
Pony Express story
unfolds at Theatre

BY KEVIN O’CONNOR, DOWNEY THEATRE
DOWNEY – Wanted! Young, skinny, wiry

fellows not over 18. Must be expert riders, will-
ing to risk death daily. Orphans preferred.
Wages: $25 per week. Apply: Pony Express
Stables in St. Joseph, Mo.

This Sunday, Feb. 17, at 2:30 p.m., the
Downey Theatre will present the seventh film
of its 2007-08 “Armchair Adventure”
Travelogue Series, “Echo of Hoofbeats – the
Story of the Pony Express,” filmed and narrated
by Hal McClure.

The Pony Express galloped into history
because the eastern United States, especially
Washington, D.C., wanted better communica-
tions with San Francisco and the gold fields of California. In 1860 mail
was carried westward via stagecoach or by ship. It took weeks.

Up stepped three daring entrepreneurs who promised they could deliv-
er the mail from the westward kickoff point at St. Joseph, Mo., across the
plains, past Indian raiders and bandits, through the snow-laden mountains
to San Francisco – nearly 2,000 miles through eight states – in 10 days or
less. And they did.

Friday, February 15, 2008 Vol. 6 No. 43 8301 E. Florence Ave., Suite 100, Downey, CA 90240

109 reasons 
to celebrate

See Page 8

Welch resigns
as coach - again

See Page 11

Patriotic reason 
to cut coupons

See Page 8

Farmers market coming to Downey

For years the Long Beach farmers market, above, has attracted gro-
cery shoppers with their fresh selection of fruits and vegetables.
Downey will get its own farmers martket as soon as this April. Photo
courtesy Ruth L., www.flickr.com/photos/ruthbruin2002/

City Council approves plans for a much-anticipated
farmers market in Downtown Downey. Officials hope
it will serve as the “heart of the city.”

Councilman Kirk Cartozian about
the possibility of Bob’s Big Boy
coming to town. “But this is not a
guarantee; it’s something we hope
will happen.”

Johnie’s Broiler served its last
hamburger on Dec. 31, 2001.
Members of the Los Angeles
Conservancy, a committee dedi-
cated to preserving historically
significant property in Southern
California, have said that the
Ruby’s Restaurant franchise was
at one point interested in opening
a restaurant at the property, a
claim Smyrniotis has since
denied.

In 2002, the State Historical
Resources Commission deemed
the property eligible for placement
on the California Register of
Historical Resources, but the prop-
erty was never officially listed
because it lacked the consent of
Smyrniotis.

Negotiations underway to replace Johnie’s
with Bob’s Big Boy

City officials said they are hopeful of bringing a Bob’s Big Boy restaurant to the Johnie’s Broiler proper-
ty. Preliminary artist renderings, like the one above, and floor plans have already been completed.

More Photos Online
View artist renderings of the pro-
posed Bob’s Big Boy online at
www.thedowneypatriot.com. Click
on “Eric Pierce’s Blog.”

BY ERIC PIERCE, CITY EDITOR
DOWNEY – Three-way nego-

tiations are currently underway to
have a Bob’s Big Boy restaurant
take over a portion of the Johnie’s
Broiler property in Downey,
Deputy City Manager Gilbert
Livas confirmed this week.

The remaining lot portion
would be used by Downey Nissan
to store their new car inventory.

Livas said Bob’s Big Boy
would be willing to restore
Johnie’s Broiler, illegally bull-
dozed January of last year by then-
tenant Ardas Yanik, to its original
Googie architecture of the 1950’s.

The restaurant is also reported-
ly willing to save and restore what-
ever historical elements were not
destroyed in the demolition,
including the famous “fat boy”
sign facing Firestone Boulevard
and the open-air carhops that, in its
heyday, would serve thousands of
classic cars on any given weekend.
Livas said he is in “daily communi-
cation” with representatives from
Bob’s Big Boy and Johnie’s Broiler
property owner Christos
Smyrniotis in an attempt to secure
a lease agreement.

“With my prior experience with
my previous tenant, I want to take
every precaution necessary,”
Smyrniotis said of a possible lease
agreement. “But we’re willing to
proceed with whatever they need.
Bob’s has a reputation for good
food and good service. If this takes
place we’ll have a win-win situa-
tion all the way.”

Smyrniotis said he was opti-
mistic a deal could be reached.

“My objective is not how long
[the lease will be], it’s how soon
we can secure one,” said
Smyrniotis. “Everybody’s excited
about this. At least we’re moving in
the right direction to where we can
get something that will be prof-

itable.”
Meanwhile, the City Council

voted this week to hire Sherman
Oaks-based Chattel Architecture
Planning & Preservation, Inc. for
historic preservation consulting
services as the city prepares to
clean-up the Johnie’s property,
which has remained in its dilapi-
dated condition since it was nearly
demolished on Jan. 7 of last year.

The consultation services will
cost up to $25,000, to be reim-
bursed to the city by Smyrniotis.

Livas said he expected clean-up
and stabilization work to begin
within 30 to 60 days.

“I think the council as a whole
is supportive of this action,” said

Chamber renews
$1 per year lease 
at civic center

DOWNEY – The city of
Downey and the Downey Chamber
of Commerce have extended their
lease agreement an additional 10
years, renewing the original deal
which was set to expire this
September.

The only modification was an
increase in the current insurance
limits from $500,000 to $1 million.

The Chamber began leasing
their building, located inside the
Downey Civic Center at 11131
Brookshire Ave., in 1961. The
original 25-year lease called for
the Chamber to pay the city a token
sum of $1 per year.

That lease was renewed for
another 25 years in 1983.
– Eric Pierce, City Editor

See FARMERS MARKET, page 3

BY ERIC PIERCE, CITY EDITOR
DOWNEY – The project many residents have long been clamoring for

is finally coming to fruition.
Quietly and with very little fanfare, the City Council this week gave the

green light to a farmers market in Downey, a move city officials hope will
jumpstart revitalization efforts in the otherwise quiet downtown district.

The market will be located on 2nd Street, between New and Downey
Avenues, pending business owner permission. Tentative operating hours
are Saturdays between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m., rain or shine.

According to Deputy City Manager Desi Alvarez, plans call for the
market to open as early as April. It will be certified by the California
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA).

City Councilman Rick Trejo called a farmers market in Downey “great
news,” adding that he regularly travels to the markets in Long Beach and
Whittier to do his shopping.

Downey’s farmers market is expected to include fresh fruits and veg-
etables, flowers, eggs, honeys, oils, cheeses and other items sold directly
by California farmers.

Hot food and beverage vendors will also be allowed at the market, as
well as a small number of arts and crafts merchants, health, beauty and
“spirituality” dealers, and vendors selling youth-orientated items.

With only 30 vendor spots available, Alvarez said Downey merchants
would be given first preference.

Location
The Downtown Subcommittee, which includes Trejo and Mayor Pro

Tem Mario Guerra, recommended the 2nd Street location for a farmers
market over four other spots explored within the city, including Downey
Landing, the Barbara J. Riley Community & Senior Center, the Downey
Transit Depot, and Downey Adult School.

Downey Landing, according to the subcommittee, would have provid-
ed ample vendor and parking space, but would have been difficult to cor-
don off to prevent wayward drivers.

The community center provided a good amount of space for parking

Photo courtesy Downey
Theatre

See PONY EXPRESS, page 8

Alvin Caton worked as a crossing guard near Alameda School for 17
years before being fired last month. Photo by Brooke Karli

See CROSSING, page 9

Alvin Caton refuses to
turn his back on his kids

BY BROOKE KARLI, STAFF WRITER

F or 17 years, Alvin Caton has aided parents and children crossing
the street on the northeast corner of Alameda Street and Patton
Avenue, a corner heavily populated with Alameda Elementary

School students before and after school. 
On this particular day, however, Caton is seen on the school’s campus

not to help children safely cross the street, but to instead meet with me and
discuss his recent termination. 

According to Caton, 83, he was told in early January by immediate
supervisor Margie Anchondo of All-City Management Services, that poli-
cy required him to face traffic and turn his back to the kids as he escorted
them across the street. 

All-City Management Services has contracted with the city of Downey
for more than 15 years, providing crossing guards to schools throughout
the Downey Unified School District.

“It’s not right for me to turn my back on those kids,” said Caton, a
Downey resident for 37 years. “I’m the first one out there and the last one
back – the last thing I’m going to do is turn my back on those kids and put
them in any harm.”

Refusing to turn his back on the kids, Caton said he was approached
by Tommy Sands, an assistant operations manager at All-City
Management Services, who demonstrated how he should be crossing kids. 

Caton still refused to turn his back on the children, not only because he
thought it was dangerous, he said, but also because he felt there was no
reason to.

“I have been doing this for 17 years and not once has there been a traf-
fic accident or injury while I’ve crossed,” said Caton, a retired steel work-
er. “I’ve been re-certified numerous times and not once has this ‘policy’
been made known to me. I’ve never turned my back on the kids before and
now, all of a sudden, they want to enforce a policy that doesn’t make any
sense.”

Caton said the only problem he’s ever had to deal with were parents
not willing to cross in the crosswalk.



Sign up to be treated like a princess
DOWNEY – Pre-registration will be taken tomorrow at the Downey

City Library for the Downey Rose Float Association’s first annual
“Princess for a Day” event, scheduled for March 1.

Limited to 125 people, participants ages 5 to 12 will be treated like
princesses, with hair and make-up work, craft-making, dancing, and lunch
with the current Miss Downey and Miss Teen Downey Courts.
Participants, who are encouraged to wear either pink or purple, will also
receive a photo and goody bag. 

The cost of the event is $25 and all proceeds will go towards the con-
struction of Downey’s 2009 Tournament of Roses Parade entry.

“Princess for a Day” will be held at Trinity Baptist Church, 8219
Florence Ave., in Downey.  Pre-registration tomorrow will be taken from
1 to 3 p.m.

Soroptimist International of Downey has awarded their Women’s Opportunity Awards, five $750 scholarships to local women working towards
furthering their education. From left: President Sue Potter, Margarita Rogers, Eugenie Barbeau, Renee Galaviz, Angel Raya, Luz Saldana,
Petra Ramirez, Jean Brazelton and Lorine Parks.

Soroptimists reward working
women with scholarships

DOWNEY – Soroptimist International of Downey has awarded five
$750 scholarships to local women who are “working hard to reach their
potential and fulfill their dreams.” Stonewood Center donated two of the
scholarships.

The Women’s Opportunity Award is a scholarship given to women
who are head of their household and who have a desire to return to school.
All of this year’s winners have children to support and hold responsible
jobs, but need financial assistance to reach their educational goals.

This year’s winners include Angel Raya, a mother of a 2-year-old and
currently studying to become a nursing assistant; Renee Galaviz, studying
to obtain a Licensed Vocational Nurse diploma; Luz Saldana, an employ-
ee at Downey Regional Medical Center (DRMC) and working her way
towards an RN degree; Petra Ramirez, also a DRMC employee who works
two jobs while studying cardiology technician skills on the weekend; and
Eugenie Barbeau, a mother of five and Cerritos College student who plans
to obtain a university degree in Psychology.

