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School Board President Nancy Swenson
gives campus updates
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NEWS
Los Padrinos Juvenile Hall ordered to
remain open by state regulators

SEE PAGE 3

Planning Commission declines
to support condo development

= A developer’s plan to
replace a church with 33
condos hit a roadblock
Wednesday.

By Alex Dominguez
Staff Writer

DOWNEY - A
controversial housing project
that has frustrated neighbors in
the Treasure Island community
of Downey failed to get a
passing vote from the Planning
Wednesday

Commission

night.

The Planning Commission
2-2
(Commissioner Mario Guerra

came to a vote
was absent) to recommend
that the City Council adopt
zone changes, a site plan and
a tentative tract map that
would have brought a 33-
unit condominium project on
Downey’s west limits at 7360

Foster Bridge Rd.
Chair Uva and

Commissioner Louis Morales

Carrie

voted in opposition.

The property is currently
operated by a church that was
buile in 1959. The church
has since decided to move on
from the location and is in the
process of selling.

The 3-bedroom
would have been three stories
tall and buile
buildings. Each home would

condos

across four
have included a two-car garage
and either a private balcony or
patio.

The project called for two
driveways with the primary
located the

entrance on

moving and there is a proposal to fill the land with condos. Photo by Eric Pierce

northeast corner Of Foster

Bridge Road.
There had been some
suggestion  whether  fewer

units could be built. However,
this was shot down by the
the
33-units were required to make
the project financially feasible.

Neighborhood

many of whom addressed the

developer, who said

residents,

Planning  Commission
Wednesday, opposed

the project, claiming it would

on
have

worsen traffic congestion on
Suva Street and eat into street
parking, while also impacting
safety and privacy. A report
the Planning

indicates the

written for

Commission

city of Bell Gardens, which
borders the project, “expressed
concern” over the development
as well.

The project also garnered
support, however, from several
Downey residents who argued
the project would beautify the
area, fill housing needs, and
offer opportunities to new
potential homeowners.

Still, neighbors suggested
that many of those in favor were
not truly of the neighborhood
and wouldn’t be directly
impacted.

One resident, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity,
said that the developer team
sent out a text message inviting

supporters to a dinner at La
Barca restaurant just hours
before the meeting, providing
the Downey Patriot with
screenshots of the message.

Elias

Saikaly, who voted in favor

Commissioner

of the project, acknowledged
many of the development’s
potential issues but said that
the project “would provide
homes for a lot of people”

“You have a house, you
have a beautiful home in the
Treasure Island; theyd like
to have a share of that, they'd
like to have a home in a nice
neighborhood,” said Saikaly.
“When you try to deny them
that, why? Because theres a

traffic issue? That’s not the
company’s problem, that is the
city’s problem. The parking?
That’s the
problem, that is the city’s

not company’s

problem.

“Is it going to add a little
bit of traffic to the streets? Yes,
it will. If this developer walks
away, somebody else is going to
replace them, and we’re going
to have the same problem
all over again. And it could
be worse, it could be having
apartment buildings.”

Uvasaid thatshe “struggled”

with the decision.

“We have a church that
wants to sell their property, and
theyhave everyrighttosell their
property and go on to another
adventure in another location
or whatever it is they want to
do. We have a developer that’s
willing to buy this property,
and they’re willing to build 33
units, and sell these units to
prospective homeowners; not
tenants, not anything else but
pure homeowners,” said Uva.
“Do I feel that this is what’s
best for this specific property?
Il probably not.
Thirty-three homes, no, I don’t
think that’s what’s best for this

property.
“But
buy this land, just like my

admit,

somebody  will
commissioners have said, and
somebody will develop it, so
we need to think about what is
that going to be? We're going
to be probably dealing with
the same issues with any other
future project.”

YMCA launches campaign to raise
$1 million from community

= Local leaders are turning to the
community to help fund a new
YMCA facility in Downey.

DOWNEY - The Kolar Family YMCA
- formerly the Downey Family YMCA -
has kicked off the community phase of its

capital campaign to raise $1 million towards
the final $6 million needed towards its $20

million goal.

Board chair Mauricio Nunez and capital
development chair Steve Roberson have
announced the leadership appointments
of this community phase, where everyone
in the community is invited to contribute

towards the new YMCA.

Eric Pierce is chairing the Community
Gifts phase with Jeremy Fitzl leading the
Major  Gifts/Chairs Roundtable (CRT)

Family Gifts will do so April 30. If you

are interested in volunteering and/or

contributing to the campaign, contact

danpowell@ymcala.org.
The new YMCA facility will feature

facilities,

multipurpose

pickleball courts, child activity center,
indoor pool, healthy lifestyle workout

space, newly-

renovated gymnasium, and men’s, women’s
and universal locker rooms.

Demolition of the current facility is slated

2026.

to take place later this year with construction
beginning in 2025 and opening targeted for

The Kolar Family YMCA continues to
serve youth in their summer day camp and

before- and after-school childcare programs,

section and Dorothy Pemberton leading the

Family Gifts/Teams section.

Major Gifts outreach has begun, and

while the all-volunteer Board of Managers
and community volunteers work on the

Capital Campaign to build a new facility.

-

From left: Jeremy Fitzl, Dorothy Pemberton, Steve Roberson,
Mauricio Nunez, and Eric Pierce. The group is spearheading
an effort to raise $1 million from the community for the new
Kolar Family YMCA in Downey.
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ON THIS DAY
1775:

Paul Revere, a renowned
silversmith, made a dramatic
ride on horseback to warn
Boston-area residents of an
imminent attack by British
troops.

1906:

A magnitude 7.9 earthquake
destroyed much of San
Francisco, bringing down
28,000 buildings and killing
about 3,000 people.

1945:

During the U.S. invasion of the
Japanese island of Okinawa

in World War Il, American war
correspondent Ernie Pyle was
killed on nearby le Shima
Island by Japanese gunfire.

1956:

Abandoning her Hollywood
career, actress Grace Kelly wed
Rainier lll, prince de Monaco, in
a civil ceremony.

1981:

The longest game in
professional baseball was held
when the Pawtucket Red Sox
tied the Rochester Red Wings,
2-2,in 32 innings; the game
was resumed June 23.

1987:

Aretha Franklin and George
Michael’s duet “I Knew You
Were Waiting (For Me)” hit #1
in the US, returning Franklin to
the top spot for the first time
since “Respect” in 1967; the
feat breaks the record for the
longest span between #1 hits.

1994:

Arsenio Hall announced he
would end his late-night TV talk
show.

1998:

With the first pick in the

NFL Draft, the Indianapolis
Colts selected Tennessee
quarterback Peyton Manning.

1999:

Ice hockey player Wayne
Gretzky, considered one of the
game’s greatest players, skated
in his last NHL game.

2012:

Radio personality and TV
producer Dick Clark died of a
heart attack at age 82.

