an old house in the 8700 block of Stewart and Gray Road is
so rich in Downey history. 
It was once the home of the Mussachia Family, pioneers here in

Downey. They first arrived in 1885, and a son, Tony, graduated from Old
River School’s Class of 1906. He later married a Downey girl, Anna
Riemer. 

For a wedding gift, the bride’s father gave them 20 acres of land, to
which Tony later added 20 more. Those 40 acres of farm land are now the
northern portion of Rockwell, bounded by Stewart and Gray to the north,
Bellflower to the east and Lakewood to the west. 

Tony and Anna had four children, Carl, Frank, Anna Marie and
Anthony, all of whom attended Downey High. 

During the height of the depression from 1934 to 1938, Mrs.
Mussachia opened a restaurant, the Airport Cafe, located where the old
Rockwell lobby stands today. 

But the land was sold to Vultee Aircraft in 1938. The ranch house was
then moved to Stewart and Gray, but had to be moved again when that
road was paved through to Lakewood Boulevard. The house still sits in the
8700 block of Stewart and Gray Road today, a monument to the pioneer
family which built it. 

Meanwhile, the restaurant was moved to Lakewood and Borton Street
in Bellflower. Unfortunately, it later burned. The foundation can still be
seen next to Frank’s TV Shop. 

As for the family, Carl worked for Vultee, North American and then
Rockwell. Frank ran a parking lot across the street from Vultee from 1937
to 1942. The old lot is now occupied by a rest home. 

Frank then entered the Air Force, serving as a turret gunner in B-24
Liberators based both in North Africa and later in Italy. He was even shot
down over Yugoslavia at one point, but made his way safely back to allied
territory. 

When he returned to the U.S., he built Frank’s Cafe in 1945. He ran the
cafe until 1950. The location is now occupied by a chiropractic office in
the 12100 block of Lakewood. 

Carl and Frank are retired now, but both can take pride in their fami-
ly’s pioneer history here. The old house is a testimonial to the generations
of Mussachias who helped shape Downey. 
(The Time Traveler wishes to thank Bob Thompson who did much of the
research for this column.) Originally published April 1, 1994

Park contract expected to increase $165K
DOWNEY – The Downey City Council this week was expected to

approve a $165,000 increase in the amount of the contract for construction
of an enhanced restroom, concession and storage building at the city’s new
park.

The council met Thursday with the Community Development
Commission in a joint meeting to be held after this newspaper had gone to
press.

In addition to mens and womens restrooms at the new Downey park,
the increase would pay for a concession room with order window and a
storage room for park maintenance and operations.

The increase would push the total value of the contract to $6,309,372.
Griffith Company is constructing the park, to be located at 12400 Clark
Ave.

According to the City of Downey Public Works Department, the city
will submit a $100,000 grant application to the Los Angeles County
Regional Park and Open Space District to help off-set the cost.

and pick up.”  
Finances have been so tight that

Haidostian can’t afford to hire help.
“I do the jobs of three people –

I do the accounting, cleaning and
repairing,” said Haidostian. “I just
can’t afford to have employees.”

Money aside, Haidostian finds
it unlikely that he would hire peo-
ple to do his job. “I haven’t retired
for two reasons – I love what I do
and the shop keeps me alive and
healthy,” said Haidostian.

BY BROOKE KARLI
STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY – Nuzzled between
Downey Hair Studios and what is
soon to be Cartozian Associates
Real Estate, Boone’s Shoe Service
has served Downey for 27 years,
providing repairs, polishing and
orthopedic adjustments to local
customers. 

Boone’s owner Berj
Haidostian, 72, began his profes-
sion 30 years ago with his father in
Syria. The two opened their own
store, selling hand-made, cus-
tomized shoes. When they decided
to come to the United States in
1980, they found it was too expen-
sive to custom-make shoes in
America and quickly went into the
repair business.

“When we found out that the
owner of Boone’s was wanting to
retire, we decided to take over and
continue with the business,” said
Haidostian. “It had already been in
business for over 25 years.”

Haidostian has continued to
provide specialty services such as
dye jobs (particularly important for
brides-to-be), sole and heel repairs,
and handbag repairs. And for the
most part, American leather has
been the primary choice of materi-
al due to its softness and flexibility. 

But throughout the years, envi-
ronmental and generational
changes have contributed to declin-
ing business, according to
Haidostian.

“The younger generations buy
shoes on either end of the spectrum 

– either they’re really cheap shoes
that aren’t worth repairing, or
they’re really expensive shoes that
hardly ever need work,” said
Haidostian. “And because of recent
environmental bans, I am forced to
import leather from Mexico,
Brazil, Argentina and Italy.”

According to Haidostian, many
American tanneries have shut
down because of water contamina-
tion. After taking what they need
from animals (cattle, sheep, goats,
pigs, etc.) and treating the leather
with chemicals, the remnants of the
material would be dumped into
local rivers, which in turn would
contaminate water. Therefore,
many tanneries have shut down
due to environmental bans.  

Corporations and international
factories – which benefit from
cheap labor – are also a reason
behind slow business, said
Haidostian.

For Haidostian, married for 44
years and father of four daughters,
it’s a constant struggle just to make
enough income to cover the store’s
rent.

“In 1980, we paid $450 a
month…now, I pay $1,800 a
month, which is a deal in compari-
son to my neighbors,” said
Haidostian. “I’m given a discount
because I have been here so long.”

The store’s appearance con-
firms just how long it has been
there: tattered green-checkered
flooring is accompanied by empty
shelves (which once displayed a
variety of repaired shoes), barren

front windows lead into two sec-
tions of brand new shoes for sale,
and behind the counter sits numer-
ous tools and machines, as well as
a shelf occupied by boots and high
heels.

“Those belong to customers
who drop off their shoes but never
come to pick them up,” said
Haidostian. “When I do an honest
thing and not make them put down
a deposit, that’s usually when they
have a repair done without payment

Four people were detained by Downey police Tuesday for trespassing
onto the Johnie’s Broiler property. The four told police they were
scavenging for recyclable material to sell. Three of the detained were
released while another was arrested for an outstanding warrant.
Photo by Eric Pierce

RAMOS

On Thursday April 12, an accident took place on the corner of Rives
Avenue and Stewart and Gray Road. A white Ford Mustang was driv-
ing westbound on Stewart and Gray, a maroon Ford F150 was south
on Rives, and a silver BMW was stopped at the red light. According
to preliminary police reports, the Mustang failed to stop for the red
light and collided into the truck. The Mustang lost control and then
hit the BMW. No major injuries were reported. –Jacquelinne Mejia

See TRAP, page 12

Finding hope in the
kindness of others

Ten-year-old Alondra Ramos finds comfort in those
who donated blood in her battle with Leukemia.

BY BROOKE KARLI
STAFF WRITER

It was 9:30 a.m. and an array of
people had already come and

gone to donate blood for Alondra
Ramos, a fourth-grader at Gallatin
Elementary who was diagnosed
with Leukemia in January.

The drive was held at Gallatin
on Tuesday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
with a variety of donors ranging
from school staff members to fam-
ily and friends of Alondra to many
others that saw the flier posted at
various locations throughout the
city.

Alondra’s aunt, Monica Ramos,
33, said the blood drive was her
first time donating and that she will
continue to donate from this point
on to help other people in need.  

Ana Hernandez, 49, a friend of
the Ramos family, said she has
always been a donor, but that
Alondra’s drive meant saving
someone she cared deeply for.

It was evident throughout the
morning how many people cared
for Alondra.

“We are so happy that we can

Car thieves beware:
‘bait’ cars hit streets

Downey police begin to use ‘bait’ cars in effort
to curb rising auto thefts in city.

BY ERIC PIERCE
CITY EDITOR

DOWNEY – Car thieves
beware: That next car you steal
may be hotter than you think.

The Downey Police
Department, in coordination with
the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department, started using “bait”
cars this week, rigged and fully
trackable vehicles used by police to
help capture car thieves in a safer
and more controlled environment.

The program, not entirely new
to Downey but reintroduced
because of a surging vehicle theft
rate, is officially called the
Taskforce for Regional Autotheft
Prevention (TRAP). Cars are
designed to trap the thieves by
locking them inside the vehicles
while a kill switch, accessible only
by police, shuts off power to the
engine and the vehicle rolls slowly 

to a stop, where the thief is then
apprehended.

Police began re-implementing
the program in Downey on
Wednesday in hopes of luring
criminals.

The program is exciting, suc-
cessful and somewhat controver-
sial.

And The Downey Patriot was
along for the ride.

***
TRAP was started in 1993 by

the Sheriff’s Department. One dol-
lar from every vehicle registration
with the DMV goes towards fund-
ing the program, which also enjoys
generous support from the insur-
ance industry, which has an obvi-
ous stake in putting vehicle thieves
in jail.



Golf tournament seeks players
DOWNEY – The Teen Challenge Ministry Institute serving Southern

California is seeking golfers for their third annual Golf Classic & Banquet
scheduled for May 7 at the Rio Hondo Country Club.

The cost is $150 per player ($125 early bird special) which includes
the awards banquet. Registration starts at 9:30 a.m., lunch is at 11 a.m. and
the shotgun start at noon. Dinner, awards and silent auction begins at 5
p.m.

Sponsorship opportunities are also available. For more information,
call (323) 569-2818.

Mayor, Curious George swing by 
DOWNEY – More than 75 children and parents met Mayor Rick Trejo

at a library storytime last week.
Trejo read some of his favorite picture books to the children, who

made a special handprint flower craft for him. The National Library Week
event also featured an appearance by popular book character Curious
George.

For information on children’s programs, call (562) 904-7350, ext. 4.

Newcomers fashion show May 1
DOWNEY – The Downey Newcomers Club will host a benefit fash-

ion show May 1 at the Rio Hondo Country Club.
The day will start with social hour at 10:30 a.m. followed by lunch at

11:30. The fashion show will start at 12:30 p.m.
Tickets to the event are $25 and proceeds will help the club award

three scholarships to the Downey high schools and other local charities.
This year’s models are June Ferguson, Jeanne Henson, Edith Jones,

Mary Kresonja, Estella Mendoza, Margaret Nelson and Norma Willis.
They will be modeling fashions from Draper’s & Damon’s.

For tickets and/or information, call Melba Willbanks at (562) 862-2799.

NARFE to discuss ‘accidents in the home’
DOWNEY – The Southeast Chapter of the National Association of

Active and Retired Federal Employees will hold its monthly meeting on
April 25 at noon at Furman Park. 