For information about membership in Downey Soroptimist, call
Dorothy Pemberton at (562) 927-9908.

Thieves steal arson investigator’s truck
DOWNEY – The city of Downey was forced into an unscheduled

$15,000 purchase of radio and electronic equipment this week after a util-
ity vehicle belonging to the Downey Fire Department was stolen late last
year.

According to Fire Chief Mark Sauter, an arson investigator’s 2006
Chevy Colorado pick-up truck was stolen Dec. 8. It was found 10 days
later stripped of nearly all of its electronic equipment.

The arson investigator’s assigned equipment, along with other items
inside the truck, was stolen as well, Sauter said.

The vehicle sustained minor mechanical damage, Sauter said.

George Washington visits the library
DOWNEY – Children ages 3 to 12, as well as their parents, are invit-

ed to “Celebrate President’s Day with Mr. Washington” Thursday from 7
to 7:45 p.m. at the Downey City Library.

George Washington, the first president of the United States, will share
about his life during the colonial period and how he led out nation to inde-
pendence. 

Free show passes will be distributed 30 minutes prior to the presenta-
tion, which will be held in the Cormack Room. 

For more information, call (562) 904-7360, ext. 4. 

Dog license fees reduced
for seniors, handicapped

DOWNEY – At the request of Mayor David Gafin, the city of Downey
is reducing dog license fees for senior citizens and the handicapped.

Under the new plan, unanimously approved by the City Council this
week, seniors and handicapped persons would pay only $5 in license fees
for a neutered dog. License fees for an unaltered dog would be $16.60.

The prices constitute a 50 percent discount from normal license fees.
To qualify for the reduced fees, seniors must be at least 62 years old on

January 1 of the year the license is required and their income must be with-
in the poverty threshold as established by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services ($10,400 for a household of one, $14,000 for a
household of two, $17,600 for a household of three, etc.).

Handicapped persons need to provide confirmation of their handi-
capped status as determined by a licensed physician.

The city is estimated to lose approximately $4,000 per year (2.4 per-
cent of their total $166,000 dog license revenue) as a result of the dis-
counts. — Eric Pierce, City Editor

DUSD honors employees at board meeting

Regina Munoz, Deanna McConnell and Valerie Herz were presented
with the Superintendent’s Vision Award this week.

Billie McCullah, Diana Ramirez and Norma Apostol were also hon-
ored by DUSD this week.See DUSD, page 10

BY HENRY VENERACION, STAFF WRITER
DOWNEY—The Board of Directors of the Downey Unified School

District Tuesday heard three presentations honoring three certificated
employees in the area of instruction, one certificated employee in the area
of culture, and three classified employees in the area of culture with the
Superintendent’s Vision Award.

Craig Bertsch, West Middle School principal, characterized the work
of Resource Specialist Program (RSP) teachers Deanna McConnell,
Regina Munoz and Valerie Herz as “perfectly representing the
Superintendent’s Vision Award.” The three Special Education department
teachers oversee a total of 78 students with a variety of disabilities, includ-
ing autism, emotional disturbance, hearing impairment, and specific learn-
ing issues related to reading or math. 

McConnell, the 8th grade RSP teacher, has been with the district for 17
years, and coached sports, been a cheer advisor, and served as department
chair for Special Education for many years. Munoz , the 7th grade RSP
teacher, has been working with students with disabilities for over 15 years,
serves as a Builder’s Club advisor, an after school intervention specialist,
and is a fundraising stalwart. Herz, 6th grade RSP teacher, has been with
DUSD for 14 years, and noted for her after-school work with students with
disabilities.

They are true examples of teachers who “teach from the heart,”
Bertsch said.

In presenting Isela Mendez, Gauldin’s ELD teacher, with the Vision
Award, Gauldin Elementary principal Yolanda Cornair highlighted
Mendez’ kinship with students, fellow teachers, and parents of diverse cul-
tures. “Ms. Mendez,” Cornair said, “is the model for the ideal ELD
teacher. She works hard, remains focused, accepts the challenges she faces
in building the best program for our EL learners. She does all this with
grace and a smile.” She has been with DUSD since 1997.

Director of Pupil Services Robert Jagielski calls Vision honorees Billie
McCullah, Norma Apostol, and Diana Ramirez “The Pupil Services 3.”
Sr. Secretary McCullah keeps track of disciplinary cases, as well as budg-
et, the Community Policing program, safe and drug-free schools lead
teachers, etc. Bilingual Sr. Clerical Asst. Apostol is the record keeper for
SARB matters, coordinates the division’s Citation Program’s paperwork,
helps with the annual District-wide Disaster Preparedness drill, liaises
with the District Attorney and Downey courts on student cases, etc.
Bilingual Sr. Clerical Asst. Ramirez is simply the front line for the entire
second floor, Jagielski said: She screens “any one who comes upstairs, not
knowing who they are upset with, etc.” In addition, she is the resident
guru, handling guardianship, homeless and foster children cases, work
permits, subpoenas, and the like.



and vendors, and it also included access to public restrooms. But its loca-
tion in a residential neighborhood probably wouldn’t help in promoting
local businesses.

The Downey Transit Depot near Firestone Boulevard and Downey
Avenue is near a major thoroughfare, but public parking would have been
a problem, the subcommittee said.

Finally, Downey Adult School was deemed too far from the downtown
district, and parking would have been hampered by weekend students and
Saturday morning soccer games.

Management
Alvarez said the farmers market would be operated by a still unnamed

non-profit organization, although the city would retain discretion over the
choice of vendors brought into the market. The farmers market is expect-
ed to generate just enough revenue to cover operating expenses.

The non-profit group will also use some of the revenue to fund their
own initiatives, although members of the Council said they would like to
see portions of the money contributed to local organizations.

The Council also waived individual business license requirements for
vendors holding valid CDFA permits. Individual vendors will be required
to obtain and display certified producer permits, scale certifications, and
health department licenses when applicable.

Marketing
The Council this week approved spending $30,000 to promote the

farmers market, including advertising blitzes in local newspapers.
The campaign, unanimously approved by the City Council, includes

$4,646.30 for advertising with The Downey Patriot; $8,740 for advertis-
ing with the Long Beach Press-Telegram; and $2,480.65 for advertising in
the Whittier Daily News.

The city will also take out advertisements in the Downey Civic Light
Opera and Downey Symphony playbills ($240), the PennySaver
($1,288,55), and will print posters and streetlight banners.

Residents should also see advertisements in their water bills and at
City Hall and the library.

FARMERS MARKET
Continued from page 1

Warren’s Vocal Ensemble in concert
DOWNEY – The Warren High School Vocal Ensemble will be per-

forming pop, jazz, swing and ‘40’s music at Christ Lutheran Church this
Sunday from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

The performance will be part of the church’s Coffee House program.
Directed by Robert Petersen, the Vocal Ensemble is a select group of

advanced singers that represent Warren High School at public functions
and concerts.

To participate in the Vocal Ensemble, students must meet GPA require-
ments, have previous high school level choir experience and compete in
an audition where they are assessed on their vocal technique, sight-read-
ing skills and attitude. They are also expected to reflect an image of posi-
tive leadership, responsibility and character at school and in the commu-
nity.

The Vocal Ensemble will travel to Reno, Nev. this April to participate
in the Reno Jazz Festival.

Christ Lutheran Church is located at 7707 Florence Ave. The commu-
nity is invited to the free concert.

Warren High School’s Vocal Ensemble will be in concert this Sunday at Christ Lutheran Church. Pictured above, back row: Chris Hoodye, Erl
Malboeuf, Stephen Orantes and Robert Petersen. Front row: Yesenia Calderson, Velvet Enamorado, Nawania Hudson, Amanda Tritz, Chelsea
Johnson and Lauren Casas.

No substantive changes to city’s investment policy 
Document lists city assets while providing guidelines

towards the management of local funds.
BY HENRY VENERACION,

STAFF WRITER
DOWNEY—The 2008

Investment Policy prepared by the
City Manager’s Office and which
the City Council adopted Tuesday
is substantially the same as last
year’s, according to its author, John
Michicoff, Director of Finance. 

The document, which is in
compliance with the Government
Code, provides guidelines for the
“prudent” management of the
city’s—and related entities’—pub-
lic funds. The ultimate goal, stated
Michicoff, is to enhance the finan-
cial strength of the city while pro-
tecting its pooled cash.

Briefly, for investment purpos-
es, the city’s financial assets fall

into three categories:
1) Cash and liquid assets

(instruments with maturities of 90
days or less);

2) Short-term investments
(instruments with maturities of 2
years or less);

3) Long-term investments
(instruments with maturities of
more than 2 years but less than 5
years).

Without delving into too much
technical detail, interest income
has always been a major source of
revenue for the city, Michicoff
pointed out, cautioning that this
positive outcome always carries an
associated risk (loss of potential
interest income, etc.). Staff, in this
regard, he said, stays on top of

things as it attempts to maximize
the city’s return through a combi-
nation of diversification in invest-
ments. This is done by staying sen-
sitive to current market conditions
and economic trends.  

Sound “safety vs. risk” invest-
ment decisions, he said, revolve
around safety, liquidity, and yield
(interest income/rate of return) fac-
tors. The city’s investment portfo-
lio is monitored by the City
Manager, the Treasurer, and him-
self, in accordance with one’s par-
ticular area of responsibility.

In other action, the Council:
•Accepted and appropriated

“Early Learning with Families
(ELF) at Your Library” grant funds
in the amount of $5,000 from the
California State Library Grant. The
goal of the first year ELF mini
grant is to promote early literacy

See COUNCIL, page 13

and Downey City Library services
to children up to 3 years old and
their families;

•Approved an amendment to
the contract with Global Learning,
Inc. to provide evaluation services
for the ASPIRE after-school pro-
gram, which expanded in April
2007 from an original six program
sites to twelve. There is no impact
to the General Fund. The program
gets its funding from the California
Department of Education;

•Approved an amendment to
the agreement with the city of
Signal Hill for special mobile relay
services. The city of Downey has
leased excess radio space from the
city of Signal Hill since 1989. The
current lease, that was approved in
1997, requires Downey to pay



The Poet’s Corner
Lucy

We have a lady here that is 109
And she is in her prime

She remembers about yesterday
Like when she went out to play

She had some sisters and brothers
And she is like no other

She is of sound mind
And she is also very kind

She likes the color purple
As we all sat in a circle.

– The Downey Retirement Home Poetry Club

Nirvana
Moon the Glorious has rose

As the leaves of Hope will grow
And in the thorns it became clear

Nirvana in its beauty nears.

As I am lying here in bliss
Enravished in an astral kiss

The Universe and Time divides
Nirvana’s present in your eyes.

In Peace and Love there is rebirth
To Sun and Stars and Moon and Earth

To Life and Mind, Future and Past
Nirvana is achieved at last.

