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Concert season
set to begin
See Page 10

Actress, singer
appearing here

See Page 2

Rancho needs
volunteers
See Page 4

Harriett Paine, an instructor at Downey Adult School and teacher for more than 55 years, celebrates the

renaming of the school’s recently renovated auditorium as the Harriett Paine Events Center. Paine, an

accomplished cook and author of several books on healthy eating, currently directs the school’s weekly

OASIS (Older Adults Seeking Information and Skills) program, which draws nearly 100 senior citizens

every week. Photo by Eric Pierce

� Luis Marquez leads all

candidates with more than

$16,000 raised.

Candidates report
big contributions

BY ERIC PIERCE, CITY EDITOR

DOWNEY – You can officially

label all promises of “clean” cam-

paigns as broken and throw them

out the window.

Local politics turned ugly this

week when a grainy photograph of

Mike Prokop – purportedly show-

ing him removing a rival’s cam-

paign sign off a chain-link fence at

the Rives Mansion – began circu-

lating through e-mail boxes

Monday night. 

Prokop is recognized as the

campaign manager of District 5

candidate Gary De Remer.

The photograph is said to show

Prokop removing a political sign of

Luis Marquez, who is also a

District 5 (city-wide) candidate.

The photo was widely circulated

on the Internet this week, including

through an e-mail by Mayor Pro

Tem Mario Guerra.

According to Marquez, the

photograph was taken by his broth-

er-in-law, a campaign volunteer,

Local campaigns turn ugly
� Campaigns squabble

over political signs at

Rives Mansion.

who spotted Prokop removing the

signs at about 7:30 p.m. Monday.

Prokop said he removed the

signs because he thought only De

Remer had permission to post signs

on the property. When he noticed

someone erecting signage for

Marquez, Prokop said he inter-

vened.

“I approached this person who

put the signs on the fence and

asked him to remove them; he

refused and became belligerent,”

Prokop wrote in a letter to this

newspaper (read the full letter on

page 5). “I proceeded to remove

the signs in accordance with what I

believed to be the owner’s wishes.

As I approached this person with

signs in hand to give them to him,

guess what, he pulled out a camera

and snapped my picture.”

Marquez said he arrived after

his brother-in-law phoned him to

report the incident. Marquez said

he produced proof of the property

owner’s consent to have his signs

posted.

“Still wondering under what

circumstances his permission was

obtained, I apologized for remov-

BY ERIC PIERCE, CITY EDITOR

DOWNEY – A look at state

finance records shows that District

5 City Council candidate Luis

Marquez has jumped far ahead of

his opponents when it comes to

political contributions, raising

more than $16,000 in campaign

funds since the beginning of the

year.

Other District 5 – or city-wide

– candidates did not reach half that

amount, including Maria Larkin

($6,979), Dr. Shahira A-Malek

($5,000) and Gary De Remer

($1,324).

The figures do not include final

budget reports that were expected

to be turned in to the city clerk yes-

terday.

Most of the funds were used on

campaign signs, mailers, and news-

paper advertising, records show.

District 5: Marquez

Marquez raised $14,664

between July 1 and Sept. 30,

records show. On June 25, he 

received a $2,000 contribution

from Sen. Alan Lownethal (D-

Long Beach/Downey), whom he

works for as a senior field repre-

sentative.

Notable contributors to

Marquez’s campaign include local

resident Ernest Garcia ($2,000),

Assemblyman Hector De La Torre

($1,000), AppleCare Medical

Group ($500), Fiesta Taxi ($500),

property manager Ron Kolar

($500), Lazo Investments ($500),

Water Replenishment District

board member Lillian Kawasaki

($200), and Downey Regional

Medical Center executive Rob

Fuller ($100).

Larkin

Jeanette Baumann, executive

director of the Downey Association

of Realtors, is serving as treasurer

for Maria Larkin, who pulled in

$6,979 from realtors, businesses

and retired residents.

Notable contributors to

Larkin’s campaign include the

California Real Estate Association

Political Action Committee and the

Downey Association of Realtors 

See DONORS, page 2

ing his signs and told him I would

put them back up, which I did

reluctantly,” Prokop wrote.

Lauren Baumann operates a

real estate company and says she

began leasing commercial space at

the Rives Mansion earlier this

month. She said property owner

Oscar Rivera granted both De

Remer and Marquez permission to

post their signs.

Rivera did not return a call for

comment.

Carmichael
recovering
after crash

DOWNEY — A small single-

engine plane which crashed around

1:15 p.m. Monday on takeoff at the

Catalina airport included Stan

Carmichael as the

lone survivor and

his wife, Pat, as

one of three casu-

alties.

C a r m i c h a e l

owns a State

Farm insurance

agency in

Downey and is

past president of the Downey

Rotary Club. Pat, described as a

“distinguished attorney,” had

recently  retired from her legal

firm.

Stan was reportedly flown to

County Harbor-UCLA Medical

Center in Torrance after the crash.

Rescuers said they could do noth-

ing to help “three people trapped

inside [the] burning plane.”

The local Rotarians bowed

their heads in prayer this week

after close friend and fellow

Rotarian Kevin MacDonald, who

had a chance to visit Stan at the

hospital, confirmed the jarring

development. 

MacDonald would only say

Stan suffered a broken foot and

broken ribs. An initial report listed

Stan in critical condition.  

Further details have been

unavailable.

–Henry Veneracion, Staff Writer

Stan
Carmichael

Construction delays 
hampering businesses
� Construction should be

completed by end of this

year, officials say.

BY MARY FORNEY, STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY – Businesses in the

shopping center on the corner of

Lakewood Boulevard and Imperial

Highway continue to be put out

amidst delays in the completion of

the city’s street widening and beau-

tification project.

Backed up traffic and blocked

entrances have been deterrents to

incoming customers wanting to

conduct business in the area.

“I have had complaints from

people who were late or missed

their appointments,” said Donald

Boyd, owner of Family Vision

Care. “Our walk-ins were down 

this year so we lost potential

patients.”

The project includes the

improvement and replacement of

concrete and asphalt; widening the

street to create an additional turn

lane; constructing sidewalks and

new landscape, installing street

lighting and medians, and upgrad-

ing traffic signals.

“It’s lagging behind just a little

bit,” said Ed Norris, deputy direc-

tor of Public Works. “It’s really

hard to say when it’s going to be

completed – definitely by the end

of the year.”

Norris estimates the cost of the

construction portion of the project

in that area to be $2.5 million. The

businesses have reported suffering

a financial loss ranging from 20

percent to undetermined amounts.
See CONSTRUCTION, page 3

See HANSTAD, page 9

“All of the businesses were

paid handsomely and in the end,

it’s going to be for their better-

ment,” said Deputy City Manager

Desi Alvarez.

“The City settled with

Gonzalvez – the owner of the prop-

erty – and it’s up to him to settle

with the tenants.”

Speedy Cash considered its

business fortunate despite having

to move in June 2007 after the City

of Downey enforced its use of emi-

nent domain to accommodate

widening the highway. The city

assisted Speedy Cash in finding a

new location and paid the company

$425,000 which included reloca-

tion expenses.

“Moving us was a critical com-

Caton: 
‘I want
Downey 
to do well’

BY HENRY VENERACION, 

STAFF WRITER

H
ired as city manager in

1989, Gerald M. Caton is

by far the longest-serving

city chief executive (19 years)

since Downey’s incorporation in

1956. And in case nobody has

noticed, it truly is an achievement

in itself. 

Indeed, he says, the average

stay of a city manager, “the norm,”

is less than five years. Close obser-

vation of what goes on in personnel

matters in cities has made him cog-

nizant of the fact that “It’s the norm

for a city manager to be fired.”

He knows a thing or two about

stamina. While attending St.

Anthony’s High School in Long

Beach, where he grew up, he

played football as well as lettering

in track and cross-country. Today

he keeps fit by walking. He resides

in Fullerton. 

Caton also knows the value of

hard work, something he learned

from his dad. His dad, he says, had

only a 7th grade education and

retired from North American

Aviation where he worked in the

machine shop for 28 years. He says

his dad took him as a youth to

Downey whenever possible. 

He was a working student, first

getting his AA degree from Long

Beach City College in 1972, then

his BA in history from CSU-Long

DOWNEY – Downey business

owners are invited to learn about

crime prevention by attending a

Business Watch meeting

Wednesday at noon inside council

chambers at City Hall.

The Business Watch program,

sponsored by the city of Downey

and the Downey Chamber of

Business Watch meeting Wedneday
Commerce, gives local business

owners training in business securi-

ty, effective crime reporting, bur-

glary, theft and shoplifting preven-

tion, and more.

Meetings are held quarterly and

last about one hour. For more infor-

mation, call (562) 923-2191 or

(562) 904-1895.



($3,000 combined), the Southern

California Contractors Association

($250), Prudential 24 Hour Real

Estate ($250), Century 21 My Real

Estate ($200), Stonewood Lodge

Motel ($150) and Downey Inn

($100).

De Remer

Records show $1,324 in contri-

butions to candidate Gary De

Remer. But De Remer also gave

himself a $5,335.65 loan. Notable

contributors include Jim Barger

with J&B Fire Protection ($500),

local attorney Joseph Lumsdaine

($100), and residents Dorothy

Pemberton and Brian Heyman

($100 each).

A-Malek

Dr. Shahira A-Malek gave her-

self a $5,000 contribution on Sept.

16 to finance her campaign.

District 3: Roger Brossmer

Records show District 3 –

northeast Downey – candidate

Roger Brossmer is easily out-

spending his political opponent,

Russell Rankin.

Brossmer has raised $5,942.22.

Major and notable donors include

developer Fredrick Burbeck

($1,000), retired developer and for-

mer Downey Eagle publisher Jerry

Andrews ($500), Elite Concrete

Restoration ($500), former mayor

Meredith Perkins ($400), Mayor

Pro Tem Mario Guerra ($250),

campaign for Councilman Kirk

Cartozian ($166.22), DUSD board

member Tod Corrin ($100), and

DUSD administrator Robert

Jagielski ($100).

Rankin

The second candidate for

District 3, Russell Rankin, reported

he would receive and spend less

than $1,000 during his campaign,

and was not required to submit a

list of political donors.

Continued from page 1

Donors: Contributions
can mean big money.

Actress and singer Cheryl Carter, accompanied by Grammy winner

Wayne Cook, will highlight the “A Salute to Veterans” luncheon pre-

sented by the Woman’s Club of Downey on Nov. 11 Tickets are $25

each and available by calling Doris Patterson at (562) 869-0377.Baptist church celebration Sunday
DOWNEY – Pastor Jon Manzat of the First Southern Baptist Church

of Downey announced that the church will be celebrating its 60th anniver-

sary Sunday.

The church, which was founded Oct. 26, 1948, has invited former pas-

tors, church staff and members to attend. Presiding over the morning serv-

ice will be Pastor Charles Hausser (pastor from 1989-2005) and the

evening worship will be led by Pastor Kenneth Reed (pastor from 1984-

88).

The event will include a music program and visual presentation of past

church events.

All former church members are invited to attend. RSVP by calling the

church at (562) 869-6673.

The First Southern Baptist Church of Downey is located at 12383

Downey Ave.

CEO talks about time management
DOWNEY – David Sanders, CEO of Creative Business Strategies,

Inc., will be the guest speaker at Tuesday’s meeting of Rise ‘N Shine net-

working at Stox Restaurant.

Sanders’ topic will be “Time Management.”

The meeting starts at 7:30 a.m. and the cost is an order from the menu.

RSVP by calling the Downey Chamber of Commerce at (562) 923-2191.

Chamber mixer at Embassy Suites
DOWNEY – The Downey Chamber of Commerce will present a net-

working mixer Thursday from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Embassy Suites.

The mixer is free and includes refreshments, live entertainment and

raffle prizes.

Chamber ambassadors will greet guests as they arrive. For more infor-

mation, call (562) 923-2191.

Christian club is giving thanks
DOWNEY – Gloria Feralio will be the guest speaker when the

Downey Christian Women’s Club meets Nov. 12 at Los Amigos Country

Club.

Feralio’s topic will be “How Your Life Can Have a Happy Ending.”

Also at the meeting, Maryilyn Orlando will speak on beaded craft

items and Connie Duggins will provide music. The meeting’s theme is

“Giving Thanks.”

The cost is $12 and includes a buffet lunch. The meeting begins at

11:45 a.m. and both men and women are invited.

Reservations are requested by calling Sonja at (562) 862-4347 or Jean

at (562) 861-1114.

Feltham to be honored for service
DOWNEY – The John Hume Performing Arts Foundation will honor

Joan Feltham with the fourth annual Margene Glenn Award at a recogni-

tion ceremony Nov. 8 at Granata’s Italian Villa.

The Margene Glenn Award is the foundation’s annual recognition of

volunteer service to the community. 

According to the foundation, “Feltham generously gave her time and

resources to many civic projects, most notably the Downey Children’s

Theatre. Serving for many years in executive positions with the Downey

Children’s Theatre, Joan was a guiding force that helped make Downey

the community it was to become.”