BIRTHDAYS

Actor JAMES WOODS (77),
ventriloquist JEFF DUNHAM (62),
comedian and TV host CONAN
0’BRIEN (61), “Sabrina the
Teenage Witch” star MELISSA
JOAN HART (48), reality star
KOURTNEY KARDASHIAN (45) and
actress AMERICA FERRERA (40).
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A busy spring at Downey Unified

= EYES ON OUR
SCHOOLS: Spring
break notwithstanding,
Downey school
campuses are busy.

By Nancy Swenson
School Board President

Hi everyone! It’s April and
Downey Unified is already off
to a great start after a restful—
and slightly wet—Spring
Break. To kick things into
gear on our first day back, the
partially viewable solar eclipse
was fully enjoyed throughout
the district, with safe, eye
protection and eclipse-viewing
pinhole devices. It was an awe-
inspiring way to start the last
two months of the school year.

First off, congratulations
are in order for Old River
School Elementary! The
Gators came in Ist place in
our annual Dale Lostetter
Carnival of Champions
track meet. Talk about a
rainy day! That was the first
time anyone present could
remember it raining on this
special event since it all began
in 1962. Kudos to everyone
who picked up a blower or
squeegee to make the track
field playable. And to our
fourth and fifth-grade families
who hung in there until the
end: your support of our
nearly 400 student-athletes
was genuinely appreciated.

In March and April, our
elementary schools have
celebrated literacy by hosting
successful “Read Across

\Lup

America” events. This is when
“Guest Readers” from DUSD
and the City of Downey come
to campus to our elementary
classrooms. Whether readers
bringa book from home or
pick one from the school’s
library, students are always
excited to be read to. Asa
guest reader myself, I always
feel lucky if at the end of our
time together we can fit in

an impromptu Q&A with
questions like, “What is your
job?”, “What's your favorite
animal?” or “How old are
you?”.

I’ve also had the pleasure
of attending several Open
House events these past
months, where families come
back to campus and get to
see what their students have
been working on all year. I
must recognize, that with
the growth in classroom
technology, the presentations
by our students and teachers
have really evolved since I
began attending in 2006!

Our elementary classrooms
come alive during our family
visits with work displayed
around the room, anchor
charts for student support,
and fun videos set to music
with pictures of students
interacting in class throughout
the year. Student-generated
QR codes give families access
to see their students speaking
in front of the classroom using
their own devices. What a
valuable experience that will
help our young students’
presentation skills throughout

their school careers and
beyond! Even though there’s
alot of technology being
used, the students still put
pencil to paper, read a class
library book, and write on
the whiteboard. I appreciate
how our Downey Unified
teachers have blended the
digital and analog worlds to
give our students the best
opportunities as they go
forward in life.

Recently, it was an honor
to attend two events that
centered around our district’s
Gallup CliftonStrengths
initiative, which is an
assessment trusted by over 31
million people—including
Downey Unified and Fortune
500 companies—to empower
people to succeed! The first
event was the Professional
Growth Workshop for our
classified employees and the
second was the very first
Student Greatness Club
awards.

Almost all DUSD
employees and 210+
students have completed
the assessment, supported
by our very own Certified
CliftonStrengths Coach,
Anna Beth Fishman. This
program identifies your
positive strengths instead of
the negative, and can’t we all
benefit from more positive
reinforcement?

Lastly, a group of our
Board Members walked the
Warren High campus with
Principal Dr. Cari White to

see some of the exciting classes

. Presents

~

\

on campus! For example,
Engineering: Mechatronics
introduces students to
robotics, computer science,
electrical & mechanical
engineering principles. The
Computer Numerical Control
(CNC) machines we saw,
were being used by inquisitive
students learning about safety
before running these big, and
complex machines.

We also stopped in an
Early College class, taught
by Cerritos College faculty.
Early College, offered at
both Downey and Warren
high schools, allows enrolled
students to earn up to 46.5
CSU/UC-approved college
credits after four years in high
school. Incredible! Current
8th-grade students had the
opportunity to apply to the
Early College program this
spring to begin earning college
credit when they start high
school next year. For more
details on both high schools’
Early College programs, visit
web.dusd.net/early-college.

April Shout-outs

DHS Football’s Coach
Jack Williams received the
State’s CIF Model Coaching
Award

Elementary Education’s Dr.

Shannon received the ACSA
Regional Administrator of the
Year — Central Office Award

DHS’s Cheer Team won
Ist place at the U.S.A Spirit
Nationals

DHS Senior Christina
Osorio is the CIF State Girls

\ta InFant@
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Superintendent Dr. John Garcia, Board President Nancy
Swenson, and board members Giovanna Perez-Saab, D. Mark
Morris, Jose Rodriguez and Tyrone Conde.

Wrestling Champion

WHS’s Senior, Jessica
Brooks won the Grand
Golden Bear Award

WHS’s new student-run
podcast, “Hanging in Bear
Country” is available on
Spotify/YouTube, and tackles
mental health, relationships,

career paths, the TikTok ban,

and more. Check it out!

VEX Robotics teams from
Griffiths, Stauffer & Sussman
middle schools will compete
this month in the World

Championships in Dallas,
TX. Good luck!

FIRST Robotics teams
from DHS & WHS will
compete this month in the
World Championships in
Houston, TX. Go Striking
Vikings & Warbots!

Save the Dates:

4/20 - Sth Annual
Robolympics, WHS at 8:30

Saturday, April 27, 2024
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Aboss
Griffiths Middle School | 9633 Tweedy Lane, Downey, CA

e [ree event

¢ Open to all ages

® Ent.ert.ainment.

¢ Music

s food Trucks T
- Nound Talent Al

RSVP: MariachiMusicFestival.net

am
4/23 — Old River School
Community Night, 5 pm

4/25-27 & 5/2-4 - “In
the Heights? WHS Emerson
Theater, 7:30 pm

4/27 — Mariachi Festival,
Griffiths MS, 11 am

5/2 = Unsworth Open
House, 5 pm

5/10-11 - “Mean Girls,
High School Version”
Downey City Theater, 7 pm
(Fri) & 2 pm (Sat)

5/10 - Leap Open House,
Pace Education Center, 4 pm

I hope you are enjoying
these articles and updates.

Take the time to be
KIND,

Nancy A. Swenson

President, Downey Unified
Board of Education

.'r
X
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LLos Padrinos ordered to stay open

= State regulators ruled
Los Padrinos Juvenile
Hall is suitable to
continue housing youth
offenders.

By City News Service

DOWNEY - Los
Angeles County’s juvenile
detention system avoided a
major setback Thursday when
state regulators reversed an
carlier finding and found
that two county facilities are
again suitable to house youth

offenders.

The decision by the
California Board of State and
Community Corrections
averted a  potentially
disastrous closure of the
facilities -- Los Padrinos

Juvenile Hall in Downey and
the Barry J. Nidorf Secure
Youth Treatment Facility in

Sylmar.