A speaker from Behavioral Health Services will talk on “Accidents in
the Home” from 1 to 2 p.m. Refreshments will be served and the public is
invited to attend. 

For information, call Bob Knerr at (562) 943-5513. 

Weekend celebration at St. Raymond’s
DOWNEY – St. Raymond’s Catholic Church will be celebrating their

50th Anniversary with this year’s annual festival, “Homecoming: Let’s
Celebrate,” from May 18 to 20.

The festival will take place May 18 from 6 to 10 p.m., May 19 from
noon to 10 p.m., and May 20 from noon to 6 p.m.  

The weekend-long celebration will include food, entertainment, games
and Bingo. Raffle tickets will also be sold to win a grand prize of $3,000.
To sponsor a booth, call Dianne Pacheco at (562) 889-3816. 

To purchase raffle tickets or for information, call St. Raymond’s at
(562) 923-4509.

Former golf champion
hosting free clinic

LPGA golf champion Pearl Sinn-Bonnani will
teach kids the dynamics of golf at free clinic.

DOWNEY – Former LPGA golf champion Pearl Sinn-Bonnani will
lead a free clinic for kids tomorrow, April 21, at Los Amigos Country Club
starting at 1 p.m.

Sinn-Bonnani was the winner of the State Farm LPGA Classic in 1988
and Seoul Ladies Open in 1999. She’s a member of the Arizona State
University Athletic Hall of Fame, Long Beach Golf Hall of Fame and
Southern California PGA Junior Golf Hall of Fame.

She is also the winner of over 50 junior golf championships and was
the No. 1 ranked amateur in 1988.

Top golf advisor Bob Cisco will also be in attendance and will give
children tips on their putting. Cisco, author of “Ultimate Putting” and
“How to Master the Art of Putting”, has been featured on ESPN, Fox
Sports, ABC, NBC, and was the guest speaker at the 2005 PGA annual
meeting in Los Angeles.

The clinic is free and local youth golfers are invited to attend.

Bomb scare at Marine recruitment office
DOWNEY – The sheriff’s Bomb Squad removed a suspicious bag that

had been tied to the door of the U.S. Marine Corps recruiting office on
Firestone Boulevard in Downey last Friday, police said.

The bag did not contain a bomb, but a plastic ball eight inches in diam-
eter, police said.

The bag was discovered by a recruitment officer when he was closing
the office late Thursday night. He notified the Downey Police Department
who dispatched the bomb squad, police said.

No one was arrested in the incident.

Pair accused of stealing car parts
IRVINE – Two Downey men were arrested by Irvine police Sunday

night after they were allegedly caught stealing parts and accessories from
a Carmax car dealership. 

Javier Aguilar-Giron, 19, and Richard Blanco, 18, were reportedly
caught by security guards stealing mobile electronics, tires and wheels. 

The pair was being held on suspicion of grand theft, police said.

Downey PTSA recognizes artists
DOWNEY – Downey High School PTSA invites the community to

attend its first annual Reflections Recognition Event on April 25 from 7 to
8:30 p.m. in the Downey High School cafeteria.

The evening will honor participants of the 2006-2007 Reflections
Program for their achievement in the Arts.

All entries submitted will be on display and refreshments will be served. 
The community is asked to RSVP by April 22.
For information and to RSVP, call Michelle Gil at (562) 862-4151.

Melba Willbanks modeled the latest fashions at last year’s benefit
fashion show, presented by the Downey Newcomers Club. This year’s
show will be at Rio Hondo Country Club on May 1, with social hour
at 10:30 a.m., lunch at 11:30 a.m. and fashion show at 12:30 p.m.
Tickets are $25 each and proceeds will benefit local charities and
scholarships given to Downey high schools. The show will be featuring
“Out On The Town” fashions from Drapers & Damons. For tickets
and information, call Melba Willbanks at (562) 862-2799.  

Curious George gives a “thumbs-up” as Mayor Rick Trjeo reads to,
back row: Timothy Ramirez, Greg Guido, Mutasim Ali, Ayana
Simpson and Jilliam Wilson. Front row: Dayan Cruz, Brian
Velasquez, Arianna Torres and Nathan Aviles.



Citibank to occupy 
long-vacant building

BY BROOKE KARLI
STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY – The City of Downey will be welcoming the addition of
a CitiBank and commercial center on the southwest corner of Firestone
Boulevard and Lakewood Boulevard sometime this fall, said William
Davis, Downey business development manager. 

According to Davis, Citibank has already occupied the property, but
abandoned the building over five years ago. An October 2006 Staff Report
indicated that the applicant, Citigroup Realty Services, are requesting to
change the architecture, exterior building materials, exterior colors and
landscaping for the building located at 8764 Firestone Blvd. before
reopening. 

The applicant is proposing to construct a one-story bank building that
will convey a contemporary architectural theme, featuring multiple
columns, metal awnings with steel rods and glass storefronts. 

“Nineteen feet along the Firestone Boulevard frontage will be dedicat-
ed to the City of Downey for future street widening purposes,” stated the
Staff Report. “An additional six foot dedication will be taken on the
Lakewood Boulevard frontage.”

The bank will use 6,038 square feet of the 30,465 square foot lot and
will have 27 parking spaces.   

A new retail center will also be developed just south of the bank, said
Davis.

An August 2006 Staff Report indicated that the applicant, Cynthia
Gomez, is requesting approval for the architecture, exterior building mate-
rials, exterior colors and landscaping for a new retail center and restaurant
located at 11217 – 11239 Lakewood Blvd. 

Gomez is proposing to construct a three-story commercial building on
the southern half of the property, which would include retail and restaurant
use on the first floor, retail use on the second floor, and offices on the third
floor. 

This building will also convey a contemporary architectural theme,
featuring tall modular walls, multiple columns, arched entryways, a court-
yard, a bridge walkway and a Spanish-style roof. 

“The plan proposes 196 on-site parking spaces, a total that includes
137 subterranean parking spaces and 59 parking at grade,” stated the Staff
Report.

The retail center will total 42,591 square feet on a 79,010 square foot
lot. Subterranean parking will total 50,233 square feet.

Jim and Janie Myer celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary April
14. The couple met at First Methodist Church of Lynwood in 1938 and
married on April 17, 1947. They have four children, six grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren. The couple are longtime Downey resi-
dents. 

Ben and Stella Benezette are celebrating their 73rd wedding anniver-
sary on April 21.  They married in 1934 in Kansas City, where they
raised their three children. They have a total of 39 grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren. The couple
moved to Downey in 1955 and are currently charter members at
Downey Memorial Christian Church. 

‘Blessing of the Animals’ this Sunday
DOWNEY – Downey Memorial Christian Church will conduct a

“Blessing of the Animals” this Sunday at noon to which the community is
invited.

Downey veterinarian Dr. Prakash Talati will be available to talk about
caring for your pet and to answer questions. A regular worship service will
precede the blessing at 10:30 a.m.

Downey Memorial Christian Church is at 8441 E. Florence Ave.

Coordinating Council reservations due
DOWNEY – Reservations are due today, April 20, for Downey

Coordinating Council’s annual awards dinner planned for May 10 at the
Rio Hondo Events Center.

Cost is $25 per person. For reservations, call Shirley Mark at (562)
861-3065.

Residents can pick up free mulch
DOWNEY – CalMet Services will provide Downey residents with up

to 32 gallons of mulch for springtime planting at a give-away tomorrow,
April 21, at the old Albertson’s parking lot at 8320 Firestone Blvd.

Residents should take their own containers. Mulch will be given away
between 9 a.m. and noon. For more information, call (562) 259-1239.

Dry cleaners targeted 
in series of robberies

Pair suspected of robbing three local dry cleaners
over two-week period. Police seeks public’s help.

BY ERIC PIERCE
CITY EDITOR

DOWNEY – Three separate Downey
dry cleaners were robbed over a two-week
period, and the Downey Police Department
is seeking the public’s help in identifying the
suspects.

Crown Cleaners at 12621 Paramount
Blvd. was robbed March 29, A Martin
Cleaners, 9226 Lakewood Blvd., was hit
April 6, and the most recent robbery
occurred April 11 at Blue Ribbon Cleaners,
8738 Imperial Hwy.

Police suspect two people are responsi-
ble for all three robberies.

In each case the suspects entered the store, brandished silver-colored,
semi-automatic handguns, and forced the clerks to remove money from
the cash register, police said.

In two of the robberies, the suspects also robbed the clerks and cus-
tomers of their purses, police said. 

No one has been hurt in any of the robberies and there is no vehicle
description, police said.

The first suspect is described as a black male, 20 to 30 years old, 6’ to
6’ 3” tall, 200 to 250 pounds, with black hair, brown eyes and sometimes
wearing a baseball cap. The second suspect is also described as a black
male, 20 to 30 years old, 5’9” to 5’11” tall, 150 to 180 pounds, with black
hair and brown eyes.

Anyone with information on the robberies is asked to call Detective
Paul Hernandez at (562) 904-2368.



The Poets’ Corner
Windy City

I saw my neighbors tree fall
And the others uprooted

The damaged cars are a sight

Chicago is noted for being the windy city
But the storm that attacked today

Puts southern California in the running

We have earthquakes, fires and floods
Each one under control

Of police and fire firefighters

Thank God for their help
So much depends on

Good men which is why I pray

Good Lord keep our men safe
Free from harm and let them do

Their duty to help the people of my city
-- Virginia Ingram,

Bell Gardens

haiku
spring garden memo

please do not pick the flowers
for your eyes only
-- Lorine Parks,

Downey

the extra step in becoming a bone
marrow donor. More than 75 peo-
ple showed up, but some could not
donate due to illness, use of med-
ications and iron deficiencies. 

A fundraiser was also held in
Alondra’s honor at Baja Fresh in
Whittier on April 14. 

For information on Children’s
Hospital or becoming a donor, visit
their website at www.childrenshos-
pitalla.org.  

For information on how to help
the Ramos family, call Maureen
Portillo at (562) 622-6672.

ALONDRA
Continued from page 1

raised $2,700 for Alondra with
their “Pennies for Patients”
fundraiser and have sent encourag-
ing cards and notes to the Ramos
family. 

Because of Alondra’s health,
she is no longer able to attend
school and instead is tutored by
teachers at Gallatin who volunteer
their time. 

Reggie Donahue, Gallatin
resource specialist and member of
the San Antonio Guild, whose mis-
sion is to “assist the [Children’s]
Hospital by contribution of service
and funds,” knew that their organi-
zation could make Alondra’s edu-
cation much more accessible.