– Jenerous,
Downey

Some of Downey’s civic leaders met with California Attorney General
Jerry Brown last weekend to discuss public safety and issues dealing
with crime. Pictured are, left to right, Councilman Kirk Cartozian,
Police Chief Roy Campos, Brown, Mayor Pro Tem Mario Guerra, and
Fire Chief Mark Sauter. 

Led by Drum Major Eric Paz, and directed by David Niemeyer, the
Warren High School Band and Color Guard marched down Main
Street, Disneyland on Jan. 14. This is an annual event for the squad,
who also placed 6th at this year’s Southern California School Band
and Orchestra Association Championships for marching bands.
Bands are only allowed to march at Disneyland after their audition
tape is viewed and accepted. 

Warren Band dishes out spaghetti
DOWNEY – The Warren High School Band and Color Guard will be

hosting their annual Pasta and Presto event on March 1. 
Following a spaghetti dinner donated by many local businesses and

prepared by the band boosters, the Wind Ensemble, Concert Band, Jazz I,
and Jazz II, as well as the Winter Guard, will provide the event’s entertain-
ment. 

Tickets are $7. Those interested in sponsoring can receive up to three
free tickets depending on the amount sponsored. 

For more information, or to purchase tickets or be a sponsor, call (562)
774-5647. 

Lee Powell fires up the grill at a monthly Kiwanis-sponsored bar-
beque for the staff and patients of Rancho Los Amigos’ Pediatrics
Division. Powell barbeques for the division every month, bringing in
pizza on days that are rained out.

Sidi filming concert for PBS
DOWNEY – Downey resident and musician Sebastian Sidi will be

recording a PBS television special April 25th at the OC Pavilion
Performing Arts Theatre. Tickets are priced between $25 and $35.

The concert will air in June during PBS’s pledge month. Sidi will fol-
low the broadcast with a small Southern California tour.

The OC Pavilion only holds 500 guests and tickets are expected to sell
out. For tickets, call (714) 550-0550 or visit www.ocpavilion.com.



Letters to the Editor:
The Downey Guerra
Dear Editor:

Every time my wife and I read your newspaper we wager how many
times Councilman Mario Guerra’s mug will be prominently featured in
your newspaper pages. On your Feb. 8 issue I lost 10 bucks wrongly
guessing the councilman’s smiling face would only appear once but it was
twice.

Seems like anything he does is newsworthy to your paper. A neighbor
told me that he thinks the councilman steers a lot of advertising to your
paper and in return you saturate your newspaper pages with his image but
I don’t abide to this conspiracy theory since you guys are pretty impartial
in your reporting and I like Eric Pierce’s writing style.

When you’re ready to feature something other than the councilman’s
face in your newspaper perhaps Eric Pierce can do a story on two high-
volume un-permitted residential businesses that have devastated our
block. I know of one neighbor who’s sent you a few pictures regarding our
issue with no response from your paper. My neighbor said that since the
story does not involve the councilman odds are you won’t be interested but
I told him to let me try and see what happens.

On a serious note I am putting my house for sale because of these busi-
nesses. The City Council, the Downey Police Department, Code
Enforcement, Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard and now
Assemblyman Hector de la Torre’s office and the EPA will be following
up on the issue on our street; perhaps your paper should say something
about it. Believe me when I say that I am sure your readers will be inter-
ested; the scope of this issue is huge. Let me know guys!
— Miguel Casillas,
Downey

Thank you from Toastmasters
Dear Editor:

Thank you to all involved with publishing the press releases for
Toastmasters Club #587 open house.

The Downey Patriot is a great resource for community news as well as
information about service clubs and organizations.

Continue to keep up the good work.
— Fionnuala Anderson,
Downey

Thankful for our local publications
Dear Editor:

I would like to thank the Downey Chamber of Commerce and Sue
Nordin for their professionalism and grace shown in their recent article in
Downey Business on our humble restaurant, Mambo Grill.

For those who aren’t members of the Chamber, I encourage you to
join, as there are endless rewards and benefits to business owners. I can
only hope I can return the favor by giving back to the very community that
made us who we are in the first place.

We at Mambo Grill would also like to thank The Downey Patriot for
their coverage and support throughout the six years we have been in busi-
ness. We are grateful for their staff and appreciate all their hard work. 

Please know that we are here to serve our community in any way pos-
sible. God Bless you all!
—David Llamas,
Owner, Mambo Grill

Tseklenis for Council
Dear Editor:

It has been a long time since I have read an article with so much com-
mon sense as the one displayed by Harold Tseklenis (“There is Much to be
Tackled,” 2/8/08). 

Harold’s engineering background is very noticeable because of the
validity of his assertions and the clarity of his writing. All Downey citi-
zens certainly benefit from Harold’s training, experience and dedication to
the betterment of our city.

Harold makes so many fine points that I wish he would run for the City
Council. Pundits may say he is too old but I sustain that Harold, like good
wine, gets better with age. If further proof is needed that experience is valu-
able just look at Warren Buffet’s record that seems to get better with age.

I hope that many people agree with me and draft Harold to run in the
next election for the City Council. I would campaign for him and he sure-
ly would get my vote.
— Jorge Montero,
Downey

Severely pecked
Dear Editor:

Every morning while dropping off my child at Sussman Middle
School, I am appalled at the inconsiderate manner in which the students
cross the street and play chicken with the cars while walking to school.
Why did the chicken cross the road? Well simply to get to the other side.
Yet day after day I witness middle school children playing chicken and
jaywalking right in front of cars, usually darting out giving the driver only
a split second to react. 

Just like when in the crosswalk this generation of youth then proceeds
to nonchalantly take their time to complete the street crossing at their
leisure. If that wasn’t bad enough, like most Galliformes these street
caressers spread out in a staggered line in order to tie up the passing vehi-
cles ever more. This foul locomotion continues once again when the stu-
dents are released from the coup at the end of the school day. 

I do agree that the parents can preemptively help solve some of these
problems by teaching their hatchling common courtesy and respect,
preferably through their own examples. But what is the school’s educa-
tional system doing to protect our children? Other than back to school
night I have yet to see a crossing guard or school representative in front of
the campus. This is irresponsible and dangerous to the safety of everyone
in the community.

One school I can flap my wings to though is Carpenter Elementary.
Every day before and after school they do all they can to ensure that the
citizens who attend or pass by the school are safer. They do that by hav-
ing teachers out on the campus. This gives them time to interact with the
community and promote a positive environment. This interaction occurs
by the facilitation of traffic to and from the school of both car and foot. By
doing so this cuts down on the number of incidences around the school
easing the congestion for all. 

This additional time spent with our youth encourages them to engage
in the proper activities and allows our teachers more time to bond with the
students further enriching the social atmosphere for the whole flock. This
in turn creates a win-win situation.

The differences in the two are like night and day. Which prompts me
to ask if this is only a school policy or a district policy not being followed.
Regardless, it is time something is done to contain this epidemic before its
full effects come home to roost.
— Aaron Fuhriman,
Downey

Hoping to create a safer neighborhood
Dear Editor:

Imagine how you might feel if your home was burglarized. Last spring,
my home was burglarized on a late Friday afternoon. My husband and I
frantically returned home after the Downey Police Department notified us
that we had been the victims of a burglary. We found our home ransacked.
We grieved over our personal and monetary losses. Our sense of security
and tranquility was forever shattered.

I refused to accept our dilemma. I met with neighbors about the bur-
glary and learned that crime is rampant throughout our neighborhood. My
neighbors shared the following concerns about their neighborhood: speed-
ing due to a lack of bumps or stop signs, loitering, home burglaries, car
thefts, hit-an-run accidents, and vandalism on private properties. Current
data from the Downey Police Department illustrate that these crimes per-
sists throughout Downey.

A local neighbor with long ties to our neighborhood directed me to
Mark Galvan, a liaison from the Downey Neighborhood Preservation. He
encouraged me to organize a block meeting between my neighbors and the
Downey Police Department. Our gathering on Nov. 8 was a major success.
Many neighbors attended the meeting and shared their concerns. Four offi-
cers joined our meeting, listened to our grievances, and discussed steps
that the police department is implementing to secure our neighborhood. 

I intend to collaborate with participants from our first block meeting to
organize a second block meeting in March. Our primary objective is to see
if our neighborhood is safer than it was before the first block meeting. I
expect my neighbors to express a sense of security during the second block
meeting. I also plan to engage other community groups and local elected
officials to make Downey a safe and family-friendly community. We can
all make a difference if we organize our neighborhoods. Lastly, thanks to
Mark Galvan, the neighbors who attended, and the four Downey Police
officers who joined our meeting.
—R. Salas,
Downey

Letters to the Editor:
Orangeline Maglev a group effort
Dear Editor:

Most Downey citizens may not be all that familiar with the Orangeline
High Speed Maglev Development Authority, a 14-member city Joint
Powers Authority formed in 2003 with the goal of alleviating L.A. and
Orange Counties’ traffic nightmare in a clean, quiet and fast manner. The
Orangeline High Speed Maglev will do this and also will serve as an eco-
nomic and transit-oriented development boon for our member cities. We
appreciate the Downey Patriot for its thorough report on our project last
year. Hopefully you’ll be able to experience the Orangeline sometime after
its projected completion date in 2020.

Although it continues to gather more and more supporters, the
Orangeline is no sure thing. We have a number of hurdles and challenges
to getting there before that ever happens. Most notable is the need to work
and build consensus with the larger agencies, such as SCAG (Southern
California Association of Governments), Caltrans, MTA (Metropolitan
Transportation Authority), OCTA (Orange County Transportation
Authority), the County of Los Angeles, and the city of Los Angeles.

Quite honestly, we rely on trusted, long-term relationships with lead-
ers within these agencies and with elected officials in prospective new
member cities. Without these relationships, which often take many years
to develop, it takes us even longer to navigate the cumbersome, snail-
paced bureaucratic channels to get a massive transportation project done.

For the past five years, your councilmember and former mayor, Kirk
Cartozian, has served on our board as an able representative of your inter-
ests. He has provided both our authority and your city the benefit of these
hard earned, trusted relationships needed to be successful and gain support
to get things completed. Although Councilman Cartozian’s primary
responsibility has been to represent you city of Downey, his leadership and
enthusiasm has propelled him to be the chairman of our organization
through one of the most difficult times of transition. Despite the chal-
lenges, we’ve made significant progress under Councilman Cartozian’s
leadership.

We write this letter to thank you, the citizens of Downey, for
Councilman Cartozian’s service and dedication to our board. We wanted
to let you know that we recognize and respect the will of your citizens on
your recent vote to not extend term limits within your city. Because of the
limitation of terms, he will no longer be able to continue leading our board
and authority beyond his current term. His value and service will surely be
missed. 
—Laura Lee (Mayor, city of Cerritos); Scott Larsen (Mayor, city of
Bellflower); Maria Davila (Mayor, city of South Gate); Elba Guererro
(Mayor, city of Huntington Park); Frank Gurule (Mayor, city of
Cudahy); Marsha McLean (Councilwoman, city of Santa Clarita);
Bill Dewitt (Councilman, city of South Gate); Tony Lima
(Councilman, city of Artesia); Michael McCormick (Councilman, city
of Vernon); Ana Rizo (Councilwoman, city of Maywood); Diana
Martinez (Councilwoman, city of Paramount); Steve Hofbauer
(Councilman, city of Palmdale); Dean Grose (Councilman, city of Los
Alamitos); and Troy Edgar (Councilman, city of Los Alamitos). 