The board ruled in
February that the two
facilities were “unsuitable”

to house youth detainees.
The BSCC'’s decision found
the Nidorf SYTF out of
with

compliance state

regulations pertaining  to
staffing levels, training, use
of force training, disciplinary
procedures and youth access

to programs and recreation.

Los Padrinos was found to
have significantly more issues,
with noncompliance found
in staffing levels, fire safety
plans, safety checks, room
confinement procedures, use
of force training, searches,
education programs, youth

and

recreation and disciplinary

access to programs

procedures.

After

scrambling

two months

of

operational

to make
changes,
including a reassignment
of many probation officers
out of field duty and into
both

facilities passed recent state

detention roles,
inspections,  leading  to
Thursday’s decision. Had the
board not reversed the earlier

finding, both

facilities would have been

“unsuitable”

forced to close by early next
week. The county had no
contingency plans in place
for housing the youth if the

ruling had stood.

“Under the Board of
Supervisors’ direction, the
Probation Department
has made great strides
addressing deficiencies

at facilities by increasing
and stabilizing staff levels,
providing hundreds of hours
of additional training, and
working closely with BSCC
staft to tighten procedures

and

Probation Department Chief

protocols”  county
Guillermo Viera Rosa said in
a statement. “While today’s
BSCC decision marks a
milestone in that effort, we
note the ongoing concerns
and acknowledge there’s still

much more to be done.

“The county remains fully

committed to transforming
its juvenile justice facilities
into thesafest, most nurturing
environments possible for
the youth committed to our
care”

Los Padrinos houses pre-
disposition youth detainees
awaiting resolution of their
court cases, while the Nidorf
SYTF facility holds post-
disposition youth offenders

who have already been
convicted.

The  county  hastily
reopened  Los  Padrinos
Juvenile Hall last year
and transferred all pre-

disposition youth to the
facility, moving them away
from Nidorf Hall in Sylmar
and Central Juvenile Hall in
Lincoln Heights, which were
both declared
and ordered to close by the
BSCC.

At that time, the BSCC
did not have jurisdiction over
the Nidorf Secure Youth
Treatment Facility for post-

unsuitable

disposition youth, but it was
granted that authority by the
state later in the year.

County Supervisor
Kathryn ~ Barger  hailed
Thursday’s  decision, but

noted that more needs to be
done to improve the juvenile
facilities.

“Today’s

finding is a testament to the

suitability

hard work that our county’s
Probation Department,

under new leadership, has

] "]"1"—_:_1—-
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Los Padrinos Juvenile Hall houses youth awaiting trial. Photo by Alex Dominguez

put in to improve the care
youth are receiving at two
challenging sites,” Barger said
“The work
is far from over, but we are

headed in the right direction.

in a statement.

“I will continue closely

tracking our  Probation

Department’s  focus  on
sustainingand enhancing this
progressandimplementation.
I fully support a continued
focus on staffing at the
appropriate levels -- this is
the heart of what will make
improvements  permanent.
Keeping the youth in our
care and staff safe is my top

priority for the department.”
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9304 Firestone Bivd., Downey, CA
562-381-2050 Text/Call
Dry Cleaning | Laundry | Alterations | Uniforms
@vipscleaners | #vipscleaners | /vipscleaners
www.vipscleaners.com
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Come in and check out
Sandwich . =
of the Day ;

Deals!

Hall Of Fame Market & Deli
10846 Downey Ave., Downey, CA 90241
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Spring into your new home!
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. Serving the Community Since 1960
State Licensed and Fully Insured
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[EVERVTEING I TREES

Residential * Commercial

(800) 695-5287

TREE SERVICE

TREESERVICE ~ TREE SERVICE

Removing « Stump Grinding

1

1

1

Trimming « Topping :
1

Apartments ¢ Condominiums :
1

(562) 923-8911

: Any Tree Service

1 Min. $200.00
Present coupon affer quofe

Call for a FREE Estimate

ADIAYIS F3HL

TREESERVICE  TREE SERVICE

/ Dine Local
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RESTAURANT / BAKERY / BAR

Downey
LandmarKk for

Voted Best
Breakfast in Town Served All Da

CHAMPAGNE
BRUNCH MENU

Best Bloody Mary’s West of New Orleans!
9518 E. Imperial Hwy., Downey, CA (562) 803-4004

Try Our New

Saturday & Sunday
7:00 am - 4:00 pm

The

Department

Probation
has

under fire for years over

been

the operation of juvenile
detention facilities.

During February’s BSCC
meeting, county Probation
Department Deputy Chief
Epps  pleaded
the agency’s case, insisting
improvements had  been
made to address all of the
board’s
and

instances the issue was one of

Kimberly

areas of concern,
claiming in  some

documentation, rather than

actual poor practices.

She conceded, however,
that there has been a long
history of shortcomings by
the agency, noting at one
point that “we understand
people are tired of seeing us”

before the BSCC.

“WC
bankrupt in credibility;” Epps

know we are
said at another point, but she
insisted that the department’s
new leadership is committed
to improvement and change.

Not long after it opened

last  year, Los Padrinos
was quickly plagued with
problems.  The  facility

experienced a pair of escapes,
although both detainees were
quickly re-apprehended.
In January, eight probation
officers were placed on leave
for a “significant incident”
The
Los Angeles Times reported

that the officers stood idly

involving  detainees.
g

by while a teen detainee was
beaten by a group of other

youths.
Several community
members who spoke at

February’s BSCC meeting
alleged that probation officers
would stage “gladiator fights”

among youth detainees.

“Every day a young person
is in the facility, they are in
danger,” one speaker told the
board.

One probation officer,
however, decried suggestions
that the staff is responsible
for issues at the facilities,
nothing that some of the
youth “are in there for some
heinous crimes,” including
murder. She said probation
officers in the facilities are
the ones “being spit on and

getting feces thrown at us.”

“I'm sick and tired of
everyone coming after us
when it’s our management

that’s the problem,” she said.

A

GKWINNER

BEST

[AS vEﬁAS ’

EESI IMPERSONATOR

DO blEY

BEST,

LAS UEEﬁS

BEST TRIE-UIE SHm‘l

BEST

l

DOWNI

8425 FIRESTONE BLVD, DOWNEY, CA
DowneyTheatre.org | (562) 861- 8211

SatliOtson. & Ned Mitts

AR RK

“NOTHING SHORT
OF ASTOUNDING”

WEDNESDAY., APRIL 24 - 8:00PM
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Friends of Downey Library
taking bids on silent auction

A collection of Calvin and Hobbes cartoons is among the
items being auctioned this month, with proceeds benefiting the
Downey City Library.

DOWNEY - The Friends of the Downey City Library hold
a silent auction fundraiser each month and bids close at 12 p.m.
on the last Saturday of the month. This month’s auction will close

on April 27.

In addition to in-person bids, the Friends also accept
telephonic bids at (562) 299-6790. Winner need not be present

to win. All proceeds pay for library programs and services.