“We thought, ‘this is one of our
kids…what can we do to help?’”
said Donahue. “So I made some
phone calls and within five min-
utes, the Guild had raised $700 to
purchase a laptop and webcam for
Alondra. Now she can interact with
her teachers and classmates from
home and the hospital.”

All this talk about Alondra and
her family made me wonder if I
would get a chance to meet her. 

Then, around 10 o’clock, a soft
silence fell upon the room –
Alondra and her mother, Monica,
had just arrived. Her presence sent
chills down my body and I felt my
eyes begin to well up.
Alondra looked like any other 10-
year-old, wearing jeans, tennis
shoes, reading glasses, a green
sweatshirt, a multi-colored scarf
and a white beanie. Although she
was wearing a mask to cover her
nose and mouth, and her hair was
thinning out, it was her eyes that
were gleaming with the hope and
joy of a young girl. 

She wasn’t feeling particularly
well and had stopped by for a short
visit before heading to the
Children’s Hospital in Hollywood.
She greeted everyone – whether
she knew them or not – with a hug
and a “thank you.”

She made her way towards me,
gave me a big hug and sat down
next to me. She told me that she
loved to write and that she just
started to learn how to play the
piano. She said she wanted to be a
nurse when she grew up and that
she loves meeting new friends and
playing games during her visits at
the hospital. 

But when asked how she felt
about her health condition, she
answered in a way I will never for-
get.

“Sometimes I feel scared,”
Alondra said. “But I see everyone
here trying to help me and it gives
me hope in getting better.” 

Seeing Alondra, I’m sure, made
the 45-minute donating process
seem like a piece of cake to those
waiting to donate. Filling out forms
and having a needle in your arm for
eight to ten minutes was a small
price to pay to help a little girl in
need.    

The process begins with the
signing of medical release forms,
which include medical history and
permission to take blood. Donors
are then given a mini-physical
before any blood is taken. During
that time, the temperature, blood
pressure and iron levels of each
donor are determined. If the donor
is in healthy condition, they are
escorted to the “Maxmobile,” a
quarter-of-a-billion dollar RV from
the Children’s Hospital that is
equipped with staff and the proper
equipment needed to collect blood.

According to Patricia LeBlanc,
donor recruiter for Children’s
Hospital, “Max” was implemented
in February as the need for blood
kept increasing and the availability
of donors was limited. 

“The ‘Maxmobile’ is named
after one of our patients from
Calabasas that was in constant
need of blood, but could never get
to the hospital to get it,” said
LeBlanc. “After he passed away, a 

family in Ojai started to raise
money to fund a mobile blood sta-
tion – and the RV continues to
operate off of donations only.”

LeBlanc went on to say that the
hospital holds four to five blood
drives a month, contributing to the
850 units of blood needed by the
hospital each month. 

“Whatever blood isn’t used for
a particular patient is used for our
Intensive Care Unit,” said
LeBlanc. “We always have a need
for blood.”     

Approximately 75 people were
able to donate blood, some taking

Alondra Ramos, above, with Raul Gonzalez of the Children’s Hospital
of Los Angeles, which organized this week’s blood drive.

Poetry contest taking submissions
The International Library of Poetry will award over $100,000 in prizes

in its annual poetry contest, open to all poets, published or not.
The deadline to enter is June 30. The contest is open to everyone and

entry is free.
To enter, send one original poem, any subject or style, to: The

International Library of Poetry, suite 19925, 1 Poetry Plaza, Owings Mills,
MD 21117. The poem should be 20 lines or less and the poet’s name and
address should appear on the top of the page. Entries can also be submit-
ted online at www.poetry.com.

City is hiring for the summer
DOWNEY – The City of Downey is currently recruiting for several

positions within the Community Services Department for temporary, sum-
mer employment.

Positions are available with various day camps, working with children
between the ages of 4 and 14, and the aquatics program, which serves all
ages. The aquatics program operates at Downey High School and the day
camps are held at various parks throughout Downey.

For information on the application process, call the Personnel
Department at (562) 904-7293. Specific questions regarding the positions
should be directed to Dan Belling at (562) 904-7238.

Friends of Downey Library
riding to Festival of Books

DOWNEY – The Friends of the Downey City Library will sponsor a
free bus trip to the UCLA Festival of Books on April 28 from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. The festival offers lectures, book reviews, storytelling and writing
workshops by over 400 authors.

Also featured will be book signings by some of today’s leading authors
in addition to cooking demonstrations and poetry readings. The trip is
ideal for booklovers who want to avoid the hassle of driving and parking
on the Westwood campus.

The bus will leave 8 a.m. from the parking lot at the Barbara J. Riley
Community & Senior Center and arrive back at 5 p.m. Bus transportation
and festival admission are free but some events require advanced tickets.

Bus passengers must sign and turn in a liability waiver upon registra-
tion. For reservations call (562) 904-7360, ext. 32.



Letters to the Editor:
Watch your speed
Dear Editor: 

As I was getting my 7-year-old ready for school this morning
(Wednesday), a car driven by an unlicensed woman crashed into the
kitchen of our home.  

Although the damage on the outside looks minimal, the impact caused
structural damage inside. Our kitchen table was destroyed, the legs
snapped in two. A chair was thrown 7 feet away and plaster from the wall
was found 19 feet away from the point of impact inside the house. A chair
that my late grandfather made by hand was destroyed. Plaster and glass
everywhere.  

This happened at 7:35 am and only by the grace of God was my son
not having his breakfast at the kitchen table, for if he had been he could
have been killed. I have thanked God many times today for sparing any of
us from injury, including the unlicensed driver. The car was greatly dam-
aged, but someone was able to drive it away. 

Now my family is faced with months of construction, inconvenience,
disruption and added stress all because someone was so irresponsible to
allow an unlicensed, untrained driver to drive their vehicle. My son or I
could have been severely hurt or killed, but did the driver or the person
who came to get her even say to me, “I’m sorry”? No, there was nothing
said to me at all. Crash into our house, destroy our property, then they go
on their way. Even though a Spanish speaking Police Assistant had to
translate for the driver, there was still no attempt to apologize at all. The
driver just got a ticket. Big whoop. We get destruction and months of
repairs. And, although I’m sure there were witnesses, no one else came
forward to speak to Police.  

What type of people have the residents of Downey become? I shudder
to think. 

Excessive speed played a major role in this accident – near a school,
where and when many children are walking to school. This residential
intersection has a four-way stop, however many drivers of all ages and
both genders choose to ignore it. Please, for your sake and the sake of oth-
ers, watch your speed. The speed limit in residential areas is 25 mph, even
if it’s not posted. Slow down and get to where you’re going safely and set
good examples for our local youth. 
—Janice Allen,
Downey 

Fed up with mansionization
Dear Editor: 

I’m writing this article for a very dear friend of mine.
I live in Downey and I’ve written in the past with regards to mansion-

ism and how I detest them being built. However, now my story is chang-
ing color!

Who decided to paint the mansion being built next to me bright
“Frenches” mustard yellow? Tell me!  I need to dawn a pair of sunglasses
just to leave my home. When I walk outside I literally get blinded by this
ugly thing. Tell me, does the City of Downey have anything on the books
with regards to paint colors? 

Well it should! Take a drive down Lexington Road and get a load of
the “New” Big Yellow House and be sure to wear your sunglasses as you
drive by.   

You know, I’ve put up with bull-dozers shaking my walls so hard my
pictures fell off. I’ve dealt with the constant hammering, the blasting
music, the trash left behind and the trash strewn all over the street and my
car, the dust that invaded every part of my living space, not having any
parking because of the trucks, worker’s cars, and delivery drops at the
work site. How much more does the owner of the hideous mansion being
built expect me to endure? 

I am about at my limit here! I’ve had the expense of cleaning up the
mess left by his workers, as it makes its way to every inch of my proper-
ty!  I’ve had to sweep out my garage every single weekend since July of
2006 due to all of the dust and debris that blows into it, as well as my back-
yard, while his precious mansion project takes place. When will I reap the
benefits of the darn thing being built? 

NEVER. So I ask the City of Downey – who will pay for my pain and
suffering while the wealthy mansion-builder profits?

You know I wonder if I can sue this darn mansion owner for all the
headaches his project put me through this past year. I’m not ever going to
profit from his project and so far all I got to do is complain and clean up
after his workers. Where are “The Inspectors”? Do they even exist? 

Who else out there has been burdened by on-going mansionism in
Downey? Please come forward and speak up!
—Stacey Rodgers,

Downey

Vultee Field?
Dear Editor:

Understanding that the new Downey park at the Landing is in need of
a name, may I respectfully suggest that it be called Vultee Park or better
Vultee Field which was the designated name of the landing or airport dur-
ing and after World War II.

This would honor the memory of Gerard Vultee, the famous aircraft
designer and originator of the Vultee Aviation Company which made a
great contribution to aviation before and during the war.

Vultee and his wife Sylvia were killed in the crash of their personal
plane January 28, 1938 on the way home from Washington with the first
large contract for a basic trainer aircraft of which more than 11,000 were
made at the Downey plant in the next five years.
— John Vincent,
President, Downey Historical Society

Heaven-sent letter
Dear Editor:

We just wanted to say thank you for your continued support of our
church’s activities and for placing our announcements in your paper dur-
ing the last few months. We really appreciate your efforts and all that you
do to publicize the various activities within the City of Downey.

You provide a tremendous service and each week showcase Downey
as a special community.
— Cheryl Collier
Downey Memorial Christian Church

Immigration double standard?
Dear Editor:

High-tech firms and other businesses are urging Congress to increase
the number of visas available for skilled foreign workers after immigration
officials announces this week that the 65,000 visa cap was reached within
hours. This H-1B Petition introduced by Congress will allow intelligent
immigrants to come to our country to take jobs from Americans while we
are building a wall to keep out the un-intellectual from taking jobs from
Americans.

What a double standard; so if you are not intelligent, too bad. The
intelligent people should get in line like everyone else.

But really folks, we all know it is just another way for businesses to
increase profits by paying these people less than they would pay
Americans. It is people from Congress who are also Americans that are
setting this policy. Remember that old question: Who sold the guns to the
Indians?
— Mike Sandoval,
Downey

In favor of term limits
Dear Editor:

I’d like to go on record as being for term limits.
Yes, I read in the Downey Patriot that this would be addressed at the

last City Council meeting, but I didn’t attend because I see it as a waste of
time, since I, along with many others, worked for over a year trying to stop
the building of these big “Monster Mansions.” Everyone on the Council
knew that the majority of their constituents were against them, but that
didn’t matter. They (some) chose to go with the “big money” builders,
contractors, realtors, etc., instead of representing those who put them in
office. 