More bang for their buck
Dear Editor:

Are the citizens of Downey smarter than the three stooges on our City
Council? You bet we are!

Since the stooges blew $85,000 of our money, I think they should
repay the city of Downey. It would only cost each stooge $28,333.34.
—Doris Hannon,
Downey



SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

On This Day...
Feb. 15, 1564: Famed astronomer Galileo Galilei is born in Pisa, Italy.
1764: The city of St. Louis is established.
1898: Tensions with Spain escalate after an explosion onboard the U.S. battleship Maine kills 260
crew members.
1903: The first teddy bear is reportedly introduced in the United States by Morris Michtom.
1933: President Franklin D. Roosevelt escapes an assassination attempt that instead takes the life of
Chicago mayor Anton J. Cermak.
2002: Nevada’s Yucca Mountain is approved by President George W. Bush as the site for long-term
disposal of nuclear waste.



Sister Kathleen at meeting and luncheon
DOWNEY – The Women’s Guild of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

(OLPH) will be hosting their general meeting and luncheon this
Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Parish Center on Downey Avenue. Sister
Kathleen of the Sisters of Notre Dame will be the featured speaker.

Sister Kathleen is a former teacher at OLPH School and is now train-
ing Novitiates who are entering the religious order.

The community is invited to attend the meeting.

Waste roundup in Pico Rivera
PICO RIVERA – Local residents are encouraged to drop off their

household and electronic waste at a roundup event March 15 at the
Southern California Gas Company in Pico Rivera.

The free event allows Los Angeles County residents to safely dispose
of hazardous waste, including antifreeze, car batteries, used motor oil,
paint, pesticides, TVs and monitors, computers, VCRs, stereos, cell
phones, and more.

The Pico Rivera Southern California Gas Company is located at 8101
Rosemead Blvd. Waste will be collected between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Counsel’s Corner: An
introduction and hello

BY STEVE LOPEZ, THE LAW OFFICES OF STEVE LOPEZ

Iwould like to thank the staff at The Downey Patriot for this oppor-
tunity to write a column. I see this as a great opportunity for the
wonderful readers of the Patriot to stay informed with our ever-

changing legal system. I see my role as your legal voice; I wish to
make available to you the current events as well as the latest develop-
ments in the law as it pertains to you and those you care about.

I recently expanded my law practice and opened up a second loca-
tion here in Downey. Choosing Downey as the city to open this second
location was an easy decision. I was born and raised here in Southern
California. In fact, I was born in Los Angeles and grew up and went to
school here in Downey. 

My first job was at the old and now historical landmark “the
Golden Arches,” located at Lakewood Boulevard and Florence
Avenue. At this first job, I was in charge of general maintenance. My
second job was at Scientific Coating located near the intersection of
Firestone Boulevard and Stewart and Gray Road. There I worked as a
technician from 1983 to 1990.

It was only when I got married I moved out of Downey. Let me tell
you, it was by “force” and not by choice. At the persistent request of
my wife, who wished to move and live next to her only sister in
Southern California, did I agree to move out of Downey. 

I knew however that I would be back to a city that gave me so
many wonderful childhood memories and now a place where I can
practice my craft and be a part of the rich and diversified history of
Downey.

On Dec. 20, 2007, my office had a grand opening party which was
attended by Mayor David Gafin, Mayor Pro Tem Mario A. Guerra, the
Downey Court, the Downey Chamber of Commerce, and local busi-
nesses, families, and friends. Thank you to all the people who came out
and supported me during our grand opening. I felt that the grand open-
ing was a great eye-opener for me as I stood aside and witnessed the
many wonderful people of Downey who make this an extraordinary
place for the residents and business owners alike.

With that note, I will bid you goodbye for now and I look forward
to informing you of the current legal events.
Beginning this week, attorney Steve Lopez will be writing periodic
columns regarding this country’s evolving legal system, with a pointed
emphasis on how it relates to Downey.

Attorney Steve Lopez was joined by Miss Downey and her Court in
celebrating the grand opening of his Downey office in December.
Photo courtesy Sue Nordin, Downey Chamber of Commerce

Study Session at Temple tomorrow
DOWNEY – Temple Ner Tamid of Downey will be having a Saturday

Service and Study Session tomorrow at 10 a.m.
The session will be led by Rabbi Len Muroff. The community is invit-

ed to attend.
For information, call (562) 861-9276.

Credit union sponsoring
free financial workshops
starting next week

‘The Power of Paycheck Planning’ will be presented
this Tuesday by finance experts.

DOWNEY – Downey Federal Credit Union will be sponsoring five
free “financial fitness workshops” throughout the year to help members
and prospective members “stay in shape in 2008.”

The workshop topics will range from “The Power of Paycheck
Planning” to “Understanding Your Credit Report and Score” to “Identity
Theft.”

Workshops will be held at Downey Regional Medical Center and at the
Downey Unified School District’s Manuel Gallegos Administration
Building on Brookshire Avenue.

The first workshop, “The Power of Paycheck Planning,” will be this
Tuesday at Downey Regional Medical Center. All of the workshops are
from 4 to 6 p.m. and will be given by speakers from Springboard, a non-
profit consumer credit management organization.

“Providing financial education to our members and to the community
is an essential part of Downey Federal Credit Union’s initiative of ‘People
Helping People,’” said Downey Federal Credit Union CEO Barbara
Lamberth. “We encourage members and potential members to learn how
to better manage their finances.”

Residents interested in attending the workshops should call Kari
Johnson at (562) 862-8141, ext. 246, for reservations. For the schedule
and locations of the workshops, visit www.downeyfcu.org.

Communication discussed at Nordic Fox
DOWNEY – Brett Baughman of Niurka, Inc., will be discussing “My

Communication is the Response I Get – Effective Communication Bridges
Worlds,” at the Feb. 26 Rise ‘N Shine networking group at Nordic Fox
restaurant at 7:30 a.m.

Cost is an order from the menu.
For information, or to RSVP, call (562) 923-2191. 

Folk music jam at Community Center
DOWNEY – Musicians, singers and music lovers in general are invit-

ed to a “Downey Folk Music Jam” on Feb. 26 at the Barbara J. Riley
Community & Senior Center from 6:30 to 9 p.m.

At a folk music jam, participants sit in a circle formation with their
acoustic instruments. A facilitator ensures that the “lead” participant has
their opportunity to lead the tune, pass, or request the group play a tune
with someone else leading the music.

The facilitator also ensures a continuum of activity throughout the jam,
and that the leader position rotates smoothly around the circle.

Guests and other non-musician visitors may sit outside the circle and
listen to the music or sing along if appropriate. The round-robin format
continues throughout the session and musicians may join or leave at will.

The community is invited to the free jam. For more information, call
Bea or Jim at (562) 861-7049.

Cardiovascular Wellness Fair, Feb. 23
DOWNEY – Downey Regional Medical Center will host its annual

Cardiovascular Wellness Fair on Feb. 23 from 9 a.m. to noon in the hos-
pital’s conference rooms. 

The fair, which is open to the public, will feature a variety of compli-
mentary screenings and activities, including carotid screenings, blood
pressure checks, respiratory screenings, consultations with DRMC phar-
macists, nutrition consultations, massages, and information from diabetes
educator Elsa Saucedo, R.N., as well as giveaways and door prizes.

The fair will also feature a heart healthy snack, served around 9 a.m.,
and a presentation by interventional cardiologist Jack Dobkin, M.D.

For more information, call (562) 904-5413.



When asked about the different events and people she has seen come
and go, she could not help but revel in the things that have changed in our
country.

“Growing up, we had to walk 10 to 15 miles just to get our mail,”
Randolph said. “There wasn’t much to talk about either as there weren’t
many newspapers around. There were hardly any cities when I was grow-
ing up and to see how everything has changed is mind boggling.” 

However, the one thing she would change about the world today, she
said, is the people.

“The one thing that has ruined the world is people – they cheat them-
selves and they cheat others,” Randolph said. “People will do whatever
they can to get to the top.
“My parents always taught us to be honest people and I have always taught
my family the same. Children are raised in homes nowadays where the
parents don’t teach them anything because they’re hardly ever around to
begin with. Many kids don’t understand the beauty of family because they
aren’t raised in one.”
Family has always been important to Randolph. She currently has 16
grandchildren, 52 great-grandchildren, 14 great-great-grandchildren, and
four great-great-great-grandchildren. 

“I have family scattered from north to south, and east to west,” she
said. “It’s so nice to see loved ones and I wish I could see them all more
often.”

When asked the secret to living a long, healthy life – a question asked
of her often – she responded, “Living an honest life, working hard, taking
care of yourself and your family, and being grounded in faith.”

Lucy Randolph: living a long, honest life
BY BROOKE KARLI, STAFF WRITER

T ake a moment and think about the historical moments, life-chang-
ing inventions, and unforgettable people of the 20th Century – the
good, the bad, and the ugly.

The Great Depression. The attack on Pearl Harbor. The American Civil
Rights Movement. The Holocaust. Adolf Hitler. Mother Teresa. Amelia
Earhart. John F. Kennedy.

And the inventions of the airplane, radio, television, and computer.
Now, imagine living to see each of those events and people.
Lucy Randolph recently celebrated her 109th birthday and has seen

more than most history books can depict.
Born on Dec. 24, 1898 in a town not too far from Dallas, Tex.,

Randolph was the oldest of 12 children and like many children of that day,
grew up on a farm, learning to till land.

At the tender age of three, her family moved to Oklahoma, then known
as Indian Territory. A few years following, the family moved to New
Mexico, building a home and barn while in the process of claiming land.
The family stayed in New Mexico for no more than a year before decid-
ing to move back to Oklahoma. At this point, Randolph was eight years
old.

When back in Oklahoma, her family farmed in the same community as
before, just on different land. 

“We traveled a lot in the early days,” said Randolph, a Downey resi-
dent since 1995 who currently resides at Downey Retirement Center. “My
family was always searching for the best land.”

In 1919, Randolph married husband, Homer, whom traveled alongside
her and her family. A year later, the couple had their first child, Thedabara,
who was followed by brother, Phillip, in 1921. Although she completed
high school, it was also during this time that Randolph wanted to learn
more about sewing, but her family could not afford to send her to school.

Around 1928, the family moved to California, via Route 66. A fond
memory Randolph has of her time in California was the swinging bridge
she had to cross every day in order to get to school. Unfortunately, as the
Great Depression began to take its toll, the family was forced to move
back to Oklahoma.

“It was really, really bad during the Great Depression,” Randolph said.
“No work, no food – nothing. Everybody had to learn how to farm and
make their own living. But we helped one another…we all needed help in
getting along in life.”