1. Celtic Oracle Book and Cards: Use Ancient Folklore to
Foretell the Future, by Gerry Maguire Thompson. Druids
collected ancient lore on stars and constellations, rocks
and stones, trees and plants, birds and beasts, and used this
knowledge to rule their lives and to divine the future. Contains
an illustrated book and 36 beautifully designed cards featuring
trees and animals held sacred by the Celts. Minimum bid: $18

B
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11829 Downey Ave. * Downey, CA 90241 >
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2. Street Fighter Classic Volume 3: Psycho Crusher, by
Ken Siu-Chong; Illustrated by Jeffrey Chamba and Corey
Lewis. Presenting UDON’s classic Street Fighter comics in a
gorgeous, oversized hardcover. It’s all the pulse-pounding martial
arts action of the ultimate fighting game experience, presented
through spectacular anime-influenced artwork! Minimum bid:

$30

3. 'The Complete Calvin and Hobbes [Box Set], by Bill
Watterson. The entire body of Calvin and Hobbes cartoons
published in a truly noteworthy tribute. Composed of four
paperback color volumes in a sturdy slipcase, featuring all
the cartoons in this series that ever appeared in syndication.

Minimum bid: $60
4. Sothebys The Barry Halper Collection of Baseball

Memorabilia Boxed Set. This deluxe set of three volumes in
a slipcase includes more than a thousand photos of baseball
memorabilia sold at Sotheby’s. The finest, rarest mementos from
every era of baseball are individually described with a wealth of
anecdotes and historical information. Minimum bid: $35

5. The Marines, by Chris McNab. The United States
Marine Corps is responsible for conducting expeditionary and
amphibious operations through combined arms, implementing
its own infantry, artillery, aerial, and special operations forces.

This oversized book with padded cover makes a wonderful gift!
Minimum bid: $15

6. Curse of Strahd: Revamped Premium Edition
(Dungeons & Dragons Boxed Set). Bury yourself in Gothic
Horror in this premium edition boxed set adventure for the
world’s greatest roleplaying game. This set splits the adventure
into three parts: a softcover D&D adventure book with updated
content, a Creatures of Horror booklet detailing monsters and
NPCs appearing in the adventure, and a Tarokka Deck booklet.
Minimum bid: $65.00

7. Dungeons & Dragons Core Rulebooks Gift Set. Special
foil covers edition with slipcase, Player’s Handbook, Dungeon
Master’s Guide, Monster Manual, and DM screen. The absolute
perfect gift for the Dungeons & Dragons fans in your life or as a
treat for yourself Minimum bid: $80

8.  Drawing & Painting Fantasy Landscapes & Cityscapes,
by Rob Alexander. Interested in graphic novels and comic book
illustration? Here is guidance and inspiration to draw and paint
landscapes that evoke myths, legends, lost empires, dramatic
dreamscapes, and more. Easy-to-follow instructions and step-
by-step illustrations demonstrate techniques for rendering a wide
range of fantasy features. jects. A must-have universal reference

book! Minimum bid: $15

ATTORNEY

« HABLAMOS ESPANOL

ALEXIS SAAB

ATTORNEY AT LAW
10810 Paramount Blvd Suite 201
Y

Lorine Parks services
scheduled for May 11

DOWNEY - A celebration of life for Lorine Parks will
take place Saturday, May 11, from 1-2 pm at The Arc, 12049
Woodruff Ave.

Parks died Feb. 12 at age 92.

In lieu of flowers, her family requested donations to the
Downey Symphonic Society.

Anyone able to attend the service is asked to call Carrie Wylie
at (949) 637-3557 and leave a message if there is no answer.

Bacterial outbreak reported
at county animal shelter
In Downey

DOWNEY - New stray and owner-surrendered dogs are
being redirected from the Downey Animal Care Center to other
facilities in response to a bacterial outbreak, Los Angeles County
Department of Animal Care and Control announced Thursday.

The outbreak caused by the streptococcus zooepidemicus
bacterium poses a significant risk to dogs when multiple dogs
are housed in animal shelters or other behaviorally stressful
conditions, according to Don Belton, a public information
officer with the Los Angeles County Department of Animal
Care and Control.

The bacterium can lead to severe pneumonia
immunocompromised dogs, who can become ill very quickly
with few warning signs, Belton said. There is no vaccine against
streptococcus zooepidemicus.

in

New stray and owner-surrendered dogs are being redirected
to the department’s Baldwin Park and Carson/Gardena centers,
Bolton said.

The department and American Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals began swab testing of affected kennel areas
and deep cleaning efforts this week. Special attention has been
given to areas housing positive or symptomatic dogs, Belton said.

Dogs infected with streptococcus zooepidemicus are under
daily observation by veterinarians and registered veterinary
technicians. Symptomatic dogs are receiving antibiotics and any
necessary supportive care, Belton said.

All adopters, return to owner individuals and rescue
organizations will be counseled on potential exposure to
streptococcus zooepidemicus, Belton said. The Downey Animal
Care Center will continue to facilitate adoptions but interactions
with a potential new pet dog will be limited to one dog per visit
to avoid spread of the disease, Belton said.

Call Linda Larson
to include your ad in

“MDowney Patriot

Classified Section
Deadline is Wednesday
at 11:00 am
(562) 904-3668

Don't just reach for the pill bottle
or box, call Dr. Fox.

Jumpers - Slide Combos Downey Residents
Water Slides -Dunk Tanks Get 10% Off
Obstacle Courses  Coupon Code: downey |

I;: Carnival Games - Arcades

Tents - Tables/Chairs
Game Truck -Rock Wall
Margarita Machines
Mechanical Rides
Trackless Train
Fun Food Machines

(aE2) B4I-TT13

CindysJumpers.com

%E&R REASONABLE PRICES

Plumbing, Heating, Electrical
DRAIN CLEANING SERVICES :

Residential, Commercial, Experts
I LIC. #814113 C36 / LIC. #965519 C10

Cudahy, CA 90201

Erick Cell: 323.228.4500F€
562.450.7599

reasonableplumbing@sbcglobal.net

PIN ROOFING

Richard “Mr. Pin” Semones

<< !