Frankly, I was most pleased to see some termed-out. Those wanting to
do away with term limits say, “let the people decide.” The problem with
that is, people vote by name recognition, and few know what is being
done. Those who belong to many organizations usually win because their
friends vote for them. I don’t know Mr. Guerra and have nothing against
him. But one has to wonder why he chose this as his first effort. Term lim-
its were voted in by the people, so why is it being addressed again? I feel
8 years is sufficient time to pursue an important agenda. 

My wish is that our Federal Senators and House of Representatives
could be termed out. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to wake up one morning
and find Ted Kennedy was out of office? At present, I don’t feel I have any
representation by Sen. Feinstein, Sen. Boxer or Lucille Roybal-Allard, but
they have name recognition and franking privileges, so it is almost impos-
sible to get “new blood” in these offices. So their greedy, power-hungry
pursuits continue to benefit them and not the constituents. We have term
limits for our state officials, and believe me, I’m more than happy that they
will be termed out.

I don’t like the attitude that because Downey seems to have quite a lot
of money, let’s throw it away on a “special” election (typical of elected
officials). Maybe it would be better spent on repairing the surface roads
that have been torn up by the heavy equipment used to build these
“Monster Mansions!”
—Elsa Van Leuven,
Downey

Working to keep Downey beautiful
Dear Editor:

Downey has an excellent graffiti removal system. Call the Graffiti
Hotline (923-4484) and it will be removed as soon as possible. The con-
tinued success of this program depends upon our prompt calls to the hot-
line when graffiti is seen. The sooner it is reported, the sooner it will be
removed.

A new truck for graffiti removal will soon be delivered. This state-of-
the-art truck has many excellent features, one being mixing of paint at the
site. It eliminates many employee hours taking paint samples from the job
to a paint store for mixing of replacement paint.

Abandoned shopping carts should be promptly reported by calling the
toll free hotline (1-800-252-4613) and they will be collected in 24-48
hours. When calling these hotlines it is important to precisely give the
location so time isn’t wasted searching for the carts or the graffiti. If the
problem still remains after a reasonable time, call the hotlines again and
make another report.

Illegally posted signs are often up for days and they should be prompt-
ly removed. Let’s continue to Keep Downey Beautiful.
— Byron Dillon
Co-chairperson, Keep Downey Beautiful

Wishing Wells mystery
Dear Editor:

I am curious about the history of the Wishing Wells in the yards of so
many Downey homes. I love them and I am so appreciative that so many
still remain.
— Betty Oz Ryder,
Downey

Letters to the editor may be submitted by writing to The Downey Patriot,
11525 Downey Ave., Suite A, Downey CA 90241 or by e-mail to
downeypatriot@yahoo.com. Letters may be edited for style and/or con-
tent. Letters must include a full name and address for verification.

DUSD open house schedule released
DOWNEY – The Downey Unified School District has released the school
open house schedule for 2007:
Old River ES May 11 6 to 7 p.m.
Williams ES May 17 6 to 7 p.m.
Rio San Gabriel ES May 22 6 to 8 p.m.
Alameda ES May 24 6 to 8 p.m.
Gauldin ES May 24 5 to 7 p.m.
Lewis ES May 24 6 to 7 p.m.
Unsworth ES May 24 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Ward ES May 24 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.



On This Day...
April 20, 1889: Nazi leader Adolf Hitler is born in born.
1972: Apollo 16 lands on the moon.
1979: President Jimmy Carter is attacked by a “berserk” rabbit during a fishing expedition in
Georgia.
1999: Two students open fire in a shooting rampage at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo.
Twelve students and a teacher are killed; another 24 are wounded.
2005: A new bill limits the amount of debt help received by filing bankruptcy.

SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY





 
 
 
 

Roger and Debbie Pio listen as Mayor Rick Trejo presents a National
Library Week proclamation with Nicholas Pio, age 11. Also on hand
at last week’s presentation were Library Advisory Board member
Mary Crawford and City Library Nancy Messineo.

Car show, bands 
and more at Faire

Entertainment starts at 9 a.m. and will continue
all day in annual event scheduled for April 28.

DOWNEY – Over 200 vendors will line both sides of Brookshire
Avenue at the 14th Annual Downey Street Faire scheduled for April 28
with a group of Aztec dancers opening the event.

Festivities will start at 9 a.m. with the Southland Harmony Chorus, fol-
lowed by Jaguar at 9:45, Sebastian Sidi at 11, Onstage Dance Center at
12:15 p.m., Flight at 1:30, Class 6 Band at 2:45 and Ultimate Karate
Center at 4.

Avianna, Daughter of Isis belly dancers will perform between acts.
Also to be featured will be a Kid’s Zone (open to all ages) with a super

slide, joust, spider climb, Ferris wheel, moon bounce, rock wall, games
and children’s rides.

Two food courts will be available this year, each featuring funnel
cakes, Philly cheese steaks, Italian sandwiches, sausages, pizza, tacos, hot
dogs, gyros, falafels, pastries, cotton candy, kettle corn, shaved ice, Thai
barbecue, smoothies and more.

A car show in Downey High School’s north parking lot will feature
over 100 vehicles from the Old Memories Car Club, SGV Chapter, this
year. Aztec dancers will be performing at the car show as well.

The fair is produced by the Downey Chamber of Commerce’s Street
Faire committee, made up of volunteers and headed by Rick Rodriguez.
Committee members are Fionnuala Anderson, Janet Baez, Century 21 My
Real Estate; Joe Becker, Nordic Fox; John Casillas, Indymac Bank; Linda
Castellanos, Big Blue House Real Estate; Mike Hemsath, Stormforce;
Steve Hoffman, Law Office of Steven J. Hoffman; Mark Keller, ‘Santa
Claus’; Karina Madariaga, Downey Adult School; Jan Scott, Pacific
Western Bank; Tony Taylor, Qwest Homework Assistance; and Jeannie
Wood.

The platinum sponsor is Colin Clarke, Century 21 Jervis & Associates,
and the diamond sponsor is Downey Regional Medical Center. Silver
sponsors are Big Blue House Real Estate, Banco Popular, CareMore
Health Plan, CalMet Services, Stonewood Center, Press-Telegram and
Wescom Insurance. Bronze sponsors: All American Home Center,
Alliance Physicians Medical Group, Downey Savings & Loan, Onstage
Dance Center, Security Land Escrow and Southland Credit Union.

Friends of the Faire are Call Yellow, Century 21 My Real Estate, Don
Dixon & Associates Insurance, Downey Bible Church, Downey Care
Center, Downey Party Rentals, Laurie’s Personal Pet & House Sitting, Los
Amigos Country Club, Law Office of Steven J. Hoffman, Mitchell
Personnel Services, Penske Toyota, Marian Perumean and Mark Keller.

The Downey High School Jazz Ensemble will perform a free concert
this Monday inside the Downey Adult School cafeteria. The show will
start at 4 p.m.

Jazz ensemble performing Monday
DOWNEY – The Downey High School Jazz Ensemble, with Director

Cory Olario, will perform at Downey Adult School’s OASIS program this
Monday at 4 p.m.

The ensemble has won many awards and recognitions for their music
and last year performed at the Hollywood Bowl. They are scheduled to
perform at the Walt Disney Concert Hall on May 11.

Monday’s performance is free. Registration starts at 2:45 p.m. an
optional full-course dinner will be available at 4:45 for $3.50.

Downey Dial-a-Ride can provide transportation to the event. For more
information call Downey Adult School at (562) 940-6200.

Santa Fe High School sophomore Coralia Ortiz has been named a
Youth Advisory Member of the Bernabe Community Center, head-
quartered in Downey. Ortiz has been involved with the Bernabe
Center for two years, serving as a coach, referee and tutor. Ortiz is
pictured above at a recent volunteer fair at her school where she
recruited volunteers for Bernabe programs.

Softball sign-ups for children
DOWNEY – The Bernabe Community is taking sign-ups for its soft-

ball season scheduled to start in May.
The league is open to boys and girls ages 11 to 14. All games will be

played at the Lakeside Middle School fields located at 11000 Kenney St.
in Norwalk. Cost to sign up is $30 and registration deadline is May 1.

Sign-up sheets are available at the Lakeside Middle School office or
by calling the Bernabe Community Center at (562) 863-1899.

About 30 volunteers, including agents of Keller Williams Realty in
Downey, collected 20 bags of trash off Florence Avenue between
Paramount and Florence. The effort was the first of four clean-ups
scheduled for this year and was done in conjunction with Keep
Downey Beautiful. The next clean-up will be held June 16 and volun-
teers are welcome. For information call Valerie Fairman at (562) 818-
0357.

Symphony’s Annual Gala Fundraiser
DOWNEY – The Downey Symphony Guild presents, “Cuatro De

Mayo,” the Annual Gala Fundraiser for the “Music in the Schools” pro-
gram and the Downey Symphony, on May 4 at the Women’s Club of
Downey at 6 p.m.

The evening will include Mexican cuisine, entertainment, and silent
and live auctions.

Cost is $65 per person, or $520 for a table of eight.
Reservations are due on or before April 25.
Checks should be sent to Marie Eckstrom, 9700 Garnish Dr., Downey,

90240.
For information, call (562) 861-8507.

YMCA to tour
classic, restored
car collection

DOWNEY – The Downey
YMCA will tour the Nethercutt
Collection in Sylmar in June,
where they will explore fully-
restored classic cars, including
Rolls Royces from 1913.

The tour, scheduled for June
21, costs $35 and includes lunch,
guided museum tour and bus driver
gratuity. Lunch will be at
Hometown Buffet.

The bus will leave at 9:15 a.m.
and return at 6 p.m. Reservations
are due by May 7 and can be made
by calling Tommy Sue at (562)
862-4201.

Moravian women holding yard sale
DOWNEY – The Moravian Women’s Fellowship will have a yard sale

April 28 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Moravian Church parking lot, with
all proceeds going towards the ministry of the church.

The church is located at 10337 Old River School Rd. in Downey. 



Stacy Morrison, a 2004 Warren High School graduate, will be gradu-
ating from California Baptist University in Riverside on May 5.
Morrison is graduating Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts in
English and a minor in Philosophy. She will be attending CBU as a
grad student in Education this fall. She hopes to return to Downey
and teach English at Warren.

Kids Day packed
with family events

Fire department will give live demonstrations
and display Urban Search and Rescue truck.