For more information on the ceremony, e-mail frig-

gle@roadrunner.com or call (562) 869-0422.

Middle school dance tonight
DOWNEY – Middle school students are invited to a Halloween dance

tonight from 7 to 10 p.m. inside the gymnasium at Apollo Park.

The dance costs $5 to attend and is open to all students in grades 6-8

with current student I.D.

Students must conform to a strictly-enforced dress code, which

includes a collared shirt with tie and slacks for boys, and a blouse or

sweater and knee-length skirt or slacks for girls.

No jeans, T-shirts, sandals, hats, bandanas, or halter tops will be

allowed. Students also cannot wear costumes.

For more information, call (562) 904-7238.



ponent of the process,” said Chad

Faulkner, president of Speedy Cash

Holdings Corporation. “It was

nothing more than luck that we

were able to move across the street.

“It’s nice but not as preferable as it

was prior. We weren’t compensated

100 percent for the loss of business

to us, but at least our customers are

finding us,” Faulkner said.

“We are hoping that the street

widening benefits the community

and we want to be supportive

because we plan to remain a part of

the community.”

The city and the owner of the

Conroy’s Flowers building are cur-

rently in negotiations for compen-

sation for the damage caused by

the street widening and sidewalk

construction. The city tacked

sheets of plywood onto the front of

the Conroy’s Flowers building, and

the torn up concrete on one side of

the business prohibits entry into a

once usable glass door.

“They tore down our overhangs

and permanently cut off an

entrance to the business,” said

Richard Scherer, owner of

Conroy’s Flowers. “The city has

caused a big ugly scar on our build-

ing. I don’t know when the owner

Continued from page 1

Construction: City officials say delays
have been unforseen and unavoidable.

of the building and the city will set-

tle and I will be compensated.”

The businesses received a letter

from the city saying the construc-

tion would be done in September.

“It’s October and it’s still going

on,” said Speedy Cash’s store man-

ager Raymond Garcia. “This has

slowed us down pretty dramatical-

ly and because people avoid this

intersection, it has affected our

ability to get new business.”

Pamper Me tanning salon has

also been affected by the conges-

tion.

“Customers have had to fight

traffic and just turn around and

leave,” said Kim Trevino, manager

of the salon. “They don’t have the

time so we lose their business. All

we can do is wait.”

According to Deputy City

Manager Desi Alvarez, the delays

have been unforeseen and unavoid-

able.

“We’re still dealing with things

like Edison poles that still haven’t

been moved and other organiza-

tions not doing their part,” Alvarez

said.

“But, it will be great once it’s

done. It will be much more attrac-

tive and traffic movement will be

smoother.”

Conroy’s Flowers at Lakewood Boulevard and Imperial Highway received a “big ugly scar” as a result of a street-widening project that was

supposed to be completed in September. Photo by Mary Forney

BY MARY FORNEY, STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY – The building is so

quiet that water can be heard gently

dripping from a bathroom faucet.

Positive Steps HIV/AIDS shelter in

Downey is sitting empty of the

women and children who were liv-

ing in the home until last month.

Established in 1994, the

women’s program was funded by a

grant from the federal Center for

Substance Abuse Treatment. The

grant was eliminated this year,

forcing the women and children to

be placed in other Southern

California Alcohol and Drug

Program shelters last week.

A total of 97 men, women and

children lived in the transitional

home last year – 68 of them were

women and children. Now, only 7

men remain living in the home.

The men are allowed to stay

because the federal grant which

was established in 1996 for male

HIV/AIDS patients with addictions

is continuing.

“This is tragic because they had

a very high success rate with the

women,” said Lynne Appel, who is

the executive director of Southern

California Alcohol and Drug

Programs Inc.

“They are cutting back the

poorest of the poor. Now, many

children will be removed from

their mothers who have HIV and

may never be back to live with

their mothers again.”

Combining resources and shel-

ters is one of the ways the program

is trying to combat the federal and

state cutbacks. Not an easy task for

a program that provided drug and

alcohol rehabilitative outpatient

Funding cuts

force program

shutdowns
� Downey AIDS shelter hit

hard when its federal grant

is eliminated.

services to 5,075 people living in

Los Angeles and Orange counties

during 2007, provided 616 people

from Downey alone with residen-

tial treatment, and sheltered 1,441

homeless individuals with drug and

alcohol addictions.

“We need to offer drug treat-

ment at little or no cost,” said

Community Outreach Coordinator

Sylvia Leyba.

“Believe me, where they’re at,

they don’t have any money. We’ve

already had to remove a psychia-

trist from our program, licensed

medical staff, and therapeutic child

care staff,” she said.

A non-profit organization,

Southern California Alcohol and

Drug Programs Inc. first formed

Cider House in Norwalk during the

1970s. Since then, the program has

created 39 sites for the homeless,

battered women, and substance-

addicted abusers in Los Angeles

and Orange counties. Many of the

centers offer supportive services

encouraging parent-child relation-

ships, education, and employment

assistance.

The program relies on federal,

state and personal funding to keep

the sites open and services running.

“Every day, we’re hearing

something bad – we haven’t even

gotten the worst news yet from the

state,” said Chief Financial Officer

Bob Larsen.

Angel Step Inn, a confidential

emergency shelter in Whittier for

battered, substance addicted, and

homeless women and children is

the next site scheduled to close at

the end of the month.

For more information about

Southern California Alcohol and

Drug Programs Inc. and how to

donate, call (562) 923-4545.

Tennis pro is instructing

classes in Downey
DOWNEY – The city of Downey Community Service Department is

offering their next session of tennis classes for children and adults begin-

ning Nov. 19 at Independence Park.

Instruction will be led by tennis professional Fabian Grassini and his

staff.

Adult classes will be held Wednesday night from 6-7 and 7-8 p.m.

Each class will focus on continued skill development for beginning and

advanced players. The fee for the eight-week class is $95.

Classes for children ages 4-7 and 8-14 will be held Wednesdays from

4-5 p.m. (Level 1) and from 5-6 p.m. (Level 2). Fee is $95 for eight weeks.

For more information or to register, call (562) 904-7238.

‘Visions of Israel’ presented at Temple
DOWNEY – “Visions of Israel,” an armchair pilgrimage to the

world’s only Jewish state, will be presented Tuesday at the Ezra Center for

Mature Adults at Temple Ner Tamid of Downey.

Registration and refreshments begin at 9:45 a.m. The program begins

at 10, and is followed by a catered kosher lunch. Cost of the lunch is $6

for Ezra members and $7 for non-members.

For more information, call the Temple office at (562) 861-9276.

Holiday bazaar at Moravian Church
DOWNEY – The women of the Moravian Church of Downey will be

holding their annual holiday bazaar Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The event will include a boutique, baked goods, handmade crafts,

Moravian items, Christmas decorations, pumpkin pies, and a soup or

lasagna salad luncheon.

The lunch is $5 per person.

The Moravian Church of Downey is at 10337 Old River School Rd. To

place an order for a pumpkin pie, or for more information, call the church

office at (562) 927-0718.

Halloween fun at Messiah Lutheran
DOWNEY – Messiah Lutheran Church will celebrate Halloween with

a “Neighborhood Funfest,” a free event for Downey children featuring

candy, snacks, games, prizes, bounce houses, and more.

The event is Oct. 31 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Messiah Lutheran Church

is at 10711 Paramount Blvd. For information, call (562) 923-1215.

Donations accepted for U.S. troops
DOWNEY – The Armed Forces Recruitment Center in Downey is

accepting supplies for care packages that will be sent to U.S. troops

deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Supplies that can be donated include beef jerky, boot socks, gum, hard

candy, baby wipes, eye drops, ChapStick, hot cocoa mix, and cookies.

The Armed Forced Recruitment Center is at 8566 Firestone Blvd.,

across the street from Downey High School.



The Poet’s Corner

Unvented Heater
Not exactly a lethal device

but good enough for those

who took their warm winter rooms

seriously

Charlie cherished his gas fire

when you entered his domain the smell

was fossil fuel and onions mixed

Many the time we warned him

of impending disaster

The city even passed an ordinance

outlawing the use of such heater --

but Charlie was always cold

It happened like we always predicted

one Christmas night the family

forgot the heater --

Next morning four family members

and a neighbor were on the list of lost --

Charlie? Oh, he died of

something else.

–John Vincent,

Downey

Can you hear it?
Shh...Can you hear it?

The Sweetness of Silence

The Sounds of life...

In the Silence you can hear it

In the Silence you can feel it

Shh...Can you hear it?

The Children laughing

Living life, fun and innocent...

Shh...Can you hear it?

The Sirens screaming

Rushing to the aid of a Stranger...

Shh...Can you hear it?

The Dogs barking

With excitement at another Canine...

Shh...Can you hear it?

Can you hear the life in Our city?

Can you hear what the Silence can bring?

Shh...Can you hear the music of the silence?

Can you hear

The Trumpets roaring?

The Piano singing?

The Violin sopping?

Shh...Can you hear it?

The ocean Waves crashing...

The Seagulls laughing...

The Wind whistling...

Shh...Can you hear what the silence is?

Can you feel what the silence is?

The Silence is not the ability to not have any sound...

But it is to listen to Life around you...

Shh...Can You hear it?

–Nicholas Baxter,

Downey

Poems can be submitted to The Downey Patriot at
8301 E. Florence Ave., Suite 100, Downey, CA 90240

or downeypatriot@yahoo.com

By Mary Forney, Staff Writer
DOWNEY – Walking into the

Administration Building at Rancho

Los Amigos National

Rehabilitation Center, a woman

looks confused as she reads the

map in her hand.

Edward Aceves quickly moves

his motorized wheelchair toward

her to greet her and assist her by

giving her directions to the room

she is looking for.

Aceves is part of the newly

formed personal concierge services

for patients and visitors to Rancho

Los Amigos. 

“I started to do this because I

wanted to volunteer,” Aceves said.

“So I went to the volunteer office a

month ago and asked to be a

concierge for information. I wanted

to give back to Rancho so I thought

I would do them a favor by volun-

teering once or twice a week.”

Aceves has been an outpatient

of Rancho Los Amigos for more

than 50 years because he has been

a post-polio quadriplegic since age

5. Despite knowing the campus

well, he currently stays posted at an

information booth in the adminis-

tration building because he can’t

venture far from his ventilator.

“My wheelchair isn’t equipped

for a ventilator, but once it is

equipped, I’ll be all over,” he said.

Aceves’ request to be a

concierge of information put

Rancho Los Amigos in motion to

enact a proposed program that has

Rancho Los Amigos looking 

for concierge volunteers
� Hundreds of volunteers

sought to help direct

Rancho visitors.

For information on concierge volunteer opportunities at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation

Center, call (562) 401-7651. Volunteers do not need to be Rancho patients. Photo by Mary Forney

been sitting on the back burner.

The program involves placing

volunteers at building entrances

and Debbie Tomlinson, director of

the Volunteer and Support Services

at Rancho Los Amigos, would like

to see the program expand to inpa-

tient areas in the future.

Tomlinson is excited about the

program and is looking for volun-

teers from the community.

To be a concierge, the volun-

teers must be 18 years of age or

older, have an outgoing personali-

ty, and be able to answer questions

and give directions. The volunteers

must attend an orientation session;

complete an annual health clear-

ance; and able to commit to work-

ing a minimum of three hours a

day, at least one day a week.

“It’s going to take hundreds of

people to do this,” said Tomlinson,

who is reaching out to Rancho Los

Amigos patients and community

service organizations.

“We have five more patients

who called wanting to be

concierges,” Tomlinson said. “You

don’t have to be a patient here –

you just have to be familiar with

Rancho. Our patients are the per-

fect candidates for these positions

because they’re familiar with the

campus. It doesn’t matter how

many maps you put up, people are

always going to get lost and need

help.”

To sign up for an orientation

session, call (562) 401-7651.



Letters to the Editor:

Prop. 8 debate
Dear Editor:

Marie Augimeri’s letter does not properly present the facts on the Prop.

8 campaign (“No on 8,” 10/17/08). In 2000, 61 percent of California vot-

ers passed Prop. 22, which entered into the California Family Code the

statement, “Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recog-

nized in California.” Prop. 8 will insert this statement into the California

State Constitution.

This overwhelming decision of the California voters was overturned

by four activist judges in May 2008. Prop. 8 is simply about preserving the

will of the people to define marriage and protect the family.

It is true that Prop. 8 doesn’t have any wording about education.

However, the California Education Code already requires that health edu-

cation classes instruct children about marriage. If the definition of mar-

riage is changed by law, then teachers will be required to teach that law.

Children will be taught that marriage is between any two adults regardless

of gender.

No rights already granted to same gender couples are being denied

with the passage of Prop. 8. All of the rights guaranteed under the laws for

civil unions will remain intact. Prop. 8 simply preserves the definition of

marriage to be between a man and a woman so that families and children

will be protected.