New Roofs * Repairs * Tear-Offs |
General Roof Maintenance |

I

Bonded / Insured ¢ Lic# 758000

Call for a FREE Estimate
562.923.9242

I'_____@I'

* Free Termite Inspections
» Termite Damage Repairs
I * Fumigations I
and Local Treatments
| * Low Prices |
« Hablamos Espanol
| « Real Estate Services |
Bonded / Insured
I I

562-401-5000

10% off with this ad Serving Your Community_I

EXTERIOR MASTERS

I I
« All types of stucco
| « Paint & Plaster |
| « Sand Blasting |
| FREE ESTIMATES |
| (626)-235-8780 20 Years |
L exteriormastersolutions.com Experlence r
n - ——— - - - - - C .
| 'E—IEC&J(I‘JH AE(!EESAEE! ELEANOUT DGI;ISNEB jﬂ%ﬁnmﬁus II‘:E";:% |
NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS MONDAY-FR]DAY. YOUR FAVORITE PLUMBERS!
| WATER HEATERFLUSH.$99 't |
| TANKLESS SERVICE.......$195 |
MOST UNITS, ANNUAL SERVICE, FILTER
CLEANING & FLUSH
| ONSITE CONSULT...........FREE I
MNORMAL BUSINESS HOURS MONDAY-FRIDAY.
| DRAINS-REPIPES-REPAIRS 0l

L SENIOR DISCOUNTS-FREE ESTIMATES

R

| RENTALS

|| o 10900 Paramount Blvd. |
M-F 9am - 4pm Downey CA 90241 Comeinand

Sat9am - 2pm (562) 861-1616 sc.aeourhuge |
SunCLOSED  www.DowneyPartyRental.net ~ inventory!

f\ ELECTRICIAN SERVICES
I E * For all your electrical needs _:;.,
| % * 24/7 ELECTRICAL EMERGENCY  * =]
I

I

I

International $50 OFF . % I
5

I

Electrical First Time Customers
Automation Inc.

| CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

562-966-1943 m'“*“
T EILISINBE

I 35 Years of Experience INSURED & BONDED

ieaelectricians.com ¢ ieaelectricians@gmail.com  CSLB# C-10-1074691

Lic. #896712

ROOTER & PLUMBING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PLUMBING
« FREE ESTIMATES « RAPID RESPONSE « SENIOR DISCOUNTS |

+ Plumbing - Sewer - Water Heaters
« Hydro Jet Specialists « Drain Cleaning
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Homel ess people need more than a house

Throwing money at the homeless
crisis is meaningless without
wraparound services.

By Matthew Barnett

Matthew Barnett is co-founder of the Los Angeles Dream
Center and senior pastor of Angelus Temple.

In 2021, the City of Los Angeles announced that it
would dedicate over $S1 billion to provide much-needed
services and resources to its homeless population. L.A.
has consistently sought new ways to provide funds to
fight what has become one of the city’s most pressing
needs.

This included a quarter-percent sales tax, which
generates more than $350 million every year that
goes to a variety of initiatives. These include shelter
beds, temporary housing services and the creation of
affordable, permanent housing.

Yet despite all these innovative efforts, homelessness
continues to rise. In 2018, the number of homeless people
living in Los Angeles was 52,765. Last year, in 2023, that
number had risen to 75,518.

This isn’t something unique to L.A. Cities like
Portland, San Francisco and Seattle are all wrestling with
reversing this trend.

To be sure, this is a monumental challenge. But there
is hope.

There’s hope because a shift in thinking is starting
to take hold. Leaders are beginning to understand that
homelessness isn’t only a housing issue. Currently,
policymakers, NGOs and civic leaders are thinking of
other, less traditional solutions that support the whole
person and address all root causes of homelessness.

Those facing homelessness need more than just
housing to build an independent lifestyle and thrive. They
need community. They need mentors and friends. They
need the genuine love and support that we all need when
challenges come our way.

In short, they need to be treated like human beings.

Housing solutions can and should be part of the
response, but enduring change will only come when
paired with critical resources like job training, addiction
treatment and mental health services.

Because often, homelessness goes deeper than a lack
of shelter. It’s impacted by the way you grew up and the
situations you experienced. And it’s often an uphill battle
that requires a healthy physical, emotional and spiritual
well-being.

That’s the story a young woman named Sarah shared
with our team not long ago.

From ages 3 to 6, Sarah was molested by a close
family member. Throughout her childhood, her mother
struggled with drug addiction, and physically and verbally
abused Sarah as well.

Sarah told us how this trauma profoundly impacted
the way she saw herself and her relationships with
others. She said her painful childhood led to feeling
“worthless, disgusting, and abnormal about myself,
along with feelings of rejection and inadequacy due to my
mom’s behavior towards me.”

When Sarah’s brother moved out and she and her
mom were left to fend for themselves, Sarah’s mom
relapsed. They were soon evicted, and then Sarah dropped
out of high school. For the next several months they were
left living in motel rooms and homeless shelters.

Then, finally, there was a ray of hope.

Sarah joined the Job Corps in 2020 at age 16. She began
training to get a job that would support her and her mom.

That is, until COVID-19 hit.

During the pandemic, Sarah was kicked out of Job
Corps and lost her only way to earn money. Once again,
she found herself on the streets.

That’s when Sarah came to our team at the Los
Angeles Dream Center. The resources, support and sense
of purpose she found here gave her hope. But her new
friends also restored her confidence and dignity, and
equipped her with the skills she needs to chase her own
dreams.

“I plan to graduate with my GED and go to school for
Human Services so that I can build a program for all youth
who are homeless, abused, lost, or have no hope,” Sarah
told us.

This demonstrates the power of holistic care, of being
surrounded by a team of mentors and cheerleaders
committed to helping people toward complete physical,
emotional, and spiritual well-being.

Churches and other faith-based organizations are
often well-equipped to provide the type of nurturing
environment that focuses on restoring whole beings.
When organizations like these work hand-in-hand with
the state, we are more likely to get at the root causes of
what leads to sustained homelessness and address the
pain and trauma that leads victims into a downward
spiral. A community that cares is the best recipe for
solving this crisis. I know it works, because I’ve seen it
work time and time again.

It turns out that homelessness is frequently the
byproduct of years of destructive habits and patterns
that have been repeatedly reinforced. What’s needed are
new habits and a community that lovingly holds people
accountable in their pursuit of a better life. That’s what
thoughtful leaders on this issue are starting to put into
practice. And that gives me hope. Hope for the people of
our city that have been hopeless for far too long.

Blockbuster should stay in the past

There’sanew push to bring back
video stores but nostalgiaisn’t
enough reason to think it would
work.

By Bill Carter

Bill Carter covered the media business for more than 25 years
at The New York Times.

People can get nostalgic about almost anything.

I’m nostalgic about good egg creams, which once were
in every place with a soda fountain in my native Brooklyn.
Also, I’m nostalgic about every street game we played
with a Spalding (“Spal-deen”) high bouncer.

Until recently, I had not thought about being nostalgic
about having to drive to a store in a strip mall to rent a
movie to watch on a date night at home. (Nor, in the VHS
era, about having to remember to rewind.)

But after stories about people trying to revive the
whole Blockbuster experience, I felt compelled to
remember those halcyon days.

What I mostly remember from the video-rental era is
wandering around the big floor space, whose walls were
lined first with cassette boxes, later with DVD cases,
displayed under genre categories — drama, comedy,
mystery, documentary, kids, foreign, horror, indie — and
pulling down the cases to read the backs in search of
something that might work for both my wife and me.

[ also recall pondering the persistent question: “How
did all these lousy movies get made<”

The better ones, especially the recent “blockbusters,”
were almost always out to renters who got there earlier.

So, often we wound up with either some under-the-
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radar rom-com because some actor we liked was in it;

or maybe a French film about some affair that went
“hilariously” wrong; or a drama that promised “gripping
tension” or “life-affirming” themes. (Actually, I would
generally avoid anything that sold itself as life-affirming,
because that usually translated to “treacly.”)