DOWNEY – Kids Day, the annual community event showcasing the
activities, organizations and contributions of Downey’s youth and youth
service providers, will take place May 12 at Furman Park.

The event, now in its 20th year, is themed “Shaping a Healthy Future
for Downey’s Youth” and will recognize the city’s 50th anniversary with
murals from middle school students. Over 30 vendors will have informa-
tion booths.

Kids Day will also feature penny carnival booths, two entertainment
stages, a “scouting village,” and an 18-foot slide for children. Food and
drinks will be sold by community-based organizations that serve children
and families.

A two-mile “fun run” is open to all ages and will start at 10:45 a.m.
The first 100 people to register for the run will receive a goody bag and
everybody who crosses the finish line will receive a medal. Check-in and
same-day registration will begin at 10 a.m. in the northeast corner of the
park.

The Downey Fire Department will host the Community Safety Fair at
Kids Day and will have the Urban Search and Rescue truck and all of its
gear on hand. Firefighters will also give a vehicle excavation and fire
extinguisher demonstration.

The Public Works Department will offer their Environmental Fair,
demonstrating all the things the community can do to conserve water and
the environment.

For more information on Kids Day or to be a Kids Day sponsor, call
the Community Services Department at (562) 904-7238.

‘Healthy Kids
Day’ at YMCA

DOWNEY – The Downey
YMCA will host “Healthy Kids
Day” tomorrow, April 21, in its
front parking lot and take camp and
summer child care sign-ups.

Kids can enjoy a rock wall (9 to
11 a.m.), three-point basketball
shootout, arts and crafts, bouncer,
face painting, games, free food and
demonstrations of Y classes.

Events will run from 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

For more information call (562)
862-4201.

Cerritos College
commencement 

NORWALK – Cerritos
College will hold its 50th annual
commencement ceremony to honor
its graduating students on May 12
at 5 p.m. in Falcon Stadium.

This year’s commencement
speaker will be Cerritos College
Mathematics Professor Manuel
Lopez.

The commencement is open to
the public.

New Downey park 
still needs a name

Contest open to residents of all ages; deadline
to enter is May 14.

DOWNEY – The City of Downey is hosting a contest to name the new
11-acre park slated to open on Clark Avenue early next year.

The park will be Downey’s first in 30 years and feature two baseball
fields, two soccer fields and restrooms. Two acres have been designated
for the Columbia Space Science Learning Center.

Rules and criteria of the contest are listed below:
•Open to Downey residents, students attending school in Downey,

Downey business owners and people that work in Downey (excluding
City of Downey employees and their immediate family, appointed boards
and commissioners)

•The park shall not be named after a service organization or business
•There is a limit of one name per entry form. Limit three entries per

person
•Entry forms must be filled out completely and legibly
•If two or more entry forms are received with the same proposed name,

the first entry received will be considered
•Recreation and Community Services Commission members will

review and forward their top three recommendations to the City Council
•The City Council will review the entry forms, may make additions

and will approve the final selection
•Entry forms may be mailed to the City of Downey Community

Services Department, Park Naming, P.O. Box 7016, Downey, CA 90241-
7016, or online at www.downeyca.org or faxed to (562) 904-7296.

The winner will be recognized at a city council meeting and invited to
the ribbon cutting ceremony as a special guest. Entry forms are available
at various city-wide locations including parks, the Downey City Library,
City Hall Community Services counter or downloaded from the city’s
website. Forms will also be sent to each school within the Downey Unified
School District.

Deadline for entries is May 14.

Career expo and
job fair at college

NORWALK – Cerritos
College’s annual career expo and
job fair will be held April 25 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the school’s
Student Center. The event, which
attracts more than 500 attendees
each year, is free and open to both
Cerritos College students and the
general public.

Attendees should dress in busi-
ness attire and bring copies of their
resumes.

During the expo, attendees will
have the opportunity to talk to
recruiters, learn about the compa-
nies, explore job opportunities, net-
work with recruiters, and receive
suggestions from employers on
resumes and interviewing skills.
Employers representing business,
finance, technology, healthcare,
retail and other industries are
scheduled to participate in the
expo.

Cerritos College’s Job
Placement Office will offer free
resume critiques in the weeks lead-
ing up to the expo. Resumes can be
dropped off and picked up seven
days later. A computer lab will also
be available to create or update
resumes.

Employers wishing to partici-
pate in the expo can call (562) 860-
2451, ext. 2366 for information.

De La Torre is
honored by CSU

California Assemblymember
Hector De La Torre has been
selected as “Legislator of the Year”
by the California State University.

The CSU’s students, alumni,
board of trustees, chancellor and
the 23 campus presidents honored
De La Torre last week for his work
in support of higher education.
Some of his work includes author-
ing legislation that made Cal
Grants more accessible to older
and returning students. He also
authored a bill that allows older
students to take high school exit
exams on Saturdays.

De La Torre was elected to the
50th Assembly District in 2004 and
represents Downey, among other
cities. Recently appointed Rules
Committee chair, he is also part of
Speaker Fabian Nunez’s leadership
team, and oversees the Assembly’s
$115 million operational budget.

“Being recognized by the
California State University and
named ‘Legislator of the Year’ is an
honor,” De La Torre said. “Last
year I worked with the CSU to
increase the age limit for recipients
of the Community College
Transfer Grant from 24 to 27 to
better reflect the 25-year-old medi-
an age of Cal State students. This
year, I am partnering again with
CSU to increase grant awards to
Cal Grant B recipients. With the
cost of higher education continu-
ously rising, it is vital to increase
aid to keep college accessible for
all qualified students.”



Theatre classes offered to all ages
LOS ANGELES – The Asian Pacific American Theatre Company’s

East West Players is offering its annual 6-week Summer Intensive
Workshop from July 9 to August 18 in the Little Tokyo area Monday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Classes will include the fundamentals of acting, speech, scene study,
movement for actors, dance, and musical theatre. A series of informal
guest lectures are also offered to give students a better understanding of
the industry. 

“The Summer Intensive Workshop invites actors to ‘stretch’ the limits
of their theatrical experience and talent through physical, mental and vocal
technique,” said Tim Dang, EWP’s producing artistic director.
“Workshops, seminars and lessons focus on exploring various aspects of
the theatre process as a means of creative personal expression and as a
path to becoming a professional actor.”

Cost for the full six weeks is $1,500. Full-time enrollment is encour-
aged, although students may sign up for individual classes based upon
availability. 

EWP is also offering a creative play class for 8 to 9 year olds and 10
to 12 year olds. Creative play is a one-week workshop held from August
20 to 24. Session One is from 9 to 10:15 a.m. for 8 to 9 year olds and costs
$100. Session Two is from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for 10 to 12 year olds
and costs $150. 

“Students will expand their imagination in a nurturing and supportive
environment through theatre games, improvisation and story telling,” said
Marilyn Tokuda, EWP’s arts education director.  

All classes will be held at the David Henry Hwang Theatre located at
120 Judge John Aiso St. in Los Angeles. 

For information on the Summer Intensive Workshop and creative play,
call Marilyn Tokuda at (213) 625-7000, ext. 15.

Extreme motorsports expo hits O.C.
COSTA MESA – Extreme Motorsports Expo will present a high-

octane mix of vehicles and accessories for all off-road and speed fanatics
May 18-20. Thrills include FMX jumpers, Rhino demos, monster trucks
and Monster Kool Bus rides.

Among the vehicles to be displayed are sand rails, rock crawlers,
quads, desert trucks, dune buggies, 4x4s, lifted trucks, ATVs, dirt bikes
and high-speed watercraft.

Expo hours are Friday, 5 to 10 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $12 per adult (13 and older); jun-
iors (7-12) are $5 and children 6 and under are free.

Information: (714) 241-9055 or visit www.extrememotorsports.com.

Symphony preparing 
for ‘Cuatro de Mayo’

BY ROSALIE SCIORTINO
DOWNEY SYMPHONY GUILD

DOWNEY – Downey Symphony Guild members are busily preparing
for their colorful Cuatro de Mayo gala to be held Monday, May 4, at 6:30
p.m. at the Woman’s Club of Downey, 9813 Paramount Blvd. in Downey.

The striking table setting, the room decoration, the delectable menu of
Mexican favorites, the special items lovingly wrapped for the live and
silent auctions, and that complimentary margarita as you enter the hall –
all this to make a fiesta complete in every way.

And why is the Guild striving to make this evening enjoyable as well
as profitable? “Because it is a labor of love to support our Music in the
Schools program and for sustaining our wonderful Downey Symphony
Orchestra,” says Katie Hare, hard-working ways and means chairman. She
adds: “Gather together some amigos and come share this annual effort and
know you will be helping the Guild’s aim as you enjoy an evening of
warm hospitality with friends and neighbors.”

Tickets are $65 per person, a portion of which is tax deductible. Please
make your reservations and payments by April 25 to Downey Symphony
Guild, 9700 Garnish Dr., Downey, 90240. Information: (562) 869-2120.

Gracias.

Musical review opening in Bellflower
BELLFLOWER – “Putting it Together,” a musical review by Stephen

Sondheim, will be presented at the Bellflower Theater Company starting
May 4.

General admission tickets are $18 or $15 for students and seniors. The
opening performance will be followed by a champagne reception with the
director, cast and crew.

For more information call (562) 867-3524. The Bellflower Theater
Company is located at 9831 Belmont St. in Bellflower.

No joke: Comedy night for seniors
LONG BEACH – The Long Beach Playhouse will premier “Over the

Hill Comedy Night” May 6, an intimate event featuring live stand-up com-
edy inside the Playhouse Gallery.

Comedians over the age of 40 will present clean comedy shows start-
ing at 6 p.m. The entire show runs for about 90 minutes.

Tickets are $5 and available at the door or by calling (562) 494-1014.

Theater veteran Erin Marie returns to the Downey Civic Light Opera
in the role of “Bet” in “Oliver!” opening May 31 and running through
June 17. It will mark Marie’s seventh appearance in Downey; she also
performed in “The King and I,” “The Music Man,” “Annie Get Your
Gun,” “Bye Bye Birdie,” “Good News,” and, most recently, “The
Roar of the Greasepaint – The Smell of the Crowd.” For tickets and
information, call (562) 923-1714. The box office is open Tuesdays and
Wednesday from 1 to 5 p.m.

OC Fair releases May schedule
COSTA MESA – The Orange County Fair & Exposition Center has

released their May schedule of events:
May 4-6 31st Annual Home Remodeling & Decorating Show
May 6 Custom Classic Car Show
May 12 Demolition Divas Roller Derby
May 18-20 Extreme Motorsports Expo
For more information visit www.ocfair.com.