— Larry Larsen,

Downey

Dear Editor:

This week, “Yes on 8” yard signs were stolen from my home and from

six other homes in my Downey neighborhood.

I want my civil rights of free speech and private property to be respect-

ed. I don’t want people trespassing in my yard and stealing my property.

Why don’t opponents just put up their own signs instead of stealing mine?

If you see “Yes on 8” signs at a location one day, and on the next day

see that they are gone, maybe that tells you something about who demands

the tolerance of others but refuses to practice it themselves.

— Kristie Larsen,

Downey

Dear Editor:

Four justices on the California Supreme Court said allowing gay mar-

riage was the right thing to do in their opinion.

However, it is not what Man thinks is right that counts. What God says

is right is what counts. God instituted marriage between man and woman

for the procreation of the races. Two men or two women cannot procreate. 

— George Teats, Sr.,

Downey

Dear Editor,

After reading all the propaganda being distributed by the “Yes on 8”

backers, I feel I have to say something. The “Yes on 8” backers are

employing the same negative and untruthful tactics as the McCain cam-

paign.

Having the right to marry the person you love should be a fundamen-

tal right in America. It does not mean the end of marriage. Churches will

not lose their tax exempt status. The “No on 8” backers do not want the

various religions to change their policies with regard to same sex couples

contrary to what the “Yes on 8” backers state.

In addition, not one word in Prop 8 mentions education, and no child

can be forced, against the will of their parents, to be taught anything about

health and family issues at school. California law prohibits it, and the “Yes

on 8” campaign knows they are not being truthful in this regard as well.

I have been in a strong, loving relationship for over five years now. We

are registered as domestic partners with the State of California. Whether

we choose to marry or not will not negatively effect one church service,

one tax bill, or one classroom lesson. However, it has the chance to posi-

tively affect tens of thousands same-sex couples who share a life together,

just like everyone else.

Imagine if the laws prohibited interracial marriages – Barack Obama

might not be poised to become the next President of the United States.

Please vote ‘no’ on Proposition 8.

— K. Zelezik,

Downey

Bounced check
Dear Editor:

In this political season when our choices for national, state and local

offices are standard at best, and the best are lost under slick marketing

campaigns, we hunger for great leaders with vision, judgment and strong

wills to lead us out of the mess we find ourselves in. We get bits and pieces

of candidates through skillful marketing exploit to emphasize the good

and conceal the bad.

For this reason, I feel compelled to share my experience with a candi-

date running for Downey City Council. I’ve known Maria Larkin since

1992 when I purchased my travel agency here in Downey. We worked

together on committees to improve Downtown Downey and other issues.

In October 2004, Maria and her business associates paid $14,194 for

three airline tickets, which the check eventually bounced for non-suffi-

cient funds. I pursued her and her associates for over a year as she prom-

ised endlessly to make good on the check. They never did. She stopped

calling and avoiding my calls hoping the issue would go away. That’s

when I turned the matter over to the Downey Police Department.

I honestly feel this experience with Maria Larkin raises serious ques-

tions about her judgment and ability to lead this city. I feel compelled to

share this experience with the residents of Downey, from which many are

my friends and customers. On Nov. 4, we will vote for nation, state and

local leaders who we hope will bring great judgment, morals and ethics to

their jobs.

Please vote on Nov. 4. Make the right choice.

—Robert Zavala,

Owner, Freedom Vacations

Editor’s note: According to the Downey Police Department, Maria
Larkin was not considered a suspect in the case, which was rejected by
the district attorney’s office  in 2005.And Cartozian’s version

Dear Editor,

If I hadn’t witnessed it with my own two eyes, I wouldn’t have

believed it – that and the fact that a few friends were there to witness it

with me and pinched me to make sure I wasn’t watching some B-rate

movie.

We were across the street at the new Downey Brewing Company, for-

merly Nordic Fox, watching Monday Night Football. It was around half-

time of the game and Luis Marquez called me after getting a second, indis-

putable, and signed (not required by code) letter of authorization from the

Rives Mansion owners Carmen Amarillas and Oscar Rivera to again put

up his signs. 

The first set had been taken down illegally last week from an

“unknown” source.

Marquez told me that he suspected someone will try to steal his sign

again from the Rives Mansion. He has contended that this has already hap-

pened in the hundreds all over town.

There around 7:30 p.m., in clear view from the Downey Brewing

Company, was Mike Prokop, who is the self-proclaimed advocate and

manager of Gary De Remer’s campaign, taking down Luis Marquez signs

in front of the Rives Mansion on Paramount Boulevard.

It was fortunate for Marquez that someone from his campaign was

there to capture the thievery by taking a picture of the act. I believe that

picture was already submitted to the paper.

If you’ve guessed that I’m mad about what is transpiring, you are

absolutely correct. What was more troubling to see was that the candidate

Gary De Remer, was standing by just feet away witnessing it too.

You have got to be kidding me! I have run successfully in two previ-

ous city council elections and have never touched another candidate’s

sign. The golden rule is never to touch the signs of other candidates –

everyone knows it.

This campaign just doesn’t seem to care and that greatly concerns me.

— Kirk Cartozian,

Councilman, city of Downey

Prokop’s version
Dear Editor:

For two weeks I had adorned the fence at the Rives Mansion with my

candidate’s (Gary De Remer) yard signs, by permission of the property

owner. Then strange things began to happen. Almost every other candidate

running for City Council began putting his or her respective signs up with

ours. And then ours began to disappear.

Further conversation with the owner revealed that he only gave addi-

tional permission to a candidate running for District 3. So now, because of

the unsightly condition of his fence with an overabundance of signs, the

owner removed all the signs, including ours.

On Monday evening, I had a meeting with the person who holds the

lease on the Rives property. While at that meeting we noticed that a per-

son was putting up several sign on the fence. At closer look they turned

out to be Luis Marquez signs. I knew the property owner had decided to

remove all signs, including ours. I thought that for Mr. Marquez to put his

signs back up with such disregard for the owner’s wishes was very disre-

spectful to the property owner, who by now, I considered my friend.

I approached this person who put the signs on the fence and asked him

to remove them. He refused and I proceeded to remove the signs in accor-

dance with what I believed to be the owner’s wishes. As I approached this

person with signs in hand to give them to him, he pulled out a camera and

snapped my picture.

It was at that moment I noticed Luis Marquez standing on the corner

across the street. I walked over to him to ask why he was putting signs up

without permission. Luis claimed to have the necessary permission show-

ing me a paper with a signature that he claimed to be of the property

owner.

We then had a bit of a heated discussion, but eventually we parted ami-

cably and we shook hands. Still wondering under what circumstances per-

mission was obtained, I apologized for removing his signs and told him I

would put them back up, which I did reluctantly.

What you have just read is the truth about the circumstances of the

way the photo was taken.

— Mike Prokop,

Downey

Rhetorical, maybe
By Eric Pierce

W
hy do people choose to run for office? Specifically

city council. Looking at how ugly - nay, juvenile -

local politics are turning, it’s the one question that

nags me persistently.

Is it the $700 or so monthly stipend? Is it the free use of a

cell phone? The city credit card, expense accounts, your own

parking space?

The third floor office? With a personal secretary?

Or do some people simply get a rise by sitting in elevated

leather chairs during council meetings, looking down at us

peons? Is it egotism?

Do you enjoy bragging of your power and authority? Is it

the fancy title before your name?

Or is it because you love your community, and wish to

serve your fellow citizens, honestly and faithfully?

A
mid rising concerns about dangerous teen driving behaviors sits a

common threat rarely considered outside of popular depictions in

such movies as “Rebel Without a Cause, “Grease,” and “The Fast

and the Furious”: street racing.

Perhaps surprisingly, teens themselves rank street racing as one of the

most risky in a slate of driving practices that lead to crashes, injuries, and,

too often, deaths (between 2001 and 2006, 804 fatalities have been attrib-

uted to street racing, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration). 

Indeed, a new study from Liberty Mutual Insurance and SADD

(Students Against Destructive Decisions) reveals that a vast majority of

teens (97 percent) feel that street racing is dangerous, listing it above cell

phone use, speeding, having more than three passengers in the car, being

upset, using a GPS system, and changing clothes while driving. 

Nevertheless, the research points out that more than one third of teen

drivers (38 percent) say they have engaged in street racing.

That’s bad news. 

So, too, are media accounts of the consequences. 

In Eagle Rock, Calif., four teens were killed (including three from one

family) and another was critically injured in what an LAPD lieutenant

called “a high speed drag race,” according to egpnews.com.

In Eugene , Oregon , a college football player required 75 stitches to

close a gash in his head, the result of speed racing, said the Associated

Press. 

In Mountainside, New Jersey, an 18-year-old and a 20-year-old were

killed after their Chevy Corvette crashed in a street race against a Chevy

Camaro, reported My Central Jersey. 

And on Staten Island in New York, seven teens were transported to the

hospital after a street racing crash that ultimately claimed the life of a 17-

year-old who succumbed to what WNBC4 referred to as severe head and

internal injuries. 

These stories merely scratch the surface of the death and destruction

wrought by this alarming activity. 

Fortunately, good news can be found in the fact that some states,

including California, Massachusetts, and Illinois, are revisiting or intro-

ducing laws to better protect teen drivers – and, by extension – other

motorists on our roads and highways.

•In California , drivers convicted of street racing face prison sentences

of 30 days to 6 months and/or as much as $1,000 in fines, if their offens-

Teens aware of street racing risks
CONTRIBUTED BY STEPHEN WALLACE, M.S. ED.

es resulted in injury for someone other than themselves. 

•In Massachusetts, a new law effective in February 2008 dictates that

convicted street racers be punished with up to 2½ years of jail time or a

fine of up to $1,000. Offenders also get their licenses suspended for up to

30 days for the first offense and 180 days for subsequent violations. 

•In Illinois, current legislation states that driving privileges be revoked

for any person convicted of street racing and that law enforcement may

impound the offender’s vehicle for up to five days. 

As if street racing isn’t enough to worry about, teen drivers also report

engaging in other high-risk driving behaviors in startling numbers. 

•39 percent say they speed often 

•37 percent say they often talk on a cell phone when behind the wheel 

•30 percent say they often text message while driving 

When you take “often” out of the equation, those numbers jump pre-

cipitously to 91 percent (speeding), 90 percent (talking on a cell phone),

and 73 percent (text messaging) of teen drivers. 

Of course, the drivers aren’t the only ones in jeopardy. More than one

quarter of teens indicate that they are frequently passengers in a car where

such unsafe behaviors are taking place.

What’s their responsibility? 

Research shows that young drivers may be more likely to listen to their

friends than to adults – so teen passengers need to be empowered to speak

up when drivers are placing them, and others, at risk.

But, ironically, that may be easier said than done.

Despite the fact that so many teens feel that so many behaviors are

dangerous, only about half of teens (57 percent) say they would ask a driv-

er to stop engaging in even the most serious behaviors, such as street rac-

ing. Sad when you consider that most teen drivers say that if their friends

asked, they would stop racing (87 percent), speeding (79 percent), text

messaging (80 percent), or talking on a cell phone (68 percent).

Speaking up about slowing down will fuel peer-led persuasion to stop

teens from chasing cars. 

Stephen Wallace, national chairman of SADD and author of the new book,
Reality Gap: Alcohol, Drugs, and Sex—What Parents Don’t Know and
Teens Aren’t Telling, has broad experience as a school psychologist and
adolescent counselor. For more information about SADD, visit sadd.org.
For more information about Stephen, visit stephengraywallace.com.
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SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

On This Day...
Oct. 24, 1929: U.S. stock values collapse, triggering widespread panic and the stock market crash of 1929. 

1931: The George Washington Bridge, connecting New York and New Jersey, opens to traffic.

1939: Nylong stockings are sold publicly in the United States.

1945: The United Nations is founded.

1992: The Toronto Blue Jays become the first non-U.S. team to win the World Series.

2005: Rosa Parks, civil rights activist, dies in her Detroit apartment. She was 92.



“New Miracle Relief Formula eliminates
even the worst pain…almost instantly.”
“Soothe away joint pain and watch as your
skin regains a nourished, youthful appear-
ance.” “It’s like oil for the joints – it helps pro-
mote full range of motion and flexibility.”
“Patented ingredients help support, ease, and
rebuild joints.”

Glucosamine chondroitin is the most popular dietary sup-

plement for the treatment of osteoarthritis, the most common

form of arthritis. It is also used often for acute inflammatory

musculoskeletal conditions - those sore, inflamed muscles or

joints where the pain just doesn’t seem to go away. Your doc-

tor, chiropractor, or physical therapist may have (sometimes

reluctantly!) recommended it. Are you one of those who are

sold on it? Does it really work? Is it harmful? How are we, as

consumers, to evaluate the potential benefits of such a prod-

uct - other than by trying it?