While in Oklahoma, Randolph and her husband welcomed daughters,
Crescenta (1930) and Carleta (1932), and son, Franchoton (1937).

The family returned once again – for the final time – to California in
the 1940’s, when Homer was employed to build ships for the war.

“We knew something was brewing,” said Randolph. “That’s why they
were training young men. Not long after, the draft began beckoning those
young men.”

Homer was one of those men, but following the completion of his
physical exam, he was notified that his deployment would have to wait, as
the draft was starting to taper down. However, their son Phillip voluntari-
ly joined the service.

While Phillip was off at war and Homer was building ships, Randolph
tended to the family and worked at a Navy tailor shop, a job she did not
retire from until 1982. Homer continued to work at the shipyard until his
death in 1962. Thedabara and Phillip have passed away since then as well.

Following retirement, Randolph continued to sew, cook and spend
time with friends and family, the three activities she truly enjoys most.

Lucy Randolph: 109 years young. Photo by Brooke Karli

Those Sunday paper 
coupons go a long way

BY HENRY VENERACION, STAFF WRITER

F or 11 years now, 49-year Downey residents Gordon and Marilyn
Madru have been clipping coupons and sending them overseas to
help troops and their families. Today they are sending as many as

65 12-oz. packages a month of these clipped coupons to bases in Germany,
Greece, Turkey, Italy, Spain, Portugal, the United Kingdom, the
Netherlands, Greenland, Iceland, Guam, Puerto Rico, Singapore, and
South Korea. 

Wednesday at the Citizens for Downey breakfast meeting, they
received a Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of their salutary and
laudable service. They are members of the breakfast club.   

The coupons, Marilyn said, serve three purposes: first, each package
includes a Christian tract and a Bible verse with a prayer for the recipients;
second, they enable the coupon users to stretch their shopping dollar; and
third, the store that accepts the coupons actually receives money from the
clearing house, the money used to build store improvements and additions
(e.g., delicatessen areas, special baked goods sections, or even for the pur-
chase of freezers for frozen foods and ice cream, etc.). Thus the coupons
turned in by donors must say “Manufacturer’s  Coupon” and have an expi-
ration date, as well as a bar code. “We can use three months expired
coupons,” she said.  

There seems to be no stress involved in the activity, as the couple, mar-
ried 55 years last September, prepares the coupons for shipment in their
spare time (while watching TV, etc.). They spent $2,200 of their own
money for stamps last year. Gordon is retired from Mobil Corporation and
suffers from Parkinson’s Disease. Marilyn still works as a dental nurse.
They’ve been attending First Baptist Church of Downey for 42 years. 

The couple, who once appeared on “Truth and Consequences” in
August, 1954, has two married sons: Stephen, who has worked with Vons
for 21 years, has two daughters, Lyndsay, 16, and Shannon, 13; while
Victor, a teacher at Discovery (High) School of Anaheim, has three chil-
dren: Justin, 22; Micah, 17; and Jared, 14.

They have been active with the Downey Historical Society (20 years),
the Aerospace Legacy Foundation (10 years); and such organizations as
the Coordinating Council, the Chamber of Commerce, and Living Help
Clinic. They frequent the OASIS sessions and have volunteered for
Wycliffe. Marilyn has been a member of the Christian Women’s Club of
Downey for 35 years and is affiliated with the El Dorado Chapter
(Downey) of the American Business Women’s Association.

There is a preferred way to clip the coupons, they said: “We ship by
weight, so it would be helpful if you could cut as close to the dotted line
as possible without touching the dotted line. Please use a #10 (business
size) envelope for mailing to us.”

If you wish to help, address inquiries/mail to Gordon and Marilyn
Madru, 8632 Guatemala Ave., Downey, CA 90240, tel. (562) 928-2623. 

Marilyn and Gordon Madru, flanked by Mayor David Gafin and
Citizens for Downey President Mike Prokop, collect manufacturer’s
coupons to send to troops and their families overseas. Last year alone,
they spent $2,200 of their own money in postage. Photo by Eric Pierce

Ride along with filmmaker McClure as he follows the Pony Express
trail through Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada and California.
You’ll encounter such historical figures as Buffalo Bill and Wild Bill
Hickock who began their frontier careers with the Express.

You’ll also camp with modern Pony Express riders who annually gal-
lop the same difficult trail: members of the National Pony Express
Association.

“We followed the riders with our cameras and were amazed at their
dedication in keeping alive the spirit of the old Pony Express as they car-
ried the special mail across eight states,” said McClure, a member of the
Travel Adventure Hall of Fame and a former U.S. Air Force pilot, a for-
eign correspondent and editor.

“Echo of Hoofbeats – the Story of the Pony Express” is the seventh
“Armchair Adventure” of a 10-film series. The series features full-color,
feature-length travelogues with live, in-person narration by the travel
adventure producers.

All films are on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. at the Downey Theatre, 8435
Firestone Blvd. Tickets for individual films may be purchased on the day
of performance only beginning at 1:30 p.m. at the theater box office. Adult
tickets are $7 and senior/student tickets are $6 (cash or check only).

For more information, call the theater box office at (562) 861-8211,
Monday through Friday, between noon and 4 p.m.

PONY EXPRESS
Continued from page 1



“Traffic has never been a problem and the kids have never been a prob-
lem,” Caton said. “The only problem has been some of the parents and
when they begin to understand the safety provided in crossing the street in
the crosswalk, they start using it and there aren’t any more problems.” 

On Jan. 22, the Downey Police Department was summoned to the
school after Caton refused to leave his jobsite. According to Caton,
Anchondo asked him to leave after he refused to abide by the policy.

Because crossing guards are contracted through All-City Management
Services, Downey Police primarily handles their budget and any incidents
that may occur in a crossing guard’s intersection. According to Field
Operations Lt. Steve Garza, there are 17 different locations throughout
Downey that host crossing guards, all of which are at elementary and mid-
dle schools. 

Caton was suspended for the day. On Jan. 25, he received a phone call
notifying him of his termination.

“The whole situation makes me mad,” said Caton. “My feelings have
been hurt badly. I loved coming to work every day and seeing the kids.”

For the 2001-02 school year, Caton received the Crossing Guard of the
Year award as well as a Certificate of Recognition from the California
State Assembly and Downey Council PTA. Last year, he received a
Certificate of Appreciation for his 15 years of service. Alameda
Elementary also donated a book in his name to the school’s library.  

When Anchondo was contacted regarding the situation, she requested
that all questions be directed to Sands, who said, “Every company has a
policy and our idea of a crossing guard is someone who gets out there and
secures the crosswalk. I continually tried to correct him and show him how
to cross, but he chose not to follow procedure after numerous verbal warn-
ings, and he needs to follow policy just like anyone else.”

Patricia Pohl, operations manager for All-City Management Services,
admitted that policies are constantly changing and evolving, but that this
particular policy has been in play for more than six years.

“We don’t just put anyone out there,” said Pohl, who has been with
All-City since 1994. “These are special people who do dangerous and
important work. We try very hard in accommodating our employees while
insuring safety to everyone involved.”

According to Pohl, the All-City Employee Handbook states that cross-
ing guards are to be placed “along the edge of the crosswalk, nearest to
and facing the center of the intersection.”

This particular policy, Pohl said, was established after she attended a
training session in Florida back in 2000.

“Florida had adopted a similar policy, and we thought, ‘before some-
thing happens, we should change our policy too,’” Pohl said. “Our goal is
to be successful in providing safety and we didn’t want to learn the hard
way in establishing safer policies.”

When asked whether or not employees receive notification of changes
to the policy, Pohl said that policies become truly productive when area
supervisors demonstrate changes that are made rather than verbally com-
municating them.

“Crossing guards should be concentrating to focus on the threats,
which are the vehicles, while crossing…they should be positioned with the
greatest visibility of the intersection,” Pohl said. “We are aware that poli-
cy changes can be difficult for some to adapt to and we do what we can to
accommodate our employees. But at some point you have to question how
long you try to apply new policies to employees who are resilient. You
ultimately have to make a decision that’s best for everybody – and some-
times that’s hard.

“We ask a lot of these folks, but we ask primarily that they understand
we have their best interest at heart.”

Although Caton isn’t a crossing guard anymore, he still visits the
school on a regular basis to keep in touch with children and parents.

“I really miss them,” said Caton. “I’ve seen kids start school here and
finish school here, and I’ve watched so many of them grow up and become
young adults. I don’t consider crossing a job – I consider it helping and
protecting family.” 

CROSSING
Continued from page 1

Crossing guard Alvin Caton is still a frequent visitor at Alameda
Elementary, where he helped guide students across the street for 17
years. Photo by Brooke Karli

Robin La Valley returns to the Downey Civic Light Opera for the sev-
enth time at Susanah in “Tintypes,” playing Feb. 21 through March 9
at the Downey Theatre. She previously starred as Sister Amnesia in
“Nunsense.” For tickets and information, call (562) 923-1714.

Courtney Burfeind will make her 14th appearance with the Downey
Civic Light Opera when she portrays Irene Castle in the Downey
Theatre’s production of “Tintypes” starting Feb. 21. Burfeind last
appeared as Dream Lawrey in “Oklahoma!” For tickets, call (562)
923-1714.

New & noteworthy titles 
at the Downey City Library

Fiction
•"Anatomy of Deception" by Lawrence Goldstone. In 1889
Philadelphia, a young doctor grapples with the scientific process to
track a killer.
•"A Fraction of the Whole" by Steve Toltz. This is an irreverent, comic
novel about Martin and Jasper Dean - a father and son against each other
and against the world.
•"More Than Words: Vol. 4" by Linda Lael Miller. In this series, best-
selling romance authors have penned stories inspired by real life hero-
ines.
•"Slip of the Knife" by Denise Mina. As a reporter, Paddy is accustomed
to crime scenes - but nothing has prepared her for this visit from police.
•"Unaccustomed Earth" by Jhumpa Lahiri. The Pulitzer Prize winner
offers eight new stories that take the reader from Cambridge and Seattle
to India and Thailand, with insights into family life and the immigrant
experience.

Non-Fiction
•"Escape from Saddam: The Incredible True Story of One Man’s
Journey to Freedom" by Lewis Alsamari. In this memoir, the actor
reveals how he risked his life to return to Iraq to save his family. 
•"A Life with Karol: My Forty-Year Friendship with the Man Who
Became Pope" by Stanislaw Dziwisz. This new book is an affectionate
portrait of Pope John Paul II by his longtime secretary and confidant. 
•"Losing It: And Gaining My Life Back One Pound at a Time" by
Valerie Bertinelli. The actress and Jenny Craig spokeswoman reveals
how she lost weight and regained self-esteem and happiness. 
•"Why Mars and Venus Collide: Improving Relationships by
Understanding How Men and Women Cope Differently with Stress"
by John Gray. The bestselling author helps couples keep their love
strong by helping them cope with everyday stress.
•"Why Women Should Rule the World" by Dee Dee Myers. The former
White House Press Secretary offers an inspiring look at women and
leadership.
Visit the library at 11121 Brookshire Ave. or www.downeylibrary.org
or call (562) 904-7360 ext. 3 to check out or reserve these new titles.