Local Concerts
this week
FRIDAY, APRIL 20

Ice Cube - HOB Anaheim
Ricky Martin - Staples Center
Jamie Foxx - Gibson Amph.
Heuy Lewis & the News - Pala
Kenny Rankin - Pepperdine Univ.
The Fab Faux - HOB Hollywood

SATURDAY
Bangles - Pechanga
Jamie Foxx - Gibson Amph.
Wisin & Yandel, Tego Calderson,
Rakim y Ken-Y - Honda Center
Joshua Radin - El Rey Theatre
Five for Fighting - Wiltern
Sin Banderas - Kodak Theatre
Ice Cube - HOB Hollywood

SUNDAY
Gwen Stefani, Akon - Coors Amph.
Young Dubliners - Loyola
Marymount University

MONDAY
Iggy, The Stooges - Coach House
Jet - HOB Anaheim

TUESDAY
Blood Brothers - El Rey Theatre
Jagermeister Music Tour - HOB
Anaheim

WEDNESDAY
Megadeath - Forum
Ice Cube - HOB Anaheim
Lemonheads - El Rey Theatre
Core Taylor - Wiltern

THURSDAY
Heaven and Hell - Coors Amph.
K.C. and the Sunshine Band -
Grove of Anaheim
Pretty Rickey - HOB Anaheim
Stephen Marley - HOB Hollywood

Source: Casenet

New CD’s
this week

Porcupine Tree - Fear of a Blank
Planet
Donny Osmond - Love Songs of the
‘70s
Patti Smith - Twelve
Arctic Monkeys - Favourite Worst
Nightmares
Simply Red - Stay
Radiohead - Airbag
Norman Brown - Stay With Me
Joe - Ain’t Nothing Like Me
Clutch - From Beale Street to
Oblivion
Marillion  - Somewhere Else
Panda Bear - Person Pitch
Saxon - The Inner Sanctum
Jane Monheit - Surrender
Charlotte Gainsbourg - 5:55
Feist - Reminder

Source: Amazon.com

New on DVD
this week

MOVIES
Code Name: The Cleaner
Deja Vu
Little Children
Night at the Museum
The Queen
Thr3e

TELEVISION/MISC.
The Drew Carey Show - Season 1
NCIS - Season 3
The Odd Couple - Season 1
One Day at a Time - Season 1
WKRP in Cincinnati - Season 1

Source: Box Office Mojo



Yoga master conducting workshop
GLENDALE – Downey’s own Yogi Ramesh will host a “laughing

yoga” workshop May 6 at The Village in Glendale. Cost is $45 per person
or $40 if you register before April 29.

Ramesh says his yoga helps increase lung capacity, improve circula-
tion and reduces period pain and insomnia. A member of the California
Yoga Teachers Association, he is the founder of the Universal Yoga Center
in Paramount. For information, call (818) 265-9833.

Ten ways seniors can
change…for the better

BY SUE MILLER

You get up achy, stiff and tired. You check the obituary listings to
see who is still around. You meet with friends and everyone com-
plains about being ignored by family, former business associates,

and the few friends that are still around. Your opinions are never taken
seriously and you feel your relatives are resenting you for living too long
and spending what would have been their inheritance.

Sounds familiar and depressing, doesn’t it? It needn’t be that way. The
examples cited are never going away. But we can change, even slightly,
and prove to ourselves that we are still vital and productive seniors. Now
is the time to update our personal 10 commandments. Here are 10 ways in
which senior citizens, or anybody, can change for the better.

1. Get up and force yourself to exercise every morning. Anything that
you do will make you feel both mentally and physically better.

2. As long as you don’t see your own name in the obituary list, you are
better off than those who are listed, and you can begin to challenge the
new day.

3. Instead of always complaining about your family, recall how great
they really are and what the both of you have accomplished and achieved.
You should be proud of them, but more important, they should be proud
of you.

4. Your opinions and viewpoints are important to you and you should
not be ashamed to express them regardless of how outlandish. It shows
you are thinking and trying to stay up with the world.

5. Try traveling to see different parts of this country as well as foreign
countries. There are many organizations that cater to seniors.

6. Go to movies in the afternoon (popcorn is free on Tuesday). For
hearing problems, look for foreign films that have English subtitles.

7. Take chartered bus tours to parks, museums, theatres, and casinos.
Take very little money to the casinos and always look for the free or inex-
pensive buffets. The ride is relaxing and the scenery is beautiful.

8. Check out books in the libraries that have a big selection of books
in large print. The most current fiction and non-fiction books are now both
in regular and large print.

9. Recognize and accept that you are a senior. When driving your car
becomes dangerous, turn in your license and keys before your children
start to pressure you.

10. You should always regard yourself as number one. Your children
will respect you for your independence.

So get off your duff, and live each day to the fullest. Enjoy your wife
or husband, find a friend, a partner or, yes, even a new spouse to share
your life. If you don’t have one, keep on looking, it is never too late.
Sue Miller is the author of “I’m Tougher Than I Look” (Williams Cohen
Press 2006). You can visit her website at www.imtougherthanilook.com.

Veteran journalist Dave Lopez was emcee of the Gangs Out of
Downey (GOOD) luncheon held this week at the Rio Hondo Country
Club. The luncheon highlighted the work done by GOOD, which
works to proactively eliminate gangs from the community.

‘Visiting Mr. Green’ a comedic drama
LONG BEACH – “Visiting Mr. Green”, a comic drama about the

lives of two New York City opposites, opens April 21 at the Long Beach
Playhouse. It will run through May 26.

“Visiting Mr. Green” chronicles the relationship of two men: a cantan-
kerous, disorientated 86-year-old widower living in poverty in a New York
City apartment, and a 25-year-old gay corporate executive. Brought
together by court order after the younger man drives into Mr. Green as he
crosses the street, they have conflicts in lifestyle, values and expectations.
Mr. Green is a packrat, surrounded by months of unread mail, decades of
crumbling telephone books and an isolation anchored only by his tradi-
tional Judaism. Ross, also Jewish but not observant, is a neat freak and a
spendthrift.

After a rocky start, the two learn not only to coexist but also to peel
back the layers of their emotions, face their own demons, and use each
other’s strengths to conquer them.

Ticket prices for opening night are $25, which include a champagne
reception following the performance. Regular ticket prices are $22 or $20
for seniors. Student ticket prices are $12 for Friday and Saturday shows
with valid student ID.

Gigi Fusco Meese directs the production.
For more information call the box office at (562) 494-1014.

Exhibit features best of student work
NORWALK – The Cerritos College Art Gallery will feature its annu-

al exhibition of student artwork, on view through May 8.
The annual exhibition features more than 100 student artworks chosen

by Cerritos College Fine Arts instructors from their courses that include
photography, drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, computer graph-
ics and design, video and computer animation, among others.

Artworks will be exhibited inside the Art Gallery, Fine Arts building,
room 50, Mondays and Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Tuesdays and
Wednesday, 6 to 9 p.m. The event is free and open to the public.

‘Godspell’ a whimsical view of Jesus
NORWALK – The Cerritos College Theatre Department will present

“Godspell,” a musical based on the Gospel according to St. Matthew,
beginning April 27 at 8 p.m. Five additional showing will follow opening
night.

“Godspell” presents a ‘whimsical view’ of Jesus, as his followers and
disciples reenact parables and scenes from Jesus’ life with great energy
through song and dance.

Performances will be held at the Cerritos College Burnight Center
Theatre. General admission tickets are $18; senior citizens and Cerritos
College students with current spring ID get in for $15.



15 seconds, two more police offi-
cers screeched from around
Brookshire, lights and sirens blar-
ing, blocking the suspects. 

Nearly a dozen officers pulled
and pointed their guns, screaming
at the suspects to show their hands
and exit the car.

The driver, looking agitated at
having a fully-automatic weapon
pointed directly at his face, com-
plied. A Hispanic male with a
shaved head, late teens to early
20’s and sporting a vintage Jerry
Rice Raiders jersey, pleaded his
case as officers cuffed him. He was
simply driving his buddy’s car, he
said, he didn’t steal a thing.

After all, the suspect told
police, the keys were in the igni-
tion. How could he have stolen the
car when the keys were in the igni-
tion?

Police didn’t pay much atten-
tion. They were busy extracting the
two other scared young suspects,
who turned out to be Columbus
High School students.

***
Critics of TRAP claim the pro-

gram is entrapment. Police, critics
say, entice victims by leaving the
bait car running in full public view.
Parents of juveniles are especially
critical of the program as they
defend their children, police say.

The police don’t dispute they
do sometimes leave the car running
but they argue that most law-abid-
ing citizens wouldn’t hop into a car
and drive off, whether it was run-
ning or not.

The bait car isn’t always left
running either; sometimes the car
is parked and locked and other
times the car is left open but with
the key in the ignition.

What’s not debatable is the pro-
gram’s success, at least on
Wednesday: In less than three
hours a total of eight people were
arrested for stealing the bait car,
including five in a sting near
Independence Park.

At 5 p.m. police broke for
lunch, a short reprieve before hit-
ting the streets again.

TRAP
Continued from page 1

The program is multi-jurisdic-
tional, meaning law enforcement
agencies from throughout the state
work together, specifically target-
ing neighborhoods prone to high
vehicle theft rates.

TRAP has a small fleet of cars
at its disposal, ranging from low-
end imports (a popular target
because of their ease to steal and
interchangeable parts) to high-end
trucks and SUVs. Most of the cars
are donated or loaned by insurance
agencies.

Each vehicle is outfitted with
hidden cameras that capture both
audio and video and, in addition to
the kill switch, a special module
that prohibits the vehicle from trav-
eling over a certain speed, usually
35-40 miles per hour.

According to Sheriff’s
Department Sergeant Tim Glover,
who helped coordinate this week’s
sting in Downey, video taken from
the hidden cameras are used as evi-
dence in court. Sometimes, Glover
says, the videos capture suspects
bragging about other crimes, which
can lead to more arrests and more
charges.

TRAP has also reportedly been
credited with helping capture pro-
bation offenders, suspects with
“two strikes” on their record and
even a high-level Mexican Mafia
member.

Many thieves target cars sport-
ing expensive accessories, includ-
ing tires, wheels and sound sys-
tems, says Glover. They steal the
car, strip it of anything valuable,
and then dump it in South Central
Los Angeles or other remote areas.

On Wednesday, more than a
dozen police officers and detec-
tives from the Downey Police and
Sheriff’s Department were work-
ing on the TRAP program. The bait
was a higher-end SUV equipped
with premium wheels.