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) classifies

dietary supplements as a subcategory of “food”, providing

manufacturers with greater leeway and less oversight than

with products classified as “pharmaceutical”. This leads to the

asterisk syndrome. After claims, such as those in the opening

paragraph above, are made on packaging or product inserts,

Paging Dr. Alan Frischer...
BY DR. ALAN FRISCHER

an asterisk is used with the following disclaimer: *These
statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug
Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose,
treat, cure, or prevent any disease.”

Nevertheless I will, on occasion, recommend this product

to my patients. This is what is currently understood:

Glucosamine is available in many forms, including glu-

cosamine sulfate, glucosamine hydrocholoride (HCL), and N-

acetylglucosamine (NAG). There appears to be no conclusive

evidence that one form is better than another. Chondroitin is

typically sold as chondroitin sulfate.

Glucosamine is an essential component of our cartilage,

mucous membranes, and synovial fluid. It can be manufac-

tured synthetically, but commercial producers often extract it

from lobsters, crabs, shrimp, and other sea creatures.  

Chondroitin is also an essential component of cartilage. It

can be manufactured synthetically, but is commonly extracted

from cow and shark cartilage. It is believed to promote the

production of new cartilage and delay the breakdown of exist-

ing cartilage. Study participants have generally reported a

decrease in pain and increase in joint movement when taking

chondroitin, but good controlled studies taking into account

aspirin and other arthritis medication taken simultaneously

have not been done. Study results vary widely, but are even

more positive when chondroitin is taken in combination with

glucosamine.

No serious side effects have yet been found from either

glucosamine or chondroitin. The most common side effects of

glucosamine are mild gastrointestinal complaints such as con-

stipation and diarrhea, and sometimes headache. There have

been no major reports of allergic reactions, but glucosamine is

made from shellfish, and people allergic to seafood should be

cautious. With chondroitin, hair loss and minor gastrointesti-

nal complaints have been seen. Chondroitin can decrease the

blood’s ability to clot, so if you are taking blood thinners such

as aspirin, plavix, or coumadin, it is not advisable to take

chondroitin.

Quality evidence for the efficacy of the joint supplements

glucosamine and chondroitin is hard to find and often contra-

dictory. The combination of the two appears to have the most

benefit based on existing studies, but not all researchers are

yet in agreement. My recommendations are:

• Get a good diagnosis before treating the problem

• Explore the pros and cons of all treatment options with

your physician

• If you wish to try glucosamine chondroitin, have your

physician guide you

• Remember that all dietary supplements are subjected to

less strenuous scientific review then are pharmaceuticals, so

be wary of “miracle cures” and keep a healthy skepticism.

As always, I wish you good health and easy, pain-free

movement!
Dr. Alan Frischer is former chief of staff and current chief of medicine at
Downey Regional Medical Center. Write to him in care of this newspaper
at 8301 E. Florence Ave., Suite 100, Downey, CA 90240.



fabulous with a pair of shorts! I bought a pair of versatile, gray boots from

Vision shoes in the Lakewood Center for only $35.

From Tiffany Ford:

Are you looking for something totally cool to wear for this Indian sum-

mer season? Well, start off with something breezy and cool. It’s still

hot out so wearing a flowy shirt wouldn’t hurt. The shirt that I chose is

breezy, allowing air to flow and keep me cool. You should also focus on

light colors to keep the sun off your skin. Darker colors seem to attract the

sun, making you hot and sweaty. 

Whites, blues, greens and pinks are the perfect colors for a fun and

breezy style. You might also want to add a hint of a warm color like brown

to symbolize the upcoming fall season. So get up and get out and enjoy the

sun while you still can!

October Fashion Tips: 
Indian Summer

The following fashion tips are courtesy the “Teen Life of Style Crew” of Stonewood Center, Lakewood Center and Los Cerritos Center.

From Angelica Staves:

According to Wikipedia, Indian summer is a

name given to a period of sunny, warm weath-

er in autumn, not long before winter. I focus more

on the warmer colors. In this picture, I have on a

brown Graphic Tee and a pair of jean shorts (for

those warmer days). These clothing items can be

found at the wonderful Charlotte Russe. 

This is my first year ever shopping at this par-

ticular store because I used to think that the cloth-

ing in there was too fancy. One day I had the urge

to venture out and shop in a store out of my element

and I come to find out they had clothing that I would wear! I could have

added extra accessories but I thought that might take away from the outfit

so I just added a pair of gold earrings to blend in with the brown and yel-

low. (A pair of dark blue skinny jeans would go well with this tee, too)

From Brian Peterson:

Iwas shopping at Stonewood Center when I checked out Pac Sun and saw

this Billabong tee and Dillon skinny’s that were tight. To top it off, I got

the sickest combo to close the deal, a Rodney hoodie for just $50! I was

stoked and my deal was a steal!

P.S.: I really did buy this stuff: tee, $19.95; Dillon jeans, $39.50;

Hurley hoodie, $49.50; my experience? Priceless!

From Cailee Workman:

Although school just started and the leaves are changing, we are still

living with summer temperatures. I turn to looser fitting shirts and a

nice comfortable pair of jeans. Lately, I have been attracted to shirts with

empire waists. They are flattering and trendy. Also, they keep me cool in

the Indian Summer temperatures.

From Joseph Szekula:

If you’re like me, you don’t really care if your outfit goes with the weath-

er, just as long it’s not too over the top.  I mean, don’t wear a big rain

coat on a hot summer day! My favorite summer colors are gray, yellow,

and white; to me these colors are fashionable and stand out but are not

loud.

From Lauren Alvarez:

During this hot fall season, sometimes it’s difficult to find an outfit that

is cute, classy, and comfortable all in one! With this look, you can

experience the new fall trends while staying cool in this sizzling weather.

A high-neck dress for $21.40 from Forever 21 will definitely have people

turning heads!  

From Stanley Doeum:

It’s coming into the end of the summer and fall is

near, and so the question is, “What to wear?!” So

wear clothes that keep you cool and comfortable,

and fresh as well. For this I recommend lightweight

shirts to give your body some air, along with sim-

ple jeans and fresh kicks. And from time to time a

light jacket with a few accessories. 

For my outfit I headed to Pac Sun and picked

up a pair of gray skinny jeans and this amazing

black and purple vest. I kept it simple with a plain

V-neck with the vest over it, and it looks great with

these gray skinny jeans and a pair of my own matching shoes (I threw in

my own sunglasses to pick up the mood). Pac Sun is the place to go right

now to keep it cool and stylish, yet simple.

From Sunnie Mao:

Let’s rock this unusually warm weather. My advice: buy a pair of trendy

boots. They’re perfect for fall and winter, and guess what? They look

Introducing the new Teen Life of Style Crew for Lakewood, Los

Cerritos and Stonewood Centers (from left): Joseph Szekula, Brian

Peterson, Marlene Castillo, Stanley Doeum, Angelica Staves, Sunnie

Mao, Cailee Workman, Lauren Alvarez, and Tiffany Ford.

‘Sweeney Todd’ in Long Beach
LONG BEACH – “Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of Fleet Street,”

will make its Long Beach premiere at the Terrace Theatre at the Long

Beach Convention Center for just two performances on Dec. 5 and 6.

Tickets, ranging from $30 to $50, are now on sale.

“Sweeney Todd” is based on the 19th century legend of a London bar-

ber driven to a life of crime after a malevolent judge takes his wife and

child from him. Sweeney’s plan for revenge includes a cutthroat partner-

ship with Mrs. Lovett – an enterprising businesswoman – who is soon pro-

ducing the tastiest meat pies in London.

Tickets are available at all Ticketmaster outlets or by calling (213)

480-3232.

‘Sweeney Todd’ will play for two nights at the Long Beach Terrace

Theatre.

Style crew gets 
new members

DOWNEY – Nine local teens were selected last month as “crew mem-

bers” for the Teen Life of Style Crew at Lakewood, Los Cerritos and

Stonewood Centers. 

The nine were selected from 25 semi-finalists at three back-to-school

fashion shows on Aug. 22, 23 and 24.

The members include: Brian Peterson of Downey; Marlene Castillo of

Downey; Angelica Staves of Inglewood; Cailee Workman of Lakewood;

Sunnie Mao of Lakewood; Joseph Szekula of Long Beach; Lauren

Alvarez of La Palma; Stanley Doeum of Long Beach; and Tiffany Ford of

Long Beach.

They group each received $250 shopping center gift cards and will

serve as the teen spokespersons and stylists for the three centers.

Their fashion tips for teens also appear monthly in this newspaper.

Romantic comedy hits the stage
LONG BEACH – “Bus Stop,” a romantic comedy by William Inge, is

now playing at the Long Beach Playhouse Studio Theatre.

When a raging snowstorm blows into a Kansas town, eight unlikely

strangers become stranded overnight in a bus stop diner. Over the course

of the night, the eight strangers realize that each has something to learn

about life, love and – most of all – themselves.

“Bus Stop” runs through Nov. 22. For tickets, call (562) 494-1014.

Tickets on sale 

for DMOA concert
DOWNEY – Violinist Dr. Jim Sitterly will present a program of solo

violin pieces combining the baroque music of Telemann and 20th century

music of Debussy at a Nov. 6 concert at the Downey Museum of Art.

Featured on the program will be “Gypsy Dreaming,” an unaccompa-

nied violin piece five years in the making by Sitterly.

A music teacher at Harbor College and the Westland School, Sitterly

has been active in a variety of performance situations in Los Angeles. For

10 years, he served as violin soloist and conductor in the concert tours of

pop pianist John Tesh. Sitterly also plays and records with PBS guitarist

Benise. 

In addition to pop groups, Sitterly also plays with contemporary

ensembles such as Lentz, Little Emo and Marstin Smith.

Active in the TV music scene, Sitterly’s work has included the concert-

master position of the hit shows “Alias” and “Lost.”

The concert begins at 7:15 p.m. General admission is $10 and sen-

ior/student tickets are $5. DUSD teachers and students are free.

For more information, call (562) 861-0419. The Downey Museum of

Art is at 10419 Rives Ave., inside Furman Park.

Boutique fundraiser in Long Beach
LONG BEACH – The Assistance League of Long Beach will hold its

annual boutique fundraiser, “Destinations,” Nov. 16 at the Long Beach

Philanthropic Center, 6220 E. Spring St., in Long Beach.

The boutique will include home décor, children’s gifts, fine jewelry,

and more. There will also be raffle for a trip to the JW Marriott Hong Kong

and $4,000 cash. Raffle tickets are $100 each.

For more information, call (562) 627-5650 or visit www.allb.org.



Beach in 1974, and, exhibiting a

practical streak (“Who will hire a

history major?”), earning a mas-

ter’s in public administration at

USC in 1976.

While in college, he worked for

three years for the city of Long

Beach and, after getting his mas-

ter’s, started as a non-paid intern

for the city of Garden Grove “to

learn.” Soon, though, the city

offered him a paying job, in the

planning department. Today, he

really could claim, “I started at the

bottom.”

His next job took him to Signal

Hill, where he would rise to assis-

tant city manager. His administra-

tive duties embraced the personnel

department, then purchasing, then

recreation services. “At each suc-

cessive assignment, I would learn a

bit more about how to run a city,”

he says.

He then accepted the city man-

ager’s job at Cudahy, a small con-

tract city, where he would serve for

seven years. “Here I really learned

how to manage one,” he says. “I

even served as city clerk.”

Thus when he came to Downey

in 1989 as the city’s sixth city man-

ager, Caton says he came prepared.

Over the years, Caton says he has

always nurtured a team approach,

encouraging his department heads

to be creative, to come up with

ideas (how and where to save

money, how to do things more effi-

ciently, etc.) on how to realize

Downey’s articulated vision.

“Then it’s my job to be support-

ive of them,” he says. “The fun part

for me is if you allow them to be

creative, then things happen. My

job is to let them go out there and

make Downey better.” 

Downey has avoided the hard

times that befell such cities as Bell

Gardens and South Gate, because

he says “we’ve been blessed with

very honest, sincere, and hard-

working City Council members.

We truly are the envy of other

cities. Oh, there was an anxious

time that lasted six months a few

years ago when I had a little diffi-

culty with some council members

who allegedly made a move to oust

me. There were people who were

for it, and there were also people

who were against it. The matter

was eventually resolved in my

favor. I wasn’t really overly con-

cerned as I had a severance pack-

age. Through it all, the supposed

instigators and I have remained

friends.”

There was also another time in

the early 1990s, he says, when “we

lost six or seven city car dealer-

ships that included Chevrolet,

necessitating a freeze on hiring and

salary increases, and so on.” 

“This was a time when we real-

ly tried to be smart about things.

The recent boil-water order dislo-

cation, ultimately traced to glacial

state procedures, was irritating and

upsetting more than anything else,”

he says.

He points out that Downey is

lucky in many other aspects as

well: “We are the last full-service

city in the Gateway Region. We

have our own police and fire

departments, for instance. We are

one of the few cities that have a

full-time engineering department

and a community services comple-

ment. We are one of the very few

that have a golf course and a com-

munity theatre. Downey is a spe-

Continued from page 1

Caton: Longest-serving city manager 
in city of Downey’s history.