Storytime Festival at Stonewood Feb. 23
DOWNEY – The Gypsy Johnson Auxiliary of the Assistance League

of Downey will be hosting a Storytime Festival on Feb. 23 from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Macy’s Court in Stonewood Center. 

Children ages 2 to 13 are invited to hear stories being shared and
receive a free book or two. There will also be free face painting at the
event.

Sebastian Sidi to perform at La Villa
DOWNEY – Sebastian Sidi will be performing at La Villa Peruvian

Restaurant on Feb. 22 at 8:30 p.m.
Cost is $15 at the door. La Villa is located at 11837 Downey Ave.
For more information, call (562) 923-1219. 

Carpenters honored by former hometown
NEW HAVEN, CONN. – Richard and Karen Carpenter were honored

as “hometown heroes” yesterday at the New Haven Museum and
Historical Society in New Haven, Conn.

The Carpenters called New Haven home in the 1950’s before moving
to Downey in 1963.

New Haven honored the Carpenters with a multimedia presentation
entitled “Yesterday Once More: New Haven Remembers the Carpenters”
at the city’s museum. The tribute also featured musical performances by
local singer Anne Tofflemire and pianist Andrew Rubenoff.

“There’s been a sort of mini-Renaissance of the Carpenters,” New
Haven Museum Director Bill Hosley told the New Haven Register.

LaToya London performing at outlets
COMMERCE – Citadel Outlets will present a free live performance

by LaToya London, currently performing the role of Nettie at the
Ahmanson Theater in the Tony Award-winning Broadway production of
“The Color Purple,” this Monday at 5 p.m.

London will sing live in center court at the outdoor outlet center fol-
lowed by an autograph signing.

LaToya London, now known to her fans simply as “London,” first gar-
nered national acclaim when she was named the early front-runner to win
season three of “American Idol” by Simon Cowell and Elton John. On-air
she joined the ranks of “The Three Divas” alongside Jennifer Hudson and
Fantasia Barrino before she was voted off, ending up in fourth place.

London later garnered a recording deal with Peak Records and went on
to release her debut album titled, “Love & Life,” earning two Billboard-
topping singles.

Festival to celebrate ‘Year of the Mouse’
NORWALK – Cerritos College, in conjunction with the Chinese

Culture Association of Southern California and the Cerritos Chinese
School, will host a Spring Festival Celebration on Feb. 23 from noon to
3:30 p.m. in the Cerritos College Student Center, located at 11110 Alondra
Blvd. in Norwalk.

“The Year of the Mouse” will be celebrated through traditional dishes,
various performances and workshops that have touches from many Asian
cultures. Performances will include a traditional lion dance, a royal orien-
tal fashion show, traditional songs, cultural dances, martial arts and more. 

The event is free and open to the public. 
For more information, call Danita Kurtz at (562) 860-2451, ext. 2133.
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•Approved the adjustments of the 2007-08 Adult School restricted and
unrestricted budgets, as well as the Cafeteria Fund 2007-08 restricted
budget, to reflect increases to the fund balance; likewise to the 2007-08
General Fund restricted and unrestricted budgets;   

•Approved the adjustment of the 2007-08 Health Care Self Insurance
Fund unrestricted budget to reflect an increase to the fund balance in the
amount of $2,443,011;

•Approved the purchase of equipment, as listed, in accordance with
established purchasing policies and regulations;          

•Approved routine Personnel items until subsequent action is taken by
the Board of Education;

•Approved the abolishment of one vacant Energy Manager position
and the revised Classified Management Salary Schedule, effective Feb.
12, 2008,

•Approved the abolishment of two vacant Senior Instructional
Assistant positions at Downey High School, effective Feb. 12, 2008 (The
special needs students for whom the positions were created are no longer
at Downey High);

•Ratified the establishment of new limited-term positions with duties
corresponding to similar current job classifications, assigned, in this case,
to: Griffiths and East Middle Schools; Alameda, Price, and Gallatin
Elementary Schools; and Warren High;

•Approved the changes to the duties of Data Processing Manager
reflected in a new duty statement effective Feb. 12, 2008, and also
approved the new Classified Management Salary Schedule;

•Reviewed the proposed addition—‘Debarment’—to Administrative
Regulation (AR) 6360;

•Approved the Single Plans for Student Achievement and Title I Parent
Involvement Policies;

•Reviewed the proposed revisions to AR 3162, Title I Parent
Involvement; 

•Approved the Career Technical Education Grant applications submit-
ted by Downey and Warren high schools; 

•Approved the Deferred Maintenance Five-Year Plan, State Allocation
Board form SAB 40-20; and 

•Endorsed the actions taken by the Superintendent on student cases.
The next meeting of the Board of Education will be at 5 p.m. on

Tuesday, March 11 at the Gallegos Administrative Center, 11627
Brookshire Ave., Downey.

Evelyn Kay Morris
services tomorrow

DOWNEY – Evelyn Kay Morris passed away
Feb. 8 due to cardiac arrest from complications
due to a massive embolism. She was 31.

Morris recently had surgery to remove a
benign tumor and repair her spinal column. A life-
long resident of Downey, she was born March 7,
1976 at Whittier Presbyterian Hospital. 

She attended Gauldin Elementary, East Middle
School and Downey School. She furthered her
education at Cerritos College and transferred to
Cal State Long Beach. She graduated in 2002 with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in English Education.

A member of the Pi Lambda Theta International Honor Society, Morris
continued her education at Cal State Long Beach to receive her
Professional Clear Single Subject Teaching Credential. While attending
college she was employed by the Downey Unified School District as an
Instructional Assistant working at Old River Elementary and West Middle
Schools, and as a substitute teacher. 

She began her teaching career in 2002 at Sussman Middle School as an
English teacher and was in her fifth year of teaching.

Morris was a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints and attended the Downey 4th Ward. She attended and graduated
from a four-year seminary program in 1994. She continued her religious
studies at the Institute of Religion adjacent to Cerritos College and gradu-
ated from a two-year program in 1996.

Funeral services are scheduled for tomorrow, Feb. 16, at 10 a.m. at The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 12425 Orizaba Ave., in
Downey. A viewing will take place on hour prior to the service. Interment
after the service will be at Rose Hills Memorial Park in Whittier.

A viewing is also scheduled for today at Allen, English, Estrada
Mortuary in Bell Gardens from 5 to 9 p.m.

Morris is survived by her parents, D. Mark Morris and Pamela Morris;
three sisters, Allison Marshall, Kathryn Morris and Sharon Levine; and
two brothers, Brian Morris and Wayne Morris.

DUSD
Continued from page 2

West Middle School’s Isela Mendez “is the model for the ideal EDL
teacher,” said principal Craig Bertsch. She was awarded the
Superintendent’s Vision Award this week.

“These three women work as a team,” he said, “and they handle it all
with care and professionalism. They exemplify the best of Downey
Unified in the area of creating a positive environment and culture.”   

In other action, the Board:
•Accepted with gratitude cash donations including a total of $27,165

from Williams PTA to benefit Williams Elementary School (distributed as
follows: $15,000 for the purchase of playground equipment; $7,000 for
teacher supplies; $3,000 for field trips; $1,000 for the Holiday Assembly;
$665 for the purchase of Good Citizen decals; and $500 for the purchase
of playground balls and equipment); $3,300 from Carpenter Elementary
PTA for student field trips; and $10,000 from the Jerome Foundation (and
$17.20 from Albertson’s), to be used in support of the TLC Family
Resource Center;  

•A donation of 28 teacher grants from the Mary R. Stauffer
Foundation, valued at $77,240 to fund clubs, materials and equipment;

•Authorized the payment of expenses for convention and conference
attendance;

•Ratified the FY2007-08 general agreements with the Center for
Autism and Related Disorders, Inc. and First Steps, retroactive to July 1,
2007 through June 30, 2008;

•Ratified Special Education payments;
•Ratified the 2007-08 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)

subrecipient grant agreement with the City of Downey effective July 24,
2007 through June 30, 2008;

•Approved Part II of the Consolidated Application for Funding
Categorical Aid Programs, and approved its submission to the State
Department of Education;

•Authorized the 2007-08 membership in the Josephson Institute of
Ethics;

•Ratified purchase orders by the Purchasing Department;
•Ratified payments for hourly, overtime, and Civic Center work per-

formed by classified personnel, Adult School, and Food Services for the
month of December, covered by Payroll Orders issued through January,
2008;

•Ratified B warrants for payment of authorized purchase obligations
incurred by law or district policy for January, 2008;

•Ratified the agreements between the Downey Adult School Career &
Education Center and Cuevas Chiropractic, Jones Healthcare, and
LACNA Dialysis Access Center, to furnish practical experience to stu-
dents enrolled in the Medical Assistant program;

•Approved the irrigation design services agreement between DUSD
and Borthwick Guy Bettenhausen, Inc., Irvine, in the amount of $29,800
for the redevelopment of the irrigation system at East Middle School; to
be charged to Maintenance Funds; 

•Approved the agreement between DUSD and Joyce Inspections &
Testing, Inc., Costa Mesa, for certified inspection consulting services for
new construction and/or modernization projects, as needed, in the estimat-
ed annual amount of  $300,000—with no guarantee that the amount will
be met or exceeded, effective July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008, to be
charged to General and/or Bond Funds;

•Awarded the bid for the exterior painting of classroom buildings at
Columbus High School in the amount of $34,937 to M&R Painting and
Decorating, Rowland Heights, to be charged to Adult School Funds;

•Approved the change orders, increasing the amounts, for the Warren
High School new library, classroom building and modernization, all to be
charged to Bond Funds, in favor of C & H Construction, Santa Ana (rough
carpentry and framing), Continental Marble and Tile Company, Corona
(ceramic tile), and JAM Fire Protection, Inc., Monrovia (low voltage sys-
tems), as well as for the Downey High School new classroom building
(Bldg. ”B”), in favor of PW Construction, Glendora;  

•Approved the change order with Tyson Foods, Inc., Los Angeles (for
commodity processed chicken), to be charged to Food Services Funds;

•Accepted as complete concrete, electrical, and fencing work per-
formed by various vendors; 

Wellness Package offered by Life Line
DOWNEY – Life Line Screening will be providing screening pack-

ages, which includes stroke and osteoporosis screenings, as well as a heart
rhythm screening, Feb. 25 at Christ Lutheran Church.

Screenings will begin at 9 a.m. and are fast, painless and affordable.
They help identify potential health problems such as blocked arteries and
irregular heart rhythm, abdominal aortic aneurysms, and hardening of the
arteries in the legs, which is a strong predictor of heart disease. A bone
density screening to assess osteoporosis risk is also offered and is appro-
priate for both men and women. 

The Wellness Package costs $149. All five screenings take 60 to 90
minutes to complete. Pre-registration is required.

To schedule an appointment, call (888) 754-1464.

Volunteers to be recognized April 19
DOWNEY – The Downey City Library will be hosting its 24th Annual

Volunteer and Major Donor Recognition Breakfast on April 19 from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m.