Most of these boxes/cases would be adorned with
blurbs from critics like, “Love and laugher, in merry
abundance!” Or the perennial, “An instant classic!” These
would be attributed to a newspaper in Ashtabula, Ohio, or
a publication I’d never heard of, like, “Film Forum-and
Fauna.”

Upon viewing, the disappointment quotient was
alarmingly high, which often led to making more than
one selection next time, in hopes that two guesses would
lower the failure rate. Even if it did, that resulted in one
film being watched for 10 minutes before being rejected,
and the unfortunate subsequent development that its
wretchedness had not fully set in, leading to its being
rented again a couple of months later because the title,
the forgotten plot details (and those blurbs) sounded so
promising.

So, truly, I had not thought to miss the Blockbuster era
of regular video rentals.

After all, if you like a movie and you have the right
streaming service, you can just order it up to watch
whenever you like, right? You won’t get shut out because
a couple in Omaha, Nebraska with a subscription to the
same streaming service got there first.

That’s not to say that the whole streaming experience
is flawless, of course.

Like the video store days, the film might not be easily
available or easy to find. You might have to hunt around
to find it, if it isn’t “Barbie” or “Mission: Impossible.”

And if you’re just browsing through the list of
“thrillers” as you used to in the store on foot, the same
experience of “never heard of this, what’s it about?”
kicks in; then an exclamation-filled blurb pulls you in,
and so you read the synopsis and that doesn’t tell you
much so you spend another 10 minutes going on Rotten
Tomatoes, trying to find some critics whose views might
sync up with yours; and then your eyes start to glaze over

Pride flag

Dear Editor:

It’s that time of year again—the annual debate over
whether to fly the Pride flag at city hall.

Some oppose flying the flag and want it banned, citing
Huntington Beach as an example. But do we really want
to follow suit? Huntington Beach faced backlash over its
decision, and I hope Downey doesn’t attract similar negative
attention if the council chooses to ban the flag.

Here’s a suggestion to consider: instead of flying the Pride
flag at city hall, why not place it at the library next door or at
the civic center across the parking lot?

This could be a compromise that satisfies everyone
involved.

Gideon Valdez
Downey

and you find yourself instead going back to episode four of
the British crime series on Acorn TV that you started but
now has begun to get predictable.

Even if you do find the movie you were looking for,
or some “overlooked gem” that your sister in Virginia
recommended, it might be on a service you don’t pay for;
or it’s on one you do pay for, but to see this one you have
to pay an additional fee of $9.99.

Now that’s getting a whole lot closer to that old
Blockbuster experience. (Though, on the bright side, no
fine for not rewinding your VHS tape.)

Still, in terms of convenience, it’s inarguable that
streaming in the living room beats a trip to the video
store.

When it works. And when you don’t care how much
you’re paying.

The idea of gathering old movie DVDs in a lending
library of sorts definitely has a quaint appeal, which is
likely why folks like film producer Brian Morrison — cited
in the New York Times piece on Blockbuster nostalgia —
got the idea to do it. And why a director like Ava DuVernay
has endorsed it.

One of the best points she made about what’s been lost
in the switch from physical DVDs to streaming has been
the disappearance of those “director’s cuts,” and the
deep dives into the “making of” that were included with
the DVDs of movies. I personally did not often wander off
into those “extras,” but when Idid, I enjoyed them.

[ sense that if the streaming services decided to add
that feature, they would charge extra for it, given that so
many of them are losing lots of money.

But I doubt the surge of nostalgia will inspire a sudden
boom in DVD sales. (Yes, believe it or not, films are still
converted to DVDs.)

Every technology has its day, and once it is replaced,
there’s no going back — except among some wistful
aficionados.

Some people still listen to radio dramas. And you know
what? Some of them are not bad at all!

Church’s housing plans

Dear Editor:

I fully understand the neighbors’ concerns about how such
a project would negatively impact their property values. But
after reading about the church’s plans, two things occurred
to me.

First, if Downey was powerless to stop Ojos Locos from
establishing itself in Downey, what hope can they have for
stopping such a laudatory project proposed by a church?

Second, I suggest that surrounding residents should act
now to plant Italian Cypress rows along their property lines
bordering church property. In 3-5 years, they won’t see any
three-story buildings looking down into their backyards.

John Marinelli
Downey
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DOWNEY HAPPENINGS

SATURDAY, APRIL 20

Celebrity Signing. Voice actress
Cherami Leigh will be signing
autographs and meeting fans
April 20-21 at OG Collectibles

in Downtown Downey. Tickets
must be purchased in advance.

Litter Cleanup, 9 am. Join Keep
Downey Beautiful volunteers

in a one-hour neighborhood
cleanup. Meet at the rear of St.
Pius X - St. Matthias Academy

Ping Pong Tournament, 12-4
pm. Home Field Advantage,

a Downey nonprofit, hosts

its second annual ping pong
tournament fundraiser. Cost is
$30 (teams of 2). Sign up at hfa-
sports.org. 10544 Downey Ave.

TUESDAY, APRIL 23

Police Officer & Firefighter

of the Year Awards, 12 pm.
Join the Downey Police & Fire
Foundation as it honors its 2024
police officer and firefighter

of the year. Tickets are $40
with proceeds benefiting the
foundation. Rio Hondo Event
Center

Old River Community Night,

5 pm. Learn about the Old River
Elementary community. Plus
food vendors, photo ops, raffles,
and more. Old River Elementary

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24

Carpenters Convention
Opening Reception, 6:30 pm.
This Welcome Reception in
Downey kicks off four days of
celebrating the 55th anniversary
signing of Karen and Richard
Carpenter with A&M Records.
The Carpenters went on to
become one of the best-selling
music groups of all time. This
is a fan-sponsored celebration.
Embassy Suites

Carpenters Legacy Concert,
8 pm. Direct from Las Vegas,
Carpenters Legacy is the
definitive show celebrating the
music and legacy of the famed
brother-sister duo. Downey
Theatre

FRIDAY, APRIL 26

DFEO Golf Tournament, 11
am. The first annual charity

golf tournament benefiting

the Downey Foundation for
Educational Opportunities. For
tickets or more information, visit
dfeo.org/golf or call (562) 419-
2244, Coyote Hills Golf Course

SATURDAY, APRIL 27

Special Needs Awareness

& Resource Fair, 10 am to

2 pm. Carnival games, live
entertainment, a Special
Olympics basketball tournament,
and more. Apollo Park

Amistad Gala, 6 pm. The 38th

annual Amistad Gala fundraiser
benefiting Rancho Los Amigos

National Rehabilitation Center.
Westin Long Beach Hotel

SATURDAY, MAY 4

Cinco de Mayo Festival, 5-9
pm. Music, family-friendly

entertainment, small business
vendors, and more. Downey
Avenue between 2nd and 4th
streets

Assistance League Spring
Fundraiser, 5:30-10 pm.
Assistance League invites all
to "Be Our Guests” spring
fundraiser event at the historic
Casa de Parley Johnson. Event
will include dinner, gaming
tables, themed raffle baskets
and more. Tickets available at
Second Tyme Around Thrift
Shoppe.