Gerald Caton “started at the bottom” before rising through the ranks to become city manager. “I love

Downey,” he says. “The point is I really enjoy woring here. That’s why I want Downey to do well.”

cial place, a special city. I love

Downey. The point is I really enjoy

working here. That’s why I want

Downey to do well.”

He continues, “Our major chal-

lenge is to make sure the quality of

our services stays high and that we

can pay for these services. In fact,

I’d like it said of me when I’m

gone that I left a well-run city that

is financially sound.”

Caton cites the city’s “flat”

organizational structure. “We don’t

have layers upon layers of people.

We try to do away with bureaucra-

cy. We run a very lean ship com-

pared to other full-service cities.

The City Council sets policy. All

major decisions are made by them.

They’re the big picture people.

They’re the ones who decide how

to spend the city’s money. The day-

to-day business I run. Once the

Council decides on the budget,

their most powerful tool, it’s up to

me to spend the budgeted money

properly.”             

Among the highlights in his

long tenure, Caton takes particular

pride in Downey’s acquisition from

the federal government of the for-

mer NASA/Boeing property. He

says NASA held all the options one

could imagine on the property, and

it took the monumental efforts of a

lot of people, from Sen. Dianne

Feinstein to former Council mem-

bers Bob Brazelton, Joyce

Lawrence, and Diane Boggs, to

Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-

Allard, to finally close the deal. 

He remembers flying, almost

on a moment’s notice, along with

other Council members, to either

Washington, D.C. or Houston to

follow up on negotiations, which

took 10 years. 

“The major players were Sen.

Feinstein and then Congressman

Steve Horn,” he says. 

“In any event,” says Caton,

whose 22-year-old daughter,

Rachel, is a senior at USC while

16-year-old son, John, attends

Servite High (their mom is a

nurse), “I follow the dictum that

when everything is running well,

the City Council gets the credit.

When things make a bad turn, we

really swing into action.” 

It is a philosophy that has

served him well. 

DRMC nursery reunion Sunday
DOWNEY – Downey Regional Medical Center is inviting all alumni

of its Special Care Nursery, along with their families, to their annual

Special Care Nursery Reunion Sunday.

Sponsored by Downey Regional and its Foundation, the event will be

held in the hospital’s basement conference rooms and patio from noon to

3 p.m. A light lunch will be served, and guests will have an opportunity to

participate in a number of carnival-themed games and activities, as well as

visit with staff members from the Special Care Nursery.

Children are encouraged to wear costumes, and parents to bring cam-

eras.

For more information on the reunion or to RSVP, call (562) 904-5573.

There is no charge to attend.

Boutique, fashion show planned
LAKEWOOD – The Bellflower Soroptimist Club will hold a “Fun

with Fashion” fundraiser Nov. 15 at the Centre at Sycamore Plaza in

Lakewood.

The event begins with a boutique sale at 11 a.m., followed by a fash-

ion show and lunch at noon.

Cost is $45 and reservations will be taken until Nov. 8 or at capacity.

For reservations, e-mail patangeldog@aol.com.

The Centre at Sycamore Plaza is located at 5000 E. Clark Ave. in

Lakewood.

Calvary accepting gifts for needy kids
DOWNEY – Calvary Chapel of Downey is accepting donations for

Operation Christmas Child, a gift-giving crusade benefiting needy boys

and girls around the world.

As part of the Operation Christmas Child, residents are invited to pack

a shoe box with toys and gifts. The shoe boxes will be collected by

Calvary Chapel of Downey during Nov. 17-23 for shipment to disadvan-

taged children around the world.

Gift ideas include toys: small cars, balls, stuffed animals, yo-yos, jump

ropes, etc.; school supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons or

markers, solar calculators, and picture books; hygiene items: toothbrush

and toothpaste, mild bar soap, comb, and washcloth.

Boxes should not contain war-related items, including toy guns, knives

or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or

lotions; medications or vitamins, breakable items such as snow globes or

glass containers; or aerosol cans.

Donors are also encouraged to include a personal note for the child.

For more information, call (800) 643-4667.

Chrysanthemum show at CSULB
LONG BEACH – The Earl Burns Miller Japanese Garden at Cal State

Long Beach will host its annual Chrysanthemum Show Saturday from 9

a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Visitors can taste fine Japanese teas as they stroll through the garden.

This year, displays will focus on the aesthetic and horticultural exchange

of plants and styles that took place between Meiji Japan and Victorian

England after the Meiji Restoration in 1868, when Japan opened its bor-

ders to the world once again.

Those in attendance will view flowers in a nationally juried show by

the Chrysanthemum Society of Orange County. Blue-ribbon winners in

many shapes and colors will be on display. Many varieties, including cut

and potted mums, will also be available for purchase.

Admission to the event is $7 for adults, $6 for seniors and $5 for

Japanese Garden members. Children 12 and under are free.

For more information, call (562) 985-8420.

Health screenings offered Nov. 19
DOWNEY – Stroke and osteoporosis screenings will be offered to

Downey residents Nov. 19 at the Downey United Masonic Lodge #220,

8244 3rd St. Appointments begin at 9 a.m.

Life Line Screenings will administer the screenings, which take about

60-90 minutes to complete.

For more information or to schedule an appointment, call (877) 237-

1287.



BY JOYCE SHERWIN, DOWNEY SYMPHONY

DOWNEY – What a difference a year makes.

In October of 2007, Symphony board members were still holding audi-

tions for a new conductor. Finally in December, following an extended

search and after polling orchestra members, audiences and its board, the

Symphony Society announced enthusiastically that Sharon Lavery would

be our new music director. She conducted the remaining performances of

that concert season, garnering acclaim and affection.

This October – tomorrow evening, in fact – Lavery will open the 51st

concert season of the Downey Symphony Orchestra in an exciting pro-

gram titled “An American Touch.” It includes Charles Ives’ Variations on

America and Antonin Dvorak’s Symphony No. 8. The splendid young

artist Pauline yang is featured in Sergei Rachmaninoff’s First Piano

Concerto.

Downey’s Civic Theatre is the site, 8435 Firestone Blvd., near

Brookshire Ave. Saturday, Oct. 25, is the date. A preview discussion

begins at 7:15 p.m., and the concert itself at 8. The theater box office opens

at 6:30 p.m. for purchase of reserved seat tickets, priced at $20 and $25,

$10 for students. Free parking surrounds the theater, dress ranges from

casual to glitter.

Going back in time again, we remember that in October, 2007, we had

just launched a yearlong huzzah for the Symphony’s 50th year.

Celebrations included the Golden Jubilee Banquet, our first-ever entry in

the Holiday Parade, and an ice cream social with ragtime piano.

Commendations poured in from officials at all levels, city, county, state,

national, recognizing the Downey Symphony Orchestra’s long, outstand-

ing presence in our community. Tireless workers of the Symphony Guild

offered an array of interesting fundraisers to support the orchestra, and the

annual baton auction was the most successful on record.

Committed to its Music in the Schools program, the Symphony board

for the 13th year sent out a quintet of musicians from the orchestra to pres-

ent instructional programs at each elementary school in the Downey

Unified System. The entire orchestra gave concerts in the theater for every

third and fifth grade child in the District, and of course performed a sea-

son of three exceptional evening concerts.

Well, after that bubbling, memorable year, there certainly wasn’t time

to sit back and just reminisce. So we put on a lovely fundraising Garden

Party at the home of Dr. Walter Kelley, and had so much fun there is talk

of an encore.

Actually, there is talk of a lot of encores, and new stuff besides.

Everyone affiliated with Downey’s Symphony is committed to providing

excellent music for this community, and to keep the tradition alive and

well. Onward, into the next half-century!

Music Director Sharon Lavery will lead the Downey Symphony

tomorrow as it opens its 51st concert season. The concert starts at 8

p.m. at the Downey Theatre. Tickets are still available.

Digital photography

for beginners
DOWNEY – Do you want to know the difference between taking a

picture and making a photograph? Downey Adult School is offering an

introductory photography course geared towards those wanting to improve

the quality of their everyday pictures.

The one-day course will be held Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The class will focus on what to look for when purchasing a new digi-

tal camera, understanding the basic settings and functions of the camera,

and comprehending fundamental rules of photography. 

Students will examine the post-production aspect of digital photogra-

phy – from properly storing images to editing, printing, and presenting fin-

ished work.

Instructor Valentin Flores holds a degree in photography from UC

Berkeley. He has been involved with photography for seven years and is

currently a local working photographer. His main emphasis has been

portraiture, but his personal passion is documentary and travel photogra-

phy.

Flores documented his travels with his camera throughout more than

30 countries and will be incorporating much of his work throughout his

lecture.

Instructor Valentin Flores will lead a one-day class tomorrow on dig-

ital photography at Downey Adult School.

DOWNEY – The Downey Fire Department will host a flu shot clinic

on Nov. 1 at Downey Fire Department Headquarters, located at 12222

Paramount Blvd. 

Flu shots will be offered free of charge to the community beginning at

9 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. Nurses from the Los Angeles County Public Health

Department and Downey Regional Medical Center will be on hand to

administer the injections.

More than 600 residents were vaccinated at the clinic last year.

Flu vaccinations help to prevent or reduce the spread of the flu virus

throughout the community. Besides minimizing the spread within our

schools, vaccinating school children will help to reduce the chance they

will bring the virus home to their families.

According to the Center for Disease Control website, “People who

Symphony concert tomorrow night

Fire station administering free flu shots
should get vaccinated each year are: children aged 6 months up to their

19th birthday; pregnant women; people 50 years of age and older; people

of any age with certain chronic medical conditions; people who live in

nursing homes and other long-term care facilities; people who live with or

care for those at high risk for complications from the flu including health

care workers, household contacts of persons at high risk for complications

from the flu, household contacts and out of the home caregivers of chil-

dren less than 6 months of age (these children are too  young to be vacci-

nated).”

For more information, visit the CDC website at

www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm.

DOWNEY – The Assistance League of Downey’s annual Christmas

Tree Brunch, “Celebrate the Season,” will be held Nov. 23 at 10 a.m. at

the Long Beach Hilton.

Festivities include door prizes, drawing, hand-crafted items, col-

lectibles, homemade treats and a “spirit basket.” There will also be a silent

auction, and clothing/jewelry vendors.

The Citrus College Singers will provide the evening’s entertainment,

Christmas brunch fundraiser Nov. 23
and guests will have an opportunity to win decorated Christmas trees.

Tickets are $65 for adults and $30 for children 12 and under. Tickets

must be purchased by Nov. 15.

Proceeds from the event will be used to fund Assistance League of

Downey projects, including H.O.M.E., Operation School Bell, Kids on the

Block, Books on Wheels, Hug-A-Bear, and more.

For information, call the Second Tyme Around Shoppe at (562) 869-

0232.

Frisco’s carhop hosting

fundraiser
DOWNEY – Frisco’s carhop restaurant will host a fundraising event

today to benefit the Exchange Club Family Support Center.

Diners who eat at the restaurant between noon and 9 p.m. and present

a special flyer upon ordering will have a portion of their bill donated to the

Exchange Club.

The Exchange Club works in child abuse prevention and parent educa-

tion.

Frisco’s is located at 12050 Woodruff Ave. For a flyer, call (562) 904-

9590.

Fundraiser to help with hearing loss
LAKEWOOD – The Hearing Loss Association, Long

Beach/Lakewood chapter, is hosting a Nov. 13 fundraiser to help with the

establishment of other chapters.

Opportunity tickets are $1 each or six for $5. Visitors will receive

items donated for the fundraiser, including tickets to the Long Beach

Playhouse, pies from Hof’s Hut, hearing aid supplies, and more.

The fundraiser starts at 6:30 p.m. at the Weingart Senior Center, 5220

Oliva Ave., in Lakewood. Admission is free. For information, call (562)

433-6509.



 
 
 
 

BY MARY FORNEY, STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY – Looking for a

meaningful and different

Christmas gift to give this year?

You might find something interest-

ing at the Alternative Christmas

Fair.

Downey Memorial Christian

Church will join Christ Lutheran

Church in hosting the alternative

fair on Nov. 1.

Open to the public, a pancake

breakfast will kick off the event at

8 a.m. at Christ Lutheran Church,

located at 7707 Florence Ave. in

Downey. Proceeds from the break-

fast will benefit the Rio Hondo

Temporary Home in Norwalk.

After the pancake breakfast,

guests can check out the variety of

trade products for sale that will

help promote the social and eco-

nomic progress of people in devel-

oping regions of the world.

Shoppers can buy a goat for

someone in Uganda in honor of a

gift recipient at the Heifer

International booth. Since 1944,

Heifer International has helped 9.2

million poverty-stricken families in

125 countries gain greater self-

reliance by providing animals and

training.

The African Team Ministries

Jewelry booth will provide funds

for orphan and refugee relief, mis-

sions, and evangelism in East

Africa. The financial gifts received

at this booth pay for school fees,

tuition, books, and uniforms for

children in Kenya and Uganda.