The event will take place at the Rio Hondo Event Center located at
10627 Old River School Rd. 

Free immunizations for children
DOWNEY – St. Francis Medical Center, in cooperation with the

Downey Unified School District, is sponsoring free immunizations for
children ages 4 to 18 on Feb. 27 at Maude Price Elementary School.

Children can be immunized for chicken pox, hepatitis A and B,
DPT/Tdap, MMR, polio, meningococcal, human papiloma virus, and
receive  TB skin test.

All immunizations are free and no appointment is necessary. A parent
or guardian must accompany children, and should also bring the child’s
official immunization card with past immunization history. Immunizations
will be given from 3 to 7 p.m.

Maude Price Elementary is located at 9525 Tweedy Lane. Their phone
number is (562) 904-3575.Realty World Capero ribbon cutting

DOWNEY – Realty World Capero, along with the Downey Chamber
of Commerce, will be hosting a grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny on Feb. 21 from 4 to 10 p.m. 

Realty World Capero specializes in buying, selling or refinancing;
becoming first time home buyers; investment properties; commercial
properties; restructuring loans; short-sales; foreclosures; and REO’s.

Realty World Capero is located at 8151 3rd St. in Downey.

Money tree raffled off at luncheon
DOWNEY – The Italian Catholic Federation of St. Raymond’s

Catholic Church will be having a Bingo luncheon on Feb. 17 at 1 p.m.
Donation is $10 and includes one free Bingo card, door prizes and

lunch. A $25 money tree will also be raffled off.
St. Raymond’s is located at 12348 Paramount Blvd. in Downey. 
For information, or to purchase tickets, call Aline Amatisto at (562)

693-9430, or Charlene Drobeck at (562) 928-1937.



 
 
 
 

Tennis classes at Independence Park
DOWNEY – The city of Downey Community Services Department

will be offering a new slate of tennis classes for youth and adults begin-
ning March 4 at Independence Park.

Adult classes will be held Tuesday or Wednesday evenings at 6:30
p.m. Each class is one hour long and will focus on continued skill devel-
opment from beginning to advanced players. Cost for the eight-week class
is $95. 

In addition, an adult tennis league will be held on Thursday evenings
from 7 to 8:30 p.m., offering a blend of socialization and competitive
league play. Cost for the league is also $95 for eight weeks.

Youth classes will also be offered for ages 4-7 and 8-14 on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays or Thursdays for the cost of $95 for eight weeks. 

Instruction will be led by tennis professional Fabian Grassini.
Independence Park is located at 12334 Bellflower Blvd. in Downey.  
For information, or to register, call (562) 904-7238. 

Welch resigns 
as football coach
at Warren High

Warren’s head football coach Jeff Welch resigns from
program for the second time in four years. Chris
Benadom takes over.

BY SCOTT COBOS, CONTRIBUTOR
DOWNEY – There has been another changing of the guard over at

Warren High School. For the second time in four years, football head
coach Jeff Welch is stepping down from his position making way for assis-
tant head coach Chris Benadom to take over.

Welch, 45, will be stepping down again for similar reasons to last
time’s resignation. He currently has a school with his wife that continues
to grow which called for him to focus a little more on his growing busi-
ness that continues to flourish.

With Welch’s resignation, it makes way for Benadom to take over a
program that had a successful past season. When asked about any differ-
ences about philosophies between the two coaches, both think that much
won’t change as they were on the same wavelength when they worked
together.

“I think Welch ran a good program,” Benadom said. “I’ll put my spin
on things around here but I don’t think I need to change much.”

As new head coach, Benadom, 35, will continue to run things the same
way Welch did when it comes to off-the-field behavior.

“Things will be very similar to Welch,” he said. “We’re going to do the
things you’re supposed to. Be here, be on time, do what’s right, be good
kids in school and be all around good model citizens.

“We’re going to try and do more with the ‘Character Counts’ and the
six pillars and go through that stuff with players along with ‘Victory With
Honor’ from CIF.”

Like Welch, Benadom said his ultimate goal is to prepare the kids for
life and being good citizens. He hopes that football will coordinate all of
those things with them. While the focus is on his kids becoming good cit-
izens, Benadom couldn’t help but express that he’s anxious to get going in
his new position.

“I’m very excited,” he said. “I went to school here at Warren. I coached
here for a long time with Welch and I’m excited about this opportunity to
be head coach.”

While Benadom had the torch passed on to him, Welch is not com-
pletely walking away from the program. Benadom said ideally Welch will
continue to be in the program helping along the younger kids and hopeful-
ly will become the head freshman coach in the program.

While stepping down as head coach will help the future business of his
school and most likely positively influence the potential of the kids in his
school, Welch did say he will miss certain things about being on top.

“I’m going to miss being around the guys everyday and being compet-
itive,” he said. “The varsity level is just a lot of fun. There’s a lot of com-
petition out there and it’s always a challenge every week to get the kids to
play and be successful.”

Welch does have complete faith in Benadom as his replacement, say-
ing he knows Benadom will do a great job.

“He’s going to do a great job,” Welch said. “He’s a great man and he’s
worked hard here for years and I have nothing but confidence in him.”

The change of positions took effect last Monday.

Jeff Welch, left, has resigned as head coach at Warren High School. Replacing him is Chris Benadom, pictured above. Photo by Art Montoya

other coaches who had no real interest in taking over the program.
But now, with a former Gahr coach you can expect a lot more bunting,

stealing bases, better pitching and everything else that Gahr is known for.
Warren lucked out in getting a coach from such a successful program.
Only time will tell though if the move will pay off.

With baseball comes softball and funny enough, neither of the baseball
teams are ranked. When you look at the CIF rankings for softball though,
guess who you see there? The Warren Bears are ranked as a Top 10 team
in the CIF preseason polls.

Warren had a very successful season last year taking their season to the
brink of a CIF championship.

The Bears reached the semifinals and lost a very close game by a cou-
ple runs. With that success from last year, look for the Bears to make
another run at a CIF championship.

The weather is getting warmer and it’s always a great time of year. This
year won’t disappoint.

Warren baseball adjusting to new skipper
BY SCOTT COBOS, CONTRIBUTOR

Ah, yes. It’s that time of year again. The grass is starting to get a lit-
tle bit greener, the brick dust is being put down on the field and
baseball and softball players are starting to get back into their full

practice routines.
Baseball and softball season is just around the corner with only about

two weeks until the first full squad scrimmages for both Warren and
Downey. Baseball and softball are the last two major sports of the school
year and they’re looking to both be very exciting.

Starting with baseball, unfortunately the only big news with both these
teams is that Warren yet again has a new head coach. Last year’s coach
Ariel Guitron was one-and-done leading the way to a new coach.

Paul Alvarez, a former coach from Gahr High School has now taken
the reigns to a program that once had a proud winning tradition. In the past
few years, the wheels started to come off resulting in sub-.500 records. 

Warren’s instability at the coaching positions has left the program in
shambles with the players training in the off-season with volunteers and

Roy Jimenez, outgoing president of the Kiwanis Club of Downey and
loyal baseball fan, recently received a baseball bat signed by every
member of the Club from incoming president, John Casillas.

Advertise on the Sports Page.
Call Dorothy or Mary 

at (562) 904-3668

Downey AYSO Boys Under 10 All-Stars won first place last weekend at the Area All-Star Tournament. The
team played against other local teams and finished undefeated. The team beat Huntington Park 3-1 dur-
ing the championship game and will now advance to a tournament to be held in San Marcos, Calif.
Pictured are Robyn Ortega, David Lemucchi, Peter Torres, Oskar Raymundo, Phillip Caro, Fabian
Medina, Kelly Cortez, Steven Escobar, Christopher Sanchez, Kevin Chavez, Xavier Solorio, and coaches
Johnny Lemucchi and Felipe Caro. Not pictured is Coach William Moreno. 

Downey beats Artesia,
perfect Mater Dei is next

DOWNEY – Riding an unexpected offensive surge, Downey High
School’s boy’s basketball team rolled to a 72-62 victory at Artesia
Wednesday night to advance to the second round of the CIF playoffs.

The 72 points marks the highest point total the Vikings have tallied in
any game this year.

Downey entered the game with a 13-15 overall record (3-7 league).
Their season includes notable victories over Calvary Chapel, Warren,
Lynwood and Bishop Amat.

Downey will host undefeated Mater Dei tonight, with the winner fac-
ing the winner of the Harvard-Westlake/Long Beach Poly game.

Mater Dei is 27-0 this season. They previously beat Downey 83-48 in
a preseason game last November.

Little League in search of former players
DOWNEY – The West Downey Little League is celebrating its 50th

anniversary in 2008 and is asking former players to submit photographs
and stories for inclusion in a 50th Anniversary celebration. 

Photos and stories can be submitted to WDLL, 11985 Old River
School Rd., Downey, 90242, or by calling (562) 928-2837, emailing west-
downey@yahoo.com, or visiting www.eteamz.com/westdowneylittle-
league.



1 BED, NORWALK
Gated, A/C., new flrs. $895
mo.

(562) 863-6599

1 BED HOUSE
Bellflower, $925. Garage
wood floors, laundry room.

(562) 867-4710

3 BED, HOUSE
Bellflower, $2,195, garage,
laundry room, very lg. yd.

(562) 867-4710

LIKE NEW - DOWNEY
Spacious 1 bed, new carpet,
patio, A/C, great area! $925 mo.

(562) 425-7042

1 BED DOWNEY APT.
Priv. 3 unit complex, stove,
ldry. hkup., carpet, new A/C,
gar. w/opener $950 mo. 2
employed person limit.

(562) 806-4525

2 HOUSES ON LOT
3 bed, 2 bath, dble gar., flor-
tine tile, grdnr. ser. $1,925 &
$1,975 + $1,500 sec. dep.

(310) 944-1851
(310) 433-6513

DOWNEY 1 BED APT.
New carpet, ceiling fan, A/C,
carport, built-in stove. $895.

(562) 776-8494

DOWNEY HOUSE
2 bed, 2 bath, 2 car gar.
$1,500 mo.

(310) 617-3640

FOR RENT

GREAT P/T JOB
Become an Avon Rep. #1
Direct Selling Company,
Bonus oppty.

(562) 631-9357
Ind. sls. rep.

INSURANCE AGENTS,
MANAGERS

Large auto insurance broker-
age in Downey needs quali-
fied agents and managers
$50K+/year opportunity

(888) 224-4822

FUN AQUATIC JOB
DOWNEY

Site Manager needed
australianswimschool.com

30hrs./wk., aft./eve.-wkends.
Hourly wage $12.00.