SATURDAY, MAY 11

Litter Cleanup, 9 am. Join Keep
Downey Beautiful volunteers

in a one-hour neighborhood
cleaknup. Meet at Independence
Par

Downey Street Fair, 11 am to

6 pm. Live entertainment, small
business vendors, food trucks,
beer garden, kids zone, business
showcase, and more. Brookshire
Avenue between Firestone and
5th St.

SUNDAY, MAY 12

Mariachi Los Camperos, 4

pm. An evening celebrating the
Golden Era of mariachi music
with composers and singers
such as Agustin Lara, Maria
Grever, Javier Solis and Manuel
M. Ponce to more contemporary
musicians like Juan Gabriel &
Vicente Fernandez. Downey
Theatre

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15

Volunteer Awards Banquet,

6 pm. Downey's annual
recognition of those invaluable
volunteers who are essential to
a healthy, vibrant, community.
Produced by the Downey
Coordinating Council and taking
place at the Azar Event Center in
Santa Fe Springs

FRIDAY, MAY 17

Gangs Out of Downey
Scholarship Gala, 6-9 pm.
Gangs Out of Downey will
present its annual scholarship to
high school seniors. The black-
tie gala will be held at The Arc

Friday Night Flights, 7-9 pm.
Enjoy a casual conversation
about exciting events in
aerospace. Talks are geared
towards adult audiences but
all ages are welcome. Free.
Columbia Memorial Space
Center

SATURDAY, MAY 18

Touch A Truck, 10 am to

1 pm. Emergency rescue
demonstrations, vehicle
extraction demonstration,
vehicle fire demonstration,
Public Works trucks, police
patrol vehicles, K9 unit,

fire engines, construction
equipment, and more. 10-11 is
quiet hour - no sirens, horns or
lights for those with sensitive
ears and eyes. Independence
Park

Mark Yamanaka, Kupaoa,

The Newsday Crossword

Edited by Stanley Newman (www.StanXwords.com)
COUNT OFF: But not by much

Hoku Zuttermeister in concert,
7 pm. An authentic Hawaiian
concert featuring three talented,
award-winning recording artists.
Downey Theatre

SUNDAY, MAY 19

Amor a Mi Madre, 6 pm.
Folklorico Revolution Dance
Company and Mariachi Tierra
Mia will be performing Mexican
traditional songs and dances in
the theme of Mexican Mother's
Day. Downey Theatre

MONDAY, MAY 20

10-20 Club Golf Tournament,
11 am. The 10-20 Club will hold
its 13th annual golf tournament.
Register by calling (562) 294-
3315 or email info@1020club.
org. Rio Hondo Golf Club

THURSDAY, MAY 30

Warren High School
Graduation, 6 pm. Veterans
Stadium at Long Beach City
College

FRIDAY, MAY 31

Woodruff Academy
Promotion, 10 am. Woodruff
Academy Garden

Downey High School
Graduation, 6 pm. Veterans
Stadium at Long Beach City
College

MONDAY, JUNE 3

Doty Middle School
Promotion, 6 pm. Downey High
School football stadium

Stauffer Middle School
Promotion, 6 pm. Warren High
School football stadium

TUESDAY, JUNE 4

Griffiths Middle School
Promotion, 6 pm. Warren High
School football stadium

Sussman Middle School
Promotion, 6 pm. Downey High
School football stadium

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5

Columbus High School
Graduation, 6 pm. Warren High
School football stadium

SATURDAY, MAY 8

Litter Cleanup, 9 am. Join Keep
Downey Beautiful volunteers
in a one-hour neighborhood
cleanup. Meet at See's Candy

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12

Downey Chamber of
Commerce Golf Tournament,
11 am. The 32nd annual
Downey Chamber of Commerce
golf tournament returns to the
Rio Hondo Golf Club. For details,
contact Sarah Sellers at (562)
923-2191, ext. 1.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6

National Night Out, 5-8
pm. National Night Out is an
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annual community-building
campaign that promotes police-
community partnerships and
neighborhood camaraderie.
Downey Civic Center

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16

Friday Night Flights, 7-9 pm.
Enjoy a casual conversation
about exciting events in
aerospace. Talks are geared
towards adult audiences but
all ages are welcome. Free.
Columbia Memorial Space
Center

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18

Mariachi Divas Reunion
Concert, 5 pm. To celebrate
the 25th anniversary of its
founding, the original members
of the Grammy Award-winning
Mariachi Divas are reuniting for
a special concert at the Downey
Theatre

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Beyond the Book Festival. The
Downey City Library’s annual
Beyond the Book Festival
features live performances,
workshops, author panels, food
trucks, and more. More details
to be announced in the coming
months.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7

Gangs Out of Downey Golf
Tournament, 11 am. An 18-
hole golf tournament to raise
funds for Gangs Out of Downey.
Rio Hondo Golf Club

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13

Legends of Rock ‘N Roll
Concert, 3 pm. Mark W. Curran
performs his high-energy solo
show as he pays tribute to Elvis,
Little Richard, Jerry Lee Lewis,
Chuck Berry and a cavalcade of
artists from the Golden Age of
Rock and Roll. Downey Theatre

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1

Downey Christmas Parade, 1
pm. Downey's annual Christmas
Parade returns to Downey
Avenue. Presented by the
Downey Chamber of Commerce
and Downey Collective.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13

Mariachi Divas Swingin’
Navidad, 8 pm. The Mariachi
Divas are joined by guest
vocalist Melinda Salcido and
Ballet Folklorico de Los Angeles
for a special Christmas concert
at the Downey Theatre

Downey Community Calendar

CITY MEETINGS

1st & 3rd Wednesday, 6:30pm: Planning Commission, Council Chamber at City Hall.
1st Tue., 4:00pm.: Recreation and Community Services Commission,

Council Chamber, City Hall.
2nd & 4th Tue., 6:30pm: City Council, Council Chamber.
3rd Tue., 6:00pm: Library Advisory Board, at Downey City Library.
3rd Thurs., 6:30pm: CERT, at Downey City Council Chamber at City Hall,

for more info call 299-5462.
4th Mon., 5 pm: Green Task Force, at City Hall.