In the first sting observed by
the Patriot, the vehicle was parked 

in the Best Buy parking lot at
Downey Landing. The SUV was
left running with the keys in the
ignition, idling quietly, in one of
the first stalls near the entrance.

Police officers in unmarked
cars watched from afar while uni-
formed police formed a perimeter.
Walkie-talkies squawked as two
young men walked past the vehicle
slowly, eyeing it nonchalantly.
They seemed interested (they kept
glancing back at the SUV as they
walked away) and police said they
had been spotted loitering earlier in
the day in the Bally’s Total Fitness
parking lot.

The two didn’t take the bait,
however, and after 15 minutes
police called to move the SUV to a
new location.

Next up was the corner of
Downey Avenue and Fontana
Street, behind the Arco gas station.
The bait was parked on Fontana,
facing Brookshire Avenue. 

Again, the vehicle was left run-
ning, keys in the ignition.

It wasn’t long before the bait
attracted interest. A car full of
young men pulled alongside the
SUV and idled beside it, surveying
the scene. By pure chance a
Downey motorcycle officer hap-
pened to drive past at that moment
and the car drove off.

Still, three young men soon
walked from around the corner and
hopped inside the bait car.

Literally two minutes had
passed since the bait was dropped
off and the car had already been
stolen.

The SUV proceeded down
Fontana while four unmarked
police cars scrambled to get behind
it. Adrenaline rushed as police offi-
cers delivered precise coordinates
to their partners and uniformed
police on the outside perimeter
converged.

Before the suspects could reach
the end of the block, a matter of 10-

Open house hosted
by Downey Police

DOWNEY – The Downey
Police Department will host their
50th Anniversary open house on
May 12 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The open house will include a
station tour, police car and motor-
cycle displays, police tactical
equipment exhibits, CSI demon-
strations and 50 years of Downey
Police memorabilia

Barbeque and refreshments will
be provided. 

The police department is locat-
ed at 10911 Brookshire Ave.

Gauldin set to 
celebrate Earth Day

DOWNEY – Gauldin
Elementary School will host an
Earth Day celebration on April 21
featuring two plays to be per-
formed by fourth and fifth grade
students.

Also featured at the event will
be face painting, arts and crafts,
tree and flower planting, litter
clean-up, recycle drive, presenta-
tion on the watershed process, and
a Cal-Met mulch giveaway.

The event is free and runs from
1 to 4 p.m. 

For information call Alex
Gaytan at (562) 396-6042.

Watercolor artist
giving free demo

DOWNEY – Watercolor artist
and instructor Tom Fong will be
the guest demonstrator at
Tuesday’s meeting of the Downey
Art League at Furman Park.

Fong is past president of
Watercolor West and has conducted
international workshops and
demonstrations. He was featured in
an article titled “20 Great
Teachers” by American Artist.

The meeting will run from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. and the community is
invited. 

Expert answers
to DMV questions

BY GEORGE VALVERDE
DIRECTOR, CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES

Q: I am getting ready to buy a new car. Is there any way to find out
how much my registration will cost before my purchase?

A: Yes. The DMV’s web site, www.dmv.ca.gov, has a vehicle registra-
tion fee calculator feature that can give you that information, as well as
other information such as sales tax and vehicle license fees. This is also a
place to identify how much of your registration fees you can write off for
tax purposes. Just click on the Online Services link and then the Vehicle
Registration Fee Calculator. It will prompt you to answer a few questions
and give you information based on your answers.

Q: My grandmother recently fell ill and can no longer transport herself
around town. I will be her main source of transportation but was wonder-
ing if it would be possible to obtain a disabled persons placard for my car?

A: Unfortunately, only people issued disabled placards can use them
legally. Although the disabled person does not necessarily have to own or
drive the vehicle to use the placard, they must be present when the plac-
ard is displayed. If you’d like to have your grandmother apply for a dis-
abled placard, go to www.dmv.ca.gov, click Forms and Most Commonly
Used Forms. Once you are there, you will find an Application for Disabled
Person Parking Placard or Plates under Plates, Placards, and Stickers.
Click to download the form, print it out and mail to the appropriate loca-
tion listed on the document.

Q: I was involved in a car crash where there was property damage for
more than $800. Do I need to report it to the DMV?

A: Yes. When you’re involved in a collision, report it to DMV using
the Report of Traffic Accident Occurring in California form located
online, under Forms. You or your insurance agent, broker, or legal repre-
sentative must complete the form and send it to the DMV within 10 days
if someone is killed or injured (no matter how minor the injury) or if the
property damage is over $750.

Q: My teenage son is getting ready to start driving and will be taking
the driver’s training course this summer. Does the DMV provide any
material for parents regarding teen driving?

A: Yes. Parents can now go to www.dmv.ca.gov and click on the
Publications link to find a “Parent-Teen Training Guide” to use as resource
for current traffic laws and other related teen driving information. The
DMV also has a teen-specific site designed to provide useful information
to teenagers who are gearing up to take their driver’s test – both written
and behind the wheel. While there, teens can take a sample test, get test
tips and even simple ways to save gas.

Networking group hearing Brian Adams
DOWNEY – Brian Adams of Endless Possibilities will speak on

“Customer or Client?” at the April 24 meeting of Rise ‘N Shine
Networking at the Nordic Fox restaurant. The cost is an order from the
menu.

To attend, RSVP with the Downey Chamber of Commerce at (562)
923-2191.



of medical equipment and supplies,
toy and clothing distribution for
underprivileged children, athletic
equipment/programs, environmen-
tal information exchanges, and so
on. 

Judge Steverson has a 2-year
old daughter and two grown
daughters from a previous mar-
riage. His wife, Sylvia, is also a
lawyer. Her latest distinction is as a
writer – she has just written a
healthy recipe book  titled
“Children’s Healthy Menu and
Recipe Guide,” available on
www.amazon.com.

His take on Downey?  “I think
Downey is a small town with a big
city’s heart,” he says. A resident of
Downey since 1990, he says it’s
one of the best cities in which to
live. “Everything is here – church-
es, schools, a good city govern-
ment, good police, fire, and other
public and community services –
you name it, we’ve get it here. And
it’s relatively a safe place in which
to raise your kids.” 

And in addition to traveling, he
likes to read (Bible History,
European History, World War II,
and, of course, Law). He also
belongs to the Los Angeles
Adventurers Club,  The club, he
says, looks for “off-the-beaten
track high adventure.”

With his integrity, his
accomplishments and his ongo-
ing service, Judge London
Eugene Livingston Steverson,
solid citizen of Downey, is, as
somebody remarked, “a good
man to know.”

All rise for London Steverson,
one of Downey’s finest citizens

BY HENRY VENERACION
STAFF WRITER

When asked what he
would like his legacy to
be, Judge London L.

Steverson, who has been serving as
federal administrative law judge
with the regional Social Security
Administration’s Office of
Hearings and Appeals located at
the corner of Dolan St. and
Firestone Blvd. for 18 years, says:
“I wish to be remembered for a life
of faithful service to humanity.”

Judge Steverson is a familiar
face in town, especially if one
patronizes the Embassy Suites
Hotel, which is right across from
the Social Security Administration
offices.  It is a favorite haunt of his.
It is at the Embassy Suites where,
when he is off duty, one is likely to
encounter him, wearing that charis-
matic smile, his lean 6’3” frame in
all likelihood dwarfing everyone
he meets. 

One of his social strengths is
his knowledge of languages. A
native of Millington, Tennessee, he
can talk fluently in Spanish and
German, is adept at conversational
French, knows “some Hungarian”
(his wife is from Hungary), and is
currently studying Mandarin
Chinese. He amazes me by his
command of Tagalog, the
Philippines’ national dialect and
my native tongue. In fact, in
preparing this article, I would
couch some of my phrases as a sort
of trial balloon, as well as say my
felicitations and thank you’s, in
Tagalog, and he would invariably
reply in kind, with perfect diction
and intonation, and I have never
even once caught him off-guard. (It
turns out he has been to the
Philippines on a number of occa-
sions, and has lots of friends there,
including “a few former girl-
friends”).

Judge Steverson was a career
U.S. Coast Guard officer before
becoming a judge, you see, and he
has been to many corners of the
world, particularly to Antarctica
(twice), Eastern Europe, and South
America, including Chile, Brazil,
Argentina, the Panama Canal
(twice) and, of course, especially
through his active affiliation with
the Sister Cities Association of
Downey, Costa Rica and Mexico.

He is as closely identified with
his Social Security judgeship as his
very active affiliation with Sister
Cities, his favorite volunteer gig.

Judge Steverson’s reached his
present perch as a federal judge
adjudicating family law, Social
Security, workmen’s comp, wel-
fare, widows’/orphans’/infants’
insurance/benefits issues and the
like, as a result of a combination of
talent, opportunity, commitment,
discipline and faith. 

Born March 13, 1947, he went 

to a segregated elementary school
in Tennessee, graduating valedicto-
rian from the all-black Woodstock
High School in Memphis. In 1968,
as a result of an executive order by
President Truman in 1948 desegre-
gating the armed forces and
President Kennedy goading the
United States Coast Guard
Academy particularly to tender
appointments to Black high school
students (there being no discernible
black participation in the services
at the time), Judge Steverson
became one of the first two
African-Americans to graduate
from the USCG Academy. He
graduated with a BS degree in
engineering and was commis-
sioned as a Second-Lieutenant. He
was to spend 20 years in the serv-
ice. 

His first duty assignment out of
the Academy was in Antarctic
research logistical support, serving
as a deck watch officer aboard a
Coast Guard cutter, an icebreaker,
and as head of the Marine Science
Department. This provided him his
first taste of responding to another
icebreaker’s distress call in frigid
waters. Subsequent assignments
included a duty tour from 1970 to
1972 in Juneau, Alaska as
Operations Duty Officer, and lead-
ing a search and rescue operation
in September, 1971 when an
Alaskan Airlines Boeing 727 air-
line passenger plane bearing 109
passengers went down in drizzling
rain and fog on the side of a moun-
tain about five miles from the air-
port (there were no survivors).

In 1972, Judge Steverson was
reassigned from Alaska to
Washington, D.C. to become the
Chief of the newly-formed
Minority Recruiting Section of the
USCG, and was charged with
working toward desegregating the
nearly all-white USCG, starting
with the USCG Academy. His
intensive efforts resulted in 28
black cadets gaining entrance into
the Class of 1977 and again in 1974
when 20 black cadets were admit-
ted as part of the Class of 1978. It
was from these cadets that the
Coast Guard’s first black officers
of flag rank were to come in the
1990’s, officers such as Admiral
Joseph Jones, Admiral Errol
Brown and Admiral Manson K.
Brown. A parallel function was
finding minority college graduates
who were willing to receive direct
commissions as lawyers and as avi-
ators. This too proved fruitful.