Call Brendon
(714) 731-1958

EMPLOYMENT

OPEN HOUSE
SAT. 12-4 PM

3 bed upgraded townhouse, 2
1/2 bath, 1,330 sq. ft., 3 F/P,
custom brick front porch &
patio w/ BBQ, 2 car gar., best
buy in area $349,950.
9903 Karmont Ave. So. Gate

(562) 904-4646 agent

HOUSE FOR SALE
Sharp 2 story Townhouse in
move in cond. w/upgrades,
new flooring, new water
heater, 2 F/P, largest flr. plan,
1,571 sq. ft., 4 bed model
used as 2 huge master suites
ea. w/priv. bath - 1 w/2 walk
in closets & F/P, fam. style
kitchen open to den w/F/P,
priv. patio, 2 car gar., central
air & heating! For Downey
School District. $369,900

(562) 904-4646 agent

2 BED, 2 BATH, 2 GAR.
Workshop, RV Prkg., 7,000
lot, $399K-$479K.Must sell.

(562) 896-8878, Agent
www.downeycharmer.com

HOMES FOR SALE

FEB. 16, 8AM - 4 PM
Downey High Baseball
Booster Club
10519 Chaney Ave., Downey

YARD SALE

GUS THE HANDYMAN
Plumbing, carpentry.

Call Gus. Lic. 252459
(323) 353-1307

PAINTING & CONSTR.
Lic. 456722. Call Steve

Cell (562) 441-6509

SERVICES

DOWNEY
Excellent location, modern
building, Approx. 1,300 sq.
ft. with C/A and Heating,
plenty of parking, good for
Doctor’s office, Attorney’s
or etc. Vacant and ready for
occupancy. Lease/Rent
$2,500 per mo. Call Medina
Investments

(562) 904-5818
BELL GARDENS

Executive Suite, right on
Florence Ave. Approx. 900
sq. ft. with C/A and Heating,
front lighted sign and parking
$1.60 sq. ft. Call Medina
Investments at.

(562) 904-5818
I will buy your Income

property for cash or terms-
Medina Investments.

BLDG. FOR LEASE

96’ CHRYSLER
SEBRING CONV. JXI

58,800 miles, Original
Owner, Green, Drives &
Looks New, Garaged, Dealer
Maintained. For Price,
Pictures, Full Details &
Phone Number go to

www.MySpace.com/
96Chrysler

AUTO SALE

ROOM FOR RENT
All comforts of home, nice
neighborhood. Will ck. ref.

(562) 355-3003

CONDO ROOM 4 RENT
Priv. bath, use kit., W/D

(562) 746-6450

ROOM FOR RENT

ARMAS PATCHING
& RESTUCCO

Exterior & interior plaster
patching, matching all stucco
textures. Very clean. 25 years
exp. No patch too small. Free
estimates. Ask for Ray Armas
Lic# 882779

(562) 923-8227

CARPET 4 U
Nylon Carpet w/Pad
installed: $1.65 sq. ft. Vinyl
Floor installed $2.45 sq. ft.

(562) 866-2195
Showroom at 9303 Alondra

Blvd. in Bellflower

HONEST HANDYMAN
Painting, plumbing, electri-
cal, carpentry.

Call Jim (562) 869-0741

MACHADO
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Room additions, roofing,
kitchen and bath remodeling,
window replacement, paint.
Senior discount. Lic#574972

(562) 803-8630
(323) 294-8745

MIKES HOME REPAIR
Acoustic, drywall, stucco,
concrete, windows, plumb-
ing & more. Free estimates

(562) 965-8208

MIKE
THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel
home and office, service
upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE
NO OBLIGATION ESTI-
MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SUPERB PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, senior dis-
counts, references, depend-
able & reliable. Free esti-
mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

GARDEN SERVICE
Hedging, lawn mowing,
sprinkler system, seed or sod
grass + clean up. Lic. 214833

(562) 861-5866
(562) 712-1838

TAX PROBLEMS?
Income Tax

Enrolled Agent admitted to
Practice before the IRS.

We Can Help!
www.TaxTime415.com

(562) 803-3569

SERVICES



City Attorney for legal review. More specifically, it was suggested that the
matter of indemnification be addressed, as well as a “quick pullout”
clause, in case the city may want to opt out of the proposed tie-up in the
future; 

•Adopted a resolution authorizing the city-sponsored certified
Farmers’ Market, and adopting requisite operating rules (including limit-
ing the participation of arts & crafts vendors as well as performing artists
to 10 percent of floor space each, to prevent the market from potentially
morphing into a swap meet or a carnival), and authorizing specific license
waivers; 

•Appointed Councilman Rick Trejo and Councilwoman Anne Bayer as
members of a temporary Council sub-committee to review the city’s solid
waste disposal contract with CALMET; 

•Decided to put City Council announcements/requests for future agen-
da items/conference and meeting reports at the beginning of the agenda;
and

•Adopted a resolution amending the fees and criteria for discounted
dog license fees for senior citizens and handicapped persons (Rf.
Resolution No. 3569).

The next regular public City Council meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, Feb. 26 at City Hall, 11111 Brookshire Ave., Downey.

COUNCIL
Continued from page 3

$1,329 per month for 66 radios. Signal Hill is now in the process of invest-
ing $225,000 to update its equipment and has accordingly requested a 10
percent increase in Downey’s monthly fee. The city of Downey deems this
rate adjustment reasonable;

•Approved a professional services agreement for $25,000 with Chattel
Architecture, Planning, and Preservations for historic preservation con-
sulting services related to the cleanup and reuse of the Johnie’s Broiler site
located at 7447 Firestone Blvd.;

•Approved Amendment No. 4 to the I-5 Consortium Joint Powers
Authority (JPA) Agreement, which was established in 1990 to allow mem-
ber cities (totaling six in all, including Downey) to work in partnership
with Caltrans and the Federal Highway Administration for the purpose of
pursuing innovative capacity enhancement alternatives to avoid signifi-
cant at-grade widening that would result in negative social and economic
impacts on the I-5 corridor communities;

•Approved a Memorandum of Understanding with the Los Angeles
Metropolitan Transportation Authority for the planned Bellflower Blvd. at
Imperial Highway intersection improvement project, mainly due to pro-
jected future traffic volume growth;

•Approved an unscheduled purchase of $15,000 for radio and electron-
ic equipment for the Fire Department;

•Accepted the completed improvements along with the maintenance
responsibility for the work completed at various locations under Cash
Contract No. S.S. 567, and approved the final construction contract
amount of $505,274;

•Awarded a cash contract for $353,470 to Bannaoun Corporation for
miscellaneous concrete construction and repair, including sidewalk and
disabled access ramp work;

•Approved the plans and specifications for Phase I-D of the Lakewood
Blvd. Improvement Project, and granted authority to advertise for bids.
The project involves improvements (right-of-way, site grading, etc.) at the
southwest corner of Lakewood Blvd. at Firestone Blvd., site of Citibank’s
proposed new 6,000-sq. ft. facility. This is in line with the city’s more
inclusive Lakewood Boulevard Improvement Project;

•Adopted a resolution accepting a fee and waiving three automobile
parking spaces in addition to the fee waiving six parking spaces required
for Dr. Lee Mark and Associates, a physician-owned surgical center which
will offer podiatric and orthopedic surgeries. The facility lies within a
Parking Assessment District consonant with the downtown parking struc-
ture;

•Adopted a resolution instructing the City Engineer to prepare and file
a report on assessments with Lighting and Landscaping Assessment
District A.D. for FY2008-09. The California Streets and Highways Code
requires that the city prepare an Engineer’s Report every year to evaluate 

the assessment rates for the various zones within the Lighting and
Landscaping District. 

A little background, provided by the Public Works Department: there
are approximately 6,135 streetlights in the city of Downey which provide
illumination for traffic and pedestrian safety. Of the total, about 1,255
streetlights are owned by the city, 57 lights are owned by the state, 33
lights are shared with other cities, and the remaining ones are owned by
the Southern California Edison Company (SCE). Additional lights will be
energized during 2008 as a result of development and street improvement
projects. 

The cost of maintaining and servicing the streetlights and 107 traffic
signals is paid from a combination of assessments on individual parcels
under the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972, as well as revenues from
general property taxes. 

The Council will review the results of the Engineer’s Report and sub-
sequently set a public hearing date, to determine the nest year’s assess-
ment rates; 

•Adopted a resolution approving the Department of Public Works’ plan
of apportioning $1 million of the city’s share of  $1,826,970 obtained
through the State of California Proposition 1B bond funds of $19.925 bil-
lion for FY2007-08, for the maintenance of and improvement of various
transportation facilities within the city, and the remaining $826,970 to help
pay for the FY2007-08 Residential Street Pavement Rehabilitation
Project, will involve the rehabilitation of portions of 57 residential streets
at various locations throughout the city; 

•Introduced an ordinance renewing the 10-year lease agreement
between the city of Downey and the Downey Chamber of Commerce;

•Adopted an ordinance amending Section 4600.2 of the Downey
Municipal Code relating to noise, in response to strong complaints from
affected residents. The amendment allows enforcement of noise restric-
tions both within and adjacent to residential areas;

•Heard an update on the former Johnie’s Broiler property located at
7447 Firestone Blvd.;

•Referred the proposed no cost Agreement with CGI Communications
(CGI) for the production of on-line community promotional videos to the 

Solution to weight loss to be
revealed at ABWA meeting

DOWNEY – The El Dorado Chapter of the American Business
Women’s Association will have their next meeting on Wednesday at the
Rio Hondo Event Center.

Guest speaker Sheri O. Zampelli, M.S., author of “From Sabotage to
Success,” will share her solution for weight loss that works for life. 

Social hour will begin at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m.
For information, or to make reservations, call Susan Torrance at (562)

695-7361.  



TAX SOLUTIONS
DIRECTORY

Teachers urged to claim
out-of-pocket expenses

DOWNEY – As the April 15 deadline to file tax returns approaches,
Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard encourages teachers, teachers’
aides, principals and counselors to take advantage of a federal tax deduc-
tion for school supplies purchased with their own money.

The $250 deduction – available to educators regardless of whether
they itemize – can be taken by an educator for unreimbursed school-relat-
ed expenses for items such as books, pencils, scissors, paper, art supplies,
computer equipment, and other supplementary materials used in the class-
room.

According to the National Education Association, teachers spend an
average of $443 of their own money each year on school supplies.

“It is unfortunate that teachers are often not provided with all the
school supplies they need to effectively teach their students in the class-
room,” Roybal-Allard said. “By making this tax deduction available,
Congress is attempting to help the many caring teachers who use their own
money to purchase necessities such as notebooks and pencils for their stu-
dents. These educators are to be commended for their commitment to our
children.”

To be eligible, teachers must work in a school for at least 900 hours in
a school year. In addition, teachers must be prepared to show receipts for
the eligible purchases.

Career Expo at
Cerritos College

NORWALK – Cerritos
College’s annual Career Expo
and Job Fair will be held March 6
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The event, which attracts
more than 300 attendees each
year, is free and open to Cerritos
College students and the general
public. It is recommended that
attendees dress in business attire
and bring copies of resumes with
them.

A resume building workshop
will be offered Feb. 19 at 11 a.m.
and Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. A Spanish-
language version of this work-
shop will be offered on Feb. 23 at
11 a.m. and Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. A
workshop in successful job fair
tips will be offered Feb. 27 at 10
a.m. and Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. 

For more information, call
(562) 860-2451, ext. 2367.
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