Lutheran World Relief will

Local churches join together 
in hosting Alternative Christmas Fair

Pastor Nancy Hamm of Christ Lutheran Church and Pastor Richard Kurrasch of Downey Memorial

Christian Church are coming together to host an Alternative Christmas Fair on Nov. 1. Photo by Mary
Forney

� Unique event to raise
money for Rio Hondo
Temporary Home.

have a booth, as well as SERRV

International, which are also non-

profit alternatve trade and develop-

ment organizations. 

“This is a good way to help

someone else instead of going all

out for Christmas and buying peo-

ple things we already have.

Christmas has become so commer-

cialized when it’s supposed to be

about giving,” said Nancy Hamm,

pastor of Christ Lutheran Church.

“This is a good way to get our

focus back, and it’s an opportunity

to explain what Christmas is truly

about – why the Lord came into the

world. The simplicity is that Jesus

was all about giving to the poor,”

she said.

The idea to host an alternative

Christmas fair in Downey stemmed

from Richard Kurrasch’s involve-

ment with the Progressive

Christians Uniting organization.

Kurrasch, who is the pastor of

Downey Memorial Christian

Church, approached Hamm with

the concept.

“I don’t know of an alternative

Christmas fair ever being held in

Downey before so I wanted it to be

an outreach – a mission of our

church,” Kurrasch said. “These

fairs have been around for more

than a decade and it has become a

way of gift giving to third world or

developing nations.”

For more information about the

Alternative Christmas Fair, call

Nancy Hamm at (562) 927-4421 or

Richard Kurrasch at (562) 869-

7291.

Spanish class begins Monday 

at Downey Adult School
DOWNEY – Downey Adult School is offering a new course,

“Occupational Spanish for Medical Personnel,” beginning Monday

The seven-week course teaches students “real-world Spanish” for the

medical field. No prior Spanish skills are required.

The cost of the class is $49, plus textbook. For more information, call

(562) 940-6200.

Financial planners offer advice
LONG BEACH – Two speakers will discuss financial planning “in

these uncertain times” at an AAUW meeting Nov. 1 at the Long Beach

Yacht Club.

Emerson Fersch, a certified financial planner and owner of Capital

Investment Advisers, along with Kim Onisko of Onisko and Scholz LLP,

a CPA firm, will speak and answer questions regarding financial plans and

how to survive and thrive in today’s world of finance.

The meeting begins at 11 a.m. and cost is $30, which includes lunch.

For reservations, call (562) 421-5348.

‘Legend of Sleepy Hollow’

for kids at Downey library
DOWNEY – A live performance of “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

will be offered for children ages 5-12 at the Downey City Library

Thursday from 7-7:45 p.m.

Kids can enter the world of Washington Irving’s classic ghostly tale

featuring characters Ichabod Crane and Brom Bones. Performers from

Open Window Entertainment will present the story set in the mystical 19th

century town of Sleepy Hollow as Ichabod, a school teachers, tries to win

the heart of the fair Katrina.

Seating is limited and free tickets will be distributed 30 minutes before

show time. The program is sponsored by Friends of the Downey City

Library.

For more information, call (562) 904-7360, ext. 4.

Genealogical Society talks Canada
WHITTIER – Debby Horton will be the featured speaker at the Nov.

15 meeting of the Whittier Area Genealogical Society at the Whittier

Masonic Lodge, 7604 Greenleaf Ave., in Whittier.

Horton’s topic will be “Researching Immigration into Canada.”

Visitors are welcome to the meeting, which begins at 1 p.m. For more

information, call (562) 941-0818.



Letters to the editor may be submitted by writing to The Downey Patriot,
8301 E. Florence Ave., Suite 100, Downey, CA 90240 or by e-mail to
downeypatriot@yahoo.com. Letters may be edited for style and/or con-
tent. Letters must include a full name and address for verification.

Help with stuttering
Dear Editor:

International Stuttering Awareness Day was Oct. 22, and it’s a great

time to remind your readers that there are speech language pathologists in

your area who specialize in helping people who stutter.

The nonprofit Stuttering Foundation provides a free list of local

resources for your readers. Just call (800) 992-9392 or visit our website,

www.stutteringhelp.org. Click on “Referrals” for a listing of local thera-

pists.

We also provide the latest research information and self-help materials

compiled by the leading authorities.

Thank you for helping us reach those who stutter in your community.

— Jane Fraser,

President, Stuttering Foundation

Police staffing
Dear Editor:

This month the Downey Police Department changed to a new work

schedule (“PD Modifies Work Schedule,” 9/26/08). As Chief Roy Campos

says, it is needed to “bring the department to full staffing.”

Officers will now be working three 12.5-hour shifts per week.

However, this new system requires the elimination of one patrol officer

position and the addition of one new lieutenant position at an additional

cost to the city of $52,907 per year. Campos explains that this new posi-

tion was necessary to “maintain the proper supervision and management

within the new system.”

True, I don’t know what the new lieutenant’s job entails, but just by

adding the salary of the eliminated officer and adding the cost of the new

position, that seems like quite an increase to “maintain proper supervi-

sion.” Would it be possible to spread these new duties among other super-

visors?  Was it really necessary to hire a new one? I am still at a loss at

how taking an officer off the street and adding one indoors makes this city

safer.

I thought that in these belt-tightening times the city had an obligation

to find ways to save money. Maybe I’m wrong.

— Ed Romero,

Downey

Mixer or political rally?
Dear Editor:

On Sept. 18 I attended what I thought was a Downey Chamber of

Commerce mixer/ribbon cutting event for the re-opening of the Downey

Rose Float Association building. When I arrived, I was surprised to see

Gary De Remer for City Council lawn signs and cars with Mr. De Remer

magnets at the entrance to the event. I double-checked my flyer to confirm

that I was at the correct address and I was.

As I entered, I was met with a big Gary De Remer for City Council

banner. Nowhere throughout the event did I even see one sign or banner

identifying the event with the Downey Rose Float Association, and it got

worse. As I took a tour of the building, I walked right into a pallet full of

Mr. De Remer’s lawn signs and discovered they were using the building

to assemble and store the political signs. I was so upset about the whole

situation that I left the event shortly after.

What makes it all the more alarming is that the city of Downey gives

money to support the Downey Rose Float Association’s activities. I sure-

ly hope this organization and its leadership are not misuing their facility or

resources in an inappropriate way.

I am asking and do hope that the city of Downey and the Chamber look

into and discuss this matter further.

To all the council candidates and their supporters, I ask that you act

responsibly and think about your actions.

— Ernest Garcia,

Downey

Letters to the Editor: Endorsement for Dr. A-Malek
Dear Editor:

As a Downey resident of more than 25 years, I see the importance of

having the right people in the office of the city council.

The time has come to have some new blood that reflects the real needs

of the residents of the city of Downey without any personal gain.

After carefully reviewing what the different candidates stand for, I

believe that Dr. S. A. Malek is most suited for the job at hand.

There are many challenges that are facing our city these days, and it is

my opinon that Dr. Malek has adequately outlined some of these chal-

lenges and has come up with useful and intelligent ideas to create solutions

and implement some very necessary and yet practical changes.

It is to her honor that Dr. Malek has devoted her own time, effort and

money to run for this office, having not received any financial contribu-

tion to her campaign.

As many might agree with me, this is not a time for career politicians,

but rather for concerned long-time citizens to get involved in the welfare

of our community. What we need is a real person, with real and practical

ideas that will benefit all the citizens of Downey for a long time to come.

Dr. Malek, whom I personally know to be a person of integrity, with

an honest sense of community, will do an awesome job in representing the

citizens of our beloved town.

— Dr. John Kaddis,

Downey

Endorsement for Marquez
Dear Editor:

As a Warren High School graduate and a Downey resident, I am sup-

porting Luis Marquez for District 5 because I feel that he has the experi-

ence necessary to make sure that there is actual accountability in the city. 

Luis has over a decade of experience working in local government and

knows first-hand what works and what does not. I am confident that Luis

will draw on his breadth of knowledge and work tirelessly to ensure

Downey remains the fiscally sound city that has made it an example

throughout the southeast.

I have had the opportunity to work with Luis on a number of projects for

the cities we mutually serve in our official capacities. I know that Luis is not

running for Downey City Council for anything other than his calling for

public service. Luis does not even plan on taking his City Council stipend.

Please vote for Luis Marquez for Downey City Council on Nov. 4.

— Daisy Pizana,

Downey

A Rays fan
Dear Editor:

A message to Ellie and Mike Longoria (parents of major league base-

ball player Evan Longoria): Congratulations on being the parents of that

“one in a million!”

You were the parents that, like all of us, thought that their kid was

going to make it to the big leagues. And in your case, it happened!

On behalf of all your past and present friends and acquaintances, that

you have met on the Downey Little League baseball fields, the DJAA, all

the patients you’ve loved and cared for while working for CareMore, the

parents, faculty and students at St. John Bosco, all your co-workers, and

behalf of all the residents of Downey...we congratulate you, your family,

and of course, Evan.

We will be rooting for him and his team, the Tampa Bay Rays, in the

World Series.

It is such a thrill to watch him play, and even among all the media

attention surrounding Evan, see him manage it all with humor, confidence,

and humility. Again, a tribute to you as his parents and how you raised

Evan and your other children.

Congratulations, good luck, and go Rays!

— Alicia Wheeler,

Downey

The Walk the Talk Against Child Abuse event held Oct. 4 was success-

ful, organizers said. The fundraiser was held at Downey Memorial

Christian Church and featured a community bake-off and pie-eating

contest for men. The event was organized by Shirley Johnson.

Williams Elementary School celebrated National Character Counts

Week with festivities throughout the month of October. Mario

Persico, a real estate agent and alum of Williams Elementary, donat-

ed inspirational Character Counts incentives and prizes, including

bracelets for all students, necklaces for students “Caught With

Character,” and money for instructional supplies for the class with

100 percent participation. Persico is shown with teachers Mrs. Weyers

and Mrs. Allison Israwi, and Williams Elementary students Lauren

Martinez, Melissa Chavez, Mallory Noor, and Nancy Diaz.

Downey Girl Scout Troop 378 celebrated the 100th birthday of

Ellsworth “Al” Hazzard on Oct. 9.



BY MARY FORNEY, STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY - When second

grade teacher Ray Friedrich want-

ed to start a band and percussion

club in 2003, he had no idea the

concept would soar. At the time, he

was only thinking about the chil-

dren and the lack of a music pro-

gram at Rio San Gabriel

Elementary School.

Offering to teach musically-

inquisitive children during his off-

duty time and without pay,

Friedrich, 38, started giving les-

sons to a handful of students before

and after school.  

Learning how to sing, play the

guitar and drums, the children

began performing at school events

and at Apollo Park. The popularity

of the Strum & Drum Club grew

and Friedrich found himself having

to draw names from more than 150

applicants every year.

“I just didn’t have the equip-

ment or room for all of them,”

Friedrich said.

This year, the Strum & Drum

Club came to a halt. The musical

instruments are gone, and there are

no singing and playing children at

Rio San Gabriel. There is no Strum

& Drum Club this year because the

club’s equipment was stolen when

Friedrich’s classroom was broken

into twice during a two week peri-

od in August.

Friedrich and the children have

been devastated.

“I bought some of the equip-

ment with my own money and

received two Mary Stauffer

grants,” Friedrich said. “They even

took my first guitar that I learned

on growing up.”

The stolen equipment included

a Fender Stratocaster MIM electric

School thefts force closure 

of student music program

Bob Rysavy belonged

to YMCA, Kiwanis
DOWNEY – Bob Rysavy, a former longtime

resident of Downey, died Oct. 7 in Bermuda Dunes,

Calif.

Rysavy was born March 25, 1930 in Kansas

City, Mo. He was the first student body president at

Bell Gardens High School, and played two seasons

of baseball in the Boston Braves farm system. A

knee injury forced his early retirement from base-

ball.

He met and married Barbara Miller, and togeth-

er they had three sons. The family moved to

Downey in 1960, and all the boys went through Downey schools and grad-

uated from Warren High School.

Rysavy was a Downey Little League coach for 21 years, and coached

Gray Y for nine years. He was a member of the Los Amigos Kiwanis and

YMCA for more than 30 years.

Rysavy operated his company, Automated Valve Systems, located on

Washburn Road in Downey, for more than 25 years before retiring to the

desert area in 2002.

He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Barbara; sons Craig of San

Clemente, Kevin of Cypress, and Kyle of Downey; and six grandchildren.

The family is currently planning a memorial tribute in Rysavy’s honor.

Members of the Strum and Drum Club perform at a Rio San Gabriel Elementary School event. Photo cour-
tesy of Ray Friedrich

guitar, a Les Paul Jr. electric guitar,

two six-string acoustic guitars, a

bass guitar, a public announcement

system with speakers and stands,

and a turn table.