Regularly Scheduled Meetings

MONDAYS
7 pm: Boy Scout Troop 2, at Downey United Methodist Church, call 869-6478.
4:30 pm: Courage Forward Meeting, at 10829 New St, 2nd Floor, call 213-545-6810.
4th Mon., 7:30 pm: Downey Numismatists, at Downey Retirement Center, call 862-6666.
TUESDAYS
9 am: Quilters group, at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, call 803-4459.
9:30 am: Downey Seniors Club, at Apollo Park, call Irene Vallini at 328-7039.
10 am: Downey Bocce Club, at 7850 Quill Drive, call John Fiorenza at 652-4399.
12 pm: Rotary Club, at Rio Hondo Events Center, call Mel Sanchez 562-665-4125.
6 pm: Toastmasters Club 587, at First Baptist Church,

contact Salvador Cervantes: tmsalcpuede@gmail.com.
6:30 - 9 pm: Civil Air Patrol - Los Angeles Cadet Squadron 138,

at Downey Adult School, Room M104, call 714-402-5157.
7 pm: Downey Knights of Columbus Bingo, at 11231 Rives Ave., call 923-1932.
7 pm: Boy Scout Troop 441, at Apollo Park, email scoutmaster@downeyboyscouts.com.
7:30 pm: Downey Master Chorale, at Cornerstone Church,

contact info@downeymasterchorale.org.
1st Tues., 7:30 am: Gangs Out of Downey, at City Hall training room.
1st Tues., 7:30 pm: Downey Amateur Radio Club,

EOC room Downey Fire Station #1, 12222 Paramount Blvd.
2nd Tues., 6 pm: Downey Fly Fishers, at Apollo Park, call 425-7936.
3rd Tues., 12 pm: Downey Newcomers Club, call Marilyn 928-2623.
3rd Tues., 6:30 pm: Community Emergency Response Team meeting,

Fire station 1, 12222 Paramount.
3rd Tues., 6 pm: American Legion #270, at Sizzler Restaurant, call 544-0372.
Tues., Thurs. & Sat., 10 am: Downey Bocce Club, at 7850 Quill Drive,

call John Fiorenza 652-4399
WEDNESDAYS
7 am: Kiwanis Club, at Rio Hondo Events Center, call Steve Roberson at 927-2626.
9 am: Quilters Group, at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, call 803-4459.
10:30 am: Ballroom dance class, at Downey Community Center, call 776 7270.
1 pm: Women'’s Bocce Club, at 7850 Quill Drive, call Marie Puch at 869-4366.
7 pm: Royal Rangers Outpost 132, at Desert Reign Church, call 562-861-6011.
1st Wed., 11 am: Woman'’s Club of Downey, call Cheryll Olson 833-8954.
1st Wed., 11:30 am: Downey Coordinating Council, Community Center,

call Bobbi Bruce 440-5416.
1st Wed., 7:30 pm: Downey Stamp Club, at Maude Price School cafeteria, call 928-3028.
2nd Wed., 11:30 am: Christian Women'’s Club, call Marilyn 928-2623.
2nd Wed., 3:30 pm: Keep Downey Beautiful, at City Hall, call 904-7102.
2nd Wed., 7 pm: Downey Model A Club, at Gallatin School Cafeteria, call 484-8415.
3rd Wed.,: Downey Dog Obedience Club, for info please call Gina 869-5213

or Valerie 420-2972.
3rd Wed., 10 am: Los Angeles County Quilters Guild, at Women’s Club,

call 860-8821 or 927-3635.
4th Wed., 7:30 pm: US Coast Guard Aux. Flotilla 5-10, First Presbyterian Church,

call Brian 419-5420.
Wed.& Fri., 10:15 am: Senior Bingo, at Apollo Park, call 904-7223
THURSDAYS
7:30 am: Connections Networking, at Bob’s Big Boy, for info., call Nick Smith 861-5222.
7:30 am.: Soroptimist Int’l of Downey, for information, call Mia Vasquez, 806-3217.
12 pm: Bingo, at Woman's Club of Downey - Proceeds benefit Rancho.
12 pm: Optimist Club of Downey, at Rio Hondo Events Center.
6:30 pm: Downey United Masonic Lodge # 220, 8244 3rd St., call 862-4176.
7:30 pm: Downey Elks Lodge #2020, call 803-3557.
1st Thurs., 6 pm, All other Thurs. 12 pm: Kiwanis Club of Downey,

at Rio Hondo Events Center, call Roy Jimenez 283-2335.
2nd Thurs., 12 pm: Creative Purposes, call Bill Wallace 923-2311.
2nd Thurs., 7:30 pm: Beaming Rebel Foxes Collectors Club, call Carl D. Jones at 923-2400.
2nd & 4th Thurs., 6:30 pm: Downey Lions Club, at Mimi’s, call Lenora (310) 283-9825.
3rd Thurs., 4 pm: Public Works Committee, at City Hall Training Room.
4th Thurs., 10 am: Assistance League, at Casa De Parley Johnson, call 869-0232.
4th Thurs., 7:30 pm: Downey Historical Society programs,

at Community Center, call 862-2777.
FRIDAYS
7:30 am: Pro Networkers, at Mimi’s Cafe, call Barbara Briley Beard at 869-7618.
SATURDAYS
9 am: Farmers Market, Downey Avenue at 3rd Street, call 904-7246.
2nd Sat., 9-11 am: Free pancake breakfast,

at Trinity Baptist Church in Downey, 8219 Florence Ave.

The

DOVVNEY
GRAFFITI

HOTLINE
NGB

Report graffiti
to this number.

923-4484

ElR

04114/24

STANXWORDS.COM
12 |13 1

Advertising Policy

The Downey Patriot reserves the right to censor, reclassify,

revise or reject any ad. The Downey Patriot is not responisble

by S.N.

ACROSS

1 Clock sound

5 Statue support

9 Uncovers
14 __ facto
18 New __, India
19 ABA member
20 Fully attentive
21 NYC home of Chagalls
22 Narrow channel
23 Cartoon canary
25 Arm: Fr.
26 A few of
27 Deception
28 Celiphone symbols
29 Lab dish inventor
30 Magician's device
32 Pares down
33 Sumptuous suppers
34 Very long time
35 Yale student
36 Proofreader mark
37 Symbol of the circus
38 Hoops group
39 Soldiers’ outposts
43 Price of admission
45 Be benevolent
47 Horseradish holder
48 Smallest bills
49 Traditional kilt wearer
50 Clairvoyant
51 Keyboard line with

ZXCVBNM

54 Type of bacteria
55 Marines battle cry
58 Kauai cookout
59 Project for Buzz and Neil

60 What four of the longest
Across answers include
(almost)

66 Far off

67 Still contending

68 Legal claims

69 San Antonio landmark

70 Theater worker

73 Crib dweller

77 Tennis great Nastase

78 Hardly first-rate

79 LAX datum

80 Contributes

82 Gridiron group

83 Excellent earth for crops

87 __-at-ease (nervous)

88 Harmonize

90 Mentions further

91 Pod morsel

92 Poet/pugilist

93 Game show emcee, e.g.

94 Coasters on snow

96 Sugar and Honey

98 Circle dances

99 Gem of the ocean

100 Comedian Carvey
101 Catcher's need

102 Mine loads

103 First-rate

105 Country singer Fricke
106 County hub

107 Fill with glee

108 Hovering above
109 Aimospheric layer
110 Swirling water

111 Sandwich shops
112 Women in westerns

113 Navigatio