Judge London Steversonspent 20 years in the Coast Guard before
pursuing a career in law.

While still in the Coast Guard,
in 1974, Judge Steverson entered
the National Law Center of George
Washington University, graduating
in 1977 with a Juris Doctor of
Laws degree. William Barry, for-
mer Attorney General under
President Clinton, was a classmate.  

He next worked, from 1979 to
1982, as a Law Specialist in the
12th Coast Guard District Office in
San Francisco. As an Assistant U.
S. Attorney, he was charged with
the collection of civil penalties
under the Federal Boating Safety
Act, and as Assistant District Legal
Officer, he was required to defend
as well as prosecute military mem-
bers who had been charged with
violations of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice.

From 1982 to 1986, he served
as the Chief Marine Investigating
Officer for the Marine Inspection
Office in Battery Park, New York.
The job, he says, was similar to that
of a city prosecutor. With a staff of
ten investigating officers, he inves-
tigated marine disasters for negli-
gence and causes of action. “Any
marine personnel found to have
violated a marine safety law,” in
his words, “was charged and tried
before a Coast Guard administra-
tive law judge at the World Trade
Center, where he worked for two
years on the 6th floor. In the case of
a major marine disaster with multi-
ple loss of life, a formal Board of
Inquiry would be convened under
the direction of the National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB).”  

He became the Chief of the
Investigating Division at the
Marine Inspection Office in New
York, NY, and in 1986 was detailed
to the National Narcotics Border
Interdiction System under the

Office of the then Vice President
George H. W. Bush.     

When he retired in June 1988,
he became the first black Coast
Guard Academy graduate to retire
as a regular line officer from the
service. He held the rank of
Lieutenant-Commander during his
last 10 years of service. He says he
thinks he knows the reason why he
was passed over for promotion five
times and did not attain the rank of
Commander. He doesn’t dwell
much on the issue.  

He retired to Dumont, New
Jersey and practiced law in New
York, with a focus on family law
and defending Coast Guardsmen
accused of federal crimes. He is a
member of the New York State,
New York City, and Tennessee Bar
Associations.

His appointment as a federal
administrative law judge by
President George W. Bush came in
July, 1990. He was assigned here,
which forms part of the Ninth
Region in California.

Judge Steverson, firm in his
belief that law is the “noblest pro-
fession one can aspire to,” says he
harbors “100 percent satisfaction”
with his function as judge. Being
able to hand down rulings from the
bench that affect the fates of thou-
sands makes him feel, humbly, as a
“servant of God.” He is a member
of the Seventh Day Adventists, and
as an avid student of Bible history,
he sprinkles his comments with
Biblical allusions. Crediting
Presidents Kennedy (“He was
Moses”) and Lyndon B. Johnson
(“He was Joshua”) as the catalysts
of the profusion of civil rights leg-
islation that precipitated the civil
rights movement in the 1950s, he
says he pursued law after he had a
dream in which he had “a vision

from God,” back when he was
serving in 1971 in Juneau, instruct-
ing him to become a lawyer. 

Another of Judge Steverson’s
passionate ‘loves’ is his involve-
ment with the Sister Cities
Association of Downey, of which
he was president 7 straight years,
from 1993 to 2000. He is serving
now as its current Secretary. Now
down to a membership of 45, it was
established by the city of Downey
under President Eisenhower’s
”People to People Program,” con-
ceived and initiated in 1956 as a
new approach to “securing peace
around the world through the
establishment of personal people-
to-people friendships between
Americans and the peoples of other
nations.” The way Judge
Steverson, displaying his wit and
ability to “cut through the crap,”
says the idea of the program, in
simple terms, really, is to “prevent
people from killing each other” –
through friendly relationships and
mutually beneficial programs. It
was the city of Downey that estab-
lished the first Sister city affiliation
in Mexico, when an affiliation was
forged with the city of Guadalajara,
Jalisco, Mexico on Aug. 26, 1960.
The cities of San Quintin, Baja
California and Alajuela, Costa Rica
followed. He says he enjoys the
Sister Cities’ ‘ambassadorial’ or
diplomatic aspects.                 

Among the multifarious activi-
ties engaged in are student and
business information exchanges, as
well as art/cultural ones, para-
medic/earthquake preparedness
training, medical training, donations



CARPET, LINO.
& LAMINATE

Serving Downey since 1968.
LIC#   421455. Call Kent

(562) 776-9933

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel
home and office, service
upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE
NO OBLIGATION ESTI-
MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, senior dis-
counts, references, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

MACHADO
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Room additions, roofing,
kitchen and bath remodeling,
window replacement, paint.
Senior discount. Lic#574972

(562) 803-8630
(323) 294-8745

HONEST HANDYMAN
Painting, plumbing, electri-
cal, carpentry.

Call Jim (562) 869-0741

TIRED OF
YOUR TENANTS?

Let us manage & maximize
your rentals.

Across The Street
Property Management

(310) 617-3640
(562) 622-0820

CARPET 4 U
Carpet, Vinyl, Tile &
Laminate. Free in home esti-
mates! Mohawk, Shaw,
Beaulieu, Kane, Congoleum,
Unimaru. SALE! 6’ Cushion
Floor: 10¢ per sq. ft. 6’ Vinyl
Floor: 15¢ per sq. ft. Limited
quantities.

(562) 866-2195
Showroom at 9303 Alondra

Blvd. in Bellflower

ARMAS PATCHING
& RESTUCCO

Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas
Lic# 882779

(562) 923-8227

SERVICES

1 BED, NORWALK $875
Gated, A/C, new floors..

(562) 863-6599

3 BED, 2 BATH HOUSE
For lease, lg. fam. rm., central
AC/heat, $2,300 mo., $2,800
dep.

(714) 996-2586

BELLFLOWER HOUSE
New floors, lndy., frige. $875

Call (562) 867-4710

DOWNEY 2 BED,
1 BATH DUPLEX

W/yd., ldry. rm. & gar. $1,450
mo.

(562) 754-3797

NORWALK
3 Br., 1 Ba., 2 car gar. near
Cer. College. Very nice
$1,750 mo.+ sec. dep. No
Sec. 8

15537 Elmcroft
(562) 925-7959

FOR RENT

AVON OPPORTUNITY
50% comm./ask me how
(ind. sales rep.)

(562) 631-9357

INSIDE SALES
Nine year old established
imaging supplies company has
an immediate opening for a
cheerful, intelligent and highly
professional self-starter with
excellent communication
skills. Above average candi-
date must be able to communi-
cate with current customers
and prospects on a profession-
al level. Sales background pre-
ferred, but will train a motivat-
ed, goal oriented aggressive
individual with good work
ethics and the desire to achieve.
Leads provided. Hourly plus
commission. For prompt confi-
dential consideration: Ask for
Bill James (714) 525-9006

CASH PAID DAILY!
& monthly checks!
Entrepreneurs wanted. 25-
100 dollars HR. Training
available. Part time work, full
time pay. Create your own
schedule. Responsible
Motivated individuals. Must
have transportation. Call:

Alex (562) 706-5907 or
Austin (562) 965-6911

CHURCH SECRETARY
5 days a week, salary nego-
tiable, flexable hrs., send
resume to.
office@downeymoravian.org

STUDENTS
To pass out fliers, $8 hr., 5
hrs. per day, must have trans-
portation. Ask for Miller or
Sarah.

(562) 803-4268

EMPLOYMENT

PAINTING & CONSTR.
Lic. 456722. Call Steve

(562) 928-7680

GEN. BLDG. MAINT.
Small jobs OK. Call Mukesh

(562) 577-4706

GARDEN SERVICE
Hedging, lawn mowing,
sprinkler system, seed or sod
grass + clean up. Lic. 214833

(562) 861-5866
(562) 712-1838

TAX PROBLEMS?
Enrolled Agent admitted to
practice before the IRS. Tax
preparation, consultation and
representation. If you have
problems with the IRS or FTB 

I can help!
Office (562) 803-3569
Cell (562) 305-0874

$ SAVE - SAVE $
FREE ESTIMATES.

Homeowner special, win-
dows & doors factory direct. 
Mitch’s Windows & Doors

(562) 445-5677

NEED EYE GLASSES?
I’ll come to you. Frame &
Lenses. $79 (562) 706-5907

SERVICES

OPEN HOUSE
Sun. April 22, 1-5 pm

12434 Sproul St., Norwalk
2 bed, 1 bath, enclosed patio
& fruit trees. Near park, civic
center & shopping. Please
come & see this property or
call me for more information.
TONI STEWART, Realtor

(310) 717-4139 or
(562) 927-7566

Century 21 Jervis and
Associates

PRICE REDUCED
Open House Sun. April 22
11-3 pm Ready to move in

12246 Cornuta Ave., Downey
3 bed, 1 bath, + bonus room
1,300 sq. ft., 6,000 sq. ft. lot.
New kitchen, windows, and
carpet. Quiet neighborhood,
close to school.

Contact Monique Austria
Agent (310) 462-9855

HOMES FOR SALE

N.E. DOWNEY
Home for Lease. 4 bed, 2, 3/4,
1/2 bath + pool.

(323) 816-5169

HOUSE FOR LEASE

TOWN-
HOUSE

Sharp Downey 2 bed, 1
3/4 bath end unit with loft.

New laminate wood floor,
new carpeting, central A/C &
forced air heat. Main level
bedrooms. Large 2 car
attached garage. Park-like
setting. Only $429,500.
Call John Lacey - Agent

Crystal Properties
(562) 861-8904

HOUSEKEEPER
NEEDED

(562) 861-4419

EMPLOYMENT

TURN
THOSE

UNUSED
ITEMS
INTO

CASH!
OUR

DEADLINE
FOR

CLASSIFIEDS
IS

WED. 11 A.M.

Downey
Patriot
CLASSIFIEDS
(562) 904-3668

OPEN HOUSE
Sat. & Sun. Noon - 4 pm.
9430 True Ave., Downey

Reduced Price - Sellers moti-
vated. Lovely home with
large LR. with high ceiling. 3
bed & 1.75 bath, FR, DR, FP
& office, with 1,865 sq. ft. &
2 car garage. Agents

Luis (562) 508-0300
Teresa (562) 233-2002

HOMES FOR SALE
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