“This had to be multiple people

because one person couldn’t carry

out the P.A. system and get it over

the fence which is what they would

have to do,” Friedrich said. “The

children are sad because they enjoy

the club, but I would like to get

some sort of security in the class-

room because I don’t want it hap-

pening again.”

The perpetrators gained access

to Friedrich’s classroom by break-

ing a window.

Raul and Marylou Aldaco are

parents who hope members of the

community will come forward to

help replace the club’s equipment.

Their sons Todd, age 12, and

Jarred, age 10, were Strum & Drum

participants with Todd starting out

in third grade. Jarred began in first

grade and was looking forward to

participating in the club again this

year.

“Our sons registered in the

Battle of the Bands last year – that

shows how much he helped them

with their desires to grow and learn

musical skills,” Raul said.

Donations to help replace the

Strum & Drum Club’s equipment

will be accepted at the Rio San

Gabriel Elementary School’s

Parent-Teacher Association talent

show Nov. 6 from 6-8 p.m. For

more information about donating

to the Strum & Drum Club, call

Ray Friedrich at (562) 904-3567.

Services tomorrow

for James Kenney
DOWNEY – James (Jim) LeRoy Kenney died

in his home Oct. 19 after a short illness. He was 67.

A Downey resident for 35 years, James was a

meat manager at Albertson’s and also worked at

Beach’s Market.

James is survived by his wife of 29 years,

Rosemary; son Steven Kenney; daughters Laura

Sean Clark and Cynthia Wright; and grandchildren

Rebecca, Samantha, James, Briana, and John. He

was preceded in death by his daughter Dawn Marie

Wright Lynch.

Services will be held Saturday at 11 a.m. at Rose Hills Memorial

Chapel.

Services for Maria Haas set
DOWNEY – A memorial mass for Maria Haas, who passed away

Sept. 6, will be held Wednesday at 1 p.m. at the Rainbow Chapel at Rose

Hills.

The chapel is located off Workman Mill Road, in gate 17.

Workshop educating tenants on rights
DOWNEY – The city of Downey and the Fair Housing Foundation are

conducting a joint tenant workshop Nov. 25 at the Downey City Library.

The workshop will review fair housing laws, leases and notices, rules

and regulations, foreclosure issues, discriminatory rules, occupancy stan-

dards, late fees, security deposits, habitability issues, and more.

There will also be an opportunity to ask questions.

The workshop starts at 4 p.m. Guests who RSVP will receive a com-

plimentary workbook. RSVP by calling (800) 446-3247, ext. 1104.



TAX PROBLEMS?

Income Tax

Enrolled Agent admitted to

Practice before the IRS.

We Can Help!

www.TaxTime415.com

(562) 803-3569

ARMAS PATCHING

& RESTUCCO

Exterior & interior plaster

patching, matching all stucco

textures. Very clean. 25 years

exp. No patch too small. Free

estimates. Ask for Ray Armas

Lic# 882779

(562) 923-8227

MACHADO

CONSTRUCTION CO.

Room additions, roofing,

kitchen and bath remodeling,

window replacement, paint.

Senior discount. Lic#574972

(562) 803-8630

(323) 294-8745

DEBT TROUBLES?

www.Bankruptcyquick.com 

Federally Designated Debt

Relief Agency

Law Office of

Michael Bourdaa.

(562) 622-0820

SUPERB PAINTING

Exterior, Interior, senior dis-

counts, references, depend-

able & reliable. Free esti-

mates. Lic. #634063. Wayne.

(562) 863-5478

SERVICES

DOWNEY TOWN-

HOUSE STYLE

2 story, 2 bed, 1 1/2 bath apt.,

stove, dishwasher, central air,

washer/dryer hookups, verti-

cals, 2 single car garages

w/remotes. REDECORAT-

ED/ No pets,  no Sec. 8 pro-

gram, no smoking terms.

EXCELLENT credit history

required. $1,550 mo. +

$1,000 sec. dep.

(714) 637-3110

1 PERSON STUDIO

$800, quiet S. Downey loca-

tion, util. pd.

(562) 634-2002

FOR RENT

DOWNEY

MUSIC CENTER

Affordable music lessons.

Most instruments. Special

buy 3 lessons get 1 free..

8323 Firestone Blvd., Dwy.

(562) 869-4500

LESSONS

NEED CARING LADY

To care for senior and drive.

(626) 333-5761

HELP WANTED

DOWNEY ONLY 1

LEFT @ $960

SPACIOUS 1 BED

Also 2 beds only $1,040,

pool, A/C, water/trash pd. Nr.

shopping, schools & bus. 105,

710, 605 Fwys.

Call (562) 923-8400

3 BED HOUSE

Bellflower $1,795, garage,

A/C, fenced yard.

(562) 867-4710

DOWNEY HOME

Large 3 bed, 2 bath, central

A/C, F/P, D/W & stove. Large

tiled kitchen & dining area.

No pets, no Sec. 8, water/

trash & gardner pd. $2,450.

(562) 949-3372

FOR RENT

IDEAL NO. DOWNEY

OFFICE SPACE

Approx 600 sq. ft. $900 mo.

Utilities & Janitorial Paid

(562) 533-2108

OFFICE FOR LEASE

TWIN ROLLAWAY BED

Like new, $75.

Cable-Ready TV, $75

Call (562) 923-9949

FOR SALE

BELL GARDENS

BG Class of ‘68, by Tony

Reich, now available online

at iUniverse or Barnes &

Noble.

BOOKS

SALVATION ARMY

Needs Bell Ringers for

Downey area, people friend-

ly a MUST.

(323) 587-4221

BALLOON DECORA-

TORS NEEDED

Commission paid on proj-

ects completed.

(562) 869-2921

NOTARY NEEDED

Part-time traveling, commis-

sion only.

(562) 622-0208

GREAT P/T JOB

Commercial Printing Co.

Telemarketer wanted. City

of Commerce Area.

(323) 246-4640 Attn. Erne

EMPLOYMENT

SAT. 25TH, 8AM - 3PM

Tools, household. items,

clothes, furniture.

10438 Chaney

GARAGE SALE

FIX THOSE BROKEN

BLINDS

Drapery Rods, Est No Charge

Dave (562) 505-0652

HONEST HANDYMAN

Painting, plumbing, electri-

cal, carpentry.

Call Jim (562) 869-0741

FULL SERVICE

PLUMBING

Licensed, bonded & insured,

24/7, senior discount

McKinnon & Sons

Plumbing of Downey

(562) 904-3616

ACTION PAINTING &

CONSTRUCTION

Painting, remodel, interior &

exterior. Lic. 456722. Call

Steve Kennedy

(562) 928-7680

(562) 441-6509

NICHOLAS

RODRIGUEZ

GARDEN SERVICE

Mowing, aerating, winter

grass service $40.

Lic. 214833

(562) 861-5866

(562) 712-1838

M.R. CONSTRUCTION

Your Home Improvement

Specialist. $40 an hour plus

materials. Lic.# 849697

(310) 502-9554

CARPET 4 U

Nylon Carpet w/Pad

installed: $1.65 sq. ft. Vinyl

Floor installed $2.45 sq. ft.

(562) 866-2195

Showroom at 9303 Alondra

Blvd. in Bellflower

MIKE

THE ELECTRICIAN

Recessed lighting, remodel

home and office, service

upgrade 120-600 volts. FREE

NO OBLIGATION ESTI-

MATE. Lic. #829705

(562) 861-4266

SERVICES

DOWNEY APTS.

Very quiet bldg., 1 bed $925,

2 bed, 2 bath $1,200. Elec.

stove, A/C, ceiling fans, no

pets, pool, covered parking,

new paint & new carpet.

(562) 776-8494

N.E. DOWNEY HOME

3 bed, 2 bath, formal dining

rm., family kitchen, 2 det.

gar., bonus rm., 10,000 sq. ft.

lot, completely remodeled

$2,900 mo.

(562) 900-4531

SUPER NICE

Dwy. 2 bed home (dup.) com-

pletely remodeled, gar., great

area $1,400 + sec. Ready 11-

1, Call to see. Hablo Español

(562) 529-2700

DOWNEY ONLY 1

LEFT @ $995

LARGE 1 BED

Walk-in closets, A/C,

water/trash pd. Nr. mall, high,

middle, elementry schools,

bus.

(562) 869-2919

2 BED, 2 BATH DUPLEX

Downey carpet, blinds, no

pets $1,250 + security.

(562) 923-2400

UNFURNISHED

BACHELOR APT.

No pets, no smoking, utilities

pd. $675 mo.

(562) 927-3997

APTS. FOR RENT

2 BR, 1-1 3/4 B $1,100 -

$1,350, 1 BR deluxe $935 -

Broker.

(562) 862-SELL (7355)

NORTH DOWNEY

“Charming - Move in

Condition” 2 bed, 1 bath, 1

car garage, washer/dryer

hookups. Walk to downtown

Downey. Close to schools,

shopping, restaurants &

movie theater $1,575 per. mo.

8131 7th St.

Agt. Tamara (562) 690-7355

FOR RENT



BY HENRY VENERACION, STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY — The Board of the Downey Unified School District

heard several presentations at  its regular meeting last week.

It first heard Griffiths Middle School principal Gregg Stapp present

Kysha Green as DUSD’s selection to receive Downey Metropolitan Lodge

No. 352 honors as “Masonic Teacher of the Year.”

Stapp characterized her as “creative, enthusiastic, [and possessing]

boundless cheerfulness and energy.” “The words ‘above and beyond’ typ-

ify Kysha,” he said, adding that she works well with her students’ families

to “provide the best education at home and at school.” 

“She gives her all,” he said.

Stapp also honored Griffiths’ English Department Professional

Learning Community (PLC) in the area of student achievement, as its 8th

graders gained an 11-point spike in their test scores, and described it as the

“highest 8th grade score ever attained in the district.” 

Lewis Elementary principal Robin Martin also honored Lewis’ 2nd

grade PLC in the area of student achievement. Martin said the team’s

“commitment to continuous improvement, their focus on learning and

results, and collectively inquiring into ‘best practices’ and ‘current reality’

are actually the characteristics of an effective Learning Community. They

really did an outstanding job.”

Composing the 2nd grade team were: Judy Yee, Deena Eichen, Patti

Flynn, Cindy Johnson, Stacie Charlton, Amy Silva, Jennifer Teague, and

Cheryl McCollough, team leader.

Warren High School’s Special Education Department PLC was simi-

larly honored. Subbing for WHS principal John Harris, Kerrie Weiglin

said the six ladies who formed Warren High’s special CAHSEE interven-

tion team (Kelli Acosta, Emily Emanuel, Ana Macias, Jeannette Preece,

Connie Quintero and Cari White) did a superb job that eventually enabled

all the special education seniors (numbering 21 in all) under their tutelage

to earn their high school diplomas.

The one-on-one partnerships that were developed with the students,

along with the team’s professionalism and dedication, were cited as the

main reasons for the “incredible” development.

Meanwhile, the Board also was apprised of the district’s Emergency

Preparedness Plan, presented by Dr. Robert Jagielski, director of Pupil

Services.

In view of the numerous potential disasters that may put DUSD at risk

(e.g., earthquakes, fires, contaminated water supply, etc.), Jagielski briefly

enumerated the safety measures that have all been put in place.    

These include: a comprehensive school safety plan for every school;

lockdown procedures; annual district-wide disaster drills; regular fire and

earthquake drills; monthly meetings with the Downey Police Department,

as well as regular meetings with Downey Fire; co-administration meet-

ings’ focus on safety; enhanced communication with city, police and fire

officials; crisis intervention teams; availability of counselors; access to

multiple agencies for assistance; partnership with TLC Family Resource

Center; and a fail-safe internal communication system..

Outstanding teacher, teaching staffs

honored by DUSD board  
“It is to be hoped that none of these things are ever put to the test,” he

said.       

In other action, the Board:

•Accepted with gratitude a cash donation of $30,000 from the Mary R.

Stauffer Foundation, in support of the district-sponsored Character Counts

program; other cash donations from Robin Martin (for the TLC Family

Resource Center) and Jaime A. Varela (for instructional and classroom use

at Lewis Elementary School); and donations in kind from Unisource (for

classroom use also at Lewis Elementary), from Beth Corrin (for Adaptive

Physical Education use), as well as 48 cases of bottled water from Coca-

Cola Bottling Company and 20 cases of bottled water from Juan and

Shane Rios, for student use during the water contamination crisis;

•Authorized the payment of expenses for convention and conference

attendance;

•Ratified the 2008-09 school year General Agreements with Autism

Behavior Consultants, Gallagher Pediatric Therapy, Speech and Language

Development Center, and Vista School (these agreements are available for

public review upon request);

•Ratified the payments for special education placements; 

•Ratified a couple of settlement agreements, one for $9,000 and the

other for $6,000;

•Ratified purchase orders by the Purchasing Department; 

•Ratified the issuance of payroll orders for hourly, overtime, Civic

Center work performed by classified personnel, Adult School, and Food

Services through September 2008; 

•Ratified B warrants; 

•Ratified the School Safety Police Program agreement with CSU-Long

Beach with the city of Downey, through June 19, 2009;

•Ratified the Student Field Placement agreement with CSU-Long

Beach for the 2008-09 school year; 

•Ratified the Student Teaching agreement with the University of

Phoenix, effective Sept. 2, 2008; 

•Ratified the contract for consultant services related to the California

Storm Water, California School Monitoring Group (CSMB), with Los

Angeles County Office of Education, effective July 1, 2008-Aug. 31.

2009;

•Ratified the contract for 2008-09 participation in marine education

programs, science and conservation education with Los Angeles County

Office of Education, effective Sept. 1, 2008 through Aug. 31, 2009;

•Accepted the Quarterly Uniform Complaint report summary;

•Accepted and approved the use of the Glendale Unified School

District bid (on a piggyback basis) with Palmer Hamilton, LLC, for school

furnishings, office furnishings and accessories on an as needed basis, to

fill orders for cafeteria furniture with the same advantages, terms and con-

ditions;

•Awarded a bid for electrical equipment and supplies as needed to

AAA Electrical Supply, Inc. of Montebello and to B&K Electric

Wholesale of Downey, in the estimated annual amount of $500,000 with

options to renew for two additional years, to be charged to Maintenance,

Deferred Maintenance, and/or Bond Funds; 

•Approved the change orders with various vendors for the Warren

High School new library, classroom building and modernization projects,

as well as for its cafeteria (modernization Portion 2) project; and for the

Downey High School new classroom “Building B” construction; 

•Accepted as complete electrical, roofing, fencing, and concrete work

performed by various contractors; 

•Approved the adjustments of the 2008-09 General Fund, Adult

Education Fund, Adult School Fund, Cafeteria Fund, and School Facilities

Fund budgets, to reflect increases/decreases in their balances as the case

may be;

•Approved the transfer of the maximum allowable amount of 15 per-

cent of Block Grant monies into other eligible categorical programs for the

2008-09 fiscal year;

•Approved routine Personnel items until subsequent action is taken by

the Board of Education; 

•Authorized the services of teachers, assigned a subject area not listed

on their teaching credentials for the 2008-09 school year, pursuant to the

applicable sections of the Education Code and Title 5’s; 

•Ratified the abolishment of certain positions attached to different

schools, as well as the establishment of new ones attached to different

schools and to Special Education; 

•Reviewed the proposed revisions to BP 5211, “Employment”;

•Reviewed the proposed deletion of BP 5238 and AR 5238,

“Employee’s Suggestion Plan”; 

•Reviewed the proposed revisions (mainly for clarification purposes)

to BP 7310 and AR 7310, “Conventions and Conference Attendance”;

•Reviewed the proposed revisions to BP9262 and AR 9262,

“Complaints or Charges Against Employees”;

•Adopted Resolution No. 200809-03 on “Temporary Interfund Cash

Transfers”;

•Adopted Resolution No. 200809-04 in support of “Character Counts

Week,” Oct. 19-25;

•After an open hearing, appointed John Kennedy to the Personnel

Commission for a three-year term ending Nov. 30, 2011; 

•Received and approved the annual report of Developer Fees for

FY2007-08; 

•Approved the use of the Single Budget Option, which requires that the

district’s final budget for the 2009-10 fiscal year be adopted at an adver-

tised public hearing by July 1, 2009 (DUSD has been successfully using

the Single Budget Option ever since the option became available); 

•Approved the Memorandum of Understanding to correct Article XX

of the contract between DUSD and Downey Education Association

regarding the attainment of permanent status by an Adult School teacher;

•Approved the Memorandum of Understanding with the California

School Employees Association, Ch. 248, to temporarily suspend Article V,

“Renegotiations,” due state budget uncertainties, and another to effect an

addendum to Article X11 on “Transfer/Involuntary Transfer”; 

•Approved waivers for a number of student petitions (200708-CAH-

SEE-017 through 025); and

•Endorsed the actions taken by the Superintendent on student cases.

The next regular meeting of the Board will be held at 5 p.m. on

Tuesday, Nov. 18 at the Gallegos Administration Center, 11627

Brookshire Ave.



BY MIKE BAUMANN, 

DOWNEY YOUTH FOOTBALL

DOWNEY – With two games

left before the Pacific Coast

Conference playoffs begin,

Downey Razorback tackle teams

had a chance to enhance their seed-

ing in the conference standings.

Unfortunately, all but one team lost

their contest last Saturday. 

But based upon their previous

league wins, all of the Razorbacks

will probably make the postseason

schedule.  The final regular season

games are tomorrow at Downey

High School and begin at 8 a.m.

The four flag Razorback teams,

(Red, White, Blue and Gray) have

shown that they are learning the

game and are well on their way to

becoming competitive Razorback

football players in future years.

The flag teams are home Saturday,

playing teams from Palos Verde

Razorbacks limp into playoffs
� Razorbacks struggled
last week, but playoffs
should be in their future.

and Montebello. Flag games begin

at 8 a.m. tomorrow at Downey

High School.

The lone victorious Razorback

tackle team, MityMite Red, domi-

nated West L.A., posting a 28-6

victory over the Eagles. Jordan

Mayes scored four touchdowns for

the Hogs in their explosive offen-

sive showing. He had strong sup-

port from his offensive line of

Sergio Sanchez, Isaac Garcia,

Dominic Urritia, and Brian

Prescott. 

MityMite Red’s defensive line

– notably Sammy Sanchez,

Matthew Gomez, and Julian

Velasquez – stopped the Eagles

repeatedly, allowing only the one

score. MityMite Red has a remote

chance to make the conference

playoffs, and must win this week

while getting help from others.

MityMite Red plays at El Segundo

tomorrow.

MityMite White (5-2, 3-1) and

the Jr. PeeWee Razorbacks (3-4, 2-

1) have clinched at least a No. 3

seed in the conference playoffs

after losing to Lakewood and

Lynwood, respectively. White

plays the Long Beach Warriors at 8

a.m. and the Jr. PeeWee’s play at

noon.

The PeeWee (5-1, 3-0) suffered

their first lost this season against

the undefeated Palos Verde

Cowboys. The loss did not affect

the Hogs No. 1 seeding in their

conference but did make it clear

that to go very far in the playoffs

they must be prepared to play with

a lot more effort and toughness.

Montebello is visiting at 2 p.m.

tomorrow.

Jr. Midget Razorbacks (4-3, 2-

0) lost a non-league game to the

Lakewood Longhorns. The loss did

not harm their No. 1 seeding in the

playoffs. The Long Beach Warriors

are their next opponent. Their

home game starts at 4 p.m.

The Midget Razorbacks (5-2,

2-0) lost to the Lakewood Titans.

The Midgets have locked up a No.

2 seed in the playoffs, and are

home to the Long Beach Warriors

at 6 p.m.

BY SCOTT COBOS, 

STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY – Very simply put,

the time to strike is now in the San

Gabriel Valley League. There are at

least two great teams in the divi-

sion and four very good teams

looking to steal the crown away

from the Dominguez Dons. But

alas, it will be the Dominguez

Dons who outlast the rest.

Why outlast and not dominate

like they have for the past few

years in the division? Here’s some-

thing to think about. The Dons

started this year 0-6. That record

includes their first league game

versus Gahr High School. 

They lost their head coach,

Cornell Ward, as well. He says he

quit because he was having diffi-

culty commuting from an addition-

al job he has as a youth minister.

“I was just doing the kids a dis-

service,” he said to the Los Angeles
Times after a fourth consecutive

loss to start the season.

Besides the obvious turmoil on

the exterior, you need to under-

stand that the Dons still have some

of the best talent in the area and

have been playing some very elite

teams in the state, not to mention

the country.

As one head coach said, until

someone knocks them off the top,

they’re still the team to beat.

Second place will go to the

Gahr Gladiators. Just a few years

ago, this team was one of the worst

in the division. There were a few

years where they didn’t win a sin-

gle game in SGVL play, but with a

new philosophy, they’re chopping

down very good teams.

What is that philosophy?

Throw the football. Throw it every-

where and anywhere. Just let it fly. 

And they do it with great suc-

cess. Part of it has to be the superb

athletes they have suiting up and

catching one of the most prolific

quarterbacks in quite sometime

Corey Nielsen’s passes.

Nielsen, a senior this year, led

all passers in yards, touchdown

League preview: Dominguez

still the team to beat
� Dominguez is No. 1, but
Warren may prove a threat.

passes and completion percentage

in the SGVL 2007 season.

Through the first five games,

Nielsen already has over 1,500

yards in the air with 18 touch-

downs. And now that he helped

beat Dominguez, there’s no reason

he won’t completely blow away the

rest of the league.

Third place but popular sleeper

pick of this year has to go to the

Warren Bears. Boosters and other

spectators were whispering

thoughts of a league championship

this year and they have every right

to be.

First year head coach Chris

Benadom has taken over the reigns

flawlessly from one of the most

successful coaches in Warren foot-

ball history, Jeff Welch.

Benadom has his team firing on

all cylinders and winning games by

large amounts. It doesn’t hurt that

he has one of the more dynamic

duos in running back Jesse Callier

and receiver Bailey Cowins.

These two are huge playmakers

for the Bears and can explode dur-

ing games without warning. Callier

who will impact the game more

than Cowins because he’ll get

more touches throughout the sea-

son rushed for over 1,000 yards last

year.

He said 1,000 yards was great,

but why not 2,000? He’s more than

on his way so far, already having a

few games with over 100 yards

rushing. Just last week, Callier had

his most dominating performance,

rushing for over 300 yards against

Lynwood’s pretty good defense.

The scariest thing about this

team echoes in every one of

Benadom’s quotes. He constantly

refers to his team as the young

Bears. He’s right. They are young. 

Callier and Cowins are both jun-

iors, his quarterback is a sopho-

more and most of his linemen will

be returning next year. The most

appropriate question is not how

good are they, it’s how good can

they be?

Downey High School can fin-

ish in fourth place if everything

head coach Will Capps has said

comes true.

From the ashes of a very rough

2007 campaign, comes a more bal-

anced offense and a very athletic

defense.

According to Capps, last year

was a transition year to help the

kids feel their way around his sys-

tem. Now that a year has passed,

Capps believes his system is now

in place and will translate into

more wins.

Downey does prove to be enig-

matic at times. Warren was beat up

by Santa Fe earlier this year, but

the Vikings came close to pulling

an upset. At the same time, the

Vikings were run over by Millikan

this year, a team they scored over

40 points on in 2007.

The team looks to the senior

leadership of running back

Jeremiah Higgins who last year

went down with an unfortunate

injury in the Downey/Warren

game.

He wanted to bounce back this

year and show what he has in his

final season with the Vikings but

had a slow start due to a couple

more less serious injuries. 

If Higgins can get it going,

heads will start turning and the

Vikings can surprise a few teams

and possibly bring back glimpses

of just a couple seasons before.

The Lynwood Knights are in

danger of surprising themselves by

finishing in fifth place this year.

After a 4-0-1 start in non-league

play, Warren ran all over a team

that has been said to be very quick

and athletic.

It’s still unknown what hap-

pened to that pre-league schedule

team that was shutting everyone

down and winning games. The

Knights didn’t play any pushover

teams in their first five games. It

makes you wonder what happened

against Warren.

Like a pesky brother, the

Paramount Pirates will stay in the

basement for another year but beat

up on teams along the way. It’s

interesting to watch a team that

constantly has a “we might not beat

them, but lets make them hurt any-

way” type attitude.

BY SCOTT COBOS, STAFF WRITER

DOWNEY – Jesse Callier ran

the ball 48 times for 340 yards and

four touchdowns in Warren High

School’s shootout win, 41-28, over

the visiting Lynwood Knights

Friday night.

Callier’s career night helped

the Bears get past a quick Lynwood

defense that had early success this

year in holding opponents down

offensively. 

“Whoever had the ball at the

end of the game was going to win,”

said Warren head coach Chris

Benadom.

Callier runs for a career night
Warren’s Bailey Cowins at the

end of the game came up with a

key interception to seal the deal for

the Bears.

Cowins also had four recep-

tions for 73 yards and a touchdown

hooking up with quarterback Sam

Bettencourt.

With the win, the Bears come

sprinting out of the gates in San

Gabriel Valley League play starting

1-0, and 4-2 overall.

The Bears will be visiting the

Paramount Pirates tonight at

Paramount High School. Game

time is 7 p.m.

Downey

Downey head coach Will

Capps said his defense would be

the best part of his team this year

and it really showed in their 24-6

win over the Paramount Pirates

Friday night.

Downey quarterback Steven

Cervantes was all over the field

rushing for 26 yards and complet-

ing 11 of 21 passes for 131 yards

and a rushing touchdown.

Running back Jeremiah

Higgins had a return to form with

nine rushing attempts for 90 yards

and a touchdown.
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